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on Population and Development,
which relate, in particular, to housing,
environment, education, development,
health and poverty?

The reader may think that the writer is
deeply pessimistic in portraying a dark
situation. However, facts, events and figures
do not give us enough space for hope.

Today in Tunisia, two years after the
Revolution, in 2013, women are still seen
as objects rather than actors and raped
girls are seen by a large segment of
society as accused rather than victims.

Today in Tunisia we note a clear weakness in
the presence of women in the governments
that came after the revolution. The
Director-General of the Center for
Research, Studies and Documentation and
Information on Women Dalanda Largach
stated that «discrimination on the basis of
gender is now reflected in both political
and religious speeches.»

United Nations Representative for
Gender Equality and Empowerment of
Women (Office of Tunisia) Hala Sekhiri
also points to several factors that make
women’s participation in political life
difficult, including cultural barriers and
the family and social burdens for women.

Governments in the dock

Mrs. Neziha Rejiba (Um Ziad), journalist
and human rights, tells about the story
of a woman subjected to torture and
humiliation by police agents of Ben Ali’s
regime after her husband fled abroad. This
woman was able to leave the country to
join her husband, and when she tried to
tell foreign media about her suffering, she
was prevented by her husband who denied
her the right to describe her suffering
under the pretext that he is the only one
who has the right to speak on her behalf.

Her husband is a member of Ennahda, the
majority party in the elected government
after the revolution in Tunisia.

Since its rise to power, this government
and its supporters have entered in many
clashes with several associations and
women’s rights defenders on several
issues, especially enshrining equality
between women and men.

Thus, the Minister of Religious Affairs
Noureddine Alkhadami considers the
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withdrawal of reservations to the
Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women,
CEDAW, which was made under the first
government after the revolution, a crime
against the people and its approval an
insult to the women of Tunisia and the
nation’s history, culture and Islamic
religion. Professor at Zitouna University
Hassan Mannai shared the same view.

The aim of the International Convention
“CEDAW,” which was approved by the
General Assembly of the United Nations
on December 18, 1979 and entered
into force in 1981, is to further confirm
women’s rights. Tunisia had, in the past,
lodged reservations to three clauses:
Clauses 5, 16 and 26 which are related to
travel, nationality, right to domicile and
residence, spending and other points.

In the same context, Salma Sarsoot,
National Constituent Assembly (NCA)
member from the Ennahda Movement
added that the withdrawal of the
reservations cannot be accepted because
it is considered as an interference of
some parties in the principles of the
Islamic Sharia law and the societal values
and style of the country.

After the revolution, the talk in the name
of religion by political parties and many
radical currents has become in vogue in
Tunisia. Women and their rights were
not spared by provisions, visions and
interpretations that limit their freedom
of and rob their will.

Moreover, the government’s collusion with
some hard-line religious currents and its
failure to specify clearly its options made
the country a place of pilgrimage for
many sheikhs and doctrines that reduce
women to an element of excitement and
a tool for mating.

In addition, women were the first victims
of the situation of violence that has
spread in the country and the insecurity
resulting from chaos after the revolution.

Add to this the poverty, ignorance, lack
of opportunities and imbalance of the
system and what it induces, including
deteriorated environmental and health
conditions.

All these conditions lead to the further

deterioration of the situation of women
because of their special needs.

18

It was probably for that reason that Mr.
Ahmed Abdelnadher, expert in population
and development ,considered that what
distinguishes the Program of Action of the
International Conference on Population
and Development ICPD+ 20 is that it has
not reduced population to numbers and
indicators and focused on the interactive
relationship  with  population issues
between the quantitative dimension of the
population and other characteristics like
their living conditions and their health,
cultural and environmental conditions.

This imparts to say that the evaluations
carried out by government agencies
and civil society components must
be updated based on new facts that
have emerged, especially in countries
in transition where new facts and
phenomena have emerged. And Tunisia
is among countries whose data need to
be updated continuously, especially its
responses to the questionnaire made
with the support of the Office of the
United Nations Development Fund.

The global survey of the International
Conference on Population and Development
Beyond 2014, through responses to the
questionnaire, is one of the most important
mechanisms and activities contained in
the assessment path of the Conference’s
Program of Action. It includes many themes
that relate in particular to housing, the
environment, education, development,
health and poverty.

However, university professor in Arab
literature and Civilization Amel Grami
considered that researches on women’s
participation in public and political
life are limited and that studies and
researches carried out do not keep
pace with the social and political
developments, which has widened the
exclusion of women from the physical
presence and political action.

She expressed regret at the fact that
media content continues to carry a
stereotyped image of women and rarely
talks about their contribution to the
country’s development.

This was also seen in the attitude of a
woman who came out shooting at Habib
Bourguiba Avenue in Tunis on Women’s
Day that the channel which had aired
a debate with a party leader calling for
marrying girls at the age of nine does not
reflect her real image o



No one among those who had participated in the organization of the
International Conference on Population and Development in Cairo in
1994 and who set its targets over the past 20 years and accompanied the
implementation of its programs in phases, has expected that the Arab Spring
which ignited from Tunisia in 2011 would bring about fluctuation and decline,
if not a rupture in the path and goals and the return of claims for things and
concepts we thought they have already became unquestionable gains.

Those who will participate in the
next International Conference on
Population and Development, if it will
take place in Cairo, will be probably
surprised when they read the reports
of associations and civil society from
Tunisia wrapped with the fear for
the social and demographic situation
and the development of the rights of
women, family and childhood.

Indeed, Tunisia, which has always been
considered a pioneer in the Arab world
in the field of enjoyment of women’s
rights that had years ago went beyond
the problem of differences between
sexes, found itself two years after the
Glorious Revolution against injustice,
poverty and repression, ruminate old
sayings like would women cover their
hair or not, and defend such modern
terms as gender issues and others
which have gender implications on the
grounds that their effects may lead
to the destruction of the family and
the spread of foundlings and may lead
to the spread of illegal marriages and

falling into pitfalls existing in Western
and democratic countries.

The feeling of surprise that Tunisian
women went back from claiming the right
to leadership in sharing responsibility
and leadership with men to the stage of
the defense of equality and the right to
education, housing and health requires
correction. This is a powerful gasp which
may require each of the organizers of the
International Conference on Population
and Development and the Secretary-
General of the United Nations to at least
drink a glass of water over it.

Revolution below the
aspirations of women

No one can deny that the participation
of Tunisian women in the January 14
Revolution was active and prominent.
And even those who want to deny it now
can be easily disavowed by documented
images and scenes. Tunisian women,
whether girls or women, were present in
all movements of protest, and continued
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Message from Tunisia to the International Conference
on Population and Development (ICPD) beyond 2014

Wi miadie a Rievolutlon, but...

Adel Brinsi - Tunisia

the process of construction in the
post-revolution period. However, their
representation in government and the
Constituent Assembly were not worthy
their struggle and the requirements of
the stage and what it induces including
revolution on norms, customs and old
discriminatory practices even at the
level of state institutions.

