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It is a great pleasure for me to circulate the
rich, useful and interesting training program
to organizations, associations, and institutions
with which | have partnering and cooperative
relationships. With praise for the quality
of the training content, its richness in form,
content, output, and sounds...

Bassam Aisha - Libya
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A rich and useful course. | came out of it with a
wealth of information and knowledge, and | was
able to pass it despite having the Coronavirus,
but it came to fill my time with knowledge.

Amira Gamal - Egypt
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The course provided us with concepts and
analyzes through which we can understand
sustainable development, its mechanisms,
and conditions for its success. The session
also enabled us to know the 2030 Agenda, its
characteristics and divisions, and the answer
to why a new plan.

Amal Arbaoui - Tunisia
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Training in terms of the topic puts us in front
of a very important bet, as we look with such
precision on what awaits the whole world in the
2030 Agenda, especially the extent of the Arab
region’s readiness to engage in this agenda.
Therefore, | consider this session very important.
Just like the previous sessions, especially the
“Transformational Leadership” courses, which |
consider relevant to the 2030 Agenda.

Aida Al-Alani - Tunisia
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We have touched and changed the
quantitative and qualitative efforts of high
professionalism in which the training material
was presented as well as following up the
achievement of it through the set of exercises
that accompanied the narration process
in addition to referring to the sources and
references that have been attached to the
material. This is a major effort that saves a
lot of time for researchers and activists in the
field of women'’s rights.

Mona Fadl —Bahrain
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The Bahrain Women’s Union intends to
conduct a training course, the first of its
kind, on sustainable development goals
for members of associations under the
federation’s auspices. Whereas, CAWTAR
has a “self-learning electronic platform on
gender equality in the 2030 Agenda”, valuable
in terms of content and accessibility to the
largest possible number, We hope to use these
training modules in our project for training on
gender equality as a goal of the sustainable
development goals.

Bahrain Women’s Union
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A pioneering experience for
understanding sustainable development
goals through a Gender perspective

Digitization represented an advanced work tool in normal circumstances,
and the need for it increased during the global health crisis. Therefore,
since the first days of quarantine, lockdown and disruption of movement,
the Center has taken effective and rapid initiatives in order to invest digital
technologies in the implementation of its training and educational activities
and to secure their continuous communication.

Consequently, the center’s training materials was transferred to electronic
training and self-learning materials, and an electronic platform was developed
to house remote training programs, with the valuable contribution and support
of AGFUND. It is an inclusive platform for all the balance of the training center
in the various themes and topics it operates on.

The center also succeeded in preparing self-
learning modules on gender equality and
the 2030 sustainable development agenda,
the first of its kind in the region, which came
as the culmination of a package of projects
implemented by “CAWTAR” with the support
of the Arab Gulf Program for Development
“AGFUND” in the field of “Equality in the
2030 Agenda”.

The platform is directed to various target
groups (activists in civil society structures,
media professionals, researchers, experts,
government  structures, ...) interested
in gender and development issues, in
order to help them: 1. Raise their level of
knowledge about women's issues according
to gender perspectives Social and human
rights, 2. Developing their capabilities and
skills according to many fields (gender
mainstreaming, advocacy for women'’s issues,
media handling of women'’s issues, financial
inclusion, transformational leadership...), 3.
Contributing to advancing the development
process in their countries and societies and
in promoting the values of Equality in general
and between genders in particular.

The self-learning platform is currently available
on the Internet, and it includes training
modules on “Gender Equality in the 2030
Agenda”. It will later include various training
resources, based on the Center’s areas of
intervention, experience and the knowledge it
has accumulated over the years on issues of
gender equality in the Arab region.

The training modules on “Gender Equality in
the 2030 Agenda” represent important digital
training content that promotes understanding

2021 - 151/yw)lo- 80 32_c L _ypigS

and inclusion of a gender perspective in the 2030
Agenda. There are currently 9 training modules on
“Gender Equality in the 2030 Agenda”: 1. Gender
Equality in the 2030 Agenda, 2. Gender Equality
in the 2030 Agenda: Introductions, 3. Gender
Equality in the 2030 Agenda: Introduction to
the concept of development, 4 Gender Equality
in the 2030 Agenda: Why a New Agenda ?, 5.
Gender Equality in the 2030 Agenda: Introducing
the Agenda: Its Characteristics and Sections, 6.
Gender Equality in the 2030 Agenda: Measuring
Change in the Arab Region, 7. Civil Society and
Gender Equality In the 2030 Agenda, 8. Media and
gender equality in the 2030 Agenda, 9. Advocating
for gender equality in the 2030 Agenda.

