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Mrs. Naima Hammami’s course was rich with work and
activity. The beginnings were in the Faculty of Arts and
Humanities in Tunis where the idea of political action
started to materialize in her mind.

The university dormitory was home to her first petition
movement demanding the right to adequate student
housing and the right to enjoy the same rights as male
students in terms of university services and food.

Within these spaces, she experienced trade unionism
and the various difficulties that accompanied it. There,
she achieved her first successes in the face of threats
and constraints, and confirmed her ability to lead and
struggle.

After graduating and taking office at the technical high
school in Ouardia, she joined the union and was keen
to attend meetings of the general union of secondary
education.

After her “tenure”, she ran for the base union elections
at the Ouardia high school and served as secretary
general of the main union until the mid-1990s.

In 1996, she was nominated for the elections of the
General Union of Secondary Education and served for
four consecutive terms as Assistant Secretary General of
the General Union of Secondary Education until 2014.

She run for the membership of the National Executive
Board of the Union in three successive conferences:
2002, 2006 and 2011, but she secured a victory only in
the 2017 elections by winning 334 votes and becoming
Assistant Secretary General for Arab and Foreign
Relations and Migration.

Mrs. Naima Hammami believes that her victory in these
elections upholds the principles of the Tunisian General
Labor Union, which are equality, justice and democracy.
She also sees in it a rehabilitation of her own person as it
crowns a long march of struggle and union action.

At the same time, it represents a support to female trade
unionists and enhances the value of the union as a long-
established organization since she and others believe
that the absence of women in the executive board of
the Union has for years and years been a “stain” and a
black point in the history of the Union.

Like all other Tunisians and civil society activists, she lived the
events of “Black Thursday”, January 26, 1978, a day of general
strike in which trade unionists fiercely defended the social and
economic rights of the working class and the rights of all Tunisians
and paid a dear rice with their blood and freedom.

Then came January 26, 2017, which Naima Hammami considered
a “rosy Thursday” by all standards, as it resulted in the accession
of afemale member to the new Central Command of the Union for
the first time in the history of this long-established organization.

It also saw the adoption of Article 3 of the General Statute of
the Union establishing a new mechanism that supports women'’s
presence through the allocation of at least two seats within
all the Union structures, from the Executive Board to the base
union, which will strengthen the presence of female unionists in
decision-making circles.

Speaking about her new position as Assistant Secretary-General
in charge of Arab and external relations and migration, she said
time has come for women to take charge of more comprehensive
files rather than those of women, youth and associations.

Her view was shared by many male and female trade unionists
who considered she deserves to take charge of vital and
“difficult” files.

Mrs. Naima Hammami’s accession to the Executive Board
translates a long breath and a march rich in activity and work
by a large number of women trade unionists whose presence
within regional unions has evolved, giving a great deal of hope
to other women.

It should be noted that the 2017 elections also resulted in the
accession of two women to the administrative committee,
namely in the financial control authority and the rules of
procedure body.

Ms. Naima Hammami’s success is primarily a personal success,
but as she sees it, a success for all women unionists within
the Tunisian General Labor Union and for all women who are
yearning for equality, freedom, social justice and democracy.

She is determined to continue the march and to work with
all seriousness and sincerity for these women trade unionists
and women workers and for all women and men within
the organization and men and women workers. She is also
determined to work for the further development of her
organization and for her country as well ®
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Naima Hammami first woman in Executive
Board of Tunisian General Labor Union

How a woman made
January 26, 2017 a Thursday
lll Iﬂﬂﬂlelll color

On January 26, 2017,
for the first time in its
history, the Tunisian
General Labor Union
saw the win of the
first woman to accede
to its Executive Board,
namely trade unionist
Naima Hammami,
the candidate in the
national unity list.

This was in the
elections of the 23rd
Congress of the Union,
thus putting an end
to a long period of
the absence of female
trade unionists in
Tunisia from decision-
making circles of the
union within the higher
central structures.
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In recognition for her struggie to Improve conuitions
ol women working in informal sector:

Awadiya Mahmoud

presented with U.S. Secretary of State’s
International Women of Gourage Award

She was born in 1963 and left the region of South Kordofan,
torn apart by war and tribal conflicts, to Khartoum.

In 1979, she sold her tea in the streets of Khartoum under
the burning sun as a marginal occupation, earning an
income of not more than 50 pounds, i.e. not more than
four dollars a day.

She and her fellow workers in her profession suffered from
the harassment of public order police, trials and fines and
the confiscation of the equipment they use in their work.

