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For its part, the women’s initiative, “Algerian Women
for Change towards Equality” collects testimonies and
statements for women victims of violence during lockdown
and implements campaigns to denounce violence against
women and raise awareness of its dangers.

In Jordan, the Women Solidarity Institute is holding
webinars, in addition to conducting awareness campaigns
about prevention methods at home and in the workplace
and advocating against violence to women.

In Lebanon, during the month of April, the KAFA (enough)
Violence & Exploitation received 562 calls from abused
women, which is twice the number of cases reported in
March at the start of the lockdown.

In other Arab countries, the efforts of women’s and human
rights organizations and their interventions to confront
cases of gender-based violence are very similar.

Indeed, dozens of societies set up hotlines and cells for
listening, counseling, and psychological and health support
for women survivors of violence, some of which managed,
in partnership with government institutions, to secure
shelters to reduce the risk of violence against women. This
is in addition to campaigns that have been implemented in
large part on social media platforms.

Obstacle preventing reaching everyone
The efforts of women’s and human rights civil society

organizations seem to be of great importance, in terms of
alerting and raising awareness of the increasing danger of
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violence against women with a pandemic spread like
19, orat the legal, psychological and health awareness
so that survivors of violence can overcome the severe
experiences they have witnessed and that sometimes
reached death.

Nevertheless, the limits of many interventions
emerge given the scope of their implementation
and looking in their reach to the most vulnerable
groups of women, such as women in isolated areas,
women with disabilities and attention to girls who are
exposed to many forms of violence under the general
lockdown decreed by most Arab countries.

Moreover, insufficient data were available about
coordination with the relevant government structures,
including ministries and courts, likely to assess these
experiences and their efficacy and effectiveness in
alleviating the impact of lockdown on women and
reducing the risks of violence against them.

The most prominent interventions also, were limited
to communicating via the phone and through
hotlines with battered women, or online campaigns,
while field interventions were absent, as shelters and
direct care centers were not available for most of the
interventions.

The campaigns mainly involved addressing women
and did not send awareness-raising messages to
men as perpetrators and those responsible for the
exacerbation of violence with the outbreak of the
COVID-19 pandemic ®
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In addition to its efforts to deal with cases of violence,
the “Tam” Association is carrying out other interventions
mainly through fundraising and remote health and
psychological support for female and male citizens amid
the outbreak of the coronavirus.

The Najdeh Association, awomen’s association for the benefit
of Palestinian refugee women, also launched the initiative
“Hearing You, Tell us “which focuses on accepting phone
calls and direct communication between the beneficiaries
and the team specialized in camps and gatherings.

Services which the program continues to provide
revolve around providing psychological counseling and
psychological support, daily awareness and support
guidelines, and those related to protecting against the
spread of the coronavirus.

The Women’s Center for Legal and Social Guidance
continues its services for battered women by providing
phone advice and awareness campaigns through the
center’s pages on social media platforms.

The Center’s latest report indicated that during 15 reports
of physical violence against women were recorded during
the week of April 23-30, 2020 and 45 new cases of
battered women were provided support on the phone.

In Tunisia, the Association of Tunisian Women for Research
and Development launched, since the general lockdown
was decreed in the country a “Makech Wahdek “(Your are
Not Alone) campaign to combat violence against women
during the general lockdown.

It includes awareness about the virus, methods of
prevention and guidance on services for women victims
of violence.

It is a campaign launched in partnership with the Ministry
of Women, the Family, Childhood and the Elderly, a
number of civil society organizations and female and
male volunteers. A provisional center has been set up to
protect women victims of violence during the lockdown
and a group of female and male volunteers from several
associations accompany women victims of violence in the
temporary center for their accommodation during the
lockdown period, under the supervision of the Ministry of
Women, Family, Childhood and the Elderly.

The association continues to provide listening, counseling
and support escort services for women victims of violence
during lockdown, while ensuring strict abidance with
the preventive measures in place against the spread
of infection with the coronavirus and respecting the
confidentiality and privacy of battered women.

2020 - gwgu/iialiga - TT 32 Il ypigS

Likewise, the Tunisian Association of Democratic Women
launched a campaign to prevent violence against women
in lockdown, during which it provided support for women
victims of violence and broadcast spots on mental health
and lockdown and awareness spots on cooperation within
the family.

It also made on it social media pages suggestions for feminist
series for watching by women during the lockdown.

