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On the other hand, the “Guardians”,
a women’s group working to provide
humanitarian aid launched the
“Supply Bag Initiative” consisting in
providing food to poor groups among
marginalized women in Khartoum
governorate, whom the health crisis
prevents them from going out to
make a living.

The supply bag provides the
nutritional needs of women or
families in terms of oil, sugar, flour,
rice and lentils.

In Morocco

People with special needs
and patients with autism,
from us to us

In the city of Salé and in the Said Hajji
neighborhoods, the “Parmi Vous”
association for People with Special
Needs and Autistic Patients has, since
March 20, 2020, urgently responded
to the COVID-19 virus with a series of
interventions for families of people
with disabilities.

The association undertook to
collect donations and distribute
them to families and it assisted the
local authorities in implementing
lockdown procedures and was also
involved in the efforts launched
by some of the pages of medical
colleges and volunteers among
health personnel that post remote
sessions in the field of psychological
support.

In Kuwait
“Stay active for Kuwait”

The Women’s Cultural and Social
Society has initiated a campaign
to raise awareness through the
association’s website on social media
pages, aimed at introducing women
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active in the health sector, providing
financial assistance and urging
commitment to lockdown... The
society also worked to disseminate
various governmental and non-
governmental initiatives in light
of the lockdown, such as distance
learning and prevention methods for
people with special needs...

In Egypt

masks inspired by
the Sinai heritage

The El Fayrouz Association in North
Sinai has started making medical
masks, with the participation
of dozens of women who have
previously received training on
sewing and embroidery by the
association.

What distinguishes that initiative
is probably that the multi-use
masks are sewn in different shapes
and sizes that conform to medical
specifications and are decorated
with embroidering outside the box,
in a way inspired by the heritage of
the Sinai region.

Therefore, its production is expected
to be very popular in the Egyptian
street, as the virus continues to
spread.

The production capacity of this
project is around 1,600 face masks
per day and the masks are sold inside
and outside Sinai through authorized
points of sale.
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The El Fayrouz Association for
Social, Economic and Environmental
Services is alocal association in North
Sinai that aims to advance society and
empower its members, especially
women, youth and children.

In Palestine

“From a Woman to a
Woman together we
survive”

The grouping of Women's
Development Institutions in the
Bethlehem Governorate haslaunched
a campaign “From a woman to a
woman together we survive”, through
the distribution of food donations to
a group of women heads of families
and women in vulnerable situations
and most in need in the governorate.

The campaign was conducted by
seven of the 15 institutions in the
grouping, namely, women'’s affairs,
Women Media and Development,
the Women’s Committee for Social
Action, the Women’s Center for
Psychosocial Counseling, the
Women'’s Center for Legal and Social
Guidance, the Development of Rural
Women and the General Union of
Palestinian Women.®



Arab civil society organizations:
all-direction interventions

In times of crisis, everyone expects civil society structures to play an important, if not pioneering, role in
supporting formal efforts to confront the crisis and work to overcome it.

With the spread of the COVID-19 virus, civil society organizations were on the front lines alongside health and
security personnel in efforts to respond to the needs of all segments of society.

Regardless of the organizations ‘readiness in terms of the availability to them of necessary human and financial
resources and their ability to face crises and risks, invent interventions and contribute to developing solutions,
assessing results and drawing lessons learned, they were present strongly and on the ground.

Their presence was meant to provide assistance whether in the form of donations, or conducting awareness
campaigns, or caring for and supporting the most affected and the most vulnerable, or in supporting the efforts
of the official structures.

All Arab countries, without exception, witnessed a prominent collective movement in which women and
associations were heavily involved, as well as various individual initiatives led by women, especially at the
level of fundraising, making face masks, and awareness-raising efforts...

This article highlights some of these initiatives led by women’s associations or women’s or youth groups in
various directions that differ in their contexts, conditions of implementation and perception, but they converge
in their noble human dimension where the preservation of human capital, human dignity and security is the

highest goal and the best indicator for measuring success in overcoming a crisis.

