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so special? Why and how did it acquire its unique
physical properties necessary to sustain life?

She studied several aspects of planetary accretion
and differentiation at University “Blaise Pascal”
(Clermont-Ferrand Il) in France where she worked
for the Laboratory “Puddles and Volcano”.

After she obtained her Master degree in 2010, she
prepared a thesis at the University “Blaise Pascal”,
entitled “Study of chemical equilibrium between
mantle and core in the context of the formation of
terrestrial planets.”

Asma Boujibar has published an academic article
on the topic: “Metal-silicate partitioning of sulfur,
new experimental and thermodynamic constraints
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on planetary accretion”, on Earth and Planetary
Science Letters (EPSL).

Now Asma is a Postdoctoral Research Scientist at
“Carnegie Institution for Science” in Washington DC,
which is an institution specialized in the scientific
discovery and supporting exceptional individuals.

About the Moroccan women, Asma said that
“the Moroccan woman can only lead her country
towards progress and democracy as long as she
invests in everything she undertakes. And thanks to
the long and hard associative fight for the women’s
rights, challenges were raised and we find today
the Moroccan woman at the highest positions of
decisions as well in the political sector, economic
and social”.



=¥
Asma Boujibar, §
Moroccan PetrologiStis
Geochem

d
tist:

The first Arz
with Riforigins

Planets

-

In NASA“Agency

20

Souhir Chaabani Tunisia

Asma was born in Casablanca of a Moroccan father,
who is an architect, and a Tunisian mother who is a
plastic artist. She belongs to a scientific family, her twin
sister Salma is an engineer, and her brother Adel is a
specialist in computer sciences in France.

She chose this field because it is an invaluable source of
knowledge and intellectual development. It integrates
several disciplines, including petrology, geochemistry,
experimental petrology, cosmochemistry, geodynamics,
materials science, and astronomy.

In addition, the questions she aims to address are at the
center of fundamental knowledge: what makes Earth
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development that were held in
2018 stating the participation of the
6th and 7th AGFUND Development
Forums, the participation in the
62nd session of the Commission on
the Status Of Women held in New
York on March 12-23, 2018.

CAWTAR participated also in the
meetings of the Women, Family
and Childhood Department of The
League Of Arab Statesand inthe 43th
Annual Meeting of the IDB Group
that was held in Tunis 1-5, 2018,
followed by its participation in the
organization of the regional meeting
of civil society on sustainable
development in the Arab region
and in the regional workshop on
strengthening CSOS to develop their
contribution and integrate gender
approach into other countries’
voluntary national follow-up reports
on SDG implementation.

CAWTAR and the Swedish
International Development
Cooperation Agency (SIDA)

implemented the project “Gender &
Trade” which aims to “Empowering
Women towards Gender Equality in
the MENA Region through Gender
Mainstreaming in Economic Policies
and Trade Agreements”. The project
involved 533 participants from
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six Arab countries: Algeria, Egypt,
Jordan, Lebanon, Morocco, and
Tunisia in order to provide support
and expertise in terms of gender
mainstreaming and human rights in
economic and trade policies in MENA
region. The project was designed to
push toward a stronger presence for
Arab women, on an equal footing
with men in the economic sphere,
including trade markets.

CAWTAR will work on exploring
new working areas and territories,
by building new and deeper
partnerships in order to contribute
to the emergence of societies where
women are much less discriminated
and marginalized, and where they
can enjoy justice, fairness and
equal opportunities. And with the
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support of its board trustees and
partnership with many international
and regional organizations, CAWTAR
will continue the implementation of
different projects and is looking for
possibilities to start new projects
and programs and renew interest in
domains that are of big importance
to its work and areas of interest.



better knowledge of financial affairs.
A core group of trainers has been
created, includes 25 trainers in
financial education from MFls
partners in the project, namely
“Microcred” and “Taysir” from
Tunisia and “Asala” from Palestine,
along with the Tunisian Ministry of
women, the Family, Children and
the Elderly. 250 women and young
people benefited from the training
in entrepreneurship and financial
education and some of them have
succeeded in launching their own
projects.

