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Yes, we would like to open editorial
offices in other cities too!

e Germany is one of the countries
thathavereceived mostrefugees
and many friendships have been
built between Germans and
immigrants. What is the factor
that made German society more
acceptable to refugees?

| think it is often a personal matter,
if a person easily finds himself in a
new situation and with new people.
Of course, education and experience
with “others” also play a role. The
ability of children who meet in
kindergarten to deal with children
from other cultures, easily and more
openly compared to adults. However,
this alone is not enough. Often people
keep to themselves in their societies,
it is important to encourage people
to meet others and do something in
common.

e However, it seems clear that
there is a rift forming between
migrants and refugees on
the one hand, and German
society on the other hand, is
this related to the difficulty of
communication and contact, or
is the problem deeper?

| think there is a big difference
between the people who came from
the Arab world 10 and 20 years ago, or
even the second generation who are
here, and those who came recently.

There are many conflicts and
differences of opinion between these
two groups. There are also many
differences with regard to German
society for people under the age of
30; they fund it easier to interact with
people from other cultures compared
to older ones.

Although | was personally surprised
by the way people over the age of
60 dealt with the wave of refugees in
2015. This is probably because they
still remember their flight journey
after 1945 or have heard stories from
their families.

e Do you think the number of
young people who find that
asylum and immigration is
causing a problem for Germany
is increasing, especially in light
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of the rising popularity of the
far right which is hostile to
refugees?

Right-wing parties are more popular
with the elderly, but there are also
youths who elected right-wing parties
and belonged to right-wing extremist
groups. Why? Often they have a
similar profile and living conditions
to those radical Islamists in the Arab
world.

These are young people who feel
left out and try to prove themselves
in extreme ways. Just as Islamists in
Arab countries fight governments
and stand against minorities, right-
wing extremists in Germany- also in
the name of ideology- are directed
against the government and against
foreigners.

e Refugees found themselves in a
new society amid a new culture.
Some say that they tried to
adapt within this society in a
way that also maintains their
own identity, but there is a lot
of caution in dealing between
the two parties, especially with
the rising voice of the far-right,
which has become high. Can this
constitute a crisis of confidence
between immigrants and
German society?

We always talk about problems, but
| think that living together in society
is generally a good thing. There has
been a lot of change in recent years
and there is a lot of openness in
general. Of course there are right-
wing and racist parties, but | think
you have to see many positive
aspects. At the same time, you are
right, sometimes there is a lack of
trust between refugees and German
society, people see themselves as
foreigners and fear each other.

But it is also important to take
problems and misunderstandings
seriously. If Syrian children are
insulted in school because of their
dark hair or because they are
Muslims, this is a problem. It is also
a problem when German children
are bullied by Arab children, and this
happens often. Therefore, we must
be realistic and not talk about it in a
way that makes it worse.
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e You, as an observer of Arab and
women'’s affairs, and through your
residence in Egypt for eight years,
what do you consider impressive
in the women’s movement in
Egypt in particular and in the Arab
world in general?

| lived in Cairo from 2008 to 2015. Of
course, the best time was 2011. The
mood among women was especially
good, they played an important role in the
revolution and there was great hope, and
a lot changed on the personal side.

The girls demonstrated against the will
of their parents and demanded more
freedom in the family.

| heard this from liberal women and
girls as well as from Islamists. Later,
the matter differed and came to hate
between liberals and Islamists.

e What do you think of the
women’s movement in the Arab
world in general, and how do you
see the presence of Arab women
in Germany? Were they able to
break the barrier and benefit from
the available law and freedoms?

| met many feminists and women’s
rights activists in the Arab countries. |
think there are many issues common to
women in Europe and the Arab world,
and the topics and discussions are
often similar. Certainly, there is some
difference. In some areas, women in
the Arab world obtain a better position
than in Germany, in professional life
and in important positions, for example
at university.

Many women who come to Germany
from Arab countries can get rid of
traditions and persecution from their
families. This can be seen, for example,
in the fact that many women seek
divorce shortly after their arrival in
Germany. They often justify this by
saying that a man who is left behind
with his traditional ideas does not fit
their new lives. In many cases, women
have more opportunities to choose
their own lives. But not always.

