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Jordan River Foundation

Date Of Creation :1995
The Head :Mah Khatib
Address :P.O Box 2943, 1118 Aman Jordan
Tel : (962) 6/5933211
5933212
Fax : (962) 6/5933210
E-Mail : nfo@jrf.org.jo
Web site : www.jordanriver.jo
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Artisanat Adichouf - Aklin

Date Of Creation : 1959
The Head : Jamel Takiye Eddine
Tel :(961) 3376644

5305937

5300644
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Fondation Zakoura Micro Credit

Date Of Creation :1995

The Head : Nabil Ayouch

Address : 6, rue Nagib Mahfoud-Quartier Gautier,
20000 Casablanca

Tel : (212) 22/226461/226431/226421

Fax : (212) 22/226505

E-Mail : zakouramc@casanet.net.ma

Web site : www.zakourafondation.org

Planet Finance Morocco

Date Of Creation : April 2002

The Head : Sylvain Dauban

Address : 7-11 rue Abdelmajid Benjelloun.

Maarif Extension,20000 Casablanca

Tel : (212) 22/777755

Fax :(212)22/981560

E-Mail : fbenharbet@planetfinance.org
Contactmaroc @planetfinance.org

Web site : www.womenartisansnetwork.org
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Al Badia Women Project

Date Of Creation :1981

Address : Beyrout, Lebanon

Tel : (961) 702760

Fax : (961) 703358

E-Mail : albadia@cyberia.net.lb
Web site :www.craftsandlife.com
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ir en faveur de I’environnemen
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Date Of Creation: 08/08/1999
Address : P.O Box 1732, Nouakchott, Mauritania
Tel : (222)5/255925

5/256732
Fax : (222)5/256732

5/255925
E-Mail : afe@afe.mr

_ boumouzouna@yahoo.fr
Web site : www.fae.mr

Elhanane Organization

Date Of Creation : 15/10/1991

Address : P.O Box 4329, Nouakchott, Mauritania
Tel: (222) 6526500

Fax : 5/255925

E-Mail : elhanane64 @yahoo.fr
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ENDA INTER-ARABE

Date Of Creation : 1990
The Head : Asma Ben Hmida
Address : route de bizerte Km3,immeuble chérifa,
bloc A , Cité Ettahrir 2042 Tunis
Tel : (216) 71/513327
513340
513331
Fax : (216) 71/513332
E-Mail : info@endarabe.org.tn
Web site : www.endarabe.org.tn

Office National de I'Artisanat

Date Of Creation : 1959

The Head : Mohamed Bousaid

Address : Avenue de 1'Indépendance, Den den,
2011 Tunis

Tel: (216)71/610919

Fax: (216)71/610922

E-Mail : ona.tunisie @email.ati.tn

Web site : www.artisanat.nat.tn
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Association Femmes en Communication

The Head :Nafissa Lahrach
Address :1, rue Bachir Attar ler Mai, P.O Box
323 - 16000 Alger
Tel :(213) 21/663635
660064

Fax :(213) 21/663635
E-Mail : medianes3 @yahoo.fr

fec95 @hotmail.com

isadf07 @yahoo.fr

Association feminine El Amel

Date Of Creation : Décembre 1995

The Head : Mahassen Grin

Address : Avenue Chihani Bachir , Alger
Tel : (213) 70813478

Fax : (213) 34/497161

E-Mail : mahassine_gr@yahoo.fr

AHRAIN

Awal Women Society

Date Of Creation : 25 Mars 1970
The Head : Faouzia Jacem Khaja, Muharraq,
P.O. Box 22162 Bahrain
Tel : (973) 17/678947
Fax : (973) 17/678927
334778
E-Mail : awalws@batelco.com.bh
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United Nations Development Programme

Address : B.O Box 2001 Djibouti
Tel : (253) 353371
320974
Fax :(253) 350587
Web site : www.undp.org
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Fair Trade Egypt

Address : 27 Yehia Ibrahim St. - Apartment 8,
1st floor, Zamalek, Cairo, Egypt

Tel : (20) 22/7365123

Fax : (20) 22/7383091

E-Mail : info@fairtradeegypt.org

Web site : www.fairtradeegypt.org

Siwa Women's Artisanship
Development Initiative

Address :18 El Mansour Mohamed Street,
Zamalek, Zamalek, Cairo
Tel : (20) 22/7367879
7381327
Fax: (20) 22/7355489
E-Mail : info@eqi.com.eg
Web site :www.eqi.com.eg

ORDA

Families Developments Association

Date Of Creation :13/03/1999
The Head : Myasser Saadi
Address :Jabal Al Koussour, Mansour ben Irak
Str, P.O Box 212604
11121 Amman - Jordan
Tel : (962) 6/4612723
4612701
4900876
Fax : (962) 6/ 4612723
E-Mail :fda@nol.com.jo

Jordan Forum for Business & Professional
Women

Date Of Creation :1976
The Head :Rana Khalil Al Akhal
(Executive Director)
Address :P.O Box 910415, 11191 Aman Jordan
Tel : (962) 6/5511647

5511648
Fax : (962) 6/5530092

5514591
E-Mail : ceo@bpwa.org.jo

jfpw @nets.com.jo

Web site : www.bpwa.org.jo
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The answer to this question obliged us to undertake additional efforts
and to contact a considerable number of organisations and resource-
persons.

