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as women are generally known for their unique ability as
a “driver of solutions” to the problem of climate change in
most of their actions.

The important qualitative shift in the areas of sustainable
development in general, climate protection and
adaptation, should be noted, thanks to the efforts of
women around the world. This is why women leaders in
the field of environment and climate change should be
highlighted as examples of the role that women can play
that can be a great source of inspiration.

Addressing climate change is not only a scientific or
economic issue, it is also an effort to safeguard the dignity
and human rights, develop the talents of girls and women
in particular, and ensure the inclusion of women in the
decision-making process.

The crisis has created more concern for the position of
women and empowering their capabilities, and for this
girls and women need to enroll in education in important
fields such as science and technology, to provide them
with the necessary tools to meet current and future
challenges.

Cawtariyat: Women and social economics? What roles
and what addition to women beyond COVID-19?

No one disputes today the importance that the social and
solidarity economy has assumed in recent years, and its
role in the development of societies, through an optimal
engagement of productive women in the economies of
their countries. The social and solidarity economy gives
great opportunities to achieve sustainable development,
which requires the promotion of it, to open new horizons
for women for better integration. Women who are the
source and basis of the cooperatives that make up this
economy, which is often dynamic and cost-effective,
play a vital role in the radiation and development of the
economy, which requires work to keep pace with them in
this field.

The crisis demonstrated the necessity of enhancing the
position of women, improving their living, production
conditions, and their economic status, and helping them
take the lead in order to have more independence and
be able to develop and assume responsibility in decision-
making positions.

Cawtariyat: As a director of the African Center for
Innovative and Sustainable Solutions (ACISS), which
innovative and sustainable solutions are for fragile
sectors in general, and for which women are known to
be operating at a high level?

The next world will be a different imperative which calls
for innovation and distant thinking and invites us to
be proactive in dealing with the next life sciences. The
health crisis, which has evolved into an economic and
social crisis, has already opened up new horizons for
innovation, service development, and new solutions in
several areas.

In general, it is necessary to encourage and develop
innovative activities that can provide decent work and raise
its quality, sustainably, even after the current exceptional
situations are cleared.

In particular, it is necessary to develop the capabilities of
women and youth, activate their energies, and diversify
their contribution to economic and social development.
Also, work should be done on structuring the informal
economy, preserving the environment and natural
resources, and rationalizing their exploitation, as well
as improving the quality of life, achieving social and
economic welfare, and preserving and supporting the
public sector.

Cawtariyet: Moroccan Finance Minister Mohamed
Benchaaboun reported that Morocco is losing one
billion dirhams (101 million dollars) every day due to the
guarantine and its economic consequences resulting
from the outbreak of the Corona pandemic, so will that
have special repercussions on the economic conditions of
women?

Indeed, there are several repercussions of the effects of the
pandemic on the economic conditions of women, namely
the increase in inequality, discrimination and gender
disparity, and the possibility of a decline in the gains made
for women and girls represented in the accumulation of
human capital, and economic empowerment.

Cawtariyat: What are the implications of the COVID-19
crisis for women’s economic participation at the local
level? How do you see the possibility of passing it?

We have no choice but to turn the crisis into a catalyst
for achieving development goals and reducing social
inequalities. We cannot return to the world that we had
before this crisis. This would mean failure to address
the weaknesses and vulnerabilities that this crisis has
highlighted at the local level, in particular, such as lack of
investment in health and social protection, and massive
local inequalities. Here lies the importance of developing
the spirit of female entrepreneurship, raising the level of
competitiveness and enhancing its efficiency, whether at
the level of management or leadership, by invoking the
values of solidarity and responsibility ®
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than ever. And any rescue initiative
to eradicate this epidemic must be
centered on the well-being of people
and the solidarity of the pillars of
society, and enable governments to
resume work to establish a safe, fair
and prosperous world that does not
exclude anyone.

Any recovery should not be the
responsibility of the poorest people
or the creation of a new poor corps.
All of this needs us to build on the
lessons learned throughout the
crisis to transform the development
path against inequality and show
exceptional solidarity for all people
to emerge from this ordeal stronger
than before. This pandemic has taught
us that we cannot return to business
as usual and must accelerate further
to achieve sustainable development
goals.

Cawtariyat: And women within all of
this?

As in all crises, women stand on the ®
front lines of the Covid-19 pandemic
and bear their brunt in multiple ways.
Firstly, it reflects the important role
that women working in the health field
play through their presence in the first
ranks to fight the spread of the Corona
pandemic, and expose them more
broadly to the risk of infection and
depending on being also a major actor
that breathes life in every part of the
economy, but society at large, whether
in agriculture. Or marketing, sales, manufacturing, or
invention, and thus make concrete contributions to
achieving sustainable development goals.