Indeed, women have continued the civil
and community movement against all
backward and ignorant forces that have
emerged as a result of the idleness and
chaos that spread throughout the country.

In this regard, a significant number of
lawyers and activists in civil society
organizations admit the modest role of
women in the post-revolution period
and the deliberate will to deny their
participation in decision-making and
the emergence of new threats affecting
women’s rights, gains and conditions.

The calls, statements or even the
“Twenty Actions on Equality,” appeal
which was submitted by the International
Federation for Human Rights to the
Secretary-General of the League of Arab
States, Dr. Nabil al-Arabi on the occasion
of International Women’s Day on March 8,
2012 which stated that «The participation
of women in public and political life on the
basis of equality with men is a prerequisite
for democracy and social justice values
that are represented in the spirit of the
Arab Spring,» were not sufficient.

These calls and measures failed to detect
the abuses and dangers that now threaten
women’s gains in Tunisia and their rights
and freedom in their environment, in
their work and in their family...

Why has this happened at a time when
we were waiting for the revolution to
be a revolution indeed? Why has this
happened at a time when we were
expecting that the revolution will
accelerate the achievement of the
goals of the International Conference
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to have another child..When we are
caught by labor pain and child birth
stumbles we are taken on a miserable
donkey to cross miles through rough
terrain and under scorching sun in
search of salvation embodied in a
midwife in a neighboring village.
In most of the cases, the trip is not
crowned with success and the mother
might die of thirst and the donkey
returns sad and empty.”

Even those who are lucky and manage
to arrive to the midwife the birth
process is made under unsanitary
conditions and with unqualified
midwives and medical assistants as
pointed out by the comprehensive
survey of 2006, referred to earlier.
Indeed, at least half of all births
(49.2%) are attended and supervised
by qualified medical staff.

Girls facing death

One of the women in the villages of
central Sudan said when her daughter
gave birth to her two children she
has not reached 15 years of age,
indicating: “my daughter was forced
to leave school to marry her cousin,
who also left school. My daughter has
lived two years in the house of her
husband until it attained puberty and
when she gave birth to her first child
she we almost 14»... Thus, girls find
themselves confrontations problems
of childbirth and pregnancy without
physical psychological and healthy
preparation and unaware of the
dangers of pregnancy and childbirth,
making them more likely to die while
giving birth. This was proven by the
comprehensive survey for the year
2006 referred to earlier and indicating
that there are (36%) of girls who are
married before the age of eighteen.

Women burned alive in
third Millennium

What is happening in these remote
villages where mothers die during
birth or immediately afterwards
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because of lack of health care, lack
of potable water and nutrition and
other causes that can be addressed
by competent authorities is a crime
and deliberate murder (infanticide).
It is also a stigma on the forehead of
humanity as it is moving toward the
third millennium. Indeed, pregnant
women are buried alive because
of neglect and thirst with potable
water available for only (56%) of the
population of Sudan. UN agencies
and organizations working in the
field of maternal and child health
and reproductive health have kept
warning of the catastrophic situation
of mothers and children in Sudan
since the early nineties and still
do. Thus, UNICEF described the
situation as dangerous through its
representative in Sudan Nils Kasperg
who said in a press conference in
2009: «It is absolutely unacceptable
that 26 thousand women die every
year in Sudan.»

Mothers victims of
ignorance, poverty and
disease

And 20yearsafter the Cairo conference
during which Sudan committed to
reduce maternal mortality rates to
reasonable levels, we find that this
promise is still ink on paper. Indeed,
the state, represented by the Ministry
of Health, has failed to provide
skilled birth attendants to those
villages and remote areas. Dr. Lamia
Mr. Director of the National Program
for Reproductive Health said in an
interview in 2010 pointed to the failure
of the ministry in the implementation
of the program designed to provide
a qualified and trained midwife for
each village. She also spoke of the
problem of health visitors, saying
«...health visitors are responsible
for midwives and their training takes
eight years and their number now is
largely declining, especially since a
large number of health visitors have
reached retirement age and this staff
has not been renewed to cover the
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urgent need for them, especially with
the growing population, «...Hence,
women find themselves confronting
altogether ignorance, disease and
poverty in remote areas, especially
since (80%) of births there are at
home in a miserable or non-existent
health environment resulting from
the lack of lack of health awareness
among midwives and the family of
pregnant woman.

The health survey of (2006) revealed
that about a quarter (25%) of mothers
who died were able to reach the
hospital only a few days after the
deterioration of their health and
that for several reasons, the most
important financial is the high cost
for treatment and the failure to
provide suitable means of transport
at affordable prices. A quarter of
those mothers who died arrived to the
hospital in full fainting while (6%) of
them died before or upon arrival at
the hospital.

The Ministry of Health can not provide
programs in light of the low budget.
Indeed, the budget allocated by the
State to the department does not
exceed (0,491,249,000) pounds during
the past years.

Life tied to males, death
feminized

Thus, after twenty vyears of the
Cairo International Conference
on Population, we find that life is
ties to males... All the joys of life
including education, health and
others are available for men, while
all the darkness of death are tied to
women... They are poorer, sicker and
more ignorant only because of the
customs and traditions or declared
and hidden official policies... We
regret to conclude this article by
this saying (mothers do not die from
diseases we can not treat... but
die because communities did not
recognize the usefulness of their
lives)e



women in these areas reflects the lack of
justice and equality between sexes and
continued males’ dominance at the level
of senior positions in the State apparatus
and public service and therefore a lack
of participation in political life and
decision-making positions and that the
presence of women is still a insignificant
compared to the size of the population in
which women account for (49%).

As for the enjoyment of economic rights
which we consider one of the most
important rights through which women
can be empowered and raise their
capabilities in a way enabling them to
achieve economic independence and
freedom of decision-making, we find
that there are still regulations enacted
to undermine these rights such as the
decision of the governor of the State of
Khartoum who prevented women from
carrying out certain businesses. There
is also the harassment faced by tea
and food sellers on a regular basis and
the confiscation of their professional
tools which constitutes a continuous
devastation of their financial potential,
as well as undeclared policies to reduce
the number of women in senior positions
or their promotion to those positions,
which make them exclusive to men.

In addition, the microfinance granted by
banks to women is still limited and too
small, compared to men. It does not help
improve women economic conditions and
does not allow for a quantum leap in the
life of poverty they are experiencing
and the term of feminization of poverty
remains a ghost chasing women.

In the field of education and despite
reports indicating that Sudan has
progressed in a somewhat satisfactory
manner by providing Education for
All and the Millennium Development
Goals and the goal of universal primary
education and gender equality which
is due mainly to the private sector and
community contribution, this has not
led to bridging the quality gap clearly,
especially in some states, rural areas
and conflict zones where customs and
traditions stand at times and economic

decline and war sometimes at others
as an impregnable wall in the face of
girls” education. This resulted in a high
proportion of illiteracy among them in
a scary and painful way for the country.