Some families are also becoming more
conservative in Germany because they
fear losing their traditions. For them, the
behavior of their wives is an important
sign of respect for traditions ®



“Julia” a German journalist who founded
an Arahic-speaking media in Germany

Interviewed by Samah Shagdari, immigrant
Yemeni journalist and activist in Germany

e “It would be bad if people had to wait until they could read German newspapers
to find out what’s going on. We want people to have an opinion and be able to

participate.”

o “People often keep to themselves in their societies; it is important to encourage

people to meet others and do something in common.”

e “There are many issues common to women in Europe and the Arab world, and the

topics and discussions are often similar.”

Julia Gerlach, a German
journalist and activist, works in
helping Arab refugees, especially
journalists, in her country,
which is considered one of the
largest refugee and migrant
host country. She speaks Arabic
fluently as she lived for years in
Egypt and studied there.

Years ago, Julia established a
unigue project, which seeks to
have German-Arab journalism
in Germany. She is one of those
who do not recognize a belonging
other than to humanity, so she
strives to create an equal world
for all.

Julia’s  Project “Amal Berlin”
provides the necessary facilities
for  Arab  journalists  and
intellectuals, who have recently
joined to German society, with
the aim of introducing them to
the country better and faster and
bypassing the language barrier
that hinders them from knowing
a lot of news, laws or matters
related to Germany. It also
helps them to obtain a source of
income in their new community.

This interview focused on three
main topics, the “Amal Berlin”
Project, its purpose, and how it
started? How did it develop? The
situation of refugees in Germany,
the challenges they face in the
integration process and finally
the Arab women’s movement
and the situation of immigrant
women in Germany.

e Would you like to introduce
yourself as you wish for the Arab
reader to know you?

My name is Julia Gerlach. | am a
journalist and author of many books.
Together with my sister, Cornelia, we
founded the “Amal Berlin” and “Amal,
Hamburg” news platform.

| worked as a German media
correspondent from Cairo during
the period | was staying with my
family between 2008 and 2015, and |
traveled a lot in that region. Earlier, |
worked for ZDF after studying political
science and training as a journalist.

e How did you start learning
Arabic, what motivated you to
learn Arabic?

While studying in France, | met a
number of Algerian students and
later become friends. We discussed a
lot of issues, but they often repeated
that | don’t quite understand what
they mean. This prompted me to
learn Arabic and make research on
issues in the region. | studied Arabic
in Alexandria and Berlin. Egypt was my
destination often.

e Where did the idea of
establishing the “Amal Berlin”
project as a German-Arab press
come from?

The idea of “Amal Berlin”! It was
created in 2015. At that time we
interviewed many journalists who
had fled to Germany. They needed to
work. At the same time, newcomers
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needed good information and to know
what was happening in Germany, and
that’s how the idea came up.

e Certainlyy, vyou encountered
difficulties in the beginning, what
are the most outstanding? What
are the factors that helped you
promote the idea?

First, we had to secure funding and
find the right journalists for our
team. We then ran a workshop that
told journalists how to work as a
journalist in Berlin. How do you get the
information? How does society work?
We have worked a lot to build a team
of people from different countries
with diverse political backgrounds and
opinions.

Six months later, “Amal Berlin” went
online and in April 2019, “Amal,
Hamburg” was launched! The goal is
that newcomers who speak Arabic or
Persian can find out what’s happening
in their cities.

We do not cover what is happening
in Syria, Afghanistan or Iran, as there
are other media outlets that have
correspondents there. We offer
reports on what we can carry out a
research. Indeed, learning German is
difficult and takes years. It would be
bad if people had to wait until they
could read German newspapers to find
out what’s going on, we want people to
have a say and be able to participate.

e s there an ambition to expand
the project in other cities in
Germany?
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cultural dimensions. The Guide endorsed
this categorisation of the dimensions of
development - now adopted by regional
and civil society organisations — which
CAWTAR helped devise in 2005.

The Guideincludesacritical appraisal of the
17 Sustainable Development Goals. It cites
the article dedicated to each goal, explains
the goal with illustrations and specifies the
goal and its targets, and then moves on to
discuss and critically review major points
and clears up focus points for the region,
explaining the gender dimension of each
goal. This theoretical and critical review is
followed by a case study, an example, an
experiment, or a project related to a given
goal or target from an Arab country. All
the goals are illustrated with appropriate
examples at a rate of at least one example
per goal.

The Guide covers 15 Arab countries and
some regional experiences. Goals are
presented with practical real-life examples
to provide useful and clear material for
local users and others to enable them to
better understand a goal and translate the
goal into action in the fieldwork.