In Bahrain

WhatsApp and Instagram
for psychological and
medical briefing

In order to enhance government
initiatives in achieving the slogan
“Stay at home”, the Bahraini Women
Union launched the “We are with you”
initiative, in partnership with four
doctors to provide medical advice to
male and female citizens through the
WhatsApp and Instagram apps.

The participating doctors (3 doctors)
specialize in general medicine
and general surgery, pediatric and

emerging psychiatry, ENT, and
positive thinking.
The initiative aims to provide

assistance to wide groups of patients
by diagnosing their conditions and
prescribing the appropriate medicine

for them or referring them to other
specialist doctors.

It also aims to reduce the pressure
on hospitals, in order to be able to
more effectively and better respond
to cases of patients COVID-19.

Since its launch on April 5, 2020,
the Bahraini Women Union received
through this initiative... requests.

In Sudan

a mobile clinic for
female tea and food
vendors
Since March 18, 2020, the group
Sudanese women’s initiatives

launched their awareness campaign
on COVID-19.

In cooperation with young people
within neighborhood-based resistance
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committees, awareness-raising efforts
have been stepped up to introduce
the symptoms of COVID-19 infection
and how to work on protection,
besides the distribution of antiseptics
and masks.

The campaign targeted all sectors
of society by focusing on women
working in the informal sector,
especially those working in the
markets and in selling tea and food.

The initiative focused its campaign
on markets and some slums where
women do not have access to health
care services, education and decent
economic conditions, and the initiative
set up a mobile clinic to facilitate
movement in neighborhoods.

The initiative was echoed by a
group of pharmacists who provided
sterilizers and antiseptics, and
the Ministry of Health provided
educational and guidance posters.
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Among the users, we cite another source to show the gap
between males and females, because Arab statistics require
that the sources be stacked to identify the intersections indi-
cating - and this is another aspect of the diaspora - to show
the indicators of the digital divide between women and men
in the Arab region, and to confirm that its implications will be
more acute on Women and girls.

According to the International Telecommunication Report for
2017, the gap does not seem large in general, as the propor-
tion of female users is 39.4% compared to 47.7% for males,
but it expands within the 15-24 age category or the category
that is supposed to be in the study, and the proportion of
Internet users has become among males 26.3 percent com-
pared to 17.9 percent for females.

On the other hand, UNDP estimates showed that due to
school closures and stark disparities in access to online learn-
ing tools, 86 percent of children of primary school age now
remain out of school in countries with low human develop-
ment (and most Arab countries among it), compared to only
20 percent of their peers in countries with very high human
development.

How can a region that lives such as paradoxes and contra-
dictions adapt to the requirements of digitization - which is
supposed to be one of the means of ordinary daily life - at
least in times of crisis? What do these statistics hide from
other gaps when it comes to an equal right to education be-
tween male and female teachers, professors, and students
at all levels?

The Arab region and the challenges of distance
education: between international framework and
local reality: difficult opportunities to obtain

According to UNESCO estimates, more than 90% of school-
children (nearly 1.5 billion child and young) around the world
have been affected by the closure of schools and the wide-
spread implementation of physical distance rules and dis-
tance learning methods in 191 countries since the outbreak
of the Corona Virus crisis in early 2020.

According to the organization, “the widespread use of meth-
ods of distance learning, including television, radio and on-
line learning (through the use of information and communi-
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cation technologies), imposed new challenges for teachers,
parents, and students.”

UNESCO and international partners have launched the “Glob-
al Alliance for Education” to facilitate learning opportunities
for all children and youth under the global health crisis that
has caused an unprecedented disruption in the educational
system.

Among what the coalition seeks to achieve is helping coun-
tries mobilize resources, implement innovative solutions ap-
propriate to local contexts to provide distance education,
and reach equitable solutions that ensure universal access to
education with a focus on the principles of equity and gender
equality.

The alliance is supposed to provide a package of digital tools
and solutions to manage the learning process to download
the national digital educational resources and modern re-
sources to organize distance learning and enhance technical
expertise.

