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Notable presence of women journalists
and consolidation of discriminatory
practices

Women journalists leading position compared with men in all
traditional media. Their signatures appear at a rate of 61 in written
press articles and as newscasters to the tune of 71 percent in the radio.
The most significant presence of women was in the television where
it reached the proportion of 89 percent. In contrast, this important
presence has not translated into the level of news coverage, where
according to the monitoring results, female journalists are present
with higher proportion in the media coverage of social and legal affairs
(55 percent) and celebrity news (22 percent).

Clear weakness of human rights and
gender awareness

Women journalists are still not aware of the importance of
incorporating the rights and gender perspectives in their handling
of the news. Indeed, the monitoring process showed that women
journalists” interest remains weak when covering issues of concern to
rights and gender, as it generally does not exceed 3 percent, while the
rate for male Journalists was 14 percent.

Actually, men journalists take precedence in conducting reportage
dealing with equality issues both in terms of reportage on the subject
of women, or those of interest to the topics of family planning and
economic issues. While this side is completely absent with women
journalists when dealing with most of the topics with a slight reference
to this side in topics related to religion.

Wasted opportunities

Despite the richness, openness and reform initiatives that the media
field has seen after the revolution as well as the widening of the margin
of freedom of expression, it has been able, with respect to issues
related to women and according to the results of the monitoring, to
challenge the stereotypical image of women except in some cases in
topics related to celebrity or science and health news.
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In addition, no special attention to the issue of gender equality
was noted in most of the published stories. The majority of topics
has not sought to address the issue of equality between men and
women which makes the ratio of wasted opportunities significant
and covering topics related to traditional issues in which women used
to occupy a privileged position, including education and child care.
There are also issues related to daily life such as transport, religion
and other topics where women could have had a position such as
topics in which women are often excluded, including internal politics,
governance, world events or protests and popular movements...

Priorities for action
in the next phase

The issue of women and / in the media was connected with
numerous views and attitudes that emphasize that the media and
those in charge of them, as well as the sector’s professionals, men
and women, have not yet made the necessary effort either in dealing
with women’s issues as required by facts or in taking into account the
presence of women in all fields and therefore the need to provide
opportunity to them to express their views about all events just like
men and stand out in all the roles they actually undertake in life.

Women in Tunisia have not benefited of the new role of the media
from the post-revolution period. Indeed, the media handling of
various community issues has not been fair to both women and men
and the media treatment was not successful in drawing the diversity
at the level of the roles and status of various segments of society.

This is due to the lack of awareness of decision-makers in media
institutions that the women’s issue is not a sectional and occasional
issue, but is at the core of political and social movement, as well
as the failure of media content producers to discern the multiple
manifestations of discrimination, particularly undeclared ones,
which are not of great concern.

The media that accompanied the political and social transformations
of a society after the revolution and the dynamism and mobility at
the level of rights, independently of the status of women and their
roles, confirms that corporate culture represents an insurmountable
barrier standing in front of the processes of change.

Many studies indicate that even within institutions that provide fair
initiatives and opportunities, the dominant culture remain steadfast
and resists. Media institutions also reproduce the traditional division
of role within the institution where men are at the top of the pyramid
and women at its base. These are inevitably practices that affect media
institutions in which the high number of females, in particular at the level
of the editorial team, has not been reflected in the published content.

Faced with this situation, the media are encouraged to include
training on gender mainstreaming in media work within the training
programs that target their media staff and activate special sections
on women’s image within the editorial charter and push their
media staff to respect and apply them. Organizations and research
centers working in the field of women are, in turn, invited to show
greater openness to the media and to work on the consolidation of
co-operative relations and joint action with them.
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not exceeding 23% and with 22% in social and legal issues, while this
rate was 29% in science and health topics.

The Tunisian media also continued with their discriminatory practices
against women. Indeed, the presence of men was overwhelming
in most of the traditional media, compared with women whose
presence did not exceed 16 percent in radio compared to 84 for
men. In the written press, the rate of women’s presence accounted
for 20 percent versus 80 percent for men and this was almost the
same in the television, where the rate of women’s presence was 22%
compared to 78 percent for men.

And if we take into account the geographical scope of the story,
sources of information are still generally men at the national level by
80 percent; this is one of the indicators that have emerged as well as
through the monitoring of 2009. At the local level, women are the
source to the tune of only 19 percent, at the regional level by 24
percent and 17 percent globally.

