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projects, she said. “This time, even if they were absent
again, | was sure that the project would see the light”.

People’s needs matched the size of the shortcomings
theyseeintheirarea:dispensary, library, kindergarten.
But they are not feasible. The population is small,
there are no more than 150 inhabitants and the area
is almost isolated due to the difficult terrain and
weather conditions.

“I thought to myself,” she said. “How can a child go to
a library and his mother’s pocket is empty, and what
she has does not even meet the price of a ration.
We should rather think about an income-generating
project, we can later establish a kindergarten and an
office and what would be fit for us and our children.”
Indeed, this is what really happened after
discussions, negotiations and contacts with regional
administrations and authorities, until the project
saw the light. It is a small factory equipped with 11
sewing machines, 6 industrial and 5 manual one.

Moufida’s life changed 180 degrees as she said, and
at all levels. She who “did not leave the headquarters
of the municipality, the governorate and the
delegation, except if my son was ill and all my words
were demand- and protest-oriented, but today, |
learned the language of sober and negotiating talk.”
Moufida learned to set a goal in mind, rather than
demands with unknown purposes and to get armed
with patience and long breath despite the cases of
despair that caught her from time to time.

“I learned to think within the group, with the group
and for it,” so much so that | am now thinking
not only of the start of the project but also of the
creation of other branches.” “Indeed, she is now the
model, after she was excluded because she was not
from the village and many ridiculed her and laughed
at her conviction that the project will see the light.

Moufida does not blame the locals since “the sewing
machine for them is a no more than a needle and
thread” and the village abounds with girls who have
not received education in their lives, “so they do not
distinguish between the one-hundred and one-dinar
coins,” and she picked among them ten 10 girls to
teach them and others to work with her.
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She sought to find those who listen to her besides
the many Moufida who does not hesitate to make a
comparison between the demanding Moufida, the
one waiting for a work that may come or not and which
does not come, according to her, and the Moufida who
is taking care of herself, her son, her home and people
in the village which counts 150 families.

For this reason, | rolled on my sleeves and felt that |
had learned how to plan, how to move forward and
how to succeed.”

“'Big difference hetween dream growing in
wilderness and another | see it coming true”

Since her project now depends on attracting
customers only, “I got in touch with some of old
acquaintances with whom | previously worked in the
Sahel to provide me with commodity that matches my
potential and girls’ potential, even if we have to work
with great preferential prices.”What is important for
Moufida is to attract customers and satisfy them and
continue to work with the local girls in a first stage
which she called “stage of standing on one’s feet.”

Moufida acknowledges the positive impact of the
training she received on her and on the way she
thinks. She was no longer Moufida who responds to
anger by anger and to abuse by misunderstandings
or bad intentions.

Moufida now well listens to others before talking and
sift what she hears from words and turns towards
interpretation more than imposing her opinion.

During the training, she also grew aware of the
importance of working within the group and the
importance of cooperation, even if it is in a position
of responsibility, as well as the difference between
a dream “growing in this wilderness” pointing to
the space extending around her, and a goal she is
working to achieve...

What is more important than all this, in her view is:
“my self confidence and reliance on my arms and
the knowledge | gained which | benefit others.” She
added, “This hand was not created to be put on my
cheek waiting for a miracle, but to see the best of it
and stretch it to myself and to others to change my
situation and theirs.”

The dream crystallized out in the form of a goal
and the goal became goals for Moufida which said
goodbye to us, telling: “You will come back someday
to find 50 sewing machines and 70 workers, and | at
the height of my happiness.”®



“I summoned my strength after this categorical
response,” said Moufida. “I went back to the Sahel
where | worked in two sewing factories, for a salary
not exceeding 80 dinars at the beginning, before the
situation improved afterwards.”

Moufida get married and reached the age of forty
and found herself a mother feeding a 12-year-old boy.
Indeed, her husband was a day worker in Tunis and his
income does not meet the needs of the family. What
made things worse is that Sfissifa is a rough area that
lacks sources of livelihood.