A variety of electronic resources offset by the in-
ability of everyone to access it

At the level of the Arab region, UNESCO has monitored on
its website 35 national portals for distance education in 18
Arab countries that help the continuation of education dur-
ing school closures due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

On another hand, the Arab Organization for Education, Cul-
ture, and Science launched the “e-learning to confront the
interruption of education due to the Corona crisis” initiative
to promote open and e-learning during the Corona crisis.

The initiative also aims to enable Arab students and teachers
to access free of charge the Arab educational contents avail-
able through ALECSO platforms and the various sites and
specialized portals in the Arab countries.

However, many indicators and realistic experiences in adapt-
ing to the emerging crisis in the Arab countries confirm the
difficulty, if not the impossibility, of most learners and learn-
ers accessing these electronic resources and their access
to them, in addition to the old gaps between females and
males, new gaps have emerged between social categories.

In a reality that ranks the Arab countries among the poorest
regions in terms of technology, the use of this technology be-
comes a major challenge facing everyone in the Arab world,
but it becomes bigger and deeper when it comes to the eco-
nomically poor categories and technologically deprived ar-
eas.

The experience on the ground has shown that distance learn-
ing, whether for female and male teachers and learners, has
not succeeded for many reasons, but rather an extremely
complex issue in which structures, institutions, and capabili-
ties are not yet available for the region.

The response was very weak, and its results will show the
widening gaps between countries, within a country, and be-
tween genders. The scarcity and lack of data often compli-
cate the difficulty of evaluation, which is a necessary issue to
extract lessons and define needs, whether logistical or edu-
cational, to allow the building of future strategies ®



Episodes of inequalities apply
to females more than males

In terms of numbers, the United Nations Organization has informed us throughout the crisis of
Covid -19 of many indicators that its crossings constitute a reality that requires us to stand with it,
evaluate it in depth, and review it now, not tomorrow.

These indicators have witnessed a decline in the rates of human development (consisting of education,
health, and living standards) for the first time since its monitoring in 1990. Corona period figures also
highlighted a wide disparity between countries or within the country itself or between groups of
society, including disparities between males and females.

Perhaps the most prominent figure, which is related to education at the time of the pandemic, not
only because it translates a fundamental right for every individual, but also because it indicates the
reality of today, tomorrow and extends to subsequent generations. This figure indicates that about 83
million schoolchildren have dropped out of education in Arab countries due to the Corona pandemic.

Girls and education in the
Arab region before Corona:
alarming numbers

At the international level, there are
more than 265 million children not
enrolled in school, according to the
United Nations’ estimates, 22% of
whom are of primary school age.

At the level of the Arab region, the
region has made progress in school
enrollment, with total enrollment
rates increasing between 2000 and
2014 from 15.5% to 27% in pre-

primary education, and from 90.78%
to 99.75% in the primary level, and
from 61.07 % to 73.01% percent in high
school, and from 18.6% to 28.9% at the
level of higher education, according to
the data of the UNDP office for Arab
countries.

In 2013, the overall enrollment rate of
girls in higher education (28.2%) was
higher than that of boys (26.8%) in Arab
countries, according to the data of the
Arab Women Organization, which also
indicates a gender equality gap in enroll-
ment in education.
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The enrollment ratios between the
sexes in the pre-primary education
are close in countries such as Egypt,
Oman, Palestine, Qatar, and Saudi Ara-
bia, while clear gaps remain in Algeria
91.6% for males and 86.2% for females,
in the Comoros 55.6% for males and
41.5% for females, and in Morocco 77
% for males and 67.3% for females.