In order to strengthen the capacities
of rural women in some sub-
Saharan African countries, CAWTAR
has brought to completion two
economic projects for rural women
in Senegal on “Processing and
marketing of local farming products”
and “Poultry farm exploitation”.
CAWTAR organized on March 29,
2018, in Dakar, a training workshop
on financial education for 20 women
from the West African Women'’s
Association  and Francophone
Network in Senegal.

The center launched two other
projects in Cote d’lvoire in April
2018. Concerning the first project
— “processing and marketing of
local farming products and poultry
farming in the village of Saloblu,
Danané”. The project has recently
witnessed significant progress on
the ground especially in terms
of equipment selection, practical
training, rice cultivation, rice field
management, and plant growth
monitoring.

Concerning the second project,”
Empowerment of women and girls
supporting families in the Dabu
region through dressmaking and
hairdressing activities”, the phase of
vocational training in hairdressing,
beauty treatment, and dressmaking
was completed, in addition to
a series of training sessions for
women beneficiaries in the areas of

women’s rights, reproductive health
and literacy.

CAWTAR has been involved in the
project on “Enhancing Business
Support Organizations and
Business Networks in the Southern
Neighborhood” underthesupervision
of the union Mediterranean
Confederations of  Enterprises

(BUSINESSMED). CAWTAR ‘s role is to
integrate the gender approach into
all components of the project and
to provide expertise in the areas of
financial education & inclusion and
results-based on strategic planning.

The second strategic pillar of
CAWTAR’s plan of action 2017/2021
is a key prerequisite to ensure that
women benefit from and contribute
to sustainable development

In this regard, CAWTAR's program for
2018 sought to deepen knowledge
of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, and strengthen civil
society and media capacities to
advocates for its implementation
by preparing a regional report with
support from ‘AGFUND’ on the
role of civil society and women in
achieving sustainable development
goals 2030 “, which includes case
studies from Arab countries on the
implementation of the SDGs.
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As well as developing knowledge and
providing capacity-building for 65
media professionals and civil society
activists in sustainable development
concepts with regard to the 2030
Agenda and as part of its partnership
with the Microfinance Program,
CAWTAR has worked to raise CSO’
awareness of the importance of
implementing the SDG’s at local level
as part of an awareness day held
on April 2018, focusing mainly on
local actions facing environmental
challenges and finding sustainable
local solutions.

The third strategic pillar goal
is to provide a more favorable
environment at the policy and
institutional level to address gender
issues and promote a full exercise of
women’s rights

CAWTAR accords significant attention
to the role of advocacy in changing
and developing the legislative
framework in supporting women’s
issues, and in establishing a more
propitious environment for women'’s
to exercise all their rights.

The center has engaged in a
host of global, regional and local
events with the aim of revitalizing
global partnerships for sustainable
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in  communication, negotiation,

advocacy techniques, and in
gender-sensitive  budgeting and
transformational leadership.

Meetings as well were designed for
the purpose of raising awareness

of the importance of gender
mainstreaming at all stages of
decentralization and gender-
sensitive  community budgeting

were supported with an awareness
video and radio spots broadcast
in six local radio stations. These
meetings brought together over 200
representatives of local authorities,
civil society organizations and the
media.

CAWTAR has accorded significant
attention to social empowerment
through the prevention of gender-
based violence. It is a key area of
action which the center addresses
through gender-based violence in
universities, women security and
peace, and violent extremism. In
this context a study was conducted
on “Combating  gender-based
violence in universities in Tunisia and
Morocco”, it aspires to push for the
creation of mechanisms to combat
violence  everywhere, through

2018 ygill (gils - oy 71 32_c CIL_y)5gS

evidence-based advocacy activities.
It has undertaken to strengthen
the capacities of 45 members of
committees in charge of preparing
a national action plan for the
implementation of Security Council
Resolution 1325 in Tunisia. It
organized four training workshops
providing expertise and technical
support from Jordan and Iraq. This
training program was implemented
in partnership with the Tunisian
Ministry of Women, the Family,
Childhood and the Elderly and the UN
Women Empowerment Organization.