In Morocco, the association Tahadi for Equality and
Citizenship ran and managed the affairs of a shelter center
for people in street or homeless situations, under the
slogan: “We challenge the epidemic ... We receive women
and youth for accommodation.”
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The association has also put in place telephone numbers
for listening, counseling, psychological support and
accommodation for women victims of violence.

Organization “MRA” undertook, in partnership with local
non-governmental organizations active in the area of
violence against women, to carry out a research collection
to monitor and document the state’s response to sexual
and violence by an intimate partner.

It made available to NGOs in April 2020 a questionnaire
to track and document the prevalence of violence against
women during the outbreak of the COVID-19.

In Algeria, the Wassila network provides a range of services
for battered women through its listening center, as well as
psychological support for survivors of violence.

The network receives about 70 reports from women every
week on cases of violence through its listening center.
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According to the same survey and regarding violence
suffered by wives from their husbands, there was an
increase in the rates of marital violence, as 11% of wives
reported that they had suffered violence by the husband
while that was not happening before the pandemic
occurred.

In Palestine, the Ministry of Women Affairs received
approximately 900 complaints and requests for support,
psychological and social support and counseling during
the crisis from women who were subjected to violence
during lockdown.

In Jordan, an opinion poll conducted by the Center for
Strategic Studies at the University of Jordan showed that
during the period from April 20 to 26, 2020, quarrels,
disputes or violence in the family occurred among more
than a third of Jordanians, with 34%. The most prominent
form of which was verbal violence with 17%, followed by
psychological violence with 9%, and neglect with 6%.

(1-3) Violence cases occurred at 75% of them and 19%
had cases of violence, disputes or quarrels more than 6
times during the curfew period.

The poll indicated that the main parties to these
differences were husband and wife with 34%, and the
father and one of the male brothers by 13%.

On the basis of its latest data, the United Nations warns
that six months of continuous lockdown may lead to an
additional 31 million cases of GBV worldwide.
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A recent report of the Economic and Social Commission
for Western Asia and the United Nations Entity for Gender
Equality and the Empowerment of Women, issued under
the title “The Impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic on
Gender Equality in the Arab region”, shows that some
Arab countries “lack many of the necessary services for
survivors of violence”.

During the outbreak of the coronavirus, it may be difficult
for these medical, legal, psychological and social centers
and shelters to reach these women, and it is difficult for
them to leave their homes due to the measures taken
by countries as well as their presence with their abusers
in the same space. This situation gets worse in regions
witnessing deteriorating humanitarian conflicts, such
as the Syrian Arab Republic, Libya and Yemen, or which
impose restrictions on travel in normal times, as is the
case in the West Bank and East Jerusalem. “

Women and Human Rights
Associations: cyberspace, the most

Prominent savior

In Palestine, the Women Media & Development/ TAM
launched its “Be Safe” online campaign through an online
platform that tracks 7 days a week battered women with
the aim of providing support, assistance, advice and
intervention in urgent cases, in coordination with the
relevant parties to provide protection for survivors of
violence.
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Gender-hased violence amid COVID-19 pandemic:

When the victim is guarantined... and
associations’ movements are hlocketl

Since the outbreak of “COVID-19”, cries of women
have increased after they directly faced as a result of
the general lockdown all forms of violence within the
private space which is supposed to be in the prevailing
conditions the safest place for them and for all family
members.

Emerging societal contexts revealed the exacerbation
of violent practices against women, and with their
increasing number women civil society organizations
have pooled their energies and capabilities to support
abused women and seek protection for them.

The fight against gender-based violence in all Arab
countries has become the most common phenomenon
with the outbreak of the new coronavirus and the
common thread to the work of women’s and human
rights organizations in Arab countries, and probably in
the world.

In this article, we discuss the experiences of some
organizations in combating violence against women
and girls under the general lockdown.

Violence against women in general
lockdown: numbers that sometimes
exceed the number of infected

In Tunisia, violence against women during the general
lockdown has increased seven times the normal rate,
according to data from the Ministry of Women, Family,
Childhood and the Elderly.

The number of women who called the toll-free number set
by the Ministry for abused women reached 6,693 until the
beginning of May 2020.

In Lebanon, the percentage of reporting on the hotline
dedicated by the security forces has increased by one
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hundred percent, and the ABAAD rights organization has
received from the beginning of 2020 more than 500 calls,
the majority of them from women.

This figure is more than the total number of calls received
during the whole of 2019, the director of the organization
said in a media statement.