Preparing the Guide was not an easy task. Of
the over fifty organisations we approached,
most did not base their actions on the
Agenda, excluded the gender dimension in
their actions, or confined their actions to
SDG 5. When experiments were available,
they were not accurately documented.
This pushed CAWTAR’s team to formulate
the  experiment and  systematically
request a review from the concerned
authority. When preparing the Guide with
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some organisations, the team noted that
experiments and lessons learned were not
properly documented. In light of the initiatives
it contains, the Guide can be considered as a
pioneering work designed to urge civil society
organisations and media professionals to
document experiments and give women due
consideration, actions which are in line with
the Agenda’s indivisibility-driven philosophy,
irrespective of the area of work @

e
e
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Gender Equality in the 2030 Agenda:
Field Initiatives: A Practical Guide

CAWTAR set out to prepare a
practical guide dubbed Field
Initiatives for the sustainable
development goals adopted
by the Agenda 2030, in a bid to
provide practical information
for users, with a focus on civil
society organisations and local
stakeholders.

The guide begins with an
overview of the Agenda
2030 and the indivisibility
and interconnectedness  of
its four components: the
Preamble, the Declaration,
the Sustainable Development
Plan/17 goals, and the means
used to implement, follow
up and review the Agenda.
Preserving the Agenda’s unity
and interdependence is crucial
in  designing  development
plans and respecting the
concept of development and
the human rights system.
When government policies or
interventions by associations,
movements, and civil society
organisations require action to
be taken in a specific region,
sector, or project within a
specified time period, such
action must be undertaken in
line with the Agenda’s spirit and
principles.
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In its preamble, the Guide proposes to deal with goals and
targets within specific areas and dimensions, as suggested in
the Agenda’s Preamble, namely people, planet, prosperity,
peace, and partnership, representing the five dimensions of
development,i.e. social, economic, environmental, political, and
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(e.g. the Social Protection Floor Initiative).
As a positive response, we need to
underscore the objective interrelationship
between private/exclusive and public/
inclusive issues, including complementary
measures for any of the disadvantaged and
marginalised groups.

e Giving paramount consideration to the
societal and cultural aspects of gender
equality: The cultural dimension was given
little weight in the global development
agenda, as compared to other dimensions.
It was partly dealt with in Target 4 of SDG
5, which evaluates pastoral work and
requirements, including the sharing of
labour within the family. This last point
touches on traditions and customs because
of their cultural character. This fourth
target does not receive the attention it
deserves and is often ignored and excluded
by conservatives based on the principle of
gender equality.

2. Practical and Procedural

Recommendations:

e Translating the Civil Society Organisations
Recommendation on Gender Equality at
the Beirut Preparatory Meeting for the
Arab Forum for Sustainable Development
in 2018 on Addressing the Cultural Pillars of
Discrimination against Women into a Joint
Strategy and Action Plans for Feminists and
Women’s Organisations and the Platform
for Regional and National Civil Society
Networks.

e Setting up a working group from various
civil society networks to critically examine
the goals and objectives of the sustainable
development plan from a gender, diversity,
and integration perspective, and coordinate
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with statistics agencies and research centres
to propose ways to adapt regional and national
targets and indicators, including the gender
and private dimension to integrate persons
with disabilities and all social groups.

Establishing a regional dialogue platform
for Arab networks to initiate an internal
exploratory dialogue on how CSOs can respond
to present-day requirements and strategic
challenges at various levels, including ways to
break down barriers between organisations
and have women’s, environmental, human
rights, and developmental organisations and
trade unions join forces and establish ties
with governments, the League of Arab States,
donors, and international organisations.

(ties with the League of Arab States):
Coordinate efforts and launch a joint initiative
with the League of Arab States, based on the
decisions of the 2004 Tunis Summit, which
called for a greater role for the private sector
and civil society in the work of the League, the
Arab Decade of Civil Society, launched by the
League, and the coordination of efforts under
the 2030 Agenda in recent years; and promote
the role of women, their organisations and
persons with disabilities in the League’s
institutions and mechanisms.

(the role of civil society in Agenda 2030):
Take practical steps to bolster the work of
the Agenda’s regional platform and develop a
multi-level work strategy to keep pace with the
Agenda’s follow-up mechanisms. Thisincludes,
in particular, drawing up national reports and
working with the Arab Forum for Sustainable
Development. This strategy should include a
civil society process, including independent
reporting to address issues from a civil society

perspective, on top of official reports @



to achieve sustainable development goals,
break stereotypes, and change behaviours and
individuals.

