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The final results of the SAHWA project have been published
through a public event in the European Parliament in Brussels
organized by POWER to YOUTH in March 21st, 2017 and in the
International Conference of the project organized by CIDOB in
Barcelona in March 23rd, 2017.

During these events, a special focus has been accorded to the
increase of the educational indicators among young people
in the AMCS and especially for young women. In Tunisia, the
illiteracy rates for young women aged between 15 and 29
years old, is hovering the 98% and 58% of young people with
university (high) educational level are women.

In fact, the SAHWA’s results reflect a reverse in educational
rates between boys and girls in Tunisia. We note that girls are
more likely to continue their education once they survive the
first and the middle cycle, in opposite of boys who are more
likely to leave school early and the main reason is the studies
difficulties. In fact, in Tunisia and in opposite with the other
countries in the region, the problem of school dropout is more
encountered by boys more than girls. That can explain the
heights rate of university graduating among girls.

Unfortunately, the increase in the educational level among
young women had not been translated in real job opportunities
for young graduated girls in the employment market. According
to the SAHWA’s results, the unemployment is the most
important problem encountered by young people in the AMCs
and huge disparities are recorded in unemployment rates
between men and women in these countries. In Tunisia, and
according to the SAHWA Youth survey, 41% of Tunisian youth
are moving between the category of NEET and unemployed,
where 61% of them are women.

Knowing that non graduated unemployed young people are
twice of graduated unemployed young people, these two
categories are facing a common obstacle to access the labor
market. Also, the SAHWA's results are reflecting disparities in
unemployment rates recorded between regions where one of
three young people in urban areas is unemployed or one of five
young people in rural area is unemployed. These disparities in
addition to the economic impasse in which young people find
themselves after leaving the educational world reinforce the
feeling of exclusion among young people and especially young
women who are faced by their incapacities to finalize their
transition process towards a stable social life.

So by being in distressed economic situation, young people
are looking for a solution to end their economic suffering.
According to the SAHWA youth survey, Migration is one of the
most popular solution adopted by Tunisians youth where 53%
of young people aged between 15 and 29 years old in Tunisia
are tending to migrate in aim to look for new job opportunities
abroad the country and try to approach more comfortable
life with affordable living conditions. It should be noted that
migration trends in Tunisia are the highest in all research
countries.
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Infact, economicfactors are the mostimportant reasons pushing
young people to adopt the migration dream as a solution to
their exclusion, but some social, cultural and political factors
are also behind these trends.

Therefore, and according to the SAHWA results a feeling of
frustration is testified by Tunisian youth face to the deterioration
of their situation especially after the 2011 events. According to
the young people, the failure of the post-revolution political
systems to create enough of job opportunities as promised
during to electoral campaigns simulated their disappointement
after the great expectations they estimated achievable. As
results young people express their loss of confidence in the
political layer which pushed them to break with political life.

However, and to make their voices heard, young people turned
their energy towards another field more welcoming and more
flexible according to them. Indeed, the loss of confidence in political
layer did not prevent young people to participate in public life.
According to the SAWAH youth survey, 48% of youth are involved
in civil society organisation but only 7% of them are officially
engaged with some civil institutions where the most common
form of engagement among youth is voluntary work for social and
regional development. This has shown that Young people in general
are aware of the importance of their participation in public life and
deplore the lack of institutional means that allow them to exercise
their social rights. According to the testimonies of Tunisian young
people collected during SAWHA fieldwork, youth think that civil
work is a better way of realization and change. Tunisian youth are
aware of the importance of Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) role
in local and national development and the establishment of the
society structure. In proof 9 out of 10 Tunisians young consider
that it’s important to engage with civil society more than to
engage in political institution.

