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National Council for
Women holds training
program for media
professionals on ways
to support female
candidates in the media

In preparation for the 2015 Parliament and out

Women today hold
leadership
positions in many
fields in Kuwait

of the Egyptian National Council for Women's
concern to support and empower women
politically, especially in the next parliament, the
Council establishes a training program for media
professionals in all provinces under the title “
national and local media in the service of women’s

issues,” in the period from 11 to 12 October, 2015

Ambassador Mervat Tallawy, President of the
National Council for Women said the program
aims to train journalists on how to support female
candidates in the media and how to monitor
electoral violations, both in the election campaign
period and in the two days of vote and highlighting
them in the media through the Website of the
Council and the Egyptian women’s portal, in

Kuwaiti women were able to access many fields

of work, which were once exclusive for men, most

notably, the political sphere, civil protection and addition to the launch by the Council of a website

entrepreneurship. The number of Kuwaiti female specific to female candidates. There will also be a

workers has increased twofold in the last five years practical application for the preparation of a media

to 150,000 thousand jobs, with their share now
close to men’s in the labor market.

Women'’s increasing demand for work may reflect
the growing number of female university graduates
whose number exceeded the number of male
graduates. With laws that help integrate Kuwaiti
women in the labor market, some of them have
been able to access leadership positions.

2015 - yoblii/paim - 58 32 c L 598

plan for each province on how to support the
female candidates for the parliament in the media.

The Ambassador called for a strong participation
of women in the parliamentary elections, saying
this step is the last one in the roadmap that will
enable us to share in the advancement of our
country. She also called on them to vote for the
female candidates as they are the best-suited to
represent them and advocate and defend their
rights in parliament.



The Women’s Embracing Peace program in Bahrain Women's

Association organized an intensive training workshop on
Security Council resolution 1325 and the role of women in
achieving peace, to a group of women'’s leaders in the State of

Kuwait community.

The program which was organized over three consecutive
days covered several important topics related to UNSCR
1325, such as peace keeping processes, Windhoek
Declaration and Namibia Plan of Action, status of women

24

g

in refugee camps, the concept of
good offices as a peaceful means
to reduce conflicts, taking gender
perspectives in peace agreements
and the role of women in peace
building phase after war ends.

Civil who
participated in the training program

society organizations

emphasized the importance of the
role of organizations in spreading
awareness on UNSCR 1325, and
utilization of social media network
to disseminate important points of
the resolution, this was confirmed
by E. Asma Rajab-head of Women
program in BWA- she said practicing
what came in the training program
first starts on individual level and
then through the dissemination of peace culture in the
family and community level, there can be no peace on the
external level, unless we practice it in our lives on daily
basis.

their thanks and
appreciation for all the efforts made by BWA to conduct

Finally, participants expressed

this program, emphasizing the great benefit they gained
from this program, especially at this difficult ime women

are going through in the worlde
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criticizing the provisions of international
conventions on women’s rights, or some
of them that dealt with the issue of
violence against women.

The treatment of women’s rights has
differed from one country to another
with the adoption of the treatment of
these rights as a subject, according to the
peculiarities of the country and current
events in that country. It appeared
that there was a move to avoid going
into some of the “thorny” rights or
considering them “taboo”. These are
rights that are mostly a source of social,
ideological and religious controversy... As
is the case for the right to nationality and
the right to inheritance.

Image and presence of women
and men in the news in Tunisia

It is a report that monitors the image and
presence of women and men in the news
in Tunisia. It was carried out as part of the
Global Media Monitoring Project. This
project was launched fifteen years ago
by the World Association for Christian
Communication when the monitoring
process of print and broadcast media
began in more than 70 countries around
the world on January 18, 1995. And five
years later on February 1, 2000 and
then on February 16, 2005, followed on
November 10, 2009 by the fourth (V)
periodic monitoring and later the fifth (V)
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on March 25, 2015 on the representation
of women and men in the news.

The media monitoring process on
March 25, 2015 showed that Tunisian
media continue to discriminate against
women. Hence, the presence of men was
overwhelming in most of the monitored
media, compared with women whose
presence declined in comparison with
the monitoring results for the year 2009
from 27% to 19% in the conventional
media and 23% in electronic media.

The overall rate with which women
appear as a main topic in the news does
not exceed 4 percent, with a key presence
by 27 percent as a topic in the news of
interest to science and health.

Women journalists occupied a leading
position compared with men in all the
traditional media. Their signatures in
articles appeared, by a rate of 61 percent,
in written press and as a news caster by
71 percent.

