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Questioning the male model in relation to power
and the judiciary

The study revealed a number of facts related to women'’s
relationship with the justice sector in Tunisia in two levels:
the first relates to women’s access to justice, and the second
to the status of women themselves within the sector.

At the first level, the study revealed that the feminization
of the justice sector did not affect the issue of women'’s
access to justice and the extreme difficulty associated
with the access of women in fragile situations living in
marginalized areas to justice associations.

Progressive legislative policies supportive of equality
values have not also led to a full questioning of the male
model, while civil society organizations and women’s
associations have played an important role in defending
the human rights of women (women victims of violence,
homeless women ...).

At the second level related to the status of women in the
judiciary, the presence of women in senior positions in
the judiciary tends to scarcity whenever the managerial
position is higher, with trends towards improvement and
signs of women’s occupation of such positions in the future.

Among the changes brought about by the feminization
of the justice sector is the change in the judge’s model,
which has affected the change in the model of authority in
general both within the family and in society or in politics.
That change has been witnessed in the representation of
litigants and citizens due to the presence of women.

Besides, the trend towards the feminization of the justice
sector should lead to new professional practices, break
stereotypes, address the discrimination between women
and men recorded in some judicial professions and allow
women’s access to all managerial positions.

The study also revealed that the assumption that
women judges have a distinct way in arbitration seemed
to be correct in some testimonies. However, a strong
confirmation of this seems premature because some
women judges do not endorse or defend it because they
insist on the principle of neutrality which represents a
shared identity of the judicial sector.
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Towards developing an integrated strategy
to promote women’s access to justice

In order to present the results of the study at the
regional level, CAWTAR Center held a workshop in
Tunis in November; it brought together judges from
Algeria, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon and Morocco, as
well as researchers, lawyers, academics, and men
and women representatives of various stakeholders
in the justice sector in Tunisia.

It was an opportunity for brainstorming and sharing
of experiences and expertise in strengthening
women’s participation in the justice sector and
enhancing their access to justice at the local and
national levels to ensure greater equality and equity
for women in Arab countries.

The regional workshop program included a
presentation of the prominent Arab
experiences in the justice sector through the
submission of national papers for the participation
of professional women in the justice sector in
countries of the Middle East and North Africa
followed by a discussion.

most

Participants also discussed the general framework
of the situation of female judges in the Arab region,
including paths and barriers and their impact on
women working in the sector.

The workshop made it possible to formulate a
number of recommendations, which consisted
mainly of developinganintegrated advocacy strategy
that includes practical activities and programs that
can be translated into development projects and
can provide support and propose measures in the
field of educational and social services needed by
women and which are likely to alleviate their family
burdens so as to promote their career.
Participants in the workshop also stressed
the importance of facilitating women’s career
development and drawing on  successful
international besides enhancing
women’s access to justice and supporting the
activities of women'’s rights associations e

experiences,
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Professional women in justice sector:

Key actors to consolitate rule of law

1]
and legislation hased on equality
b~ L] }<7r¥>,;,'

In order to promote women’s access to fair justice The aim of the study is to
and contribute to supporting and promoting the contribute to women’s access
. N . . to fair justice for women, to
professional participation of professional women

: -~ ] . . advocate for efforts to develop
in the judiciary, CAWTAR, in partnership with the the professional participation
International Development Law Organization (IDLO) of women in the judiciary, and

conducted a model study on “Women’s Professional to provide data on the reality of
women’s access to justice, the

Participation in the Judiciary in Tunisia: Barriers and

Opportunities “. status and. position ?f Rr?fessional

women in the judiciary and
obstacles to their professional
integration and the impact of
the feminization factor of the
judiciary sector on professional

practices in this field.

The study adopted quantitative
and qualitative approaches in
the analysis of the data collected
through  focused interviews,
direct interviews and life stories
of women working in the judiciary
in Tunisia.

ltwasbased onamultidimensional
approach adapted to achieve the
objectives of the research aimed
at understanding the feminization
of the judiciary, which has
long been a male sector and
to highlight the richness of the
career paths and individual
strategies of women working
essentially in the profession of

law and the judiciary.
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Several cities host the awards
ceremonies from Istanbul to Toledo,
from Casablanca to Palermo via Algeria,

Tunisia, Marseilles, Belgrade, Verona,
Genoa and Podgorica.