It is an area directly under the foot of Mount Samama
and is crossed by many valleys, most notably the
Erramel valley that completely isolates it from the rest
of the areas if the rain exceeded the usual meters.
And this is the case with the weather changes in the
region for years...

“The issue of water was not my concern ...
| was hoping for a project”

Then, a revolution took place in Tunisia, causing
chaos and leading to the absence of the State from
the marginalized areas and Sfissifa was one of them.
Locals no longer cared about their duties until the
well from which they brought the potable water
was closed, as the citizens were no longer able to
pay due to the accumulation of bills and neither the
association that sponsored it.

The chaos continued for a long time and individuality
was rife. “People have grown selfish until we began
drinking from the nearby valleys because we cannot
pay the bill of the water tank which was estimated at
the time at 25 dinars and it is sufficient to meet our
needs for a period of no more than ten days at best.”
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In 2012, a Swiss association came to the region, which
it was reportedly “donating wells to the governorate
of Kasserine,” according to Moufida.

“I attended her meetings hoping frankly to garner a
project,” she added. It turned for Moufida and the
local residents participating in the meetings after
two years of consultations, workshops and meetings
that the issue will not deviate from the problem of
water in the region.

“We were really caught with a state of frustration
before we find out that the issue was serious and its
results required patience and perseverance,” she said.

“Even when the installation of water pipes and the
action of raising awareness about the importance
of rationalizing water consumption and preserving
water wealth began, our attendance in the panel
discussions was a kind of body without a spirit. The
spirit was in projects generating income to us.”

What further deepened the sense of despair among
the group was that the visits by the water association
decreased and officials were very hesitant about
whether or not there would be projects.

“May be there will be projects and maybe not,” one
local official told us more than once, which made us
lose hope forever.

“A phone call instilled hope hack in me”

A telephone call from Zaineb (who had been asked to
invite women as part of “CAWTAR” training courses)
dispelled all these doubts in Moufida and unknowingly
“instilled hope back in her”... She and her colleagues
went to receive training in communicating with
people and in financial education and how to manage
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“"We have heen disappointed hy many
hefore and the arrival of machinery has
dispelled our doubts”

All this was coupled with great doubt that the project
would see the light, as Hlima put it very bluntly. “Many
people came to the area and reached out with them for
lifelines and to get out of poverty, but they let us down.”
This suspicion continued inside her and in the eyes of the
locals until the last moment. And “the last moment was
the arrival of machines to us to take seat in the premises,
but also to refute our doubts that have taken us.”

Hlima recalled some of what she learned from the
machines and appealed to her colleagues in the
training for review. To review the savings, expenses
and income, in preparation for the start, as much
as they no longer hesitate to contact the “team in
Tunisia” to inquire about something that seemed to
her obscure or something she forgot because she
was focusing on the arrangements.

The machines stirred dynamism in her home and in
her village as much as her 10-year-old daughter Aya
transformed her drawings from dolls and landscapes
into designs. “I feel that my son will be an investor.
He has a lot of questions about the progress of the
project and the steps that have been taken in it before
the start. He asks for many details in the training that
| received and talked to him about earlier”

Hlima does not hide that in her words or in her face
parts her sense of victory and pride.”After many
questioned the credibility of the project managers,
| received today registration applications far
outweighing the capacity of the factory.”

Hlima’s confidence in herself and her partners has been
strengthened and she is determined to succeed and
expand. There remains only the marketing concern,
wishing that those in charge of the project would help
her in the first step “until we stand on our feet and
show them the wonder then...”
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From under the foot of Mount Samama

Moufida
my hand has not been
created to be put on my
cheek waiting for a miracle

§

After her marriage, Moufida al-Dababi came
from Al Rbebia to settle in Sfissifa, 40 kilometers
away from Kasserine, carrying a bitterness for not
pursuing her studies.

She is from a family consisting of 15 brothers and
sisters who have completed their studies, and a father
who often talks of his unconditional readiness to work
so that his daughter completes her studies.