The most significant presence of women
was in television where the proportion
stood at 89 percent. In contrast, this
significant presence has not been
translated in the news coverage, since
the results of monitoring showed that
female journalists are more present in
the coverage of social and legal news
(55 percent) while the presence of male
journalists is centered in economic news

25

(31 percent) and celebrity news (22
percent).

Female journalists still ignore the
importance of mainstreaming the rights
and gender perspectives in their handling
of the news as the monitoring process
showed that there is still little interest
from female journalists when covering
issues of concern to rights and gender, as
it does not exceed 3 percent, while the
rate was 14 percent for male journalists.
Male journalists take precedence in
reports dealing with equality
both in terms of reports dealing with
the subject of women, or those that
concern the topics of family planning
and economic issues ... while this side
is completely absent among female
journalists when dealing with most of the
subjects with a slight signal to this aspect
in topics related to religion.

issues

Despite the enrichment, openness and
revisionist initiatives experienced by
the media field after the Revolution
along with the widening of the margins
of freedom of expression, the results
of monitoring showed, with regards to
issues related to women, that news have
not challenged the stereotypes except in
some cases in subjects related to celebrity
news or science and health news.

No special attention for the issue of
gender equality was noted in most of
the published stories. Moreover, most
of the topics have not sought to address
the issue of gender equality which makes
the proportion of wasted opportunities
significant and general in topics of interest
to traditional issues where women were
given the privileged position, such as
education, care and children and issues
related to daily life, such as transport,
religion or other topics where women
could have had a privileged position
such as subjects in which women are
usually excluded including local politics,
governance, world events or population
demonstrations and protests...®



representations of their role, especially
among youth. Indeed, women are often
seen as oppressed sometimes and
dignified in other times.

With regard to women'’s interaction with
the users’ contents and their comments
on issues related to them, they are often
less involved in hostile communication
and are more serious in their interaction
with users’ posts.

The social media can be a space were new
forms of domination, silence, avoidance
and exclusion may stand out.

Users employ a vagiety of different cultural
resources in the%rpretaﬁon process.
Indeed, they interpret the contents of the
media relating to wor;\ﬁn within religious,
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sectarian, political or cultural frameworks
traditional or political.

This confirms that the technological
progress and the opportunities provided
for interaction and communication
and the modernity symbolized by the
social media space do not necessarily
lead to strengthening the desire for
communication and openness to others
and may give way to new types of abuse
of women.
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Overall rights dealt with in the media
according to Arab studies

Cultural rights
Social rights
Economic rights
Political rights
Rights within family

Right to litigation and access to justice

Civil rights

The study sample covered 10 Facebook
pages of Arab conventional media sites,
namely: Al Jazeera, UAE’s Al Bayan,
Egypt’'s Youm 7, Saudi Al Madina,
Morocco’s MD1, Tunisia’s MosaiquFm,
Syria’s Addounia channel, Sudan’s Al
Jarida and Lebanon’s MTV.

The study recommended the need to
use social media and the communication
potential they offer in order to strengthen
advocacy for women’s issues and
supporting them through the creation
of pages promoting balanced images of
women and their non-stereotyped roles
inthe community, and raising professional
media’s awareness about the need to
develop ethical charters specific to social
media that include principles relating to
discrimination against women.

It is an analytical study covering 94 Arab
publications in the period between 2005
and 2014. They are studies, researches,
reports, theses and scientific articles that
focused on the issue of media treatment
of women’s rights through research,
analysis and monitoring.

Studies and references have diverged in
dealing with the different rights in terms
of size, content and depth. They also
highlighted a disparity in the media’s
interest in their rights to the detriment
of others, besides a clear contrast
sometimes regarding the same right in
various legal fields.

Studies that have been analyzed focused
on the features of women’s presence
and their image in the media discourse
and factors impacting the development
of its orientations and functions without
delving deep in that or relying on
scientific, legal or statistical data.

Besides, the reference to women'’s rights
was limited to the side of demands
or awareness, without scrutinizing or
analyzing these rights or referring to their
content. This factor has dominated the
studies except those which focused on
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Offensive speeches
New forms of
tlomination, silence
and exclusion
Avoiding getting into

and equality

To keep abreast of changes that affect the image and presence of women
in the media, the center has in 2015 enriched its record of works about
women and media with three studies and reports that focused on the topics
of «Arab Women in Virtual Debate: a Study of Women’s Representations
in Conventional Media Facebook Pages,” in partnership with the Arab Gulf
Program for Development AGFUND, «The role of the Arab media in setting
national agendas of women’s rights», in partnership with AGFUND, UN Women
and the United Nations Development Program, «and the image and presence
of women and men in the news in Tunisia,” which was carried out within the
Global Media Monitoring Project 2015.