And if we look at the field of
reproductive health and health care for
women, especially mothers, as we are
approaching the third millennium, we
find that the rope of birth is still pending
like a noose in some remote Sudanese
villages which were isolated from
growth and development by poverty,
ignorance, war and poor governance.
This led Sudan to occupy the fourth
rank in the list of maternal morality
rate with 1.107 deaths per 100,000 live
births, according to the comprehensive
survey conducted in 2006, which is the
first comprehensive survey in Sudan.

This survey of family health in Sudan in
2006, which is an essential reference on
which some amendments were brought
in 2010, was prepared jointly by the
Federal Ministry of Health, the Central
Bureau of Statistics of the Government
of National Unity, and the Ministry of
Health, the Southern Sudan Center
for Census, Statistics and Evaluation
conducted by the Government of South
Sudan, with the support of the Arab
League, the Pan Arab Family Health
Project, the United Nations Population
Fund, the United Nations Children’s
Fund (UNICEF), the United States
Agency for International Development,
the World Health Organization and the
World Food Program, in addition to
several ministries.

In this article we would like to focus on
the issue of maternal mortality as one
of the most important issues because it
affects the lives of women and is a crime
against their own right. It is also contrary
to the divine law and the United Nations’
basic conventions which considers the
right to life a right not to be deprived
thereof. Moreover, safe motherhood
helps women to participate in the other
aspects of life, i.e. contribution to
economic, political and social aspects.
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Women facing labor
pains with songs

Women raise their voices through songs
and their sounds becomes louder than the
sounds of screaming of women suffering
labor pains and maybe death ... in an
unhealthy environment for giving birth...
and in the absence of trained midwives,
popular and folk songs and prayers to God
become the only remedy to cope with labor
pains and probably death ... In remote
parts of the country, we find millions of
women facing their fate along without
health care and their fate is often death.

Weakness of family
planning services

Mothers put themselves in the
face of death because of the poor
implementation of the strategy of
family planning developed by the State.
In addition, the rate of contraceptive
use is only 20%. This shows the small
number of mothers who use inhibitions
due to poor awareness of the importance
of family planning which prevents
repeated birth, preserve their health
and reduce the mortality rate among
them. Moreover, mothers themselves
cannot use birth control medications
because the decision of birth is a male
decision and therefore they do not want
to challenge it although it is for the
interest of their health and life.

Trips in the unknown

In those remote villages that are still
far from the year 2015 - the deadline -
millions of years and eras, women tell
horrific and tragic stories about the
horrors of giving life to a generation half
of which die before they are born ... They
say: a collective voice, one tragedy:

We are caught by horror and fear of
pregnancy and childbirth since they
are linked with death for us and for
our children ... if the mother does not
die, part of her does... the family often
loses the child or the mother...and the
mother than keeps re-trying each year
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In a move to strengthen efforts, the
State has issued a package of laws and
legislation to promote women and urge
them to participate in development
alongside men.

For the first time in the history of
Sudan, the Constitution states that
all rights and freedoms enshrined in
international treaties on human rights
and instruments ratified by Sudan are
part and parcel of the Bill of Rights.
Clause (32) affirmed the positive action
to promote women’s rights and ensure
equality of rights between men and
women. In addition, Clause 20 of the
Constitution affirms the equality before
the law. At the legislative level, the
quota system in the General Elections
Law for the year 2008, which guaranteed
(25%) of the total seats in parliament
for women at national and regional
levels was adopted in order to expand
the scope of political participation of
women and the law of the organization
of work for the year 2007. Thus, Clause 3
focused on gender equality in work and
job description. In the economic field,
the general directorate of development
and regulation of the banking system
issued a decree of the Central Bank of
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Sudan allowing banks to fund women
with administrative facilities reaching
up to (12%).

Despite measures, the
train of women is still
slow

The overall picture of the status of
women in the country suggests that
everything is going well. However,
it hides behind it a reality tainted
with concern and sometimes sadness,
especially in some aspects such as
education and reproductive health ...
Indeed, the conditions of Sudanese
women - especially in the countryside -
are still linked to stereotyped practices
and negative images, based largely on
concepts prevalent in the society that
has not been able so far to reconcile the
references of traditions and international
standards and human rights which aim to
establish the principle of equality and
equity in gender rights.

Indeed, there is a system of practices
against the right of women that is still
prevalent in many towns and villages in
Sudan. There also is a qualitative gap in
many of the areas that needs intensive
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work and official and popular effort to
bridge it. We also have to admit that
the political and security situations and
conflicts in the country contributed
significantly to the poor conditions of
women, especially in the state of Blue
Nile and South Kordofan, where women
in those areas face heavy pressure and
poor conditions preventing them from
continuing studies and enjoying health
services and integrated care and other
rights that contribute to improving their
lives. They are even deprived of good food
and clean water, which are unattainable
demands for women in many parts of the
country.

And if we look at the conditions of
women in terms of political participation
and in spite of some progress reflected
in the increase in the rate of women’s
presence in the National Assembly to
(19%), ministerial positions (8%) and
federal ministries, we, however, note
an injustice in many respects. Indeed,
the rate of women’s representation
in the Council of States is only (4%)
and the representation of women in
the diplomatic service as ambassadors
does not exceed also the proportion of
(4%). This decline in the proportion of



After 20 years of the Cairo
Conference on Population:

e The train of women’s empowerment is still slow

« Women facing labor pains with songs

e At the dawn of the third millennium...

Amal Babacar/Houweida Selim - Sudan

Though the Sudanese society has experienced over the past two decades a number of positive changes for women

in the political, economic and social areas, they are still short of expectations... These slow and slight changes

have resulted from Sudan’s commitment and ratification of many international charters and conventions, first

and foremost the document of the Cairo International Conference on Population and Development, held in

1994, which opened new horizons for women and spurred governments to put human rights in the planning and

human development and acknowledged the pivotal role of women. That role is based on gender equality and the

empowerment of women by providing them opportunities for education and health services and employment

and the need for their full participation in policy formulation and decision-making process at all levels for the

sake of a fair community participation and improving the quality of life for all.

Measures taken and
rules and regulations

Sudan’s official report fifteen years after
the Cairo Conference on Population
and Development pointed to a number
of measures taken towards achieving
the goals of the conference, such as
improving the status of women and
empowering them. It recalled that
the state has approved first a national
policy for the empowerment of women
and established a general directorate
of women at the Ministry of Social
Welfare as a mechanism responsible
for the advancement of women. It has
also created the position of gender
adviser to all governors throughout
the regions of Sudan to develop a map
designed to improve gender equality
and enhance the role and participation
of women in public life. The State has
also established a National Committee
for the Advancement of Women, which
has drafted a national plan for women’s
empowerment including critical themes

of the Platform for Beijing. It also created
a unit to combat gender-based violence
in 2005 and approved the national policy
for the education of girls in 2007. The
national strategy on female circumcision
in 2008 came as a positive step towards
addressing the risks of circumcision.