Bearing in mind the monitoring results of the year 2009, these
indicators have registered a decline except for the global dimension,
where women were sources of global news in 2009, at 14 per cent.
Women come as a main topic in the news by a total rate not exceeding
4 percent, with a primary presence by 27 percent as a topic in the
news of interest to science and health.

Regarding delivering news, monitoring results indicate that female
journalists are present with greater proportion in the news coverage
of social and legal affairs (55 percent), while the presence of male
journalists is concentrated in economic news (31 percent) and
celebrity news (22 percent).

Women journalists occupied a leading position compared to men in
all traditional media. Their signature appeared at a rate of 61 percent
in written press articles, and as newscaster by 71 percent in radio
stations. The most significant presence of women was in television
where it reached the proportion of 89 percent.

Journalists, men and women, were more visible in general when
delivering national and local news, while the presence of women
journalists was more significant in the delivery of national news (65
percent vs. 33 percent for men) and less when dealing with the local
news (26 percent vs. 49 percent for men).

With regard to international news, the presence of men was low (9
percent), while it was totally non-existent for women. It is noteworthy
that the handling of global news has recorded a decline compared
with the results of monitoring in 2009, where it was 86 percent for
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men and 14 percent for women. This decline is explained by the
importance that the media now attaches to national news after the
January 14, 2011 revolution.

News from the perspective
of gender and stereotypes

The monitoring showed that women journalists deal with issues of
concern to women as topics relatively less than men with a rate
of 7 percent compared to 8 percent for male journalists. This will
be reversed when women journalists deal with men as topics,
where the ratio is 5 percent, while this percentage is less when men
journalists dealing with men as topics where the ratio is 2 percent.

Regarding reportage, journalists, whether they are women or
men, the percentage was equal (7 percent) in terms of highlighting
women as main topic.

The monitoring process also concluded that men journalists have
precedence in terms of reportage dealing with equality issues
where we find the proportion of 100 percent for reportage on the
topic of women, while this ratio does not exceed 20 percent for
women journalists.

Besides, men journalists focus on this aspect when conducting
reportage dealing with the topics of family planning and to a lesser
degree in economic issues while this is completely in-existent
among women journalists when dealing with most of the topics
with a slight hint to this aspect in topics related to religion.

With regard to issues related to stereotypes, it appeared that stories
deal poorly with these aspects, as these aspects were mentioned
only by a rate of 9% when it comes to news of interest to science
and health, while this aspect was completely absent in economic
news and crime and violence issues.

With respect to news challenging the stereotypical image, the
most significant ratio in the monitoring results indicate that news
that were prepared by female journalists do not challenge the
stereotypical image, except for a rate of 10 percent related to
celebrity news, while a rate of 20 percent of news produced by
male journalists came to defy the stereotypical image and their
content focused on science and health news.

Key resulits:

The media monitoring conducted on March 25, 2015 showed
that Tunisian media continued with their discriminatory practices
against women, since the presence of men was overwhelming in
most of the monitored media compared with women who saw their
presence decline compared with the monitoring results for the year
2009 from 27 percent to a rate of 19 percent in traditional media
and 23 percent in the electronic newspapers. Women are primarily
as main topic in the news with a total rate not exceeding 4 percent,
with a primary presence by 27 percent as a topic in news of interest
to science and health.



National report "Who Makes the News:
Gender Inequality in the Media”

“CAWTAR” center held a meeting with the press on March 312016 to
present the results of its Tunisian national report on “Who Makes the
News: Gender Inequality in the Media.”

The report was prepared in the framework of the Global Media
Monitoring Project (GMMP) for the year 2015, with the participation of
“CAWTAR” for the second consecutive time after the 2009 monitoring.

The Center presented the most important findings of the report and
its recommendations, reviewing as well current and future programs in
the field of strengthening the presence of women in the media. So what
are the most important results of monitoring the presence of women
and men in the media?

The media coverage in the Tunisian press has centered on events that
followed the terrorist operation which targeted the Bardo Museum on
March 18" 2015 and did not focus characteristically on the issue of
women.

The monitoring day coincided with a number of other international and
national events that took place in Tunisia.

The Tunisian press, particularly the written press, dedicated its issue
dated March 25 to covering the Global March staged on the opening of
the World Social Forum on March 24 which is held for the second year
in Tunisia. This important march was attended by several international
figures who came to express solidarity with Tunisia after the terrorist
attacks.
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Newspapers also dealt with the repercussions of the March 18™"terrorist
attack on Bardo Museum, one of the most famous cultural attractions in
Tunisia and in the world.