“I only have a small piece of land and a Bornouss and
| am ready to sell it...” Moufida sacrificed willingly
to let her male brothers pursue their studies. “The
conditions were difficult and we were imbued with the
entitlement of males to education because we grew
up in an environment that upholds that mentality.”

In the year of orientation to secondary education,
she was oriented to professional courses while she
was looking forward to continuing her education in
the long courses.

She tried unsuccessfully to change her career
guidance, but she did not give up the professional
courses in which she had pursued her studies of
dressmaking for three years. She later continued
her studies in long courses in a private high school.
Moufida “walked the streets” as she put it to get
a job in her governorate. She complained to all
officials, including the President of the Republic at
the time. The answer did not take time to come
this time from the tongue of the delegate who
assured her that she had not been employed or
presented with a job because she filed a complaint
against them...




AM - CAWTAR

credibility of project managers questioned, followed by
registration applications far exceeding the hosting capacity

In Sfissifa from the municipality of Sbeitla, specifically
in the Imada of Machreq Chams, Hlima al-Shahbi
lives with her husband and three children. She is 39
years old and did not attend school at all, but she
followed literacy classes that enabled her to read
but without writing. She was a housewife, weaving
some carpets and a Margoum for her house and
woolen shirts for her husband and her children.

“Yes, it is a craft, says Halima and it requires patience,
dedication and some kind of innovation, but it does
not provide me with more than family use.”

Since Hlima did not enjoy the “grace of learning,” as
she said, she is afraid of the idea that her children
will be cut off from learning, and shudders to think
that one of them may not be able to pursue studies
to the university.

Hlima’s story began with the factory project
“concurrently with the water project,” as she said,
raising awareness about the use and preservation
of water and urging the village people to rationalize
their consumption.

She was then invited by CAWTAR Center to Kasserine
along with four women from her village to meet 20
other women coming from different regions.

From here began the thought about the region’s
needs. There were many ideas that converged in all
directions. “Indeed, the region is lacking everything
and we were not armed with enough knowledge, we
want everything now, not tomorrow, and the village
people have fled to other governorates and there
are only 60 people left at the most.”
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Before training,
| barely uttered a word in public

After the training, the vision became clear especially
for Hlima and her friends from the village. They
settled for one view. “They clung to the sewing and
weaving project.”

Indeed, the training changed a lot of things in Hlima and
her friends, especially what was common among them,
“to know exactly what we want and hold to it and to set
ourselves a goal we work to achieve in a participatory
way, no a preference for one of us over the other”

This was an important factor in overcoming Hlima’s
inferiority complex that her motherhood left behind
in her. “Before the training, | barely uttered a word in
public people,” she says.

“Now my circle of acquaintances has expanded from
the village and beyond and | have become bolder in
expressing my opinion.”

The training and meetings with other women, and
especially the way of dealing with the project team
have turned Hlima from that timid shy woman to a
woman who easily mixes with others, works with
them and speaks to them as equals. “I even oversaw
workers while carrying out their work.”For the first
time, | have the opportunity to test myself, test my
resolve and my ability to accomplish something for
myself, my family and my people,” Hlima said.

The opportunity was also not available for Hlima to
talk about other issues outside her family or among
its members, beyond eating, clothing, studying, daily
necessities, and even gossip. “Today, what | have
learned is the most important topic of discussion
within my family, how to talk to each other, how to
save even if we do not have what we save, how to
dream of a project.”

The project hasalso become the talk of localsand also
the subject of ongoing discussions between Hlima
and her neighbors. “We are no longer talking about
others, as much as we are talking about ourselves,
about our future ... | feel that | am important and
that | have value and that | am the reference.”
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information that she gleaned from trustful locals who
assured her that talking about her has become coupled
with pride, wishing that everyone would imitate her
and provide something useful to the community.

Today, Amel and her friend Yusra oversee a children’s
club that she considers “a second life for her” She did
not forget her deprived childhood and the subsequent
generations of children who still do not know the
meaning of cultural, play and entertainment activities.

“This is what represented for me and my generation
a great shortage that we always feel when we joined
high schools in the city. Indeed, our interaction with
children of the city has always left us in pain. We are
not like them in behaving and in joy and knowledge
and this fact remains until today.”