Howeverwith therise of the technologies’ use, civil organizations
have succeeded in attracting a significant number of volunteer
and sympathizers through the Internet, which has enabled
young people to actively participate, through the preferred
expression space for them, web media and social networks®
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Tunisia’'s main results
and CAWTAR's contribution

Fadhila NAJAH - Tunisia

The SAHWA Project is a FP-7 interdisciplinary collaborative research project led by the Barcelona Center for
International Affairs (CIDOB) and co-financed by the European Commission as part of its Research Framework
Program. The SAHWA Project brings together a consortium of fifteen partners from European and Arab
countries to research youth prospects and perspectives in a context of multiple social, economic and political
transitions in five Arab countries (Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Egypt and Lebanon). The thematic axis around
which the project is revolving are education, employment and social inclusion, political mobilization and
participation, culture and values, international migration and mobility, gender, comparative experiences in
other transition contexts and public policies and international cooperation.

he Center of Arab Women for Training and Research
T(CAWTAR) was responsible of the project implementation

in Tunisia as a scientific coordinator of the research
country. In the beginning of the project, CAWTAR participated
in the preparation and the validation of the research tools
such as the questionnaire for multi-country youth survey
which represent the quantitative part of the research and the
interviews guide for SAHWA ethnographic field work which
represent the qualitative part of the research. After that and
during 2015, CAWTAR was responsible of the adaptation of the
research tools to the local context and the implementation of
data collection among more than 2200 Tunisian young aged
between 15 and 29 years old from all Tunisia’s regions.

After that, CAWTAR proceeded to the analyses of the collected
data and participated in the production of the official project
outputs. During this phase and based on the results of the
SAHWA youth survey and the ethnographic fieldwork, CAWTAR
has drafted three scientific papers describing the main research
results in Tunisia and the others research countries reviewed
from a gendered point of view.

The first document entitled “Gendering Youth Empowerment in
Arab Mediterranean Countries” is a policy report which aims to
identify the inequalities of empowerment among young males
and females in the Arab Mediterranean Countries (AMCs).
Disparities and inequalities already present in programmes for
capacity building addressed to young men and women have
been underlined in this paper. This document describe also the
efforts already made by governments and civil society in the
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AMCs to make a balanced efforts to empower young and the
positive experiences that may be generalized and reproduced
in other countries.

The second document entitled “School to work transition
in the AMCs” is a policy paper which describes the status of
women’s school to work transition in the AMCs and highlights
especially the situation of fresh female graduates, issued from
poor backgrounds that face the most challenges when seeking
to access the labour market.

The third document entitled “La Jeunesse et I'emigration en
Tunisie” is also a policy paper which stresses the question of
migration trends among Tunisian youth. Based on the data
collected in the framework of SAHWA’s youth survey and the
SAHWA ethnographic field work, this document explain why the
youth migration trends among Tunisian young are the highest in
the Mediterranean region.

CAWTAR'’s participated also in the alimentation of an “on-line
netnography” named Shababpedia, which aims to explore
perceptions and concepts related to youth issues in the AMCs.

Also, and as one of the ethnographic fieldwork results, CAWTAR
produced a set of youth life stories reflecting narratives of three
Tunisian young people from different regions. These life stories
already available on the SAHWA project official web site figure
out the self-representations, perceptions and cultural trends as
viewed by young people in each region.



pregnancy and childbirth deaths, marriage of
minors, forced illiteracy, denial of education and
further education, marginalization and exclusion
from participation in public affairs and decision-
making circles, denial of access to resources and
services , unequal pay for the same work...

The list goes on and on in the manifestations of
discrimination, which have severe consequences
and implications affecting not only women, but
also casting a shadow on the family and society.

International and UN conventions, treaties and
conferences work to address all of these. They
seek to bridge the gaps and find mechanisms to
push for solutions, although it appears from the
figures, statistics and data that the efforts have not
reached the required level and that the dark reality
related to the situation of women and their place
requires sounding the alarms in different regions of
the world.

Indeed, Arab women are still living in poor situations
and suffering in the wake of the outbreak of wars
and conflicts here and there. They therefore have
become the most vulnerable and fragile link and
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the most threatened and prone to dangers and
setbacks.

With all this momentum, movement and
permanently changing reality, all eyes today and all
the clocks are turned to the 2030 deadline set by
the Sustainable Development Strategy document
to transform the world through the implementation
of a new development agenda containing 17 goals
and 169 targets. Is there hope to achieve parity in
the planet on all levels? And in all regions?

It will not be enough to wait, because responsibility
is shared and must be borne by all actors without
exception and must also involve stakeholders,
especially marginalized groups.