Contrary to the results of the monitoring for the year 2009, where the
attention of traditional media focused on political issues, in particular
news related to government activity, the results of the 2015 monitoring
of Tunisian traditional media showed that emphasis was laid on the
topics of community and health (343 news), celebrities (143 news) and
crime and violence (132 news). Regarding electronic newspapers, focus
was on topics related to celebrities and community, health and political
issues.

This shift in the concerns of the media in Tunisia reflects the
developments witnessed by the media and political scene after the
revolution. Indeed, the media tried to get closer to citizens’ concerns
to overcome the rift that existed between citizens and the media that
were confined to repeating

messages summed up in activities of political figures belonging to the
political system then in place.

Regarding the media handling of the women’s issue, their presence has
declined compared to the results of the 2009 monitoring, where it was
27% and fell during the monitoring process for the year 2015 to the
rate of 19 percent in the traditional media and 23 percent in electronic
newspapers.

Women'’s presence in the political and economic issues remained poor,
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Rosanna Quagliariello
CIHEAM Bari

What does CIHEAM Bari do to raise awareness about rural
women’s problems?

The Center favors training, awareness and
cooperation. Various activities aim at highlighting the role

played by rural women in society and at raising public

raising

awareness about the importance of rural women in the
economies of Mediterranean countries. We have built
a research network establishing partnerships between
national and international institutions including CAWTAR.
We publish a newsletter nearly every quarter, that is then
sent to hundreds of partners, experts, institutions, etc... the
center also holds events that contribute to sensitizing public
opinion about these issues that are not fully ignored but not
sufficiently known.

In the framework of the Ge.Mai.Sa project, what is the
contribution of CIHEAM Bari?

We studied this project with the Italian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Italian Cooperation to determine the best
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strategy that would enable us to reach out to most rural
women and to have better results in a well-coordinated
framework. We came to the conclusion that we have to
operate in an institutional framework. First, institutions
working to promote women should be able to operate in the
best conditions. They should also be able to be in contact
with different Mediterranean countries. So the role played
by CIHEAM Bari Institute is to coordinate these activities,
ensure good coordination and connect institutions and
experts with each other. Overall, we support all different
parties involved in this project.

How do you see the future of rural women in Tunisia,
especially with regard to your partnership with
CAWTAR?

Everything we do is to ensure a prosperous future for
rural women. Work has to be done in spite of challenges
and problems we face, but we have to look to the future
with optimism. We are aware that we will be able to reach

satisfactory results.
Yasmine Daoud



Launching event for the first platiorm for rural women in
the disadvantaged areas of Tunisia, Lebanon and Egypt

The Center of Arab Women for Training and Research (CAWTAR)
in collaboration with CIHEAM Bari and the Italian Agency for Cooperation
and Development announced the Ge.Mai.Sa platform launch

On June 14* 2016 a launching event was held in Tunis to
present the official platform for the Ge.Mai.Sa project.
“Enhancing Gender mainstreaming for Sustainable Rural
Development and Food Security Actions”

CAWTAR’s executive director, Dr. Soukeina Bouraoui
began with a speech about rural women issues in
Tunisia, Lebanon and Egypt. Samira Marai, Minister
for Women, Family and Children, spoke then about
promoting women empowerment and capacity
building at local level, her speech was followed by
CIHEAM Bari and the Italian Agency for Cooperation
and Development representatives (respectively
Rosanna Quagliariello and Cristina Natoli) who stated
that there are specific programs with chosen targets
that enhance women’s role in poverty reduction and
promoting gender mainstreaming actions in the field of
food security and environment.

Representatives of the organizations and institutions
organizing the project attended the event and discussed
about the main topics of the project: Promoting specific
programs with chosen targets for women empowerment and
capacity building at local level and enhancing women'’s role
in poverty reduction by promoting gender mainstreaming
actions in the field of food security and environment.

The online platform was presented in the event; this
platform consists in the main source of information as it
provides indexation retrieval in all types of contents (text,
audio, image, video, etc.) concerning the rural women from
the disadvantaged areas of Tunisia, Lebanon and Egypt.

Besides presenting the project, the main objectives of
this platform will be documenting the activities (seminars,
training sessions, workshops, etc.), publishing portraits
of rural women, providing visitors with rich content and
the latest news and events. Indeed, the online platform
will also have an entry for every one of the the three
countries. These entries will contain information about
Tunisia, Lebanon and Egypt, regular updates on the project
activities, events documentation and a contact note for the
experts involved.