The prizes include the lbn Rushd Prize
for Philosophy, the Ibn Sina Medical
Award, Zyriab’s Prize for Music, which is
awarded annually at Al-Najma Al-Zahra
Palace in Sidi Bou Said, Tunisia, and a
Prize for the promotion of exchanges
and press freedom in the Mediterranean
communication field named after
Hermes, the Olympian God of
communication in the Greek mythology.

It is an annual prize established in
cooperation with the Tunisian magazine
“Réalités” and is presented annually in
the Tunisian city of Hammamet.

He also founded in December, in
cooperation with the Confederation of
Tunisian Citizen Enterprises (CONECT)
and the Investment Bank in France
the “Hannon” Prize, named after the
Tunisian Carthaginian explorer who
invented investment and discovered the
Gulf of Guinea.

This is besides the Gerardo de Cremona
Translation Award, which he founded
in honor of Gerardo de Cremona, the
most prominent medieval translator and
founder of the Toledo Translation School.

The prize will be awarded in Toledo and in
the following year in Casablanca and then
in the third year it will be presented in
Cremona, ltaly.

Commitment to launch Hannibal
Prize for Strategic Studies from
Tunisia

Mr. Nadir Aziza has a project mainly
related to Tunisia. It provides for the
launch of a prize for strategic studies
called “Hannibal” because of the great
need for strategic analysis.

For example, when a development study
is carried out, it must draw on strategic
studies because they represent the basic
infrastructure of each project and this is
very important.

Therefore, | wish that one of the Tunisian
strategic studies institutions, most notably
the Tunisian Center for Strategic Studies
will respond to an appeal that we have
launched for some time and that is still
unanswered to date.

It is not reasonable that a Tunisian
organization is not among the founders of
the award.

Despite the willingness of Moroccan,
Spanish and ltalian partners to found the
“Hannibal” prize, | am very keen to see it
founded from Tunisia.
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Tunisia lacks “cultural
diplomacy”

Mohamed Nadir Aziz stresses the need to
look into Tunisia’s treasures. “In modern
politics, for example, we can mention the
late diplomat Mongi Slim and others, why
should we forget these treasures?

| am looking to serve my country Tunisia
and the neighboring countries in the
Mediterranean and to undertake an
important initiative, which is ‘Cultural
Diplomacy’. It is very important for the
image of Tunisia in the world and for the
influence of the Mediterranean countries.

Therefore, the Mediterranean 21 program
was founded to draw inspiration from our
history and the power of its leap to connect
history with the present and the future,
and to revive such symbols as Hannibal
and Hannon, who represent the treasures
of the cultural heritage of Tunisia.

This effort is supposed to enjoy response
and attention from the Tunisian authorities
concerned without exception.

However, Tunisia lacks cultural diplomacy
to enhance its image abroad and to
present the true picture of a rich Tunisia
with its timeless civilization and figures,
which has been and remains the country
of openness, tolerance and the crossroads
of civilizations.”
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Writer, historian and founder of “Mediterranean 21” Program, Mohamed Nadir Aziza to “CAWTARYAT”

Tunisia lacks “cultural diplomacy”
We are waiting for a response from
the Tunisian official authorities

Interviewed by Souhir Chaabani - CAWTAR

Mohamed Nadir Aziza is a writer, poet, historian and author of several books

on Arab and African cultures. He is an exceptional Tunisian figure who has

made an outstanding contribution to the international cultural scene.

He held a number of important positions, including AU Information Director,
Director of the UNESCO Cultural Section for 25 years, President of the Arab
European University until 2000, and Counselor of the World Poetry Academy

in Verona.

Mohamed Nadir Aziza also served as a diplomatic advisor to the Italian Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and Director-General of the Mediterranean Observatory in

Rome before founding the Mediterranean 21 Program in 2010.

Mr. Aziza stood out in particular by
establishing several international
awards and he is a key player in cultural
diplomacy.