Amel now feels that she assumes great responsibility
towards children, since her generation and two
generations after her used to be protected by the family,
tribe and even the state, while today, children face the
dangers of street violence, accidents, rape and terror.
This is besides the temptations of satellite channels
that deepen their sense of deprivation and make them
prey to defeatism that can lead them to drop out of
school and to lose hope for a better tomorrow.

“The group (speaking about the project)
fulfilled their promises, will | fulfill my
promise?”

While the training gave Amel a strong boost in terms
of self-confidence, dealing with the other and relying
on her dormant potentials, with the acquisition of
premises, | got confused again and started asking
guestions after the others, “Will | succeed? will | fulfill
my promise? “Amel stressed that she was able to
overcome these questions thanks to the continuous
communication with the project team in the post-
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training phase. These questions would have turned
into concerns dissuading her from continuing, had
the team not accompanied her.

Today, the moment of truth has arrived for her. So,
she set her plan and enrolled 25 children in the club,
though it has a capacity of up to 100. She rather
chose to go slow.

Amel has succeeded in attracting a sports trainer in
theregionand supervisors of the theatre activity from
the region voluntarily. She and Yusra provide free
remedial courses for children. Amel is considering
turning the club into a transit space for meetings
for those passing through the region for a symbolic
fee. She will also ask CAWTAR and other partners to
furnish the reading and games corner.

!
=g
The most important point for her is probably turning
the club into a real driver to change the minds of
locals. “l can no longer bear to hear from anyone
what is next? Indeed, the project has given us space,
and we must only roll up our sleeves to continue and
do something, or rather many similar things in our
region where nothing is no longer impossible.”

And “these children” pointing to some of those who
every day pass through the club looking forward to
its opening: “l do not want them to lose confidence
in themselves even for a while; and | do not want to
see the glint in their eyes dim. This is my promise to
them and | will fulfill it.”



Amel

Atidel MEJBRI - CAWTAR

In Garet en Naam, 50 kilometers from Kasserine in
the direction of Feriana, 33-year-old Amal, single,
has chosen to be a stay-at-home for 10 years.

In 2008 she passed the baccalaureate exam without
success. This was a shock to her since she reduced
life and future to the baccalaureate. “Indeed, it is
the gateway to the university, if there is no work and
no activity is engaged...”

To put an end to frustration, it took a great deal of
time, almost ten years spent at home, which she
left only to meet a vital need. “It was an association
interested in water in the region that started to
move something inside me, something that tells me
to move.”

Frustration almost caught Amel again, when the
project with the environment protection association
in Kasserine stopped, had the water project team
led by “CAWTAR” Center not come.

Amel is still proud of the training she has received,
as “they are new areas to me and | learned a lot it,
and | discovered that science or learning does not
stop at what we studied at school.”

| did not know what financial education and
the economic model were, and not even that
communicating with people has bases and rules
to avoid confrontation, sharp differences and
sometimes conflict.”

She added smiling and hiding her face with her
hands: “savings for me was only in the post office
and the loan is granted by banks only if there are
guarantees.”

Amel’s perception of issues and matters and
people has changed after she received training
and interacted with the project team “and this
can be enough for me. Indeed, new horizons have
opened up inside them that made a person capable
of constructive response, productive challenge
and conflict resolution within my family and in my
village after | was completely isolated from my
surroundings.”
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“"Dream can be modified or turned to
another direction heneficial to you and your
community”

Before engaging in this experience and since her
younger days, Amel had hoped to join the security
service because of her physical build. She confined
herself to that dream either as a reminder or a
bemoaning the fact that she was not absorbed in
achieving it until she received the training that has
clearly shown her that “the dream can be modified
or directed to another destination beneficial to
you and your community...”

Amel saw this in the eyes of her family composed
of two brothers and two sisters, all of whom had
not finished their education. First, her vision
marked by fear and uncertainty towards people
has changed to a proud one.

Even the questions posed by people in the village
when she first joined the training turned into a
kind of glorification of what she does.