They also suffered from the negative perception of the
nature of their work, the suspicion and mistrust with which
they are looked at by society and the latter’s doubts about
their honest intentions, as she said in a press interview
after returning home crowned with the Secretary of State’s
International Women of Courage Award.

Awadiya Mahmoud, who has no academic qualification, was
determined to improve the conditions of her fellow workers, tea and
food vendors and protect them from the oppression of the public
order police.

She formed a union of tea and food vendors to counter the injustice
faced by women working in marginal occupations, most of whom are
from conflict zones in Darfur, South Kordofan and Blue Nile.

In addition, the Union aims to provide material assistance to its
members in various events and pay fines to the convicted, through
symbolic contributions paid by all members of the Union whose
number does not exceed eight thousand.

With the help of non-governmental organizations, the Union has been
able to provide legal assistance to many members before courts.

Through this union, Awadiya has helped to raise women’s awareness
about their rights, especially in cases of police harassment and
violence.

In collaboration with the Khartoum State Cooperative Foundation and
with the guarantee of the union she headed, she provided the means
of production for a large number of working women to contribute to
improving their economic situation.
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She also provided guarantee to 116 women applying for small loans
from the Family Bank. Due to the inability of many of them to pay the
bank, Awadiya Mahmoud was imprisoned, but she came out stronger
and more convinced of her cause and the issue of women working in
marginal occupations.

In recognition for her efforts and struggles to improve the situation
of displaced women economically and legally, she was selected
among the most courageous 10 women in the world to receive the
“Women of Courage Award” by the US Department of State, where
she received the award from Secretary of State at the time, “John
Kerry” at a ceremony in Washington held in March 2016. The Mayor
of Kentucky also presented her with the pure-gold key to the city.

In Sudan, Awadiya Mahmoud is called the “Food and Tea Lady”,
following the expansion of the Union and a large number of women,
exceeding 8,000 in Khartoum joined it..®
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The Tunisian press is not free ... Tunisian journalists are

suffering the injustice of the authority and its declared
and hidden organs ... Media owners are racing to achieve
loyalty, obedience and trampling on the dignity of
journalists and ignoring their rights .. The media in Tunisia
is governed by the advertiser and the one in charge of
public advertising. The general public waits for neighboring
papers and satellite channels to tell them, for example,
about the situation in Redeyef... As for the editors, most of
them are waiting for all the news stories provided by the
official news agency to fill the pages of the newspapers
... These are facts that we had said before political police
besieged the headquarters of our union and prevented
us and free journalists from entering and assaulting our
president (of the union) ... Despite this we continue raising
our voices and say more than that...

he accusations that come from time to time will not

deter us from imposing the independence of our union

and defending the freedom of our press... We will not
moderate the demands in the face of those who were instructed
to falsely accuse us... and the “putschists” will not distract us from
the essence of our cause with their rubbish and mistakes that
cannot be committed by a student at the Institute of Journalism,
who is keen as he was taught to check the information before
writing a news story...let alone a journalist who as soon as he
was appointed a trade union leader filed a complaint, dedicating
in doing so the trial of free journalists and seeks to imprison
them while he has no idea about the financial issue.
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I wished one of the putschists or those who ordered them
and they obeyed while crawling see the face expressions
of the investigator as he himself grew certain not only
of the accuracy of our accounts and the cleanliness of
our hands as this is obvious, but the concern of all of
us not to hand the reins with which we were honored
by journalists, without threat or pressure, over to an
illegitimate side. .. To a group that wants to start its illegal
work by imprisoning journalists and possibly ending it by
killing or displacing them while continuing to dry the ink
of their pens at every moment, terrorize them and bring
them to their knees...

What probably confirms the confusion of those who
overturned the legitimate board of the union and their
turn around, waiting for some instructions that may give
meaning to their presence in a place that is not theirs,
is their broad imagination, which alluded to them that
money had landed on the headquarters of the union in
their absence so we filled the bank account of the union.

They may also believe that we received some of the
blessings granted by the ruling party last 15 August, the
date when many faces joined the dust bin of history, so
we spent, spent further and mismanaged funds which
have not ended so we transferred some them to Swiss
banks and the president of the union was absent these
days because he was buying a yacht for us and a series of
cars... This has driven the most honest among journalists
to file a complaint to prevent us from the flow of funds
and prevent us from achieving our private interests...
Aren’t these far-reaching absurdities? Is this “correcting
the path” about which we saw only much ado and
nothing in return.

Everyone knows that the SNJT, unlike all the unions of
the world, receives no support from any side and no
percentages of advertising revenues are deducted for its
benefit, as is the case in different countries of the world.