In Iraq, too, since the beginning of the lockdown, the rate of
domestic violence increased by 30% to 50% in some places,
according to a government official source.

In Morocco, violence against women rose under quarantine,
as between 20 March and 20 April, prosecutors registered
892 complaints related to various types of violence against
women.

In Egypt, a poll by the Egyptian Center for Public Opinion
Research (Baseera) showed a 33% increase in the rate of
family problems after the spread of the coronavirus in Egypt.

The rates of violence among family members also went
up by 19%.

Lobna NAJJAR - cawtar



means that | prefer to work and only stay at home
because of illness. Indeed, that was a trend that all
householders, including children and wife, have been
used to.

With the lockdown | became confined at home.
That brought about joy for kids while others fear
it, because usually my presence is synonymous
with frequent requests, especially that | do not like
entering the kitchen. | also criticize the indifference
of some, such as for leaving air-conditioners and
fans on, even while they are in the hall. Besides, my
criticism of the taste of this or that cooking dish raises
the tension of my wife, especially as she sees that |
do not contribute, like all the other husbands of her
friends to some household chores. The bottom line
is that | am an oriental man, the son of my masculine
environment, and | will never do anything (female)
and that is all.”

Such posts appear normal and others may even consider
them superficial out of humor and nothing more, or they
are free personal positions and personal convictions that
are not debated.

However, they refer to a matter of great importance,
namely that the house, that special space, is for women
par excellence and men in it were just guests whom the
coronavirus time alerted him to matters that he did not
know.

It clearly appeared through men’s posts that the family
space in general and the home is not the preferred place
for men nor their natural place; even those who have
welcomed that time with the family were soon tired of
it as men, not as belonging to the family out of nostalgia
for the cafe, playing cards, hookah, friends, work Less,
unlike women who expressed their eagerness to go back
to work as if it was their only break and their craving for
beauty salons and for was less frequent.

It would be hasty to assert that the period of lockdown
may change convictions, practices and firm beliefs, as
we cannot deny it categorically. However, other forms of
opinion about women expressed by men bloggers make
delving into the issue a strategic priority.

Few are those who reflect on a blog or comment,
whether they are men or women, and the instant
emotions provided by Facebook are the best way to find
out the cultural dimension rooted in us.

In front of a picture of three Tunisian female researchers
/ scientists who discovered the genetic makeup of the
pandemic in Tunisia, a Facebook user commented, “It
would be better for you to stay at home and look after
your children.”
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Moreover, one cannot forget the cynicism, protest
or insulting incurred by a prominent medical figure
in bacterial diseases in Tunisia just because of her
statement, “distancing can include the spouses, as it is
desirable not to sleep in the same room.”

This was also the case for the Jordanian citizen who
arrived at Amman airport and social media sites
transmitted a video of her seeking help from her father
after she suffered insult, bullying, slander and cynicism
which led her to post a statute in defense of his daughter.
(...) I was surprised that my daughter was exposed to
this fierce attack on social media, and | announce that
| will sue the girl who took the video and everyone who
defamed and insulted my daughter on the social media
and who posted the abusive footages and every case of
bullying that my daughter was exposed to as she was
seeking my help.

There were many posts, various statutes and different
positions which certainly reflect the differences of
people and beliefs rooted in them in relation to the
roles of women and men and the approach of equality
between women and men.

We are required to consider them more than mere posts
and “emotional” interactive comments, but a field of in-
depth research to figure out the way men and women
see these roles and their willingness to introduce
changes that make each of them have a reproductive
role, a second productive and a third social ®
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”Sofien criticized with a sharp tone his peers. How can a
man dares in Ramadan time to put his legs up the sofa,
leaving his wife alone in the kitchen. It is time to stop
discrimination. It is unreasonable for a man not to con-
tribute to household chores only because he is a man,”
he posted in French, putting stress in bold print on the
word stop discrimination.

The most prominent picture was probably the one shared
by Egyptian and non-Egyptians Facebook users of a hus-
band who was keen to visit his wife, the doctor residing in
a quarantine hospital from behind the walls of the hospi-
tal. It drew thousands of likes. It was is not just a picture,
but carried with it a situation that we are not used to
before (or rarely, we are accustomed to it), which is the
complete absence of the mother from the house for an
unknown period due to work and the father’s immediate
presence in her place, while taking pride in her role.

On the other hand, expressions from men getting upset
from staying at home increased as the period extended
in time and so did women’s impatience with their pres-
ence at home.