For the first time, | have been subjected to
self-training, the approved methodology is
very useful, all aspects have been addressed,
starting from the introduction of the concept
of development through the previous goals of
the Millennium Declaration and the challenges
envisaged globally, Africa and the Arab world,
to reach the 2030 sustainable development
plan with a focus on the fifth goal, the subject
of training. Included in your program.

Aida Abu Ras - Jordan

This training gained me valuable information
that prepared me to search for solutions to
the issues related to the 2030 Agenda. Rather,
it strengthened my confidence to reach the
implementation of these solutions and to
participate in similar courses.

Hoda Al-Bakr — Egypt

The training enabled me to develop my
knowledge and strengthen my capabilities
in controlling the concepts, knowledge, and

21

skills related to my daily work in the field
of protecting and advancing human rights,
especially concerning advocating for women
and children issues, the environment, and
equality in all areas.

Dhouha Talik - Tunisia

| value all efforts exerted in preparing
information, reports, theories, questions, and
illustrated explanations, which are designed
with high quality and accuracy using the
latest and most powerful computerized
programs and educational tools through
the use of electronic technologies to ensure
that information is received, understood and
explained. Add to this the diversity of sources
that include the latest published scientific
reports and studies, global and Arab statistics,
and covering all aspects of the gender equality
agenda in the 2030 Agenda in a scientific and
logical sequence that ensures its access in a
manner that is easy to understand and discuss
and reach the desired results for the goals,
objectives, and vision of the 2030 Agenda.

Kholoud Khurais - Jordan

| consider this modules as a pioneering
experience, because it allows to benefit from all
the pillars and units comfortably, and makes the
trainee the one who controls the training time,
and manages it according to his agenda and
commitmentst. Hhe contents of the modules,
were very rich and comprehensive, and of
course, all the courses organized by the center
around the 2030 Agenda, were very beneficial.

Mina Houjib — Morocco

The experience of self-training was a
distinctive one in terms of content flexibility
compared to direct distance training. It was
useful, rich, and most importantly, it could be
archived for your reference when necessary.

Nashwan Al-Sumairi — Yemen

The content was very useful, despite my
knowledge of the topic, but the richness
of the content made me more curious to
complete all units. The design of the content
was interesting, smooth, progressive, and
successful from a pedagogical standpoint.

Monia Brahem - Tunisia



Digitization is also faced with another kind of inequality,
as 80% of Wikipedia’s content is edited by people from
Europe and North America, while they make up 20%
of the world’s population. One in 10 Wikipedia editors
identifies themselves as a female, and only 17% of
public figure biographies on English Wikipedia are
about women.

A recent report by the European Institute for Equality
between Men and Women - titled Digital Violence
against Women and Girls - indicated that nearly 75%
of women have experienced digital violence and that
women are 27 times more likely than men to be bullied
online, which leads many to not use the internet to
avoid these harassments. Studies have also shown
that women with the lowest share of education and
income are more likely to consume the misinformation
presented over the Internet.

Dr. Youssef Al-Guamri — Morocco

During the period
of the outbreak of
the pandemic and
the mitigation of the
consequences  and
the  consequences
resulting at the
economic level. (The
fragility of operating
systems and the
sovereignty of the
informal sector),
social  (widespread
poverty and lack of
social care), judicial
(growing phenomena
of violence against
women and girls,
and declining gender
equality gains ...),
and educational (educational continuity through distance
education to ensure sustainable education for girls.
Especially in rural settings ...), health (health services related
to reproductive health and medical monitoring of maternal
and child health ...), and societal (women'’s organizations and
associations and their roles as a civil society). Consequently,
digital illiteracy among women and girls can hinder entire
societies from dealing with thorny economic, social, political,
and environmental issues.

Given that the negative repercussions may go beyond the
mere fact that digital knowledge is a tool to help these
women and girls gain better livelihood opportunities and
additional income to support their families, and instead of
being positive and motivating energies, they will constitute
a barrier that hinders the progress of local communities
and the achievement of the 2030 Sustainable Development
Goals, according to experts.