With regard to the public health policies,
the State has developed a National
Strategy for Reproductive Health,
which includes family planning, health
education, health care, reproductive
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health and attention to maternal and
child health.

We can say that these efforts and
procedures represent gains for women,
but they are below expectations as we are
approaching 2015, the deadline by which
the government has pledged to meet a
number of commitments and covenants
such as the reduction of illiteracy and
maternal and infant mortality and other
obligations that might be achieved in the
remaining year 2014.
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that the peer education approach
was particularly developed. In
addition, the concept of sexual and
reproductive health associated with
adolescents and young is used. NGOs
and the global program against HIV /
AIDS have helped to break the taboo.
It should be recalled that the report
of CAWTAR on Arab adolescents (2)
was among the best studies on this
segment of the population.

Another important element came to
enrich the international scene through
the UN system and
NGOs; it is the development approach
centered on human rights. Indeed, a
few years after the Cairo and Beijing
in June 1997 (3), the Secretary
General stressed that «the United
Nations activities should be guided
by the principles of human rights: the
rights of the child and the rights of
women as specified in international
conventions (4)» (CRC & CEDAW).

international

Therefore, plans, policies and processes
of development are rooted in a system
of rights for people and obligations,
particularly for governments which
«rights  holders,»  Which
promotes the  sustainability of
development initiatives, makes people
more independent - particularly
the most marginalized - so they are
involved in policy formulation and
hold accountable those whose duty
it is to act and be accountable to
beneficiaries.

become

In the area of sexual health and
reproduction, the human rights
approach promotes access of youth
and adolescents to information
and services. Efforts and initiatives
are underway, particularly through
NGOs. However, the impact of
globalization on public finances
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hinders the most commendable
initiatives. In the Arab region, the
reproductive health
provided for youth (15-24) remain
limited though they represent more

than 20% of the population.

services of

Closely related to human rights issues
and reproductive health, violence
based on gender is a concept that
was particularly developed during
the last decade.

The publication in 2002 of the «World
Report on Violence and Health» and
the 2005 release of the preliminary
results of «WHO multi-country study
on women’s health and domestic
violence against women (5) «as well
as the in-depth study by the Secretary
General (6) of the United Nations in
2006, contributed raising countries’
awareness of the implications of
the health sector and an increased
interest in further integrating into
the national development strategies
of prevention combating
violence against women.

and

Studies, initiatives taken by NGOs
and various countries are available to
launch programs that are slow to be
implemented due to lack of budget
and especially political decisions
with the fear of getting bogged down
in a delicate area where we are
dealing with multiple stakeholders.

Twenty vyears after the Cairo,
differences persist between
countries and within countries. In
developing countries, indicators
relate to early marriages, poverty,
sexually transmitted diseases and
access of individuals and youth to
education, reproductive health
information and services and lack of
human and financial resources.
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There was a funding deficit of the
various programs at the end of
the International Conference on
Population and Development (ICPD)
in Cairo. The ODA (7) been declining
due to the recession experienced
by the rich countries. We are still
far from the $ 5.7 billion per annum
target set at the Cairo conference.

The world, which earmarks more
than $ 1,000 billion per year to
military spending, could save the
equivalent of spending per day
reserved for the weapons to fill the
deficit incurred by the population
program and estimated at $ 3 billion.

1) See site:
swp/2004

2) CAWTAR: Second Report on the
Development of Women. Arabic,
«Arab Adolescents: situation
and prospects» 2003 (http://
www.cawtar.org/AdoOnline/23)

3) At the launch of the UN reform
in June 1997

4)  Urban Jonsson:
approach  to
programming

5) Study began in 1997 and based on
interviews with 24,000 women in
10 countries (Bangladesh, Brazil,
Ethiopia, Japan, Peru, Namibia,
Samoa, Serbia and Montenegro,
Thailand and Tanzania)

6) Depth study on all forms of
violence against women Report
of the Secretary-General
A/61/122 doc (http://www.
iom.int/jahia/webdav/shared/
shared/mainsite/policy_and_
research/un/61 / A 61 122
FR.pdf)

7) The assistance provided to
developing countries by major
donors fell nearly 3% in 2011

www.unfpa.org/

Human Right
development



should be reassessed.
through a profound
of society and its institutions that
women could gain enough power
and become more involved in the
development process.

It is only
restructuring

Another crucial element induced by
Cairo is the inclusion of gender-based
violence. In 1997 the World Health
Assembly in its resolution 49.25
entitled «Prevention of violence:
a priority for public health» which
aimed to prevent violence in society
and mitigate its effects had granted
some place for violence based on
gender taking into account, inter
alia, the recommendations of
the International Conference on
Population and Development (ICPD,
Cairo, 1994) and the Fourth World
Conference on Women (Beijing,
1995). At these conferences called
for urgently addressing the issue of
violence against women and girls and
dealing with its health consequences

[ll. Sexual and Reproductive
Health and the Millennium
Development Goals

After four decades of development
and despite efforts, the outcome
is not very brilliant. That is why
the international community has

identified the Millennium Goals
(MDGs) to give a boost to the
development process. The MDGs
are drawn from the actions and
targets contained in the Millennium
Declaration adopted by 189 nations
and signed by 147 heads of state
during the Millennium  Summit
in September 2000. Set for the
year 2015, the MDGs are a set of
objectives that can only be achieved
if all stakeholders are involved
actively. Poor countries have
pledged to govern better, and invest
in their people through health and
education, rich countries to support
them by using the following tools:
aid, debt relief and fairer trade!
The eight MDGs break down into 21
quantifiable targets and measured
by 60 indicators.

o Eradicate extreme poverty and
hunger

e Achieve universal
education for all

. Promote gender equality and
empower women

e Reduce child mortality

« Improve maternal health

e Combat HIV / AIDS, malaria and
other diseases

e Protect the environment

« Develop a global partnership for
development

primary

11

Of the eight (8) goals, four goals (4)
directly affect women: education
for all with a priority for girls’
education, gender equality and the
empowerment of women, maternal
mortality and infant mortality. Some
experts believe that a large share of
the bad balance is due to the fact
that women were ignored during the
decades and that’s why the MDGs
focus more on the role of women.
These MDGs relate directly to SSR:
infant mortality, maternal mortality
and HIV AIDS. As for the eradication
of poverty and hunger, it mainly
affects women.

We can see the path between
1974 and 2013 (from a simple data
gathering of population to the
achievement of important elements
of the MDGs.

