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especially processing of agricultural products, since only 2%
of these products are processed in West African countries,
including Senegal.

In the light of the foregoing and based on the specifics of the
situation in a number of rural areas in Senegal and its challenges,
the summary of the mission of survey carried out on the ground
and the dialogue with the many parties concerned, especially
the Senegalese civil society, “CAWTAR” has initiated two income-
generating projects for women in four rural areas of Senegal.

They consist in the establishment of a unit to process local
agricultural products and their packaging and marketing (cereals,
vegetables and fruit, peanut dough, etc.), and a poultry farm for
the production of eggs and poultry and their marketing.

Women who benefit from both projects (about 200 rural
women directly in a first stage and this number could double
in later stages) work and produce in the projects after receiving
a technical formation on production, packaging and marketing
methods, as well as training in other areas that contribute to the
success and sustainability of projects such as: gender and rights,
financial education, gender-based violence...

Project goals

“CAWTAR” seeks to ensure that its approach be integrated, so
as to build the capacity of female beneficiaries, not only in the
technical field in which they will operate, but also in the building
their capacity and providing them with the ability that helps them
continue and take initiatives even after the end of the project. It
is also keen to develop the capacities of partners responsible for
implementation in the field of gender, rights, financial education
and good and transparent governance.

“CAWTAR” has found support and assistance from both the
Islamic Development Bank and the Arab Bank for Economic
Development in Africa which were convinced of its approach
and valued its experience and the skill of its executives and
contributed, through funding, to the launch of the two
income-generating projects for women in Senegal during the
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years 2016 and 2017. Their practical goals are summed up in
what follows:

Improving the level of knowledge of women about
their rights and opportunities for their economic and
community participation

Valuing local agricultural products and the ability to
locally process them by women

Facilitating the economic participation of women in
the region through the creation of income-generating
activities

Creating and equipping a processing unit of agricultural
products and another for the production of poultry and
eggs in four rural areas operated and run by women
involved in the project

Building rural women’s capacity in the techniques of
processing agricultural products, production of poultry
and eggs, packaging and marketing.

Gaining local support for projects and establishing a
supportive official and community environment.

Through an inclusive and participatory approach, the projects
seek to create a model for the economic empowerment of
rural women based on the human rights approach, and the
establishment of efficient teamwork formats within a framework
that ensures the preservation of the environment and secures
the sustainability of the project. Emphasis is also placed on
the real participation of women not only in implementation
but also in the selection, management in decision-making and
monitoring.

The approved methodology includes strengthening the
administrative capacity, financial management and production
techniques and compliance with national standards in this area,
and developing the capacities of governance, transparency and
efficiency of field partners.

Factors that help ensure the success of the two projects include
winning the support of local communities and their support, as
well as the involvement of the local cells of the two associations
responsible for implementation and field monitoring @
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“CAWTAR” and its strategic partners have concluded to the
rightness of this approach, which contributed to the success of
its initiatives in a number of Arab countries. It was, therefore,
asked to capitalize on its successful expertise and experience
for the benefit of women in some African countries and it has
been agreed that its first intervention would be in Senegal and
its second in Cote d’Ivoire.

Reasons for choice

With a size of population estimated at 14.6 million, demographic
growth rate is still high in Senegal, reaching 2.8%, according to
the 2011 report of the Population Reference Bureau (3% during
the period 2000-2014: World Bank database). The poverty rate
is high; it is estimated at 46.7% of the total population according
to the national poverty line, while 45.1% of the population suffer
of extreme poverty (Human Development Report 2014) and
some sources state that 60% of the population are living on USD
2 a day. As for the annual per capita income it is no more than
USD 2174 compared with the purchasing power, (UNDP).

Senegal ranks 163th in the world according to the Human
Development Index, which is equal to 0.485 in 2013 (Human
Development Report 2014). It is part of the group of countries
with low human development. According to the same source,
the gender gap is 0.537, with Senegal ranking 119th globally,
the maternal mortality rate rises to a high level of 370 deaths
per 100 thousand live births, and the proportion of female with
secondary education at least is 7.2% while about 60% of women
are illiterate.

In low-income countries, such as Senegal, where agriculture
accounts for 32% of GDP and 70% of the poor population live
in rural areas, women represent an important agricultural
operational strength, whether active, productive or unemployed
because of many factors. They heavily intervene in the
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production of agricultural crops and thus provide an important
part of the food needs.