The Lysistrata award is one of the prizes
established by the writer, historian and
former diplomat, Mohamed Nadir, as
part of the Mediterranean 21 program,
in partnership with the Center of Arab
Women for Training and Research
(CAWTAR).

It is an award for women and men
of dialogue who have dedicated
themselves to the service of mediation
or conflict prevention, out of a desire to
live together in peace.

Lysistrata, a prize for mediation
in the Mediterranean from
Tunisia

Diplomat Mohamed Nadir Aziza
considered the Lysistrata Award as the
culmination of several awards founded
by the Mediterranean Program 21.
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Lysistrata was the main character in Greek
Aristophanes’ comedy. She was a woman
who succeeded in leading a women’s sex
strike in order to pressure their husbands
to stop the war between the cities of
Athens and Sparta and actually stopped
the war. She was, therefore, a symbol of
mediation in times of conflict and war.

He addedto “CAWTARYAT” that he founded
this award with several institutions,
notably the CAWTAR Center, which he
picked as the first founding partner due to
its concern about Arab women’s issues as
well as the cause of peace.

We then chose Cadmos from Lebanon
and “Tapri” from Finland as well as two
institutions from France and with them we
established this award’s founding team.

We chose to present the awards of the
first edition in Tunisia and in Beit Al Hikma
specifically, following a proposal by Mrs.
Sukeina Bouraoui, Executive Director of
the “CAWTAR” Center.
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12 prizes from Istanbul to Toledo

Mohamed Nadir Aziza talks proudly of
the “Mediterranean 21 Program” that he
founded in 2010 in Rome.

Itis a network of 12 awards to support the
excellence of physical and moral persons
who have contributed significantly
to strengthening cooperation in the
Mediterranean region in fields such
as philosophy, economy, Architectural
design, cultural development,
translation, music, journalism, literature,
and the right sciences.

They are named after figures who have
marked the history of the Mediterranean
basin, thus combining the concerns of
the present and the prospects of the
future without forgetting the roots of
the past.

He also pointed out that these prizes are
currently awarded in 10 countries of the
Mediterranean region.



The war-ravaged continent of Africa, as well as the Balkans,
and many other countries and regions around the world,
are at the heart of the Sant’Egidio Community’s concerns
and humanitarian commitments.

The Community of Sant’Egidio has also undertaken other
humanitarian initiatives, such as assistance to refugees
and victims of war and famine in southern Sudan,
Burundi, Albania and Kosovo... and assistance to people
affected by Hurricane Mitch in Central America or the
emancipation of slaves, where this inhuman practice is
still in use.

Dr. Ghazi Gherairi, the
Ambassador Permanent
Representative of Tunisia
to the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization and the
International Organization of
la Francophonie.

He serves as Secretary-
General of the International
Academy of Constitutional
Law. He studied general
law at the University of
Carthage, the Diplomatic
Institute and the Tunis
Institute of Politics.

He is also President of the Chair of Governance and
Governmental Institutions in the Arab Maghreb in the
Euro-Arab Foundation and the University of Granada and
was coordinator of the National Conference to Combat
Violence and Terrorism and Expert Advisor in the process
of writing the Constitution in Yemen and Libya.
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Dr. Gherairi was also member of the Committee of Experts of
the High Commission for the Protection of the Objectives of
the Revolution, Political Reform and Democratic Transition,
which was established during the Revolution of January 14,
2011 in Tunis and served as its official spokesperson.

He was also member of the Committee of Experts appointed
by the National Dialogue to support the drafting of the new
Tunisian Constitution (2013-2014) and the Chairman of the
Committee of Experts in drafting the draft municipal and
regional elections law.

The late Mongi Slim was
a Tunisian diplomat and
activist who was born on
September 1, 1908 and
passed away on October
23, 1969. He was appointed
Minister of Interior in 1956
in the government of Taher
Ben Ammar and afterwards
an independent government

was formed under the
leadership of Habib
Bourguiba.