IV. Cairoand Beyond: emergence
of new concepts!

One of the relevant factors that had
developed after Cairo is the special
attention given to adolescents and
youth. Certainly, efforts have been
made around the world in the 70s and
80s in the integration of education
on population in schools. However,
there was insufficient involvement
of young people and adolescents.
It was during the post ICPD years
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Gender'atthe heart of population

and development

Mourad Ghachem - Tunisia

Introduction:

At the time of the first World Population
Conference in Bucharest in 1974, a
significant number of countries, including
most of Latin America, Francophone
Africa and parts of Asia were not certain
that activities on population ought to go
beyond data collection and maternal and
child health and only thirty countries
reported having a family planning policy.
Two decades later (in Cairo (1994),
almost all countries supported the
full range of activities of reproductive
health, including voluntary family
planning, safe motherhood, HIV / AIDS,
protection against sexually transmitted
diseases and their treatment. Most of
the delegations were favorable to the
gender dimension.

. Origin and purpose of this
development

WHAT happened between the two
conferences?

- 1975 the First World Conference
on Women was held in Mexico. It
acknowledged that the right to family
planning is a prerequisite for gender
equality while the Global Plan of Action
on Population in 1974, which was
the result of a difficult compromise,
mentioned women only once!

-1975 Is also the first decade for
women where technical
meetings and conferences were held,
particularly in preparation for the
2nd conference in Nairobi in 1985.

several
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It is in this context that the concept
of gender appeared in the 80s with
emphasis on the fact that the cultural
and social aspects of gender relations are
not fixed and that the inequality faced
by women can be changed. One should
avoid confining women in stereotypes
perpetuated by some projects «Women
and Development» by further integrating
development  without
discrimination for the nature of job or
work through a different approach:
«Gender and Development».

women in

-1981: The appearance of the
first cases of AIDS in the U.S.
and the emergence of this new
pandemic and the need to prevent
it involved talking about sexuality.
Advancement of women, prevention
of AIDS and STIs was an opportunity
that NGOs have seized for action in
all countries.

In the two decades prior to 1994, a
number of international bodies have
opened new horizons in defining
more precisely individual rights,
including the rights to development
and health, and the rights of
women and decisions concerning
reproduction. The ICPD pulled them
altogether, developing the
concept of reproductive rights.

new

Reproductive rights embrace the
right to reproductive health and
sexuality throughout the life cycle,
reproductive self-determination,
including the rights to voluntarily
choose a spouse and to have the
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information and resources necessary
to determine the number of
children, the timing and spacing of
their children, equality and equity
for women and men in all areas, and
safety and reproductive sexuality,
including protection against violence
and sexual coercion (1). These rights
have been enshrined in various
treaties and conventions related
to human rights and international
agreements concluded by consensus.

[l. Gender and violence around
Cairo

Recognition to involve women in
decision-making had begun to appear
in a series of global conferences
organized by the United Nations in
the early 90s that dealt with various
aspectsofdevelopment: environment,
human rights, population and social
development. All these conferences
had emphasized the importance of
the full participation of women in
decision-making. However, it was
only in the next conference, the
Fourth World Conference on Women
held in Beijing in 1995, that a new
chapter in the struggle for gender
equality opened.

The fundamental transformation
that took place in Beijing was the
recognition of the need to shift the
attention focused on women to a
broader concept, gender, and to
show that the structure of society as
awhole, as well as relations between
men and women who compose it



connotations, it is indeed a human scene
full of influence and significance, it was
not a normal scene of protest when veiled
and non-veiled girls stood together, cutting
part of their hair and then using “spoons”
to knock on light poles in the square, to
express their protest, under the slogan «No
to violence against women .. No to the
Constitution» ... | think, Egyptian women’s
move to cut a lock of their hairs in front
of men in a public square is not only an
“act of anger” but rather something closer
to a silent cry saying “enough is enough.»
Women no longer have any option but to
express their rejection of a constitution
that eliminates women’s rights in society
and makes them «a piece of furniture for
the home,» according to them and that
they will not allow that women’s struggle
for the past centuries would go astray with
a constitution that eliminates their rights
and violates their freedom in society!!

Although, the scene was symbolically
shocking to the feelings, which is
unprecedented in our society, sociologists
say that girls cutting their hear means
that a revolution of women is coming
anyway, especially since girls’ hair is a
crown on their head, and waiving part of
their femininity must be for something
greater and most important for them,
which is their personal freedom.

In addition, cutting hair in particular
expresses women’s concerns about the
political Islamist trend and extremist
forces that deal with women only from
the perspective of “cheap flesh” and does
not recognize rights they deem «illegal»
adopted by the Conference and about
which they had said twenty years ago it
was the «pornographic conference» that
had adopted sexual health services and
reproductive health for women!! And that
women wanted to draw the attention
of the society and officials in a way
commensurate with Egyptian traditions.

This is not the first time that women
cut their hair in protest. Indeed, the
daughter of Akhenaten had made the
same thing at the time of the pharaohs,
in protest at the marginalization of her
father’s authority by priests. She was the
daughter of the mythical Pharaonic Queen
«Nefertiti» who was a driving force for a
cultural and political Revolution in her
time and the sudden entry of uniformity
religion in Egypt in the fourth century
BC... Egyptian women are restoring their
heritage in a sign that the revolution of
women is coming...

Some would say, and this is true, that
Egyptian women did not find any other way
to make their voices heard to the world after
the new constitution put an end to their
role and squandered the rights of women
and children, as if the founding committee
that prepared the new constitution does
not recognize or perhaps learn something
about the commitment of Egypt, along with
178 States, to a roadmap through which the
pivotal role of women in the development
process must be recognized along with their
empowerment in the community being a
driving and effective factor in bringing
about change (indeed Egyptian women
were already at the forefront of initiators
of the revolution of change on January 25,
2011) ... However, the same scene carries a
question about the apparent contradiction
between the evidences which all point
to the role of women in writing the living
history of Egypt and from the first hours
of the revolution in which they topped
their precursors and were not confined to
protecting the revolutionary torch over 18
days in Tahrir Square. They did not go away
from the square and were not afraid to say
out loud (NO) to all during the improvised
administration of the interim period. They
received police and military batons and
shells of tear gas, and endured forms of
torture including dragging and beatings,
and then, their images will be in big size in
queues of elections and referendum... We
do not find explanation for the contradiction
between that evidences and facts, and all
of them point to the ignorance of the role
and rights of women and stalking attempts
to muzzle their mouths and minds, as if they
want women to be only «concubines.”

Their only mistake, in my opinion, is that
they did not care much or less about the facts
of the retaliatory phase of «Set El Banat,”
over two years after the revolution. Ahuman
rights report issued by the Ibn Khaldun
Center for Development Studies, under
the title «After the revolution, Egyptian
women... Reality and Challenges» revealed
that the ruling administration in the country
and successive governments that came in the
transitional phase deliberately and explicitly
excluded women from all vital positions and
decision-making centers!! They did not pay
attention to the fact that women’s rights
were robbed and turned their back to the
shameful and unfortunate decline on the
human level. May we just recall that women
had enjoyed in the Egyptian «pharaonic» at
the prehistoric time a privileged position
at the Royal and public levels alike. And
women topped names of Pharaohs including
«Hetepheres» of the Fourth Dynasty, who

carried the title of «Queen of Upper and
Lower Egypt,» making it carry the blood
royal from one dynasty to the next and the
Queen «Neith” of the Sixth Dynasty. As for
Queen «Hatshepsut,» she stands alone as
a model in undertaking to rule the country
herself and confirming that entitlement in a
male society.