The last chapter also includes recommendations for
gender equality in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development and practical and  procedural
recommendations:

1. Recommendations for Gender Equality
in the 2030 Agenda

e The need to avoid sidestepping the integrated
approach: Attempts to exclude the issue of
women from the overall societal transformation
process, including the political and cultural
dimensions, are illustrated by the exclusion
of SDG 5 from other goals, in particular SDG
10 and the action plan of the human rights-
based Agenda. Therefore, the underscoring of
the interdependence of SDG 5 and SDG 10 as
a complementary pair that is interconnected
with the rest of the Goals, and the adherence
to the principles listed in the Preamble and
the Declaration and including the key issues
expressedinthe Goalsin nationalaction plans for
equality without limiting attention only to SDG
5, can both be considered as counterstrategies
that will achieve gender equality.

e The need to avoid fragmenting any of the goals
and their targets: A goal may be fragmented
in the same way that the third Millennium
Development Goal was fragmented. Because,
under its sole target, MDG 3 seeks to promote
gender equality in education, the goal is deemed
fully met when gender disparity in education is
eliminated. In regard to SDG 5, action must be
taken to thwart any selective policy that seeks to
pick some targets (and indicators) and exclude
others in national plans and strategies crafted
for national bodies dealing with women’s issues
and interested civil society organisations. It is not
enough to make progress in achieving a goal and
improve a specific indicator to achieve SDG 5.

e Focusing on policies and not projects: A
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stratagem is often used to inundate progress
reports with lists of projects, funding sources,
donors and beneficiaries, or to focus on the
success of specific CSO campaigns, institutional
procedures or legal amendments affecting
a single or a few articles, instead of assessing
the overall process. To counter this tactic, it is
necessary to underscore the need to assess the
overall process initiated to improve the status
of women and evaluate public policies, which
have a crucial role to play, focusing on their
transformative impact.

Diversifying strategies and not reducing the
struggle for equality to partial procedures: The
method often used consists of forcing governments
and conservatives to accept a legal amendment
through a national or regional campaign or under
popular or civil society pressure. International
pressure and officials seeking to improve the
government’s public image (e.g. several Arab
countries responded to national campaigns and
introduced amendments or passed legislation to
combat violence against women or abolish an
article that shielded rapists from prosecution)
can weigh in these amendments. Changes are
not the fruit of a consistent policy reflecting
a government’s commitment to equality and
empowerment at all levels (with exceptions in
some cases in some countries).

Including the advancement of women in
coherent development policies: This can
be done by responding to demands from
feminist movements and women’s associations
defending the rights of women as a group from
a narrow perspective and involving interested
partiesinlongandall-encompassing discussions
to draw attention to major development
requirements in all-inclusive general areas,
among other objectives. An example of
a limited viewpoint is when dialogues on
assistance schemes for female heads of
household are started, while completely
overlooking the search for a comprehensive
human rights-based social protection scheme
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interdependence mindset has always been present
in the development thinking and human rights
system, as seen in the global development agendas
endorsed by the World Summits in the 1990s and
the Millennium Goals, in which this interdependence
was translated into specific goals at the time.

The fourth chapter deals with the new develop-
ments affecting civil society after the Arab Spring.
It starts with an analysis of the nature of the popular
unrest that shook the region in 2011 and the role
of the old and new civil society organisations in the
uprising, and moves on to address questions arising
from this new situation and the way civil society was
called upon to take up new roles that were not previ-
ously on its priority list. The chapter cites examples
of the new movements in Egypt, Lebanon, Morocco,
and Tunisia. The chapter comes to the conclusion
that new forms of action are being “modelled”, re-
flecting: 1) the evolvement of civil society in an at-
mosphere of coexistence and interaction between
traditional organisations and new movements; 2)
the emergence of new movements to play a trans-
formational role; and 3) a move by some organisa-
tions- including traditional and trade union organisa-
tions — to take up new roles.

The fifth chapter deals with field experiments
in local development based on the presentation
of experiments that form the bulk of the chapter,
citing examples to illustrate the role of women in
natural resources management at the local level,
especially water management, land ownership,
rural development, gender relationships, and roles
in patriarchal communities. The chapter concludes
that local development is not a simplified form of
development ,and that subscription to the Agenda
does not mean imposing its theoretical model on
the work of local players and people.