Throughout the year 2018, CAWTAR
monitored the implementation of
5 projects implemented by 8 NGO'’s
in Tunisia to strengthen the roles
of women and youth in countering
violent extremism. The center also
produced an awareness video aimed
at combating violent extremism,
particularly among young people.

On February 2018, CAWTAR held
a Dialogue Forum to present
comparative experiences of laws
against GVB in Morocco, Saudi
Arabia, Jordan, Algeria, Lebanon,
Irag, and Tunisia.
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CAWTAR also organized a workshop
with 100 beneficiaries in Morocco
on “Combatting  Gender-based
Violence” in order to open a dialogue
with a number of Moroccan CSOs
and associations member of ANGED.

Economically, CAWTAR has been
working for years on projects related
to “financial inclusion” in the Arab
Region. The activities carried out
in 2018 were diverse, targeting
microcredits institutions, coaching
organizations, entrepreners, and
women and men in marginalized
regions in Tunisia and Palestine.

At the level of research, CAWTAR
has prepared a study on “Financial
Inclusion in Tunisia” through a sample
of 1000 men and women clients
of credit institutions: “Microcred”,
“Taysir” and “Enda” so as to deepen
knowledge of the current situation
and of the main relevant stakeholders
and monitor their needs, which
helps to design the Center’s training
programs. Moreover, a Trainer’s
Manual in financial education has
been developed in Arabic and French
that aims at upgrading MFIs to allow
young entrepreneurs to acquire a



CAWTAR’s action plan in 2018:

Regional projects related
to Empowering Women
& Gender Equality

Lobna Najjar - CAWTAR

The Center for Arab Women of Training and Research CAWTAR has a strong
record of accomplishments and has made significant efforts in reducing gender
gaps in order to achieve sustainable development in the Arab region.

CAWTAR’s programs and interventions for 2018 have been characterized by
their increasing reliance on contributions from members of the Arab Gender
and Development Network (ANGED) in terms of research, training, advocacy
and engagement in regional and international dynamics, in particular, the 2030
Sustainable Development Strategy, which serves as an umbrella framework for
the programs and activities set out in the Center’s Strategic Plan.

With regard to the progress
in  program implementation,
achieving a comprehensive and
enhanced political, social and
economic empowerment for
women is one of the strategic
pillars of CAWTAR action plan.

When it comes to women’s political
empowerment, CAWTAR considers
that successful governance at local
and national levels can be achieved
only when women and youth are
actively engaged and assume a
leading role in establishing policies
that ensure equitable development
for all segments of society. At the
level of research, the center has
sought to deepen knowledge and
awareness on political and civic
participation through conducting
and publishing two qualitative
field studies in 2018 for a better
understanding of the factors that

impede women’s participation in
public and political life in Tunisia,
Morocco and Jordan and launching
three others to shed light on the
profiles of women leadership at the
local level.

24

Besides, trainings provided to
about 100 civil society activists
representing over 30 local NGO'’s
and local and regional media
outlets in six Tunisian Governorates
as they received capacity-building

2018 yolll il - pauys 71 32 CIL_yyigS



The Center also announced its 15th Contest of the best
article competition on Arab women'’s issues with support
from the IPPF under the theme of “Women in the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development”.

CAWTAR “Clearinghouse on Gender” serves as a
comprehensive resource center for information on
gender issues in the region. This website was enriched
with new studies, reports and films addressing Arab
women . The Center is working to develop a platform on
“Gender and Violent Extremism” added to an electronic
window on “Gender and Trade” jointly implemented by
CAWTAR and SIDA.

In addition, the center is working along with UNDP and
UNIFEM on updating the electronic portal of legal and
human rights of women and men as it will be launched in
a new design as part of the celebration of International
Women’s Day 2019.

CAWTAR focused also on technical support for partners
and in line with its five-year strategic plan, it has provided
technical support to the World Bank Project on the
Employability of unemployed youth and for the Swiss
technical cooperation project on coaching local women’s
initiatives in water resources management.