However, rural women in Senegal are facing many challenges
such as the difficulty of their ownership of the land, the
difficulty to take advantage of the financial market services
needed for microfinance, unfair distribution of wealth, shrinking
opportunities to participate and express their opinions,
discrimination based on gender, high illiteracy rates, and the
high percentage of households headed by a woman, estimated
at 30 percent in countries of West Africa.

All of this limits their participation in the development action in
its local framework and undermines a great energy that could
significantly contribute to human development at the local and
national levels.

Among the implications of this situation is that it increases the
rates of poverty amongwomen, and reduces the chances for rural
women and members of their family to benefit of educational,
health and social services even if they were available.

However many positive opportunities and elements leading to
the advancement of women are available in Senegal and they
can contribute to change the situation, at least partially, like the
establishment of the Parity and Gender Equality Department
and the adoption of a national strategy in the field since 2005,
which reflects a clear political will for the advancement of
women and to remove all forms of injustice and discrimination
affecting them.

Senegal also has a fabric of civil society organizations interested
in women’s issues and their economic and community
empowerment. Add to this, the creation of multiple “economic
interest groups and mutual societies, which focus mainly on
activities matching the peculiarities of local communities,



The start from Senegal:
(GAWTAR:» center makes its experience

The vision of the Center of Arab Women for Training and
Research “CAWTAR” is based on the correlation between the
different components o of the cognitive, political, economic and
community empowerment for women that make the acquisition
of skills and participation in the production sphere and the ability
to access the elements of income and financial independence
essential elements to help them improve their family and
community status and exercise their rights in participation,
providing opinion and decision-making.

“CAWTAR” women’s economic and social empowerment
projects seek to adopt an integrated approach that combines
human rights topics and the principles of citizenship and gender,
in order to raise women’s awareness of their rights and the
best methods and formulas for enjoying and exercising them,
in addition to providing opportunities for their economic
participation and improving their income and living conditions.

Based on these principles and convictions, the center has
strengthened the intellectual, research and training dimensions
by a complementary and supportive practical dimension
consisting in the creation of income-generating projects for the
benefit of women, particularly rural and marginalized women in
a number of Arab countries such as Sudan, Mauritania, Yemen,
Tunisia and Palestine, within the framework of a tripartite
partnership between the center and financially and technically
supportive sides an d other local from the civil society that
undertake field implementation, through guidance and support
from “CAWTAR”.

Such approach is justified by the fact that women in many parts
of the world are still suffering from many forms of discrimination
and inequality, reduced opportunities for them and limited
community participation resulting from many factors, most
notably unstable situation, economic crises and unsupportive
legislative  systems that sometimes uphold exclusion,
discrimination, marginalization, and poor cognitive abilities and
skills of women and other factors.

These factors have led to the higher feminization of poverty,
higher unemployment rates among women, low purchasing
power of rural women and their families, in particular, the
concentration of women in the informal and marginal sector,
their inability to access available funding mechanisms, the low
rate of their participation in social and professional structures
and the lack of their access to resources and services.
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Poverty, economic insecurity, the modest levels of education
and widespread illiteracy have prevented a large class of women
from exercising their fundamental rights in decision, choosing
and participation within the private sphere, the family, or any
public space, i.e. the local and national community.

As highlighted in the review reports of work programs
of international conferences related to population and
development (International Conference on Population and
Development in Cairo and the Women Summit in Beijing...)
and the Millennium Development Goals, economic growth,
sustainable human development and reduction of poverty levels
cannot be achieved in the light of discrimination, exclusion and
inequality between the sexes and between groups.

Therefore, it has been established with no doubt that gender
equality in all its social, political and economic manifestations,
as well as the active participation of women is one of the most
important challenges of development in every place and in
developing communities in particular.

The Economic empowerment of women does not only
contribute to the reduction of gender-based disparities but also
builds the capacities of women, strengthen their self-confidence
and enhance the opportunities for participation and decision-
making for them.

It would also reduce poverty and stimulate growth directly
through increasing women’s participation in the labor force,
productivity and income, and also indirectly through the ensuing
positive impact on the welfare of children. The conducted
studies showed that women’s participation in the economic
cycle contributes to the development of national growth rates
by about 40%.
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Gender Economic Research and Policy Analyses

Gender inequalities are deeply entrenched in Arab societies. In spite of significant progress since the
1970s, the Arab region lags behind others, in terms of access to income and voice. Women account for
only 6 percent of seats in Arab parliaments and an equally low percentage of business ownership and
management. Indicators of education show that female illiteracy across the Arab region remains very
high. In terms of health indicators, the ranking of Arab women is below average when considering
both the per capita income of Arab countries and public expenditure on health.