The event also held a debate about promoting gender
equality and women empowerment in disadvantaged areas.

To better understand the point of view of the various
participating institutions, CAWTARYAT spoke respectively
with representants of the Italian Cooperation Agency for
Development and CIHEAM Bari on the subjects and the
problems of the rural woman in the Arab world:

Christina Natoli

Italian Cooperation Agency for Development

Do Arab women in rural areas suffer from double stigmatization?
What does your institution do to raise awareness about this issue?

The Italian Agency has been working for more than 20 years on
supporting gender related initiatives in Tunisia, particularly in terms
of legislative support with IGLO, an international organization based
in Rome. Cooperation includes legal matters and initiatives launched
by Italian NGOs to support rural women in the coastal and southern
areas of Tunisia. We have also planned a program to support the fight
against the school dropout phenomenon affecting children, a direct
means to support rural women for their children to construct their
future and do not have to leave school in an early stage, and also by
supporting extra-school activities for children to remain within school
premises and not hang out in streets.

More specifically in the Ge.Mai.Sa Project, what is the added value
of your partnership with CAWTAR?

The ltalian cooperation funded the program and assigned its
management to CIHEAM in Bari, which is specialized in supporting the
rural sector, more particularly women in this project.

Being yourself a woman, what is your vision for the rural women’s
future in the Arab World?

| very often compare the situation in Tunisia and Arab countries
in general with the situation in Italian rural areas, therefore | am
optimistic with regard to the situation; economic development will
improve in rural areas mainly for women.

Women are not vulnerable subjects, they are very strong! Their

strength only needs to be recognized at the legislative, economic and
social levels.
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others, which form the basis upon which the 2030 agenda

is built and the space within which it is realized. All of this
constitutes a compass, standards and the comprehensive
reference framework that explains the content of the agenda.
It also directs our policies and our intervention

There are three critical principles that must be respected and
adopted in the 2030 agenda approach, namely:

1. Integration, specifically the adoption of the
complementary view to the agenda, goals and targets
it contained and avoiding the fragmentary and sectoral
approach.

2. National ownership and national leadership of the
development process, through adjusting the global
agenda to the national characteristics and priorities
(regional and non-regional), and re-producing it in
the shape of a national agenda/ plan to which the

government and all national parties commit.

3. Inclusion through actual commitment to the principle
of partnership, and ensuring the real and effective
participation of all partners in the development process
at various levels and in various stages.

If these guiding principles are not respected, we may fall in
the error of repeating the fragmented approach which means
that we will not succeed in transforming the global agenda
into national agendas; we will also fail to achieve its goals and
limit the roles that are supposed to be played by each side,
especially the civil society, including research and thinking
groups, journalists and academics.

Beirut, July 18, 2016
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Goall: End poverty in all its forms
everywhere

Goal2: End hunger, achieve food security
and improved nutrition and promote
sustainable agriculture

Goal3: Ensure healthy lives and promote
well-being for all at all ages Goal
3 - Guarantee universal patterns of
healthy living and well-being at all ages

Goal4: Ensure inclusive and quality education
for all and promote lifelong learning

Goal5: Achieve gender equality and empower
all women and girls

Goal6: Ensure access to water and sanitation
for all

Goal 7: Ensure access to affordable, reliable,
sustainable and modern energy for all

Goal8: Promote inclusive and sustainable
economic growth, employment and
decent work for all

Goal9: Build resilient infrastructure, promote
sustainable industrialization and foster
innovation

Goal 10: Reduce inequality within and among
countries

Goal 11: Make cities inclusive, safe, resilient
and sustainable

Goal 12: Ensure sustainable consumption and
production patterns

Goal 13: Take urgent action to combat climate
change and its impacts

Goal 14: Conserve and sustainably use the
oceans, seas and marine resources

Goal 15: Sustainably manage forests, combat
desertification, halt and reverse land
degradation, halt biodiversity loss

Goal 16 : Promote just, peaceful and inclusive
societies

Goal 17 : Revitalize the global partnership for
sustainable development




The diagram below sums up this perception.
Conceptual framework for sustainable

human development (dimensional and
principles)

Dimensions

(five)
I/ ve

human rights,

equality,

sustainability and
Principles productivity.

(four)

Between the MDGs and the 2030 Agenda

The Millennium Development Goals (2000 - 2015) repre-
sented a brief list of the global development priorities list,
the most pressing at the time. It is limited compared to
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. They were
also formulated primarily from the perspective of the least
developed countries in the world, which made a number of
countries with average or high development levels consider
that they are not concerned with them in practice.