Mongi Slim was the first
ambassador of Tunisia in
Washington and Canada
and a senior delegate to the United Nations. He served as
a member of the special United Nations Committee on the
problem of Hungary in 1956 and was elected Vice-President
of the United Nations General Assembly in 1957. Tunisia was
elected in October 1958 as member of the Security Council
by 74 votes. In recognition and appreciation of his efforts,
peoples of the world elected him as President of the General
Assembly of the United Nations on September 20, 1961. ®
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Lys:strata

Born in 1949, Sheikh Khaled Bentounés
is the initiator of the International Day
of Living Together in Peace. His initiative
was adopted by the United Nations in
December 2017. He is the spiritual guide
of the Alawaiya Sufi since 1975 and the
honorary president of the Alawaiya
International Sufi Association (AISA) and
the Muslim Scouts of France which he
founded in 1990.

He founded in 1999 the association “Terres d’Europe” (Land
of Europe) to be a meeting place between Islam and the
Western world contributing to the dissemination of dialogue,
peace and mediation. He was one of the founders of the
French Council of the Muslim Faith in 2003.

He worked on concrete proposals on major issues of society
and helped to establish a large number of associations
and organizations for youth, peace and the environment
and to lay the foundations for thinking about ways to live
together better, most notably the Alawaiya International Sufi
Association in 2001.

Dr. Helena Ranta, a forensic expert,
holds a doctorate in dental science
from the University of Helsinki, Finland.
She is currently Principal Investigator,
Department of Forensic Medicine, Hjelt
Institute, University of Helsinki, Finland
and previously served as Chair of the

of the same university.

She became well known as a result of her contribution to
several international forensic investigations such as the
sinking of MS Estonia in the Baltic Sea (1994-1996) and
investigation into the killing of 600 people in the Bosnia-
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Herzegovina conflict (1996-1997) and investigation
into the killing of Finnish soldiers in World War Il in
1997. She was also known for her work as a forensic
expert in the Racak village killings in the province of
Kosovo (1998-2000).

She worked as a forensic expert with the International
Federation for Human Rights in Cameroon in 2002 and
served as the head of the mass killings assessment
team in Baghdad. She has published more than
70 scientific articles in the fields of microbiology,
forensic medicine, forensic dentistry and international
humanitarian law.

Communaute de

SANT’EGIDIO

L1

The Community of Sant’Egidio;
the Community of Sant’Egidio
was founded in  Rome
in 1968 with the aim of
achieving  solidarity and
providing humanitarian
assistance to people and
groups affected by war
and conflict. A number of
community members have
played the role of active and
real mediators in conflicts
lasting more than ten years,
as in Mozambique, or more
than thirty, as in Guatemala.



The Lysistrata Prize for Peaceful settlement of disputes through mediation

Women and men in the se

service of

teconciliation and coexistence in peace

In a world ravaged by wars and conflicts, women always pay the bill of insecurity and the consequences of war
and crisis, while they themselves take the initiative to bring peace. History remembers the names of bright and
immortal models of women who have contributed throughout the ages to stopping bloodshed and renouncing

violence and hatred for a peaceful and stable life.

Among those remembered in history “Lysistrata” whose name sums up the important role of women throughout

the ages in the fight against wars and the peaceful resolution of disputes through mediation.

That woman

persuaded women of her city to withhold sexual privileges from their husbands as a kind of civil disobedience
and occupy the citadel of the city of Acropolis to end the war that ravaged them and their people. Indeed, these
women’s efforts culminated in the end of the war by signing a peace treaty between the two rival parties.

The greatness of what “Lysistrata” did rests in her alliance not only
with the women of her city, but also with her foes to make good
triumph and bring peace between Athens and Sparta. It also lies in
her success in mobilizing women from the both sides and forming
a women'’s opposition movement, confronting men and debating
rulers and advisers and ending up persuading them through
arguments and reasoning of the importance of ending the war.

“Now listen to me, everyone. | may be just a woman, but | have
common sense, brains, judgment, and good schooling,” said Lysistrata,
according to Aristophanes’ play. “You, in Olympia, in Thermopylae, in
Delphi (how many other places would | mention if I sought redundancy)
spray the same pure water on massacres and form only one family “..