This pervasive gender bias in the MENA region continues to be one of
its biggest obstacles to successful development. It needs to be analyzed,
explained and attended to. We must understand the conditions of
women in our region, the cultural factors that relegate women to the
home and to non paid household and reproductive roles. They include
restrictions on the mobility of women and the gender division of labor
according to which limited types of jobs only are considered suitable
for women. On the economic front, retrenchment of the state increases
the cost of living, which force women into the informal labor market
under very poor conditions to maintain the household income stable.

Developing Gender Sensitive Policies

A problem that is particular to the Middle East and North Africa
region is the limited attention paid to how economic liberalization
and reform affects women and gender relations. In the limited cases
where researchers have focused on these issues, considerable gaps
remain on many of the aspects. In many countries of the Arab region,
legislature and policy making are implicitly assumed to be gender
neutral. But gender inequalities are the product of socially constructed
understandings of women’s roles and rights that are reflected through
institutions and through policy interventions.

A further problem is the difficulty of access to what data exists from
official sources. It is therefore important to support research whereby
gender-specific data can be collected. Research questions must make
specific references to women to ensure the research addresses their
particular circumstances; and both quantitative and qualitative data
must be collected to help identify specific gender issues to inform overall
policy making.

In developing and analyzing policy options, research output is more
likely to be attended to if clear and phrased in non-technical language
that is accessible to decision-makers. Assessing the quality of and
evaluating research outcome must of practical necessity to built into
research methodology and requires close cooperation between the
actors likely to be impacted by policy recommendations.

What is GERPA

GERPA is a network for Gender research competitions. It is situated
within the broader governance structure of the Sustainable Advance of
Gender Equality in MENA Initiative (SAGE-MENA). The overall structure
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has two components, namely GERPA, based in Cairo, and the centre of
arab women for training and research CAWTAR, based in Tunis,

The Gerpa mission

Mainstreaming gender issues into high-level research and policy
analysis undertaken by a variety of researchers and think tanks is thus
a core concern for the Gender Economic Research and Policy Analysis
initiative — GERPA. The challenge is to bridge the gap between research
and action.

Gender mainstreaming is the approach adopted by GERPA to integrate
women’s and men’s needs and experiences into the design and
implementation of policies and programs so that women and men
benefit equally, and inequality is not perpetuated. Gender sensitive
research is a crucial step toward mainstreaming women’s economic
participation and economic rights in the MENA region into public
policies.

The GERPA vision is to build on well established scholars, policy making
economic research institutions, think-tanks and university departments
by provide incentives and mechanisms to make gender sensitive
research a routine part of the policy discourse over time.

More specifically, the GERPA objective is to support gender research
within previous and so-called ‘gender neutral’ economic research
agendas and research related activities. It will provide incentives and
funding to incorporate the gender dimension within a select number of
high profile policy research activities as well as to initiate new gender
economic research of high priority. Research will include more than one
country in the MENA region, except in some cases where the research
is of a pilot nature.

GERPA is managed by a Research Director who reports to a Steering
Committee (SC). The SCis made up of seven highly reputable scholars and
chaired by Dr. Ismail Sirageldin, Director of the Bibliotheca Alexandria.
The Research Director, Dr. Heba Handoussa, Formerly Managing director
of The Economic Research Forum, Chairs an Advisory Committee (AC) of
up to ten members that provides technical advice to GERPA.

The GERPA Initiative is supported by the development Grant Facility of
the World Bank, and is seeking additional support from the corporate
and Donor Communities ®



Edited by the Center of Arab

Women for Training and Research

Dr. Soukeina Bouraoui
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espite revolutions, wars and conflicts and the instability

that prevailed in recent years in the Arab region, where

joint Arab action has become difficult and even impossible

with the collapse of many of the constants and the change
in many concepts, the Center of Arab Women for Training and
Research "CAWTAR" has continued to implement its strategic plan
which expires at the end of 2016.

It has equally reached many successes in the field of empowerment
of women and youth, promotion of cognitive abilities of the two
groups and development of their skills in a number of Arab
countries, either in terms of the culture of human rights, citizenship,
equality and non-discrimination or in the areas of economic and
political empowerment as well as strengthening the capacity of civil
society and the valuation of its roles...

The experience gained by the Center through the accumulation
of experiences on the one hand and the multiplicity of partners
and programs on the other hand are factors that have
prompted its success in achieving the objectives contained in
the strategic plan within the framework of a clear vision and
accurately defined directions.