Nevertheless, its legitimate leadership is accused of
financial mismanagement in a poorly written, directed
and executed drama ... Enough ... Enough ... Enough...
Because Tunisian journalists no longer afford humiliation
and hates to be most of the time forced to ignore the
events and content themselves with margins ... And have
decided not to be the weakest link in the media sector.

As for us, members of the legitimate board, we regret
only one thing, as Lincoln said ... that we have only one
life to sacrifice for our freedom...
Nejiba Hamrouni ®

Al Wassat Newspaper - 30/09/2009



Indeed, when men began moving, the male logic first, the
conservative society second and the family and social responsibilities
third and fourth required... Women to lag behind, even if they are
the companions of men, their sisters or their wives and twin soul...

After years of feminist and rights struggle, some have opted for
the quota mechanism to reduce the difference between half of the
society that has made strides and the other half that is still groping
its way forward.

This way was enlightened by women activists who left their marks
through a beacon shining light for those who come after them, and
evidence of the difficulty of walking amid the minefield of obstacles
placed in the way of women seeking political action and keen to
participate in public affairs.

Some countries have adopted the quota system to bring half the
society close to each other and reduce the distance, especially
since the experiments have shown that their side-by-side advance
and their departure from the same point is a guarantee for the
development of society and the advancement of men and women
despite their biological and psychological differences.

And because Tunisian women are demanding to join the ranks of
those advancing in the direction of political action, they have not
stopped short of that but fought in various areas of knowledge and
science and distinguished themselves in most of them and entered
what was considered prohibited, in preparation for a day in which
the enemies of the complementary society would put efficiency as
an excuse. They got armed and civilized and won the support of
men who believed in their right to start from the same point.

On the basis of the above, the principle of parity does not distinguish
between women and men, but puts them on the same starting line
and gives them the same chances to ensure that the one who is the
most efficient in his/her campaign, programs and ability to reflect
people’s concerns and political vision wins.

The benefits of this revolutionary decision are not limited to this
point. They rather went beyond, since the political parties and the
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components of civil society, although in a short space of time, got
down to adjusting their work plans and strategies to attract active
women and ensure active and practical participation of women,
away from the “decorative” theory.

Certainly, the number of members of the Higher Authority for
the Realization of the Revolutions’ Objectives, Political Reform
and Democratic Transition who voted for the principle of parity
and those rejecting its wording as stipulated in Article 16 of the
Electoral Law demanding its amendment and preferring quota
over parity was close.

However, what gives rise to assurance though with a caution
mixed with fear is that those who were against parity in essence
completed disappeared from the hall or rather hided their real
convictions in line with political calculations that may be legitimate
if they are from the essence of general principles

Those who voted for the principle of parity without conviction and
those who backed off from the essence of the principles because
they collide with their political calculations, were two sides that
were surprised by a majority siding with the principles no matter
what the circumstance and whatever the political reality and
understood that post-January 14 Tunisia does not accept half
solutions.

The result of the elections of the Constituent Assembly may not
satisfy some, under the pretext of the lack of readiness of most of
the women of this stage for political action.

The ineffectiveness of some or most of the male politicians we
have observed over decades has not been a reason for their
exclusion, but rather an opportunity for them to gain knowledge
and develop capabilities.

It is therefore more useful to give revolutionary decisions their
right to root out to discover the political skills that abounds in
Tunisia women or men...

We have also to keep in mind that revolutionary decisions provide
us with the necessary force to change mindsets. Therefore,
it is not appropriate to look at our society with the glasses of
discrimination, racism and masculine thinking and at the same
time demand that it reaches the level of developed countries.

Indeed, the decision of parity leads us to wear glasses, through
which we see the Tunisian people, whether, men, women, young
or elderly.

This will only be possible, when we clamor for the appointment of
a man to head the Ministry of Women, so that we would all know
that the concerns of women, family, children and the elderly are
... far from menstruation, childbirth and breastfeeding, and when
we appoint a woman to head the Ministry of the Interior and also
know that this has nothing to do with muscles, mustaches and
hoarseness of the voice ®

Attariq Aljadid Newspaper - 2011
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A man heading
Pressfreedom e Ministry

Her first concern was the freedom of the
media, for the defense of which she selflessly
fought in order to “breathe freedom.”
The lioness of the Tunisian press wrote
with audacity and courage, expressing her
rejection of repression and harassment and
shouting out loud and clear “no to bringing
press and journalists to their knees”.