“They were wondering: what is the secret of this
transformation that happened with Amel, what has
changed her and why and for who? Indeed, there
is no job or salary that may prompt this change. »

Today, Amel says her people hope to achieve
one percent of what she has achieved. This is an
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transfer the acquired knowledge and skills to a wider
circle of young filmmakers in Tunisia and Palestine.

During this Master Class, trainees learned the technics
of screenwriting and the basics of scriptwriting and
its tools, How to reflect on topics and analyze them
from the perspective of a gender-based approach and
principles of equality, dignity and human rights.

Trainees also were provided with tools to practice
thinking and writing with pictures (the frame and
composition of the image, the light, the anatomy
of the scenario) and ensure that reality is the
starting point of the scenario in order to simulate
topics related to gender issues, equality, social
discrimination and violence against women.

Thus, besides the selection of the most 14 coherent
and audacious projects and in view of the excellence of
the candidates and their hopes to fully play their role
in the Tunisian and Palestinian audiovisual landscape,
the training team recommended to ensure continuity
in this training, give a logical and concrete follow-up to
the training by dedicating the February 2019 session
to an initiation to the realization because the scenario
in the cinema is not an end in itself.

Towards More Gender Equality in the
Audiovisual Sector in the South-Med
The master class was the first of a 3 planned courses

as part of a 12-month project “Fostering Gender
Equality for Women and Men behind the Camera” in
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Fostering Gender Equality
for Women and Men
behind the Camera

| W ERLAND
N 3 ishpn o
= \

Tunisia and Palestine which is part of “SouthMed Wia
Program: Towards More Gender Equality: Enhancing
the Image of Women in the Audiovisual Sector in the
Southern Mediterranean”.

“SouthMed Wia Program” is implemented by the
European Union led by “Interarts” in Spain, the Higher
School of Audiovisual and Cinema in Tunisia (ESAC),
The European Commission for Audiovisual and Film
(CUMEDIAE) in Belgium, the Permanent Congress of the
Mediterranean Audiovisual Operators (COPEAM) in Italy
and Screen Institute Beirut (SIB) in Lebanon.

The project “Fostering Gender Equality for Women and
Men behind the Camera” which is executed by CAWTAR
in partnership with “Shashat Women'’s Film” Association
in Palestine, aims to promote gender equality in the
film industry in Tunisia and Palestine and enable
beneficiaries to produce practical guides and scenarios
for film projects to be realized in Tunisia and Palestine.

The added values of this project to CAWTAR's regional
media Programs, is that the center has implemented
its first project in the field of cinema trainings as part of
South Med Wia regional project, in order to integrate
the gender approach within the film productions

which is almost absent in the Arab region e
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Special Master Class executed by GAWTAR
& Shashat in Tunisia & Palestine

Fostering Gender Equality for
Women and Men behind the Camera

The Center for Arab Women Training and
Research (CAWTAR) with the partnership
of “SHASHAT Women Cinema” in Palestine,
executed a special Master Class on
«Promoting gender equality behind the
camera» executed in Tunisia and Palestine
during September and October 2018.

In Tunisia the training was in partnership
with the «Cinematography Master Class»
(CMC) and the Tunisian Foundation
«SCREENS Foundation» which works to
offer intensive training in the film industry
to young people from disadvantaged
regions, breaking the rules or disabled.

Four trainers provided the Master Class In Tunisia,
dedicated to the approach of gender equality and
human rights in Scenaristic writing who are Mrs.
Atidel Mejbri the Director of the Media Training
Center at the Center of Arab Women for Training
and Researches (CAWTAR), Mrs. Rayya Laajimi the
Professor at the Higher School of Audiovisual and
Cinema in Gammarth (ESAC), Mr. Sami SNOUSSI the
Director of Photography and Production, and Mr.
Nidhal CHATTA the Film director.
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Mrs. Kehna Attia the Tunisian leader in film editing
joined the team of Tunisian trainers in progress
and listened to the scenario proposals and she
spoke to describe the women’s journey in Tunisian
cinema and the specificity of gender approach in
Tunisian cinema.