The sixth chapter is dedicated to the media
and women and Agenda 2030 because, as a
transformative agenda, it addresses the ever-
changing challenges facing the media, especially
at the local level, although the media received
little attention in the Agenda, apart from its role
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as a marketing tool. The relatively complex nature
of the 2030 Agenda makes it difficult to address
the issues at hand and turn them into public
information material. Huge efforts are indeed
needed to simplify the Agenda’s content without
stripping it of its transformative drive, but little has
been done in this direction. The chapter concludes
that the ambiguity of the Agenda’s concepts
is pushing media professionals to treat them
in a selective manner, focusing any discussion
concerning the sustainable development goalson a
limited number of subjects without referring to the
interrelatedness of these subjects and sustainable
development goals.

The last chapter includes summaries of the report
and the main challenges and recommendations.

Key conclusions include the following:

e Asthe gender equality and women’s empow-
erment movements must struggle amid the
contradictions of a doublespeak mentality
that endorses universal rights while simulta-
neously clinging to cultural specificities, the
need to approach development and Agenda
2030 from a human rights perspective makes
gender equality a key factor in the success of
the entire development process.

e The ssignificance of the role of civil society, the
urgent need for dialogue with governments
and other development players, and the
importance  of  horizontal  networking
between the various categories of civil society
organisations, especially trade unions and
new movements, must be acknowledged.

e The importance of the cultural dimension
and the need to set up a cultural strategy for
development, with a focus on gender equality
in particular, must be considered.

e The role of the media is critical in promoting
human rights and transforming societies,
especially at the local level, as they seek



adapting this global agenda. From the outset, this
framework has demonstrated that the treatment
of developmental and societal transformation,
as envisioned in the 2030 Agenda, must be seen
through the lens of gender equality and women’s
empowerment, as these are key to the success of the
entire development process.

The first chapter deals with major development
challenges in the region in line with the priority
given to local realities. It provides an extensive
review of the challenges, and focuses on a number
of these challenges, which are classified into two
categories: 1) structural and chronic challenges,
including political, globalisation-related economic/
social challenges and 2) the challenges posed by
poverty and inequality, especially after recent
studies revealed that the Arab region is one of the
most economically disparate regions in the world.
The chapter discusses the demographic challenges,
especially those related to youth and the elderly
and to population mobility, from a development
perspective. The second category deals with the
new challenges, including structural issues, with a
focus on the community disintegration that results
from wars and conflicts, post-2010 transitions and
prospects for conflict resolution and reconstruction,
and the challenge of statistics.

The second chapter is dedicated to gender equality,
Agenda 2030, and development. The first section of
this chapter deals with gender equality and women’s
empowerment as based on specific indicators and
current momentum. The section provides evidence
that some sector progress has been made and
positive steps have been taken in several countries,
although the situation remains marked
by stagnation and slow progress or

even regression across the

region. The chapter also

includes a detailed
presentation

of the Agenda 2030 approach to gender equality,
and the links between SDG 5 (gender equality), SDG
10 (equality in general), and the rest of the Goals. It
discusses in detail SDG 5 and its Targets and Indices.
The chapter concludes that gender equality and the
empowerment of all women and girls (as set out
in SDG 5) are of great importance in Agenda 2030
and exceptionally important in Arab countries and
societies, both in light of their current situation and
the need to integrate a gender approach in all Goals.
A look at the political and media debates, and even
constitutional and legal debates, shows that some
of the main points of disagreement touched on
aspects of a political-cultural dimension, so to speak,
such as gender equality, the limits curbing women’s
freedom and roles, and the question of the sources
of legislation (religious or man-made).

The third chapter grapples with the reality of wars
and conflicts in the Arab region and their impact on
women and development. The chapter describes the
plight of countries in situations of extreme violence,
citing examples of these situations and their impact
on society and women in Palestine, Iraq, Syria,
Yemen, etc. This section also includes an extensive
case study on women’s political participation in Gaza.
The study analyses the interrelated factors limiting
participation, from Occupation to the political division
and patriarchal-male-dominated culture. Despite its
specificity, the situation in Gaza is an example of these
overlapping factors common to all Arab societies,
especially war-torn countries. The chapter shows
that the interdependence of peace and security
with development is a central issue in the Agenda.
This was not the case in the previous development

agendas, although this




New publications

7*" Arab Women Development Report 2019
Gender Equality in the 2030 Agenda:
The Role of Civil Society and the Media

The report was drawn up based on
a participatory approach, which first
included a small core team, made up of
members from CAWTAR and consultants
from ANGED, who discussed the core
idea and approach. It was subsequently
extended to include other contributors,
both individuals and institutions, under
partnerships or through contributions
to the call for papers on the subject (11
selected out of 30 papers submitted to
the Centre.