These studies yielded a series of results and brought about recommendations
aimed at strengthening the presence of women in the media, developing the
media treatment of their issues and pushing for the adoption of the human
rights and gender perspective in the produced content:

The study aimed at developing a
theoretical framework and an innovative
and systematic approach to develop a
system to monitor contents on women
in the social media and understand the
roles of social media in shaping the image
of women and the forms of people’s
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reception of and their interaction with
media contents related to women in the
new communicative contexts.

The innovative aspect of the study was
reflected in its opening a new knowledge
path in the studies of media and women
through considering the public — men
and women — speech about the content
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Arab Women in
Virtual Debate

A Study of Women’s Representations
in Traditional Media Facebook Pages

of conventional media in relation to
women in the new media spaces and
analyze the interaction resulting from the
intersection of the contents of traditional
media on women and the activities of
people around.

The study concluded that men are
more interested in women’s issues than
women, and that this interest does not
reflect an advocacy for women’s issues,
but is often embodied in a form of satire,
mockery, cursing and verbally violent
behaviors that demean women and
underestimate their position.

Participants in the virtual discussion use
pseudonyms in order to enjoy a degree of
freedom allowing them to express their
opinions and build virtual relationships
with users and communicate with them.

Users’” comments on women’s issues
often reflect traditional and stereotypical
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he Center of Arab Women for Training

and Research «CAWTAR» has been

pushing for years for the economic
empowerment of Arab women as a major step
towards political empowerment and to enable
women to occupy their rightful place in society
due to the roles they assume on all levels.

This action, which has been neglected
by politicians and advocates of women’s
issues for decades, has been imposed after
countries and UN and regional organizations
rearranged priorities and with the global
economic crises and the awareness taken
of the many roles played by economically
empowered women to be part of the solution
rather than an additional burden.

From this standpoint, «CAWTAR» has
defined some specific axes and areas of
intervention and was keen to target specific
groups. It has been able to chart out a
comprehensive path and design a plan of
action with clear targets in relation to the
economic empowerment of women.

This path has made significant progress
starting with the promotion of knowledge
and the inclusion of gender in economic
research, through the GERPA initiative which
saw in 2015 the completion of the publication
that includes researches carried out in the
framework of the initiative, as well as the
renewal of the partnership with UNIDO to
conduct a study on women entrepreneurs.

These efforts have developed and led to an
advanced stage with a clearer vision that
involved creating economic initiatives for many
and varied groups of women and youth and
making strides towards the creation of a center
of training and excellence in financial education.

This choice and vision were not separate
from a most comprehensive plan and
strategic objectives developed by the center
after an accurate diagnosis on the basis of
which it started implementing a World Bank-
funded project on «Supporting financial
integration of women and youth in North
Africa and the Middle East» in Tunisia,
Egypt and Morocco.

It was CAWTAR'’s belief that a respectable
level of financial education is a component
of citizenship and a right of all citizens
of all classes and ages that was behind
convincing partners and attracting funds
to work on the need to play an important
and key role in terms of financial education
and its pivotal role in achieving financial
inclusiveness in the sense of access and
use of financial services.

Indeed, financial education helps individuals
to make sound financial decisions that
impact positively on financial service-
providers, and they are better able to meet
their financial needs, especially in the
management of economic crises.

To ensure that the results are consistent
with the objectives and expectations, this
demand has been analyzed through three
quality studies on obstacles to women’s
and youth’s access to micro-finance in
Morocco, Tunisia and Egypt, from the phase
of financial education through the training of
trainers and target groups from many and
different categories with the production of a
number of media to raise awareness in the
field of financial education and laying the
base for distance learning... To identifying
different experiences and sharing them.

From this standpoint and on the basis of the
results achieved, “CAWTAR” has started
playing the role of a centre specializing
in financial education, whether through
receiving more service requests and the
specialization of the group working on the

project in the field of training of trainers
and working on the production of financial
education tools or at the level of active
trainers... and what is most important in
mentioning indicators that qualify the centre
to specialize in this area is the concern
to monitor the projects implemented for
women after the end of the implementation
period, to ensure the continuation of their
outputs, assess them and identify difficulties
and obstacles faced by the beneficiaries,
besides monitoring and helping continue
production and market products @
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