As for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development; it has
been drafted from a different perspective. Indeed, there was
an effort to make it more extensive and comprehensive in
terms of content. Moreover, it was designed as a framework
for development with a global and comprehensive dimension,
in the sense that it is valid for all countries. Indeed, each
country can find in it what suits its status and use it as a
comprehensive framework for development planning.
Therefore, it goes beyond the immediate priorities, to be
more closely linked to the overall development process, as
indicated earlier. This is an important point that should be

kept in mind.

On the other hand, it is necessary to be aware that the
document called 2030 agenda for sustainable development
is a closely integrated document composed of four integral
components which are the following:
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First, the declaration containing the shared vision,
principles and references;

Second, the identified development goals and targets;
Third,
partnership;

the means of implementation and global
Fourth, Monitoring and Review (the list of indicators
designed to monitor the progress globally was adopted
at end of March / March 2016 and became part of the
agenda).

Components of 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development

Declaration
Vision, principles and joint
commitment, call for action
Agen da to transform our world

2030

Sustainable development
goals 17 goals, 169 targets
and 230 indicators

Implementation
Means of implementation
and global partnership

We are drawing attention to this in order to avoid falling into
the partition that marked the general context in dealing with
the Millennium Development Goals. Indeed, there was a
negligence of the Millennium Declaration and the roadmap
towards the implementation of the Millennium Declaration
and the list of goals and targets was dealt with as the
Millennium development agenda between 2000 and 2015,
independently from the other most important components.
We will either probably fall into a similar error with the 2030
agenda or be limited to dealing with the list of 17 goals and
169 targets and that is a fatal error.

What is our approach to the 2030 agenda?

One of the lessons learned from previous experience provides
for working and seeking to avoid this omission and partition.
The 2030 agenda is more comprehensive than the goals
and targets of sustainable development, and the goals and
targets of sustainable development are more comprehensive
than the formula of their promotion. They must not be
confused. We also should not forget the declaration and
the guiding principles contained in the first part of the 2030
agenda, knowing that this section refers to other documents
and reports, including the Addis Ababa Action Agenda, the
Rio + 20 Action Plan, The Istanbul Program of Action for the
Least Developed Countries, The Paris Strategy for Addressing
Climate Change and The Beijing Platform for action, etc. As
well as founding references, especially the overall human
Rights system, the interrelationship between peace, security
and development, the concept of human development and
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What is the 2030 Agenda fer
sustainable Development ...

Introduction:

World leaders, who gathered in the 70th
session of the United Nations General Assembly
on September 25 picked a motto for the
development agenda for the next decade and
a half; “Transforming our World.» That was not
Random because the world today is facing great
problems and risks that threaten humans and
the earth al together.

Indeed, there is the challenge of climate change,
which has topped the list of global priorities
over the past years and still is. There is also the
issue of keeping peace and security that has
come up strongly since September 2001. It is
today one of the most important issues in the
world and is not a regional or local problem
as it seems sometimes in some international
discourse.

There is also the challenge of widespread
poverty and inequality as the core of social-
economic challenge that has strongly re-
emerged after the crises of 2007 - 2008, and
that persists through many manifestations, not
least the challenge of migration from the south
to the north, which is nothing but a product of
the development gap between the two worlds,
and the growing inequalities and disparities
between and within countries and other issues.

Here, too, we find that some of the global
discourse that ignores this problem or tries to
restrict it to certain countries runs the risk of
committing a fatal mistake because it does not
see not recognize the cosmic linkage between
crises that moves from one country to another
and re-occures from a decade to another, and
does not provide a remedy to them.

The Global Development Plan and Transforming
our World is facing this three-cornered challenge:
peace and security - poverty and inequality
- climate change, and any omission of any of
the three sides will have negative effects and
implications for the future of the whole world.
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2030 Agenda within the framework of the
development paradigm

The work on the preparation of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development was coupled with a review of the
concept of development itself in a move to develop a clear
paradigm of human development, and provide a more
advanced vision of its principles and components.

In this context, the reports of the preparatory committees
and the reports submitted by the Secretary-General of the
United Nations contained ideas that modernize the concept
of sustainable human development and closely link it with the
Development Agenda for the coming years. We believe that
this is necessary and useful, and has a positive impact on how
to understand the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,
and the way to adapt it, in accordance with the national
characteristics, and its optimized implementation in partnership
with all development parties, including the civil society.