Najat Ishaqi — Bahrain

The lockdown in most countries
due to the outbreak of the
Coronavirus pandemic posed a
great challenge to entrepreneurs,
especially women entrepreneurs,
because they stopped running
their businesses directly in most
cases. The shift to adopting
digital marketing and activating
its mechanisms to ensure the
sustainability of their projects has
become a necessity, not a luxury.
Experiments have proven that there is a gap between behavior
and markets around sustainability and digital marketing and the
ability of women entrepreneurs to understand and adopt this
trend, and thus there is an urgent need to bridge the trust gap
and fill it with the knowledge to be able to empower women
economically in preparation for the post-Corona pandemic.

Marketing and sustainability are two basic elements for the
success of any commercial project and to achieve a sustainable
digital transformation in the field of e-marketing. There is an
urgent need to network the relevant global goals and contribute
to their localization in the relevant and pertinent areas, as
information technology has been specifically mentioned in the
following sustainable development goals: 1, 4, 5, 9, and 17,
where this networking can contribute to the development of
digital marketing and sustainability, and thus to reduce the gap
between society and business around sustainability, specifically
regarding the economic empowerment of women.

Mina Houjib — Morocco

The Corona pandemic, and
the precautions it produced/
manifested in quarantine and

social distancing, contributed to
the normalization of the citizen
with the electronic mechanism,
by adopting awareness-raising and
mobilization platforms, and even
the acquisition of needs, learning,
and working remotely ...

It can be said that the Covid-19 pandemic and the interaction
with the electronic mechanism produced a speech calling for
the preference of remote work for women. To be able to take
care of their children and their home affairs, which hides many
of the manifestations manifested in the consecration of social
roles dictated by the male mentality, as well as isolating women
inside the homes and burdening them with social and family
responsibilities while performing their professional duties,
which weakens their profitability and helps exclude them from
career and professional advancement Moreover, this strikes at
the core of the principle of equal opportunities, equality, and
women’s contact with spaces other than the home, to develop
their competencies and experiences @
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Members of the Arab Network for Gender and Development “@nged” have diverse views on the challenges Arab
women face in relation to adopting digitization to overcome the health pandemic.

And between the lines that some have written, whether through personal experience or observation and inspection
of the reality of the situation here and there, all dimensions related to the challenges of digital empowerment for

women and Arab societies are evident, whether they are social, economic, social, educational or cultural ...

There are

differences not only between gender, but also between groups, regions and countries. It is clearly evident that the
adoption and ownership of digitalization needs to address many issues and problems, and requires greater attention
to women and marginalized groups, whose impact of crises is usually double and more deadly.

Azza Kamel —

Egypt

During the global pandemic
outbreak, many male and female
students and workers, were
forced to study or work remotely.
However, the ability to have a
computer, use it daily, or own it
may differ for females. Not only
because of its high price but
also because of discriminatory
standards in families that give

males priority in  obtaining
computers when they are
available. It is feared that these

practices will hamper the ability of
women and girls to maintain their
educational or professional status.

In addition to the high cost of the Internet for civil society
organizations and beneficiaries, with a major shortcoming of
these services, which is the neglect of the most marginalized
population, with women sometimes being unable to access a
Smartphone or other technology tools, and having problems
with communication, inability to afford an Internet connection,
and not knowing how to use certain applications (Some of the
beneficiaries are also illiterate). Meanwhile, some survivors are
surrounded by their abusers and are unable to speak most of
the time. With the increase in the use of social media platforms,
various challenges have also emerged, such as the need to
ensure the integrity of the information, especially when dealing
with cases of violence against women.

Jaflah Al-Ammari —

The digital transformation was expected to bring about a
positive transformation in the world of technology for the sake
of gender equality (through equal opportunities for women
and men in terms of life opportunities and practical and social
advancement) but, on the contrary, digital transformation has
created a new obstacle and challenge for women. The impact
of digitalization on women in light of the Corona pandemic
can be viewed in two ways. On one hand, digitalization has
affected the simple working and struggling woman and that

Bahrain
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is through unequal access
to digital. Most of the
women found it difficult to
work remotely and use the
Internet. Studies have found
that 57% of women feel
overwhelmed with digitizing
work this year compared to
36% of men. Plus, women
in tech are twice as likely to
lose their jobs due to the
pandemic.