This is mainly due as posted by women to the exagger-
ated or unhelpful intervention of men in domestic affairs
or their complete resignation and independence within
it in exchange for a craving from women for their inde-
pendence, especially in the month of Ramadan.

Indeed, in this month, women got used as Wassila from Al-
geria wrote to the following: “men go out and women stay
at home watching countless series without crowding out.

Ramadan this year will witness a war on the TV remote
control.”

Asmaa puts a direct question to her friends indicating
that there has been no change for some men, even when
it comes to tasks of their own.

“With all innocence, did he change the light tube she
asked him to change two years ago, and he has kept on
“sitting on your side “more than a month”? The overrid-
ing answers were either no or “l thought | was the only
one to suffer.”

In many other posts by women: “I decided to deal with
him as if he worked day and night so that | would not col-
lapse from his negativity” and “old habits die hard.”

Indeed, neither coronavirus, nor nothing else moves
him” and nothing has changed, with the men themselves
admitting their failure in a comic form or call for not incit-
ing against men.

Amjad from Egypt swam opposite the current, posting
“We will overcome the coronavirus... Miss the days of the
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lockdown. We will find cafes strange to us and we will run
to the houses and find pleasure in washing dishes and
staying in the kitchen” ... The question that arises here is
whether the foregoing was the beginning of the forma-
tion of a kind of awareness of the need to share roles
within the home in the post-coronavirus period, thought
it seemed modest and open to more than one interpreta-
tion and from lockdown?

Change in roles? Hasty assertion

Through some posts, there appeared signs of reshaping
in relationship toward joint cooperation.

Similarly and as lockdown extended in time, there
emerged clear and tacit confessions from men that
staying at home for a long time was not in line with “their
nature”.

Sami from Tunisia decided in a post: “If the lockdown
continues in Ramadan (I swear with my masculinity), | will
take vaccine against tuberculosis and buy the medications
recommended abroad and breach the lockdown... Send
my wife and children to the family home so that | avoid
the “obsessional repetition”: take off your shoes, wash
your hands, put on the face mask; | ask my friends to do
the same and meet us after the Maghrib prayer in the
café to play cards.”

Among the posts that have emerged in many Arabic
dialects are those indicating: after home confinement
lasted long, “every time my wife passes by my side, she
says God saves us from this calamity, | do not know if she
talks about coronavirus or about myself.”

There were frequent posts in various Arab countries that
turned the house from a private space into a public space
after men undertook to publish pictures or drawings
showing their movement from one room to another as
being a movement from a public place (cafe / bar) to
another public place (nightclub / common meeting place
with friends, or even just the street).

Albala from Sudan even made a kind of additional and
“complementary” description about the whole situation
in a post.

“Some brothers asked me about the days of the lockdown,
how | spend them, and how | deal with the wife and
children during the days of the lockdown.

To these | say that the characteristic of the lockdown
period is that it limited my movement, | who used to
working, as during my continuous work in the press,
which has approached thirty-five years, the leaves | have
requested have not exceeded five or six times, which



Reconsidering convictions for
men... and a yearning for public
space

Does this mean a change, though cyclical, in the roles
of women and men, for at least a certain group that
will continue the way coexistence with the epidemic
will do? Or is it just a general picture provided by
Facebook to the public? The answer goes beyond the
space allocated to an article based on hypotheses
relying on browsing of pages of friends and their
friends ...However, the question was mentioned in
a post by Mustafa from Morocco, “Has there been
a change among housewives?” The answers came
to confirm the traditional role of women, but rather
a return to old tasks as a friend of him said: “Yes,
Thank Goodness, everyone returned to natural food
with collective sitting around the table and bread
baked with barley, wheat, natural baking powder and
herbs”, or pave the way for divorces that courts will
see if the lockdown is lifted and life returns to normal.

What also draws attention is some of the relationship
with self to reconsider convictions and behaviors of
ordinary days.
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Indeed, there are many posts, especially from men that
explicitly include self-revision or self-reproach in relation
to wives or mothers.

“I realized | am a troublemaker,” says Faisal from Tunisia,
and Ghassan from Morocco asks, “How was my wife able
to spend her day with these two hyperactive children,
referring to his two sons, cleaning, cooking and teaching
courses to them?” Ayman from Palestine, who is a
journalist, acknowledges that “It was the first time he
lived a real family atmosphere that make one of us figure
out the wife’s suffering with the children and the high
household expenses, especially those dedicated to food.