Education and Digital Divide

An online survey announced by the
UNESCO office in Beirut in June 2020
on “the impact of the Corona pan-
demic on the suspension of education
in the Arab countries” stated figures
that require more than ever before: “In
the Arab region, 13 million child and
young are not enrolled in school due
to conflict, adding to the 100 million
learners affected by school closures in
the current period, according to the
Global Observatory of School closings
due to the spread of Coronavirus”...
In the same study, the UNESCO office
stressed that “the digital divide in the
region is a source of concern because
more than half of the Arab countries’
population (51 percent) does not use
the Internet or the Internet via phone,
according to the record for the devel-
opment of information and communi-
cation technology” ...
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edia, political, economic, trade union, and

even public speaking forums are crowded

with discussions about the various
implications of the Corona pandemic. Education
issues in several Arab countries constituted a fertile
ground for talking about legitimate comparisons
between countries that completed their school
year at a distance and others that «threw» their
students out of the school seats for several months.
Even within a single country, disparities have
emerged between institutions, between cities and
countryside, and between males and females who
face discrimination even before the pandemic.

This new issue of Cawtaryat about women and COVID
19, discusses the implications of corona on the digital
reality of women compared to men. Editorial team and
members of our Arab network Gender and Development
«ANGED» delve into women-specific situations that are
reflected in the figures, as well as reality and requires
more than ever before to place the issue of gaps not
only for discussion but at the heart of the strategies of
change and the conditions imposed by the pandemic.

For example, how can we plan for digitization in Arab
countries in an environment that UNESCO confirmed
through a global alliance of education launched
at the time of the pandemic, that there are about
826 million students, equivalent to half of the total
number of learners whose Corona crisis occurred
between them and their schools, who do not have a
computer, While 43% of students, equivalent to 706
million students, are not connected to the Internet,
and a large proportion of them are female?
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If we look at the issue of gender equality in the
digital field, we will find our misfortune in the
latest report issued in 2019 by the International
Telecommunication Union, which confirmed the
widening of the digital divide between the sexes
globally due to its exacerbation in developing
countries, especially the least developed
countries, while, for example, the use of Internet
between the sexes in developed countries
between 2003 and 2019 increased from 5.8 to
2.3 percent, and in contrast, in Arab countries
expanded from 19.2 to 24.4 percent.

The situation then goes beyond advocating
equality to amending conditions that make girls
and boys equal in accessing and enjoying basic
rights to create equal «life chances» and rise.
The matter becomes more complicated when
we examine other statistics that are useful to
us from data issued by UNESCO and the World
Bank in 2017, on the volume of spending in the
countries of the region on scientific research and
technological innovation, which does not exceed
1 percent of the total income of these countries
at best ...

Last but not least, with every crisis: changes
in systems, pandemics, wars, and conflicts,
attention is focused on the macro-crisis,
without diving sufficiently into the details of the
conditions of such categories suffering until they
emerge from the crisis with minimal damage,
and in the details, the inequality emerges and
overwhelmed e



o
-\\\}‘{{\

—
-

Arah civil society

Episadesiofiinequalities organizations:
applytoifemalesimorne all-direction

1animales interventions

sy ) IPPF i

2020 - pilill (ppiri/padgi 79 32 L yigs
ruu.un &0l jSpo L1 ) 22aT By puisi
+—JoS Lag aully e yyaill
Edited by the Center of Arab
Women for Training and Research
Cawtaryat 79 - 2020

\§3|)5912.3S.u.3 B PR VLT | I JERUA I
@m JIJ.Z.C] :ﬁ)asﬂl 5)9‘.\9 .
Gl s el dady e
il - Olojd olsy  t el 18 e
e - Glmidd) pgw
pas - S gas
bl - g yaSl sy
1§11 (e p 195 5Lianall SULball o6 &31gd1 1)1
4598 jSp0 o)1 (£ 89 pially y=2i U9 ATISU paaguiil]

Signed articles do not necessarily
reflect the view of cawtar
CAWTARYAT
7 Impasse N° 1 Rue 8840 Centre Urbain Nord
BP 105 Cité Al khadhra 1003 - TUNIS
Tél : (216 71) 790 511 - Fax : (216 71) 780 002
cawtar@cawtar.org
Www.cawtar.org

htps://www.facebook.com/CenterofArabWomenforTrainingandResearch
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCivSHGOeUfcb 7yamvSpD3yw
https:/twitter.com/CAWTAR_NGO