On
this

the other  hand,
epidemic created a
It problem and an obstacle for
busmesswomen as the pandemic reduced markets and the
volume of work. The pandemic has created an unmet credit
gap of $ 1.48 trillion facing small and medium-sized businesses
owned and managed by women in emerging markets.

Gihan Abu Zeid - Egypt

Half of the 84 million females
in the Arab region are still not
connected to the Internet or
unable to use cell phones. And
due to the high rates of illiteracy
among women in the Arab region,
digital illiteracy also rises as well.

The views and interests of women
are not given sufficient attention
or presence on the Internet,
while gender patterns continue
to dominate the network and
disrupt the dominant languages
used in new technologies. The
Internet is dominated by English and other languages such as
French, German, Japanese, Korean, and Chinese. There are
billions of people, the majority of whom are poor women, who
do not understand these languages.




Dr. Soukeina Bouraoui
Executive Director

ore than a year after the outbreak of
M the Corona pandemic, the world is still

facing several health, economic and
social challenges, especially those related to
technology and digitization (as a mechanism
to achieve development and security) at
many levels, such as education, remote work,
electronic marketing, and relief to vulnerable
groups. Women and girls were the weakest link
in all of these mentioned areas, because they
suffer from violence and discrimination.

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
indicated in Paragraph 15 of the Declaration that
“The spread of information and communication
technologies and global interdependence
with great potential allows to accelerate
human progress, bridge the digital divide and
create societies based on knowledge, which
also promises scientific and technological
innovation in various fields such as medicine
and energy.

The importance of information and
communication technology was also mentioned
in the fifth goal of the agenda on gender equality,
as the eighth goal relates to “promoting the use
of information and communication technology
to promote  women’s  empowerment.
Information technology was also clearly
mentioned in each of the fourth, eighth, ninth
and seventeenth goals.

While the work of «CAWTAR> is directly at the
core of the fifth and tenth goals of the agenda,
it is working on other goals in terms of looking
at the integration of the gender perspective, the
empowerment of women and gender equality,
with special attention to digitization as a
necessary mechanism to achieve development,
given the challenges that the pandemic has
imposed at this level.

In all the goals, the challenges of discrimination
emerged, and the technological challenge
was added to them. There is no eradication
of poverty, for example, (goal 2) without
databases that include classification of the poor
in response to their needs, and no guarantee
of good education (goal 4) without investing in
technology and the options it provides.

And because Cawtar has consistently dealt
with the various issues it addresses in a
comprehensive and integrated manner, and
includes various target groups, it aspires,
thanks to the support of the members of @
NGED Network and its various partners in
the region, to document and highlight the
development initiatives of a transformative
nature that have succeeded in achieving
the goals of the 2030 Agenda. Especially in
reducing inequalities in the technological field
and promoting it through «CAWTAR> Clearing
House for information exchange and within the
periodical publication «Cawtariyat».

Since the launch of its seventh report on gender
equality in the 2030 Agenda: the role of civil
society and the media at the end of 2019 with
the support of AGFUND, “CAWTAR” proposed
to the members of the Technical Committee
and its Board of Trustees that the theme of
its eighth report: Women and digitalization in
connection with the sustainable development
goals and the comprehensive empowerment
of women, as a major initial title, the center
should elaborate it in methodological and
thematic frameworks later.

The unforeseen Covid-19 crisis came to
confirm the correct approach and choice at
the same time, which was also confirmed by
the consultations carried out by the center with
members of its Arab Network for Gender and
Development «@NGED».

In order to establish a knowledge base for
the report, emerging from reality, <CAWTAR»
held a series of round-tables for the benefit of
members of its Arab Network for Gender and
Development, «<@NGED», on the topic of «Arab
Women and the 2030 Agenda: The Challenges
of Digitization After the Corona Crisis.»

It discussed issues of relevance to the topic
based on scientific papers held by a group of
experts prepared on digitization and technology
as a mechanism for the advancement of Arab
women, experiences of“'aqopting digitization
in girls ‘education especially to counter the
Corona pandemic, digital mechanisms to
combat gender-based violence during and

after Corona, Women and Online Marketing
During and After Coronavirus: Challenges and
Prospects.

In the issue of «Cawtariyat», the most
important analysis of the role of digitization in
the advancement of the status of Arab women,
the challenges facing the adoption of modern
technologies in order to reduce inequalities
between the sexes, groups and regions, as
well as monitoring the views of the members
of the network, “@NGED” regarding all these
issues @
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