”"May God help Tunisian women,” Khalil prayed. After
the shutdown of her children’s schools, cafes and bars,
the husband’s favorite places, closed too.

"Abu Haider from Iraq admits a kind of remorse in a post
that both women and men liked.” During the lockdown
| felt the suffering of my wife (...) | re-looked at my
accounts and regretted, how wrongful | was when | used
to devote my time to cafes and going out, “calling in the
same post.” People, this is a message for every husband
that he should pay attention and try to share in domestic
responsibilities as these responsibilities are common
and wives do not bear alone.
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time allocated to them, such as the famous Jordanian
“cabbage dish”.

Preparing dishes in all the Arab countries that | was
able to follow either by virtue of my friendships
with a large number of their nationals or thanks to
the comments and thoughts of a members of the
“CAWTAR” network @NGED, showed a mission
shared by men and women with some variations.

Single men stood out by their innovation in certain
cooks and the way of presentation they took from
their kitchen to the public. Married people in turn
presented them either as out of proud for helping
women or complaining from coronavirus “that forced
them” to “kill time” and sometimes in a competitive
form to show abilities and skills that could be better
than what women claim.

A Tunisian journalist went so far as to post: “why
marrying? What will they (women) add to us.”

Others have taken cooking as a funny topic that
amounts to mocking or arising men’s irony around
it, stressing its demise after lifting the lockdown. This
was the case in the post by Mousa from Lebanon who
asks in it “good morning, what do you cook today?”
talk in times of lockdown”.

“The most prominent feature was the exact
opposite: men innovating in multiple dishes, even
traditional ones and making videos to show their
skills or to mock outdated traditions that consider
what they did a defect or a derogation from their
manhood.

Some of them preferred to do it in specific pages
dedicated to cooking in times of coronavirus, which
are mixed pages. They were filled with expressions
of affection, praise and jealousy from their wives
if the commentators are women and competitive
comments if they came from men.

Concerning women, they recalled the heritage of the
kitchen, antique dishes, and grandmother’s recipes
in preparing sweets, bread, and even cheeses of all
kinds.

These were photos posted by Meriam Al-Tounsia, the
human rights activist who is known for her defence of
women’s rights, on her page.

Many were surprised by what she did, while other
commended it.

This is probably a manifestation of stereotyping based
on perpetuating the image of women active in the
public space who are unable to cook a meal, let alone
preparing cheese in the traditional way.
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On the other hand, other women harnessed their
skills to secure additional income for the family, as
Asala, a Palestinian commented: “women at home
started selling Qataief, Falafel, and sweets from the
second week of the crisis. They help their husbands
withincome, even ifitis only small, but the Palestinian
women are used to overcome the darkest conditions”,
meaning that they started from the second week from
the crisis preparing and selling some sweets to help
their husbands.

This confirms that most of the income of a permanent
or seasonal working woman goes to her family. This is
said in simple terms, which go unnoticed in a post or
comment reflecting a crisis that humankind has never
known.

It can seem normal in Palestine, where conditions have
forced women there to bear many responsibilities in
frequent periods of crises and chronic occupation.

However, some other countries have witnessed
joint roles for men and women alike, imposed by
the coronavirus with a greater proportion of women
considering the areas of work.

The latter have on their part been turned from
sectors considered fragile with inappropriate working
conditions to a valuable work in some cases even
from female workers themselves.

Indeed, female workers in a plant in Kairouan, Tunisia,
who became famous both in the Arab world and
internationally, left their homes to voluntarily self
isolate in the factory for 43 days to make masks.

This was also done by female workers of 10 factories in
Morocco, despite the controversy over the breach of the
labor code by employing workers day and night there.

Rural female workers have not ceased work in farms
to secure food for a people or part of it in lockdown.

We must not forget the medical staff, men and women,
in the camp of Arab hospitals without exception, who
do not leave them, out of fear for their families and
loved ones.

Looking after gardens or plants was also among the
most outstanding shared activities.

Shared activities also appeared in webinars, live
dance, stories, religious sermons, live music play or
singing to comfort people in lockdown.

This even went as far as to organize a kind of
competitions with collective singing in which a person
passes on the torch to another until the chain reaches
hundreds of talented people.



Sharing roles or photos
for the public

“I suggest adding the care of children in their early years during lockdown to the CV”, Sami from

Tunisia posted during the lockdown period.