In addition, women before the law had
enjoyed more than three thousand years
ago the same class privileges enjoyed by
their husbands from the same class. They
also had the right to supervise the property
of their husbands while the latter have not
the same right. This can be compared to
the current situation in Egypt, and | think
across the Arab arena. These are indeed
models that can be inspiring and evaluate
the commitment to the implementation of
the Program of Action of the International
Conference on Population and Development
in Cairo, after about two decades, or the
commitment to the implementation of
programs of action arising from follow-
up conferences and other international
meetings held with a view to adopting
women’s rights to equality with men and
closing the gender gap!! Yet despite these
evidences, we did not also pay attention to
the meaning of the attack on a Lady who has
sided for more than half century with the
poor and marginalized farmers «Shahenda
Maklad» who had her mouth literally shut
by a member of the Brotherhood in front of
the presidential palace, without any regard
to her age, to prevent her from chanting in
protest at what was happening in front of
her from dragging and beating of girls who
participated in a demonstration to protest
against the constitution. The scene was a
blow to the document issued by the United
Nations, under the title «prevention of all
forms of violence against women and girls»
and the criminalization of violence against
elderly women and in a paragraph which
reads «the Committee is particularly aware
of the fragility of elderly women and the
use of violence against him is particularly
dangerous... The mistake that must be
avoided from now is that we should well
understand the meaning behind women
cutting their hair publicly.

We must also understand that the uprising
of soft power has begun in order to
defend the dignity of women, dismiss the
continued policy of systematic exclusion
of women which is the same policy
adopted in the new law on parliamentary
elections and reject a constitution
that entirely eliminates equality as an
authentic Egyptian value
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However, we are actually in front of a
“situation” that imposed its presence,
and its impact. We are indeed hearing the
pulse of its movement within the general
scene in Egypt, and even before the event
during which women cut their hair in an
unprecedented scene in a public square in
protest against a constitution that does not
know «Set El Banat™ ...

This is a situation closer to the uprising of soft
power, in the face of an unacceptable reality
that insists on the right of guardianship over
«Set El Banat” and dealing with women with
the mentality of «cheap flesh” inherited
from the time of the era of slaves.

It also comes after the constitution violated
their rights, and ignored the freedoms
and rights of women translated in the
criminalization of discrimination against
women, and the marriage of minors, human
trafficking, domestic violence against
children and women, and “political and
security» harassment of Egyptian Women!!

Nobody noticed that Egyptian women had
not risen up before for their rights which
were already compromised or for the
rights of hundreds of wounded women in
the revolution, and after, or even for the
promotion of women’s rights in terms of
full citizenship, or at least to claim to the
implementation and application of the
recommendations and work programs ratified
by successive Egyptian governments, before
and after the International Conference on
Population and Development, hosted by
Cairo under its auspices in 1994 and the
most important recommendations of which
was the empowerment of women in society,
and fairness and equality between the sexes
without exclusion of women.

However, they rose up and rebelled for Egypt
for change for the better. They were present
in the street inside the arenas of political
activity pushing for the achievement of
demands and goals of the revolution, and
the expression of a broader imagination
of women for a new reality in the land of
Egypt ... Although their share was the worst
thing in the picture, with punishment, to
break their will, and scenes of violence
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Fathi khattab - Egypt

This phenomenon deserves that we pay more attention to it and give it the monitoring and follow
up it deserves... though it is fair to say that it is not a phenomenon in the sense that it rids truth of
its content, because phenomena, whether natural or human, are often accidental and temporary.

Soft power uprising...
After “Set El Banat” cuts her hair

occurred, chasing  girls
furiously until they fell
in the bitter feeling of
oppression and humiliation.
In addition, organized crime
of sexual harassment were
committed to terrorize them
and exclude them from

participation in marches
and sit-ins. The events
of «political and security
harassment”  represented
harsh  messages sent to
women. Indeed, they
were not mere incidents

represent violation of public morals,
customs and traditions, penalized by
national and international laws of human
rights, but were rather a way to terrorize
women, and punish them for their political
participation and for taking to the street...
However, their determination was steady on
pronouncing their position, and their refusal
to keep silent on what cannot be tolerated
or to waive or compromise on the demands
and the objectives of the Revolution...

Nobody can no longer ignore the harassment
practices against women participants in
popular marches in protest against the
current reality in Egypt ... At the same time,
no body can and has the right to ignore, for
example, the meaning carried by the queues
of women that stretched tens of meters
around the committees of the referendum
on the new draft constitution, and with a
surprising insistence to stand hours in order
to cast their vote. And compared to them
men’s queues were «more modest» in the
face of the women’s crowd.

These are evidently scenes that carry
meaning and that meaning is not distant
from the dream of recognizing women’s
right to equality with men, and their vital
role in society...

Bearing in mind that the only thing that can
be described is what one sees, |I’ve seen in
one moment of the current period fraught
with danger and packed with concern,
dozens of ladies among voters breaking
into the main gate of the Committee of
the Secondary School of “Mother of the

Believers For Girls in the Al-Ahram, in
Giza, due to the stalling of the queue that
extended for more than 300 meters without
moving, angering voters who waited more
than three hours accompanied by their
young children.

They considered that the delay was
deliberate, in order to prevent them from
casting their vote in the referendum on the
constitution, and a “negative” falsification
of their will by removing the «No» from
ballot boxes. They raised their voices, saying
they will not move before being allowed
to vote and the loudest voice was that of
a lady saying: She suffered chronic pain in
the foot, preventing here from standing for
a long time!

| am interested in what behind the scene
rather in the event itself... Why do
women insist on waiting and voting?! The
answer has not taken so much time with
an unprecedented scene featuring girls
and women cutting their hair in front of
passers-by in Tahrir Square, in parallel
with the announcement of the results of
the referendum on the constitution. They
were expressing their rejection of the
violations and abuses suffered by women
in the electoral committees during the
first and second phases of the referendum,
and threatened to enter in open-ended
sit-in and take new steps to escalate
civil disobedience, in order to preserve
their rights which were diminished by the
new constitution... Fairness, equality,
education and jobs... The scene is worth
more than meditation on its meaning and



10. Many Arab women and girls are
suffering from various human
rights violations which
sometimes are legalized,
particularly in political
unrest, conflicts and/
or natural disasters.

11. The equality that
has been granted
by law is often
not translated
into people’s
daily life. Besides,
governments’
commitments towards
many international
human rights instruments
are not reflected in the
national laws in many Arab
countries.