We also photographed some of these photos at CAWTAR. We appreciate
the support of all who have made it possible to publish this Catalogue
which we also hope would let every specialized and interested
organization and individual to learn about the Handicrafts of women,
their experiences, and the characteristics of their respective countries.

I would like to thank the women who contributed their handicrafts,
organisations and individuals. This Catalogue would not have been
possible to come out with its rich contents without their crucial
support.

The catalogue demonstrates the handicrafts and experiences of women
in the Arab countries and the support of NGOs to their work. It does not
represent a scientific research of embroidery skills in the Arab region.
It is the entry point to be followed by further steps to gleam their rich
experiences and knowledge of embroidery arts through generation of
sample information to compensate the lack of references on this cultural
heritage and its related know-how.

Hedia Bel Haj Sebai
Documentation and IT Officer
documentation @cawtar.org



INTRODUCTION

When I first started working on this Catalogue, I expected that my work
would be easy due to the richness and various types of embroidery in the
Arab countries. However, after contacting different NGOs, women and
the members of CAWTAR’s Arab Network of Gender and Development
(@NGED) ), I have found out that to produce this piece of work, we
should move beyond relying on the diversity of embroidery, and to
directly contact the handicraft women and other specialized institutions.
I also needed to seek the help of a professional photographer to obtain
quality pictures of products that at the end require more financial
resources than those covered by CAWTAR and its partners.

The financial issue concerned us for a while. However, our genuine
interest to support these women and to demonstrate the richness of their
products has motivated us to excel the necessary effort.

These women, most of the time, work in silence and with great patience
to capitalize on their skills to : maintain their families, to protect their
daughters from seeking informal work and after all to overcome the
other daily-life daunting challenges of poverty.

I have received the first set of photos, which exposed the suffering as
well as the determination of these women. I have realized that it was
idealistic in the first place to ask them for high quality photos which
costs might exceed the daily earnings that these women need to cover
their monthly expenses.

This very fact poses a question :

Doesn’t the matter deserve more efforts that rise to the level of their
achievements, and the publication of a guide that suits their contribution
and their creativity that would be the same in value as the artistic books
and guides ?




-A brief presentation of the embroidery techniques in each country.

The Catalogue is available in both hard copy and CD and the different
products will be posted later at an e-commerce website as a key
marketing space.

It is worth mentioning that the Catalogue did not cover all the Arab
countries due to the limited financial resources, especially that the main
geographical focus of CAWTAR'’s project were Maghreb countries.
With its greater interest to promote Arab Women issues in different
fields and the strong support of members of CAWTAR’s Arab Network
for Gender and Development (@ NGED), the Centre has managed to
add six other Arab countries.

CAWTAR expresses its gratitude to the Islamic Development Bank,
the Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation and the
Arab Gulf Program for supporting the United Nations Developmental
Organisations for their immense effort to CAWTAR’ projects which
aim to benefit Arab women in different communities and fields; and
which reflects a priority focus of international community efforts to use
micro-credit to combat poverty among low-income Arab women, their
families and children.

CAWTAR acknowledges the efforts that Mrs. Hedia Bel Haj Youssef
Sebai , the Documentation and Information Technology Officer of
CAWTAR in preparing and publishing this Catalogue.

Dr. Soukeina Bouraoui
Executive director of CAWTAR



PREFACE

«By Thread and Needle» is an embroidery catalogue which includes
photos and information on the handicrafts of women who benefited
from micro-credit in the Arab countries; in addition it also covers the
experience of some organisations that support women in this field in
terms of financial support, quality control and marketing.

The Centre of Arab Women for Training and Research (CAWTAR)
has published this catalogue as one of the main outputs of its regional
project on “ICT and Enhancing Micro-Credit Services to Low-Income
Arab Women” which was developed in 2005 and fully supported by the
Islamic Development Bank.

At that time, the project was considered as pilot due to its unique interest
in improving micro-credit services on the one hand and in relying on
the information technology as a means for women beneficiary of these
services to market their products on the other.

The objectives of this Catalogue are :

-Create new markets for the women who generate their income from
embroidery.

-Shed the light upon the experience of women, especially after receiving
a micro-credit.

-Illustrate the efforts of some organisations specialized in supporting
handicraft of women.

-Demonstrate the richness and the diversity of embroidery in the Arab
countries.

The products shown in this Catalogue come from : Morocco Tunisia,
Algeria, Mauritania, Jordan, Bahrain, Djibouti, Palestine, Lebanon and
Egypt, and they represent :

-Photos of various embroidered products listed according to their
respective countries.

-A presentation of women’s experiences and life change gained after
receiving loans.
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