From the outset, the team members adopted
an integrated approach, striking a balance
between the direct treatment of issues related
to gender equality and women’s empowerment
and related goals set in the Agenda 2030,
and the horizontal integration of the gender
dimension in the overall report, with a special
focus on the cultural aspects, the media,
and the role of civil society as a key player in
development.

To ensure an evenly balanced content, the
report gave equal attention both to concepts
and theoretical frameworks and to the analysis
of realities, policies and players, and also
included enough examples and experiences to
lend credibility to the analysis, making reference
to successful experiences and lessons learned
in order to strengthen the role of civil society
organisations and media professionals as major
development players.
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Content of the report

The report includes a prelude, six chapters, synopsis, and
recommendations as follows:

Methodological points: The chapter presents the report’s
linkto Agenda 2030, fleshing out the conceptual framework
adoptedfordevelopment, which consists of five dimensions
corresponding to the five main areas of Agenda 2030, and
underscores the importance of factoring in the realities of
our societies and countries when assessing, analysing, and
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facing, and they now
must grapple with the

test of the 2030 Agenda “‘

for Sustainable Development as

well as take on additional obligations. Such
challenges are objectively difficult to meet in a
region where all countries, without exception,
are reeling from the fallout of wars and transition
periods born out of turmoil.

CAWTAR have had to work extremely hard to
implement the programme in the face of these
daunting challenges.

Adopting a different approach compared to
previous programmes, CAWTAR have rolled out
the 2030 Agenda in the rapidly changing Arab
region through the active involvement of all
parties taking part in development, including
civil society organisations and the media.
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The Centre for Arab

Women Training and

Research (CAWTAR) would

like to sincerely thank experts

and also the Arab Network for Gender

and Development (ANGED) involved in this

process for their interaction, participation, and

confidence in the Centre, as we have embarked

on a ground-breaking programme in the Arab

region that is closely tied to the 2030 Agenda in

terms of the role of civil society organisations

and the media in achieving gender equality in
the region.

We would also like to thank the institutions
that provided the programme with critical case
studies and/or data, or that teamed up with the
Centre to organise the training courses, which
are a key component of the programme o
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Dr. Soukeina Bouraoui
Executive Director

fter the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable

Development was adopted by the UN

General Assembly, international, national,
and regional efforts were pooled to implement
and push ahead with the Agenda at the national
level. Additionally, governments were urged to
submit voluntary national reviews.

Having previously endorsed the Millennium
Development Goals regionally, nationally, and
internationally, CAWTAR included the Agenda
in its five-year strategy and dedicated two
programmes to the Agenda with support from
the AGFUND. A regional research and training
centre agreed to provide additional support to
shore up regional efforts. A first programme
focused on “Arab Women and the 2030 Agenda
in Local Media” was carried out in 2017 across
six Arab countries.

Based onthese conclusions,asecond programme

was designed to take a closer

look at the roles community
organisations and the

media could play by
incorporating  both

‘ the2030Agendaand
they work to achieve

gender-focused
the seventeen goals on

approach into their
the Agenda.

programmes,  as
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This unified approach is in line with CAWTAR’s
strategy, as the Centre don’t limit its efforts
to Goal 5 of the agenda, namely “achieve
gender equality and empower women and
girls”. CAWTAR recognizes that all of the 2030
Agenda’s goals, related to poverty, education,
the environment and other issues, are quite
relevant to and fully address women’s living
conditions, and therefore must be addressed
through intentional action.

As soon as the first programme was completed
in 2017, work began on the second programme
under a comprehensive approch that brought
together research, training and action plans
formulated to coach media professionals on the
importance of their actively contributing to the
achievement of the 2030 Agenda’s goals.

We can not discuss the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development, or attempt to spell
out its goals and the actions taken to implement
and monitor these goals across the Arab world,
without stopping to reflect upon the “the Arab
Spring”, pushed the region in many directions
as regimes were toppled and replaced with
new ones. Wars sparked devastating conflicts
that have affected all walks of life in many
countries.

Engulfed in this strife, Arab countries were
deprived of the opportunity to come to grips
with the old and new challenges they were
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