12. Non-governmental organizations
have contributed in many
population and development
interventions and they are real
partners in implementing ICPD
PoA, as indicated by article 15
of ICPD PoA.

Based on our belief in the role

of the civil society in planning,
implementing, monitoring and
evaluating human rights-based
development plans, the Arab Women
NGOs Coalition in Support of ICPD
Agenda Beyond 2014 is calling on
ICPD regional conference in 24-26
June in Cairo to achieve a number
of goals, on the basis of equality,
dignity, sustainable development
and combating violence, including:

I.  NGOs members to this coalition
are committed to continue
working towards the elimination
of all forms of violence against
women and women’s rights,
including their sexual and
reproductive rights.

II. Call upon governments to
develop population policies
based on human rights and
gender equality as well as to
align existing policies in order
to serve family, women and
youth rights and support their
respective roles.

VI.

VII.

This coalition condemns all
values and concepts that support
violation of women’ rights,
condone women inequality

and tolerate violence against
women and girls. Therefore, this
coalition calls for the adoption
and promotion of human rights
culture that promotes equality
and human rights.

Call upon all Arab governments
to lift their reservation on
CEDAW and the adoption of

the optional protocol that
would allow for the full
implementation of ICPD PoA.
Call upon Arab governments

to put in place mechanisms to
protect women and prevent
violence against women and
girls.

This coalition condemns

all inhuman and degrading
practices, such as female genital
mutilation/cutting (FGM/C) and
child marriage and supports

and encourages traditions and
practices that respect women
and girls rights.

Call upon the Arab
governments to support the
civil society via promotion of
capabilities and finance as well

as lifting all restrictions on
the civil society to enable it
to play its role in sustainable
development, particularly in
population and development.
VIII. All governments,
INGOs and civil society
are called upon to renew
their commitment towards
the empowerment of
all society segments,
particularly women, girls
and youth by providing
access to education, health
and political and economic
participation in a way that
protect their rights and
dignity.

IX. The coalition calls for more
coordination with civil society
in a way that protects and
respects human rights.

X. The coalition is asking ICPD
regional conference to make
sure that the international
development agenda beyond
2014 addresses women, girls
and youth empowerment and
rights in particular.

XI. Call on Governments to adopt
legal systems to protect
women, girls and elderly
during conflict, political unrest
and natural disasters.

XII. Call upon governments to
develop studies, researches
and surveys to produce
data and information about
population, particularly
women and girls.

XIlI. Call upon Governments to
generate reliable data and
statistics.

XIV. Call upon governments,
private sector and INGOs to
support all regional networks
and structures that are
working on population and
development in the Arab
Region, particularly on women
and youth, by providing
financial resources as well as
to include them in planning,
implementation, monitoring
and evaluation aspects.
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19 June 2013 Amman, Jordan

Declaration of the A

iah Women NaO's

Coalition in Support of the IGPD
Progranime of Action Beyond 2014

Since the ICPD in Cairo in 1994, Arab countries with no
exceptions have witnessed various political, social and economic
developments. The Arab states have committed to work
towards the full implementation of the ICPD PoA as well as all
other international commitments, including the decelerations
of the international conferences preceded or followed ICPD,
particularly the Convention on Elimination of all forms of
Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW, December 1979), the
International Social Development Conference in Copenhagen
(March 1995) the fourth International Conference on Women in
Beijing (September 1995) and the UN Millennium Declaration
(2000).

As indicated by some reports and statistics, various achievements
have been attained at the population and development front,
including education and health policies and services as well
as legal amendments that serve women’s interest and rights.
However, many marginalized segments of the society have not
enjoyed these achievements, particularly women and girls,
who bear the suffering throughout their life cycle, though
with variations among various Arab countries. In spite of the
progress made in Arab women’s and girls’ education attainment,
particularly at university level, their public participation remains
low, specifically in the labor force and decision making positions
at both public and private sectors. The feminization of poverty
and violence against women and girls, particularly Female
Genital Mutilation and Child Marriage has continued to hold back
progress of Arab women and girls. With these sustained challenges
and in spite of Arab Governments’ commitments to combat all
these violations, the Arab Region has recently witnessed some
political dynamics that have produced various worry-some
indicators that compromise women’s and girls’ achievements
and progress attained in the past. In response, various Arab
women NGOs have established a regional coalition to support
women issues and eliminate challenges and gaps that pertain to
women’s and girls’ rights. This coalition is called “Arab Women
NGOs Coalition in Support of ICPD Agenda Beyond 2014.”” Based
on the Coalition commitments towards national, regional and
international population and development, particularly women’s
issues (a real civil society role to face challenges and gaps in the
region), the coalition is calling upon ICPD regional conference to
fully implement the ICPD PoA.
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This declaration is based on the following principles:

1. Freedom and equality are among the humane
and basic principles brought about by all religions
and upon which all human rights instruments are
based.

2. Human being is the ultimate aim of any
development plan and is the source of this
development and has the highest value in all
societies. Every person counts. Therefore the
violation of individual and peoples’ rights to serve
or protect specific group or even majority rights
is morally and legally unacceptable.

3. The rights of women and girls to lead a dignified
and healthy life in an environment free of
inequality, marginalization and violence is the
bottom line of human rights that should be fully
implemented, not selectively.

4. The exercise of women’s political, social and
economic rights on equal footing with men
represents one of the basic guarantees to any
society development; therefore it should be well-
preserved by both state and none-state actors.

5. The development of all people’s capabilities,
particularly women and youth, is a condition for
sustainable development plan that aim at the
wellfare of people.

6. The qualitative and quantitative population
dynamics are well linked with the achievement of
sustainable development, secure good standards
of living for all people and eliminate inequality
and marginalization.

7. The enjoyment of healthy life style is a right for
all, including the right to information and quality
services to sexual and reproductive health.

8. When education, health, and vocational
capabilities of people are enhanced, their living
standards and access to equality are improved.

9. Women have the full rights to physical integrity
as well the respect to their choices based on
principles that promote equality and condemn
violence.



Regional convention on ICPD and the Arab states
A statement that aspires to
build an improved future for
development in the Arab region

Imen Trabelsi - CAWTAR

On June 24-26, 2013 the representatives of the Arab states,
members of the Arab league, gathered on the occasion of the
regionalconference on the population and development inthe Arab
region. The summit purpose was to discuss Arab states path on
the accomplishment of their engagements since the international
conference on population and devolvement ICPD Cairo 1994.

Let’s first mention that following the
United Nations general assembly’s
resolution  number  234/65 in
December 2012, there has been an
expansion of the ICPD work plan
period into 2014 and beyond.

Arab states were required to review
their pathways since ICPD 1994, and
what needs to be operated, following
the work plan, to achieve the goals
fixed back in 1994.