Despite the importance of the activities and programs carried out
by "CAWTAR", it has developed an integrated approach that goes
beyond mere implementation to ensure the sustainability of some
projects and continuity until a real and tangible change is made on
the level of capabilities and skills of female and male beneficiaries
of projects and programs and ensure that the latter impact on their
attitudes and standard of living and especially their awareness of
their rights and claiming and exercising them.

The center has not stopped monitoring and supporting projects
and their impact, even after their completion, timely, administratively
and financially. It has rather contributed to ensure the sustainability
of women's economic empowerment projects through income-
generating projects, the integration of research and education
programs and the opening of new horizons and dimensions that
were not covered in the previous project.

Within the first strategic pillar of the Action Plan on
"Strengthening the social, economic and political empowerment
of women", the center has produced a synthesis publication of
the Gender Economic Research and policy Analysis (GERPA) on
economic empowerment.

It has followed it with a complementary work based on the
results of researches and focusing on entrepreneurship which
led in turn to income-generating projects for the benefit of
rural women and those with vulnerable conditions in a number
of Arab countries. All of them have led to the conception and
implementation of a training project on “financial education” for
women and youth and civil society.

In the same context, the center has implemented, in partnership
with the International Research and Training Institute for the
Advancement of Women, INSTRAW, a project on "Strengthening
leadership skills of women and the ability to participate in decision-
making and political participation” in three Arab countries. The
studies conducted in the framework of the project showed that

vulnerable economic conditions of women are obstacles to
their participation in politics, which has inspired the design and
implementation of a project that enhances the capabilities and
roles of the civil society given its educational and guidance role.
This has, in turn, led to exploring the true scale of the gender-
based violence and the center's steering of several projects and
activities in this area at both national and regional levels, the most
prominent of which was the development of a regional strategy on
gender-based violence.

In the second pillar of the strategy which pertained to
"strengthening the role of women in achieving environmental
sustainability and their role in the management of water
resources", the center launched the Arab Mediterranean project
on “"Strengthening the role of women in the preservation of water
resources" and developing gender indicators to feed the global
system of information on water and agriculture AQUASTAT of the
UN Food and Agriculture Organization and the “"gender and water
resources management” project, in partnership with the regional
office of the United Nations Development Program.

Within the third strategic pillar on "creating an institutional and
political climate supportive of gender", the center allocated a space
of its programs and activities for the rehabilitation of members
of the civil society and strengthening the capacity and skills of its
actors, especially after studies and research confirmed their role
in modifying a lot of attitudes and trends, and in accompanying
vulnerable social groups and supporting them in order to develop
their capabilities and use public services smoothly.

Therefore, “CAWTAR" has supported associations to be able
to engage in constructive dialogue, deal with difficult situations
and adopt rights and gender approaches. It has adopted
networking and partnership as a form of coordination and
integration between field actors and to value the technical
and material qualifications and the exchange of successful
experiences and expertise.

It is in this context that came the “WRACATI" project to develop
the knowledge of women and the civil society, in particular about
the legal and procedural texts relating to the status and rights of
women, children and the family.

This was the starting point for a greater and more comprehensive
research and documentation work that consisted in the
implementation of a massive program on “Arab Women and
legislation" the most important outputs of which was the fifth Arab
Women Development Report. That report was launched at the
beginning of 2015 under the patronage of His Highness Prince
Talal bin Abdul Aziz and covered 20 Arab countries.

There is also the report on Women in Public Life: Gender, Law and
Policy in the Middle East and North Africa" which was prepared in
partnership with the Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD).

In order to impart a practical and specific aspect on the project,
the Center has prepared country legal system profiles to develop
Arab legislation on women's rights and empowerment and a flyer
for each Arab country covered by the project.

2011-2021

The center will not stop at this point; it will also work on building
partnership with most of the Arab countries for the sake of monitoring,
follow-up and adjustment. It will use in this endeavor its information
and documentation system “CAWTAR Clearing House on Gender”.

With its experience and regional and global position, “CAWTAR”
is getting ready to develop its new strategy for the period 2017
-2021 during which it will build on its success and lessons learned
from its previous course whether positive or negative.

It plans, among others, to establish a "center of excellence for
financial education," which will be a mechanism contributing
to the materialization of recommendations of a number of
relevant researches in providing adequate information and
skill for women and youth who are preparing to launch private
projects, as well as to civil society associations to help them
evolve institutionally and individually.

This center will be a new stream and another brick added to
the supportive mechanisms on which “CAWTAR” relies in its
work and that include: the CAWTAR Clearing House on Gender,
CAWTAR Journalist Training and CAWTAR networks on gender
and empowerment @
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