We understand this interdependence through the following
elements:

¢ Toavoid any confusion, we read the term sustainable
with the
sustainable human development, which includes all

development as synonymous term
the dimensions of the development process and is
not limited to only one.

e We consider five dimensions (or components)
of development: the economic dimension, the
environmental dimension, the social dimension, the
political/institutional dimension and the cultural /
cognitive dimension which are equally important
dimensions.

e We consider that the principles that govern the
concept of development are the following four:
equality (or justice), human rights, sustainability, and
productivity / effectiveness.



Dr. Soukeina Bouraoui
Executive Director

1, 2016 the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable

Development which was unanimously adopted
by the international community. The agenda included
17 ambitious goals and 169 targets in order to
eradicate poverty, combat inequality, eliminate all
forms of violence and infringement of rights, achieve
comprehensive development that does not exclude
anyone, address climate change and ensure the rights
of future generations, etc.

The United Nations officially launched on January

The Agenda has emphasized that the upstream
planning approach is no longer valid after it proved
its limits, and that the ultimate goal of development
remains a «change» for the better, changing people’s
capabilities and their standard of living, and change
in frameworks and circumstances surrounding them,
and in the conditions of the earth and the way to
deal with them and with their elements and also the
change in the methods of work and implementation
and materialization of objectives.

For this reason, choice has been made on a motto that
embraces the concept of change, “Transforming our
World: 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”
by integrating the three dimensions of sustainable
development: social, economic and environmental as
well as important aspects related to peace and justice
and effective institutions.

Never before had a work program or a global plan
enjoyed as much global consultation as the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development did Governments,
experts, civil society, the United Nations system and
many international systems and business sectors
contributed to this unprecedented consultation.

What has been achieved in the Arab region over the
past two decades is significant and reflects significant
progress in several areas.

However, this progress was below expectations in
many countries and situations and unfair between
countries and even within them keeping million of
people outside the desired development scale and
letting others suffe from the impact of war, conflicts,
insecurity, extremism and terrorism, In addition to the
situation of the most vulnerable and fragile groups,
including people with disabilities, women, children
and the elderly in many countries.

Logic and objectivity require meeting those challenges,
and dealing with them through different and
innovative approaches and methodologies, including

for Sustainable Development

2030 Agenda

at the core of CAWTAR’s work

adopting the approach of partnership between all
potential stakeholders and those interested and
seriously committed to it.

The scope of the new Agenda and its ambition require
the contribution of all potential development actors
and within a participatory approach, especially civil
society organizations, national parliaments and
academic and media institutions, at both regional and
national levels.

Indeed, civil society and the media in the Arab region
have experienced in recent years a major development
in terms of quantity and quality.

They effectively impacted on changing a number of
conditions in some countries and contributed and
still do to shaping an influential public opinion and
in drafting a set of standards and methods of dealing
with official institutions and issues.

They are, therefore, the driving force whose energies
can be build on for positive change and human
advancement and contribute to the achievement of
sustainable development in partnership with various
actors and development partners and in responsible
freedom and integration.

To day, the Arab region is dealing with complex
problems. Some of its countries are facing suffocating
crises that turn out to be dangerous in many cases,
such as insecurity, armed conflict and terrorism.

This Arab situation makes partnership with civil society
and the media sector a possible solution or even the
best one to maintain the developmental dynamics
nationally and regionally and work to improve
the comprehensive and sustainable development
indicators for all and achieve real change in the living
conditions of people.

Actually, civil society and the media are more
empowered than others to conduct them because of
their proximity to people and their knowledge of the
specific elements of their attitudes and behavior.

In coping with the millennium development goals,
strengthening the capacity of civil society organizations
and taking into account its work accumulated over
many years in the framework of the Arab network for
Gender and Development, « @NGED,» “CAWTAR” has
continuously sought to entrench this path and build
on it by working to contribute to the achievement
of the goals of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development.

Hence, the center will soon kick off the implementation
of a new project themed «The Role of Civil Society
and The media in achieving the Goals of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development», in order to

prepare components of civil society and the media in
the Arab countries and develop their abilities, so that
their contribution would be active and prominent in
achieving the objectives of the development agenda
and making the positive change expected and to
which all countries of the region and the world have
committed.

It is a project supported by the Arab Gulf Program
for Development «<AGFUND» that will provide these
target groups over two years with mechanisms to
monitor states’ commitments, assess the progress
of implementation and support the sustainable
development goals.
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