This story on the role of women in conflict resolution and the
cessation of wars has inspired the MED21 Mediterranean
Observatory to partner with CAWTAR in establishing an annual
award for the peaceful settlement of disputes through mediation.
The award was named “lysistrata Prize” and it was launched
in December 2017. Dr. Sukeina Bouraoui, Executive Director of
“CAWTAR” emphasized on the importance of the award seeing that
“the Mediterranean region is a rich area of civilizations but it is also
witnessing multiple wars and conflicts. This requires opening the
door to peaceful debate and consolidating the values of tolerance,
openness and acceptance of the other, which is not an easy task.”

“I think that women have the skills to negotiate, push for peace and
renounce wars and conflicts, that is why the prize was named after
a woman who rose up against war and imposed security and peace,
thanks to her intelligence and ability to negotiate,” she added. The
Lysistrata Award is the first initiative of its kind for the Center of
Arab Women for Training and Research (CAWTAR), crowning its
activities in 2017 activities.

The awards ceremony was hosted by Beit al-Hikma in Tunisia,
in partnership with the Institute for Prospective and Security
in Europe (IPSE), the Guillaume-Hofnung Mediation Institute,
the Centre of Disputes Analysis and their Methods of Solutions
(CADMOS) and the Tampere Peace Research Institute (Tapri), in
the presence of academic and media figures, representatives of
diplomatic bodies, UN, international and regional organizations
as well as government institutions.
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Lobna Najjar - CAWTAR

The award highlights the valuable contribution of moral or
physical persons who have contributed through mediation
to the peaceful settlement of disputes in the Mediterranean
countries and in the rest of the world.

The prize is awarded to persons who dedicated their lives to the
pursuit of mediation or conflict prevention, in a desire to live
together in peace.

“The meaning of conflict or dispute” is not limited to wars in
their traditional sense, but all that has to do with accepting
the other, tolerance, dialogue and openness to others, and
acceptance of a different view so as to establish social peace,”
said the Executive Director of CAWTAR.

CAWTAR has already carried out numerous training courses on
mediation, negotiation and nonviolent communication skills
for civil society cadres out of its belief in the role played by
these structures to consolidate community peace, renounce
extremism and reduce conflicts.

Inits first edition, the Lysistrata Prize was awarded to five known
people from the North and South of the Mediterranean, from
the rest of the world, and from Tunisia, including a deceased
figure who stood out by his contribution to the peaceful
settlement of disputes through mediation.

So, who are the prize-winners?
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Lobna Najjar - CAWTAR

As in any last “CAWTARYAT” issue of the year, the programs and projects of the Center
of Arab Women for Training and Research (CAWTAR) take the lead in terms of attention
and monitoring, in order to further disseminate our areas of intervention and our latest
developments in research, training, networking, mobilization and advocacy.

It is a selection of some projects and programs, as the limitations of the newsletter’s pages do not allow
introducing all our activities and events at various levels: national, Arab, regional and international.

It was no coincidence that this issue of “CAWTARYAT” newsletter contains three main themes among the
areas of interest and work of the Center of Arab Women for Training and Research (CAWTAR): women and
peace, women and justice, women and terrorism.

They are, in my view, three inextricably linked topics. Indeed, there is no peace with the spread of terrorism,
in the absence of justice and the rule of law.

Moreover, these themes also refer to some of the Center’s renewed areas of work, on which CAWTAR
has started to focus and deepen reflection on, in a move to keep its programs abreast with the various
developments experienced by the Arab countries in the past few years and consistent with its new strategic
plan.

As countries of the region are witnessing, though in varying degrees, the proliferation of the phenomenon
of terrorism and the multiplication of conflicts and disputes that take various forms and dimensions, peace
in the world and in region has become seriously threatened.

It is a rapidly changing reality that requires more than ever an environment conducive to women'’s
empowerment based on law, legislation and regulations that equally define the roles and conditions of
women and men both within the family and in society.

If we look further at the objectives of “CAWTAR”, which the Center strives to achieve, we will find that it
aims through various programs and projects to contribute to establishing a safer environment for women
and girls, where all actors strive to reduce conflicts and disputes, achieve equality and uphold justice.

Therefore, a package of programs have focused on women'’s issues, security and peace, the fight against
violent extremism and the reduction of the most important obstacles that continue to prevent the political,
social and economic empowerment of women, girls and young people.