This was not when the January 14, 2011
Revolution brought the winds of freedom,
but rather years ago...”the Years of Embers”...
Her second concern, and both are inextricably
linked was women’s concerns. Indeed, if you
have a look on its articles, you will find a lot
of what her pen wrote advocating for and
supporting women'’s rights and a conviction
that “parity just like freedom are two
principles on the notions and meanings of
which we must not disagree”...

Her greatest concerns ... The fronts in which
she fought the battles for the freedom of
information and freedom of women ... Her
keen sense, which is known only to her
friends and loved, is summed up in these
collections of what she admirably wrote.
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arity is like freedom; we must not disagree on their

notions and meanings... Parity is a principle that

enables women to participate, act and give. It is a
social demand for which we strive, struggle to achieve, close
our ranks and put strategies.

Parity in the political process is not a gift granted to women,
it does not either carry an offence as some people have
understood it.

It is rather a right that for which many men and women
sharing the status of humanity have fought for decades...
So How do some Tunisians hesitate to understand the
revolutionary nature of this choice that has not only broken
with the policy of women’s exclusion from certain areas and
above all politics, but honored women and society behind
them when breaking with a postcard spreading women as
mere décor in the political scene? ...

The moment as | lived it personally was historical by all
standards and the decision was revolutionary in all senses.
The country is Tunisia after the revolution, and the stage is for
construction on irreversible bases. It rather requires linking,
even if hypothetically, the moment of the issuance of the
Personal Status Code in its time and place with the moment
of ratification of the electoral law which provides for the
principle of parity

This linkage, which eliminates all hesitation or political
calculations or lack of familiarity with the gender approach,
imposed itself at a pivotal moment and hands were raised in
the Chamber of Advisors’ hall, in a sign of victory for all society,
not half of it.

In order for every Tunisian men and women to realize the
importance of this moment, we must distinguish between
guotas and parity. Indeed, quotas, which we have reluctantly
accepted, especially in such a country as Tunisia, is a positive
discrimination trying to compensate half the society for
years of exclusion and oppression and absence from public
spaces. It is a positive move which tries to bring women
closer to the starting point from which men began moving
towards political participation and action, leaving half the
society away from them.
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A special issue™ =
on Women in Arab
Trade Unions

-

of the
Development

he seventeenth objective

2030

agenda seeks to revitalize the global
partnership for sustainable development
by building and strengthening inclusive
partnerships between governments, the
private sector and civil society.

Sustainable

In this context, the success of the
Sustainable Development Agenda has
been linked to its ability to mobilize all
actors, supporters and citizens of the world

to implement them.

There
structures and institutions are at the heart
of these partnerships, based on their
central and pivotal role in establishing
and implementing social rights and in

is no doubt that trade union

promoting the climate of security and
social peace.

Arab unions have long advocated the rights
of workers in the sense that every worker
enjoys his or her full rights regardless of
their location or the nature of their work.

The trade union structures are therefore
the voice of the voiceless among those
who struggle to uphold their rights and live
in dignity.

In many Arab countries, trade unionism has
also been a powerful and effective front
for militant action. It has played a major
role in adjusting the balance of political
power and making the economic and social
dimensions at the heart of the political
decision so that politicians and leaders
respond to the needs of all working classes.

Although Arab trade unionism has been
the real laboratory for enhancing women’s
leadership capacities and developing their
participation in public affairs, and has been
a cornerstone of the values of citizenship,
freedom, justice, dignity and democracy;, its
main shortcoming is its lack of adoption of
women’s rights and the principle of equal
rights among women workers, since this
issue has not been a core issue to be listed
within the missions of the trade union
structures or included in their agenda.

We should not forget that Arab unions have
remained unfriendly to women, since women’s
access to the higher structures of the unions
and their decision-making circles remains a
road fraught with obstacles and difficulties,
with the exception of some of them, especially
the media unions in the Arab world, even if
they have not reached what is desirable.

Many women journalists have occupied
advanced positions in the executive boards
of the Arab press unions after a long
process of struggle. The success of each of
them tells the story of a struggle mixed with
the taste of disappointments and victories.
I would like to remind the struggles of
Nejiba Hamrouni, the editor of in chief of
CAWTARYAT, the former President of the
Syndicat national des journalistes tunisiens
to defend democracy, justice and freedom.

Thus, today we find that all bodies and
institutions working in the area of women’s
comprehensive empowerment aspire to see
trade union structures help women to enjoy
their full social rights and their gender-based
rights, which are related to their being women.

Today, the creation of strong and effective
national and global partnerships with trade
union structures has become a strategic
and urgent task to advance the efforts of
many trade union structures to achieve the
required progress in terms of recognition
of all social and economic rights based
on the principles of equality, equity and
justice for all men and women @
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