\
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Womenareamongthe mostvulnerable groups, accounting
for nearly 60% of the informal economy globally. Here,
they are more likely to have no health insurance, but also
earn less and run the risk of falling further into poverty.

They are more likely to live on their own and do not
have the necessary access to modern technologies, the
Internet, or mobile phones, which increases their risk of
isolation. All this shows the woman’s fragility and explains
the negative effects of the pandemic on her.
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Cawtariyat: You have worked in an emerging field which
is applied economics in the environment and climate
change, are there any substantial contributions for
women in it after the crisis and how?

Numerous studies have proven that it is women who
suffer most from the effects of climate change because
they are responsible for the search for food, energy and
water sources, and we must not allow climate change to
exacerbate existing risks or create new risks for them. At
the same time, many studies have also demonstrated that
women are the main actors in adapting to climate change,



Fatima Arib, Moroccan Professor at the Faculty of Economic, Legal
and Social Sciences in Marrakech and Director of the African Center
for Innovative and Sustainahle Solutions (ACISS), for Cawtariyet:

During Govid-19 and heyond:
«lWomen are the engine of solutions»

When we talk about Fatima Arib, a professor of
higher education and an expert in sustainable
development economics at the university of
Judge lyad in Marrakech, whose name s directly
associated with environmental economics and
climate change adaptation, and under the
umbrella of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development.

She holds a Ph.D. in Economic Sciences from
the University of the Mediterranean and many
certificates of experience in environmental
economics and adaptation to climate change.
She was responsible for managing the
African Center for Innovative and Sustainable
Solutions (ACISS) at the University of Judge
lyad - Marrakech. She was also charged with
managing major projects related to economics
and the environment at the university
presidency after being assigned the task of
“sustainable development and major projects”
for three years.

She is responsible for creating the Master
of “Applied Economics in the Environment
and Climate Change” at the Faculty of Legal,
Economic and Social Sciences in Marrakech, in
addition to being a visiting professor in Canada,
France, and Lebanon.

She has major publications, as well as
national, regional, and international consulting
positions, all on sustainable development,
social economics, environmental economics,
climate change, and a green economy.

Professor Arib had a participation in the
international conference “China and Africa:
joint promotion of sustainable development”,
within the work of the African Union
committees, at the end of 2019.

Dr Youssef El Guamri - Member of ANGED Network

Cawtariyat: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
Beyond COVID 19? What should be reconsidered or devoted as
an approach to overcome the crisis?

The COVID-19 pandemic is above all a test for humankind, and
it represents a decisive turning point in preparing for health
emergencies and investing in basic public services that rely mainly
on a strong and effective public sector. It is also an opportunity
to demonstrate that the SDGs and the fight against the new
coronavirus are closely linked.

The Corona-virus did not know any borders. It invaded the
developed and developing world and severely affected the lives
of all people, from all social and economic backgrounds, and
their livelihoods, and revealed weaknesses and disparities in our
societies.

The emergency created by the pandemic was not only healthy
and humane but also developmental, and therefore the urgent
need to act today for sustainable development is more important
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Dr. Soukeina Bouraoui

Executive Director

Months after the spread of the Corona virus, the pandemic has greatly affected

countries’ economies, and exhausted both formal and informal sectors.

However, its repercussions were more dangerous for the informal sector,
which employs more women than men, thus making them the most affected groups.

This issue of «Cawtaryat», deals with the implications of the current health crisis
on the economic participation of women in the Arab region. Articles from Palestine,
Tunisia, Sudan... in addition to interviews with women experts in several sectors reveal
damages and challenges that women face whether on the economic, social, health or
psychological levels.

Articles produced by journalists members Cawtar’s Arab Network for Gender and
Development «@nged», deal with the new challenges that women workers face, and the
effects of marginalization and discrimination on their economic participation during the
pandemic period and beyond.

As for statistics, recent reports and policy papers indicate that approximately 700,000
jobs held by women are expected to be lost in the Arab region. Many women workers
will find themselves in front of difficult and painful choices, as some of them will be
victims of involuntary unemployment due to unsafe working conditions. Others will
accept unfair working conditions and low wages compared to man workers. The health
crisis and its economic repercussions will exacerbate poverty among vulnerable groups,
especially among women, and the gaps between sexes, regions, countries and even
within the same country will be multiplied.

This issue addresses all these concerns, but among the questions that still need to
be answered: will government new policies and strategies be efficient, especially if a
gender equality perspective is not adopted yet ? Will social policies be able to protect
women and respond to their emerging needs? How can this crisis be transformed
into opportunities to reduce inequalities by adopting a new sustainable development
approach? @
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