“The second “aphorism”: when confined to home, allow your husband to do everything in the kitchen
whatever it was and whatever the result ... you are the gainer”, this is what Nibal from Palestine
posted on the nineteenth day of the lockdown, as she used to post a daily section under the title

“diaries of our family in home confinement.”

The use of social media in times of general lockdown,
especially Facebook, the leading social media in the
Arab region in terms of subscriptions and activities
for all age groups without exception, imposed to
us different statuses in the relationship of men and
women in both directions.

There have been manifestations of violence, bullying,
cynicism, protest, argumentation and accusations
from one side and the other. There were also solidarity,
pride, encouragement and citizens and supportive
actions.

This article will not touch on this since other articles in
this issue will address different angles of the topic....

Signs for a reshaping of new roles for women and
men emerged from afar, leading up to ask: has the
lockdown changed some aspects of these roles? Will
coronavirus be a factor for reconsidering them? Or
is the issue merely an adaptation imposed just as
the lockdown was imposed on both, and soon the
traditional division of roles will return to its place
entrenched in minds, legislation and practice?

Many Arab countries have decided to decree either
general of partial lockdown for periods ranging
between two weeks and more than a month between
the months of March and May ... Whether it was
respected or not as an expression of the extent of
people’s awareness of arrangements taken by their
countries or to uphold the values of citizenship or
for fear for oneself and relatives, or for fear of an
“unidentified” pandemic, the measures once again
gave rise to discriminatory social aspects against
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women and others related to the nature of the
relationship between men and women in private
space.

As a result of the lockdown, the boundaries between
the private and public spheres of social media have
almost disappeared.

We have seen family diaries in the smallest details, and
statuses on specific roles likely to uphold traditional
roles to women and reflect new ones, or others, rarely
touched upon - if not impossible - for men.

Cooking is the most common feature in the private
space and front lines in confronting the coronavirus
in public space

What drew my attention in this regard in particular
is a video featuring more than 15 Jordanian men of
different ages who were performing housework,
sometimes under the supervision of their wives in a
back voice.

From that voice we infer that they are those who
are filming them, and they are those who train their
husbands on a specific work like sweets or encourage
them with a tone of pride rather than mockery.

These works were not limited to what is “accepted” or
what was “acceptable” to a certain extent, but went
beyond that to washing carpets in the courtyard of
the house, preparing Ramadan supplies of “pickled
peppers” and cleaning the halls of the house.

This is besides washing utensils and preparing food,
even the most complex of them in terms of recipe and
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The Covid-19 pandemic still continues to

reveal many paradoxes to the world, including

those related to gender equality issues. On
the one hand, it turns out that the countries in which
women hold leadership positions have dealt more
efficiently with the effects of the virus. Just as it
has been proven that women represent the largest
proportion of health workers in most countries, they
are the ones who have taken on the largest part of
the burden of managing the health crisis, and they
are also the ones who have taken responsibilities for
additional services resulting from the lockdown and
quarantine measures.

On the other hand, women were among the most
important victims of the emerging pandemic, not
only in the economic sphere because they often work
in informal sectors that lack social protection and
the ingredients for decent work, but also because of
the very significant increase of the number of cases
of violence and sexual harassment that women are
exposed to.

During the lackdown, while women stayed at home
-the most intimate private spaces that are supposed
to protect people and families from the pandemic
and its effects - they (women of all ages and
groups) have faced numerous violations from behind
closed doors with persistence of lack of solidarity
provided in normal times by associations and / Or by
communities or families.
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The increasing cases of violence against women
during lockdown period has prompted civil
society organizations —supported by media- to
denounce and raise attention to the risks that
women are exposed to in their daily life, asking
governments to take preventive measures to
establish dedicated shelters for survivors of
violence during the period of quarantine.

In fact, women’s associations were mobilized
even long before the start of the pandemic,
to ask for more protection against domestic
violence, especially those arising from a husband
or partner. When such laws are in place, these
associations worked continuously to advocate
for their effective implementation.

Certainly, before and after the pandemic, «<nothing
will be the same again», and if it became evident
that the issue of gender equality or gender
policies during the pandemic was not a priority
for governments to be part of the strategic
changes,much efforts and interventions should
be done to stop the violations against women,
which are more visible and prominent during
crises. We also realize through the roles that
women have played in various fields, but
especially in the health field, during the Covid
- 19 outbreak, that achieving a «better future»
for all will not be achieved without female
leadership potential. ®
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