And to make the critical events and precise dates
which we celebrate from time to time to honor the
efforts of women of the world or to pay homage
to the dedication of human rights or... to be a
valid catalyst for the activation of rights and the
realization of their rights without any discrimination
whatsoever, and to be firm steps towards a world
that can accommodate all ®
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would parity come to the planet by 20302

109 years have passed since American women workers held protests to demand justice and
equality in employment, protection, pay and working hours, as well as the right to education and
knowledge, and to denounce manifestations of discrimination and abuse and child labor, and this

was precisely on March 8, 1908.

In the world, 40 years have elapsed since the celebration, for the first time, of that anniversary
since the adoption by the United Nations Organization of the International Women’s Day in 1977.

During that day we all celebrate the struggles of women in all parts of the world and raise our voices
loudly to call for the fulfillment of the rights and their application on the ground and enacting
necessary legislative reforms to enshrine the values and principles of equity, equality and justice.

rights reap the harvest of a full year of struggle,

mobility and achievement made in terms of
promoting these rights and pushing for a more
equitable and fairer environment, one that is more
conducive to women’s realization of their human and
legal rights.

Every year, defenders and advocates of women’s

2017 - J15i//um)l—n - 64 32__c L4598

19

Lobna NAJJAR ZOGHLAMI - Cawtar

This harvest, however, does not neglect to remind
of the difficulties and manifestations of injustice and
unfairness practiced against women here and there,
only because they were born female.

Feminized poverty, rape, domestic violence,
exploitation, circumcision, war and conflict risks,
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any battles have been fought by Arab

women to obtain their rights ... They

have won in many rights battles, lost
other battles and are still fighting on many
fronts to obtain a right, and develop another and
prevent another of falling...

In our Arab region, women have fought to win
a recognition of their rights. However, that
recognition has to a certain extent awaited
confirmation of those rights and enjoying them
effectively.

Therefore, the road is still long, and many are
the successes that have not yet been achieved
in terms of closing the gaps and making the
necessary legislative reforms towards the
establishment of real equality before the law and
in the law.

As we all celebrate March 8 as the International
Women'’s Day, we seek as much as possible to see
the evolution of the situation with a positive eye.
We remember the names of hundreds of women
who have led heroic struggles to promote the
status of women and their place in society... and
of course we will not forget our mothers and
grandmothers who have worked to put us on
the right path that leads us to modernity and
progress, while they were far from this path and
were forced not to follow it.

Nevertheless, they worked at home, in fields
and farms without pay, and without having
their active roles within their families and
communities valued. Their enjoyment of the
right to education depended on the will of the
father, and their choice of the husband was
involuntary.

Today, many Arab women enjoy equal rights in
professional and political life. They have the right
to vote and stand for office, and the doors have
been opened to them in all professions.

But other women are still struggling for the same
rights enjoyed by their counterparts and are
deprived of many of their human rights.

| am sure that their march will inevitably lead
to success towards the establishment of real
equality before the law and in law, no matter how
long it takes and even if the way would be beset
with thorns and wounds.

The most serious obstacle to women’s freedom
comes from the closest people, family and
parents who enjoy the «male privilege”, which is
practiced and upheld in private space where the
first perceptions and ideas are formed about the
roles of women and men and their abilities and
status in the family and society.

In Tunisia, where the Personal Status Code
is considered the closest legal document to
achieving full equality between women and men
with regard to marriage, divorce and responsibility
for children, it is owed to our mothers and also
to our sisters who have struggled in institutions,
unions and associations that took the risk to
achieve more justice and equality.

This is also due to an elite of enlightened and
modern men interested in issues and concerns of
women who actively participated in the defense of
women'’s rights prior to independence, but also
before the revolution of January 14, 2011, and
then within the movement we have experienced
over the last few years.

May we celebrate March 8 every year and make
it a step towards true justice and full equality that
ends discrimination and violence against girls,
adolescents and women around the world as
one of the most important obstacles to women's
empowerment.

It is my hope that this date will lead to further
consolidation of a culture of peace and dialogue,
thanks to the concerted efforts of all actors who
support women'’s issues and rights, each from his
position®