In order to further consolidate its achievements,
CAWTAR seeks for the implementation of new projects.
In this respect, CAWTAR has been developing a project
to support the capacities of Syrian refugee women
in Lebanon and Jordan toward social and economic
integration in host countries. As well as discussing a new
project with the Swiss capacity-building facility (SCBF)
and AGFUND involving the development of an electronic
platform on financial education.
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Cawtar’s supporting mechanisms:
Towards a regional Center of reference
on Gender and development

There is no doubt that 2018 has been a year with a
strong record of achievements. Accordingly, there is a
need to consolidate what has already been achieved
by looking forward with optimism to the upcoming
programs and actions.

CAWTAR did not only include priority topics and
programs in its strategic orientations, but defined a
major strategic goal for the center and its supporting
structures to become one of the leading centers of
reference in the region in the field of research

CAWTAR aims to enhance the Center’s institutional
development by establishing a benchmark for leading
research institutions in the region through its two
mechanisms Media Training Center and Clearinghouse
on Gender, providing technical support for partners,
paying special attention to the administrative and
financial affairs and developing new projects.

In this regard, the Media Training Center sought to
strengthen the capacities of media professionals in
women and youth issues, for this reason, training was
provided to media professionals, CSOs actors, and
those working in the film industry.
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Lobna Najjar - CAWTAR

In terms of capacity building and for the purpose of
pushing for equitable and gender-sensitive media
coverage, CAWTAR provided training to 15 media
professionals concerned with local affairs on “Enhancing
women’s presence in media “with support from
AGFUND. In this context, a project entitled “Fostering
Gender Equality Behind The Camera” was launched
on September 2018 in partnership with ‘SHASHAT”
and with support from EU program” Women in the
Audiovisual Industry: The Southern Mediterranean
Experience” offering training to 40 Tunisian and
Palestinian working in the film industry to provide them
with tools of gender-sensitive screenwriting and film
making.

Aiming at raising awareness and advocacy for women'’s
issues, CAWTAR has developed a map of Arab women
for media that was installed in newsrooms in Lebanese,
Jordanian and Mauritanian TV stations, as part of its
regional project on enhancing women'’s presence in the
local level”.
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CAWTARYAT as part of the Media Training Center is
a newsletter that seeks to further publicize CAWTAR’s
various programs and activities, 4 issues of CAWTARYAT
were publishedin 2018: offered coverage of the Center’s
activities, communicating the center’s programs to
promote women’s economic empowerment, and
focusing on women'’s economic empowerment project
in sub-Saharan African countries.
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Dr. Soukeina Bouraoui

Executive Director

iscrimination hampers the growth and the prosperity of society, discrimination

against women, in particular, hinders progress in achieving sustainable

development. In this respect, the Center of Arab Women for Training and Research
CAWTAR holds the promise of fighting discrimination against Arab women and reduce
gender gaps. Important steps have already taken place in order to effectively tackle this
issue and consequently achieve sustainable development in the Arab region.

The 2018 programs and actions of CAWTAR (second year of its strategic plan 2017-
2021) have increasingly drawn on the contributions of the members of several
regional and international institutions, most notably the Arab Network for Gender
And Development (ANGED) in terms of research, training, advocacy and engagement
in regional and international dynamics, particularly the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development which serves as an umbrella framework for the programs set out in the
Center’s Strategic Plan.

The contribution of ANGED members to CAWTAR’s work and outputs has recently been
crowned with AGFUND’s support to a new project entitled” Achieving Sustainable
Development Goals in Jordan, Tunisia, Bahrain, and Oman”. The Center largely relies
on the contributions of ANGED Network in the implementation of its strategic plan, as it
offers a wealth of human and intellectual resources that should be optimally invested
to confer more efficiency to the Center’s actions and programs.

On the other hand, CAWTAR has engaged in key international, regional, and Arab
initiatives and processes designed to strengthen networking, joint action, and advocacy
for policies and legislation guaranteeing the rights of women and girls.

CAWTAR has been strategic partnerships with the Arab Gulf Program for Development
(AGFUND) as well as the League of Arab States, the Union for the Mediterranean, the UN
Commission on the Status of Women, the Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD), the Francophone Conference on Women (OIF) and the ISDB Group.

It is worth mentioning that CAWTAR'’s objectives are aligned with the essence of

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) particularly in the fifth Goal: “achieve gender
equality and empower all women and girls”.
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Regional projects related

owering Women
& Gender Equality
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