In Palestine, “Shashat Woman Cinema” worked
with three trainers who are Dr. Alia Arasoughly’s
the Expert in women and cinema, Mr. Said Abu
Moalla, Head of the Media Department at Jenin
Arab American University and Mrs. Alaa Karajeh,
the media activist who has a daily morning program
on Al-Falastinniyah Satellite Channel.

Support the Capacitiy of 40 Tunisian &

Palestinian film makers

The master class aimed to support the capacity
of 40 participants in the film industry with varied
profiles and a majority of young women, by
empowering them with tools and mechanisms
of gender-sensitive screenwriting and staging, in
order to integrate knowledge, skills and tools in
a sustainable way through training of trainers to
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Dr. Soukeina Bouraoui
Executive Director

he Sustainable Development Strategy suggests that

achieving a «sustainable development agenda requires

effective partnerships between governments, the private
sector and civil society.

These comprehensive partnerships are based on common
norms, values and vision and shared goals that put people and
the planet at the heart of these efforts.»

The year 2018 witnessed international, regional, and local
activities and events aimed at strengthening the global
partnership for sustainable development and improve women’s
conditions and rights.

CAWTAR has shared in this dynamics by getting involved on more
than one occasion and with various strategic partners.

Indeed, CAWTAR took part in works of the sixth and seventh
AGFUND development forums and was one of the keynote
speakers at the sixth forum in its third session that focused
on the theme of Women’s Empowerment and Early Childhood
Development to achieve the 2030 Agenda.

It was also a keynote speaker at the opening session of the
seventh forum that was entitled «Achieving Sustainable
Development Goals 2030 in West and Central Africa through
Financial Inclusion».

CAWTAR also attended works of the Commission on the Status
of Women at its 62nd session, held in New York from March 12-
23, 2018, on “Challenges and opportunities in achieving gender
equality and the empowerment of rural women and girls.”

We have been involved in the meetings of the Women, Family and
Childhood department at the League of Arab States, related to
the Arab Childhood Committee, the Arab Family Committee and
the Follow-up Committee on the Elimination of Violence against
Children.

These meetings focused on the dimensions of the sustainable
development plan 2030 in relation to family and childhood in the
Arab region.

We have not passed up the opportunity to participate in works of
the 43rd annual meeting of the Islamic Development Bank Group
held in Tunis from April 1 to 5, 2018.
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CAWTAR chaired the special session focusing on «Partnership
for the Promotion of Women’s Economic Empowerment» where
many priority issues were discussed, including the importance of
tripartite cooperation, the important role of civil society and the
importance of gender-sensitive statistics and financial education
for youth and women as they are among the most important
issues related to the issue of women’s economic empowerment.

They also included partnerships to promote women’s economic
empowerment as one of the most important means to achieve
comprehensive and sustainable development.

CAWTAR was also a partner in the organization of the Regional
Meeting of Civil Society on Sustainable Development in the Arab
Region (besides ESCWA, the Arab NGOs Network for Development,
the Arab Trade Union Confederation, the International Disability
Alliance and the Arab Network for Democratic Elections that was
held in Beirut on April 23-24, 2018.

CAWTAR’s involvement in organizing the regional meeting
enabled mainstreaming women’s issues into the discussions on
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

The Center also participated in the annual regional meeting on
follow-up of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in the
Arab countries that followed the regional meeting of civil society
organizations and which met in Beirut on April 25 to 26, 2018.

CAWTAR continues to enhance its position as partner of regional
and international institutions.

It is keen to engage in the most important international, regional,
and Arab initiatives and processes that are periodically organized
to strengthen networking mechanisms, joint action and advocacy
for the development of policies and legislation that guarantee the
rights of women and girls.

We are keen to move forward in order to keep abreast of all
changes in terms of legislation in relation to the conditions of
women in order to familiarize with the legislative framework that
guarantees and supports the rights of women and girls and to
advocate for changing and developing the legislative framework
to make it supportive of their issues in order to contribute to
the establishment of a more suitable environment for women’s
exercise of their human rights e
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