While the Center is keen to make its periodic newsletter “CAWTARYAT” a space to further define its areas
of activity and interventions, it is also eager to ensure that it remains a development media platform that

allows Arab journalists to write about the most important issues related to the reality and status of women
in different Arab countries ®
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Dr. Soukeina Bouraoui
Executive Director

he year 2017 was the starting point of the

implementation of a new five-year plan

of action that will continue through 2021.
CAWTAR made from the 2030 Sustainable
Development Strategy with its 17 goals and
three main dimensions (economic, social
and environmental) its general framework of
reference.

Within the framework of this plan, CAWTAR has
identified priorities for its work and interventions
that particularly include achieving a better
positioning as a gender reference institution
towards achieving its mission of further
supporting advocacy programs to change the
legislative and institutional framework to make
it supportive to women and girls issues and
provide a true and unambiguous picture of the
different roles and situations of women in the
Arab region and beyond.

As a research and studies center, CAWTAR
produced knowledge related to the status of
women, rights and development, and worked
in partnership with prestigious scientific
and research institutions and structures. In
2017, five issues were added to its record
of publications and releases which reached
over 100.

As a training center, capacity-building activities
included over 600 civil society activists, women
and girls, female and male media professionals
and governmental representatives through
workshops and training courses on gender and
development, comprehensive empowerment
of women and girls, financial inclusion and
addressing gender-based violence, quantitative
and qualitative development of the political
and societal participation of women and the
role of women in achieving the sustainable
development goals and in contributing to the
establishment of security and peace ...

Thanks to its previous experiences, the Center
has provided technical support in the areas of
its competence to many partners and national
and regional institutions in the region (research
reports, workshops and training courses ...).

In 2017, CAWTAR was able to complete many
programs, projects and activities to contribute to
the advancement of Arab women’s participation
in economic and social life and their active
involvement in the management of local and

national affairs, most notably training activities
and encouraging running for decision-making
positions in local body elections. CAWTAR
continued to focus on addressing all forms
of gender-based violence through research,
training and advocacy activities.

The economic empowerment of women and
girls was also one of the focal points of the
Center’s work during 2017, through both
monitoring and support of previously completed
projects such as projects in Palestine and
Tunisia, and through carrying on its existing
projects in a number of Arab and non-Arab
African countries.

Financial inclusion is considered one of the
foundations of economic empowerment, and
the Center has paid due attention to it and
implemented two projects in this field for the
benefit of women and youth in both Palestine
and Tunisia.

To encourage environment at the policy and
institutional level for women’s exercise of
their human rights, CAWTAR focused on the
role of professional women in the judiciary, in
partnership with the International Development
Law Organization (IDLO). It also engaged in
strategic initiatives and partnerships aimed
at strengthening legislation to guarantee the
rights of women and girls.

CAWTAR has been working on the development
of its supportive institutional mechanisms and
has developed the CAWTAR Gender Clearing
House and that is thanks to the support of the
Arab Gulf Development Program (AGFUND).
The Gender Clearing House represents an
umbrella for the two electronic platforms: the
Electronic Portal of Human Rights of Legal
and Human Rights for Men and Women and
the “Gender-Based Violence Hub, designed
and developed with the support of the United
Nations Development Program, the United
Nations Women’s Fund and the United Nations
Population Fund.

It also continues work and advocacy within
specialized Arab and regional networks such as
the International Planned Parenthood Network,
the Arab Council for Social Sciences, the Euro-
Mediterranean Women’s Foundation (FFEM)
and the Francophone University Association
(AUF).

In conclusion, it should be reminded that all
the programs and projects of CAWTAR aim to
contribute to the creation of a safer environment
for women and girls, where all actors strive to
reduce conflicts and disputes, and women
assume more important roles in bringing
peace and security with the participation of
men. Out of its belief in the importance of this
goal, CAWTAR crowned the 2017 achievements
by joining the Med 21 initiative to launch the
Lysistrata Prize for the Peaceful Settlement of
Conflicts through Mediation, which is awarded
annually to people who have contributed
through mediation in the peaceful settlement of
disputes in the Mediterranean countries and in
the rest of the world.
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