June’s conference had a main
outcome which is the release of a
statement draft in which Arab states
representatives delivered a series
of recommendations to the Arab

states in the intention of enhancing
the implementation of the ICPD
work plan, and tothe achievement
of theMillenniumdevelopmentgoals.
The statement included several
focus point, all related to the
human and social development in its
various aspects. From civic rights,
sustainable development, heath or
environment, the statement gave an
overall checklist of the challenges
that need to be overcome in the Arab
region and the actions that must be
realized.

Women cause captured an important
section in the statement. The document
included an explicit acknowledgment
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to women’s role in societies and the
desire to fulfill equity and equality
between men and women .Various
recommendations were highlighted,
chiefly we could mention the pressing
demand addressed to Arab states who
didn’t to sign and ratify The Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women (CEDAW)
requesting them to adopt it . And to the
states who already signed and ratified
the convention towithdrawal their
restrictions toward it.

Other demands were formulated
on the subject of women inclusion
in the public sphere and the
elaboration of national strategies
that incorporate gender equity and
women empowerment in national
development plans.

Similarly, the statement pointed
out the necessity for Arab states to
review and improve the national
laws related to marriage and that in
order to protect female children from
early marriage. Calling also for the
development of legislations on the
protection of women from all forms
of violence in within families.
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about the vision of the conference and the
objectives of its action program and the
quantitative and qualitative development
of the forms of their engagement in
materializing its orientations and evaluating
the implementation and participation in
the conception and execution of strategies
and programs beyond 2014 to meet
the challenges and support the rights
of everyone , especially women, in the
exercise of their rights.

During the months of October and
November 2012, “CAWTAR «held
a series of national meetings in 10
countries, bringing together a number
of associations working in the areas of
development, the empowerment of
women and population issues in order
to raise the degree of knowledge and
awareness of the goals of the Cairo
Conference and the dimensions of its
action program, urge the components
of civil society to contribute to the
national assessment of the level of its
implementation and think of practical
forms of community action to advocate
for its goals and overcome obstacles that
have prevented the full achievement of
its objectives.

In the same context, the Centre
organized a regional workshop in Tunis
on November 28 and November 29, 2012.
It was attended by representatives of
the civil society interested in population
and development issues and women’s
rights from a number of Arab countries,
media representatives, experts and
representatives of the Regional Office
and national offices of the United Nations
Population Fund to exchange experiences
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and best practices in achieving the goals
of the Cairo Conference.

The workshop saw the launch of the
“Regional Alliance of associations involved
in women’s issues to advocate for the
Program of Action of the International
Conference on Population and Development
+20 « which yearns to be an effective driving
force to advocate for the recommendations
of the international Conference on
Population and Development and other
related international conferences and their
action programs and for a real and positive
participation in programs and activities
to be implemented beyond 2014 towards
realizing well-being for all and ensuring
the exercise of the rights and promotion of
women ‘s positions.

The Center also organized a training session
in Beirut from November 15 to 17, 2012
for Arab media professionals on advocacy
for the implementation of the Program of
Action of the international conferences:
the International Conference on Population
and Development ICPD+20, the Millennium
Development Goals MDGs +15, and
Beijing+20 and the role of the media in
supporting population and development
issues from a human rights perspective.

Pursuant to that and in the framework of the
Alliance, “CAWTAR» held, in cooperation
and coordination with the United Nations
Population Fund on June 18 and 19, 2013 in
Amman / Jordan, a regional workshop for
associations of the Alliance.

It was attended by representatives of
associations members of the Alliance and

others working in the same area, along
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with media professionals. It discussed
the achievements of the Arab countries
under the population and development
duality and the persistent and emerging
challenges, especially those which concern
the status of women and their rights and
empowerment. The methodology and
priorities of work of the Alliance in the next
phase were also defined.

The workshop issued a «statement of the
alliance of associations working on women’s
issues in order to advocate for the Program
of Action of the International Conference
on Population and Development + 20 and
post- 2014,» which was presented to the
Arab Regional Conference held in Cairo
from 24 to 26 June 2013, with attendance
of a delegation of representatives of the
associations members of the alliance.

“CAWTAR” was also keen to secure the
documentation of its activities and those
of its partner associations in this area,
through the publication of a leaflet about the
«Alliance» and a special issue of its newsletter
«CAWTARYAT” devoted to the Program of
Action of the International Conference on
Population and Development, 20 years after
it was launched, in terms of its relevant
concepts and its basic issues and challenges
that are still faced by the Arab region.

These challenges need to be addressed
with a more modern and effective vision
from all official and community actors,
especially those concerning women’s
rights and their empowerment, to which
the Center of Arab Women for Training
and Research has devoted a prominent
position in its strategy and work program
for the coming years e



raise the degree of knowledge and awareness
of the goals of the Cairo Conference and the
dimensions of its action program, urge the
components of civil society to contribute
to the national assessment of the level of
its implementation and think of practical
forms of community action to advocate
for its goals and overcome obstacles that
have prevented the full achievement of its
objectives.

In the same context, the Centre organized
a regional workshop in Tunis on November
28 and November 29, 2012. It was attended
by representatives of the civil society
interested in population and development
issues and women’s rights from a number
of Arab countries, media representatives,
experts and representatives of the Regional
Office and national offices of the United
Nations Population Fund to exchange
experiences and best practices in achieving
the goals of the Cairo Conference.

The workshop saw the launch of the “
Regional Alliance of associations involved in
women’s issues to advocate for the Program
of Action of the International Conference on
Population and Development + 20 « which
yearns to be an effective driving force to
advocate for the recommendations of the
international Conference on Population and
Development and other related international
conferences and their action programs
and for a real and positive participation in
programs and activities to be implemented
beyond 2014 towards realizing well-being
for all and ensuring the exercise of the rights
and promotion of women ‘s positions.

The Center also organized a training session
in Beirut from November 15 to 17, 2012
for Arab media professionals on advocacy
for the implementation of the Program of
Action of the international conferences:
the International Conference on Population
and Development ICPD+20, the Millennium
Development Goals MDGs +15, and
Beijing+20 and the role of the media in
supporting population and development
issues from a human rights perspective.

Pursuant to that and in the framework of the
Alliance, “CAWTAR» held, in cooperation
and coordination with the United Nations
Population Fund on June 18 and 19, 2013 in
Amman / Jordan, a regional workshop for
associations of the Alliance.

It was attended by representatives of
associations members of the Alliance and
others working in the same area, along
with media professionals. It discussed
the achievements of the Arab countries
under the population and development
duality and the persistent and emerging
challenges, especially those which concern
the status of women and their rights and
empowerment. The methodology and
priorities of work of the Alliance in the next
phase were also defined.

The workshop issued a «statement of the
alliance of associations working on women’s
issues in order to advocate for the Program
of Action of the International Conference
on Population and Development + 20 and
post- 2014,» which was presented to the
Arab Regional Conference held in Cairo
from 24 to 26 June 2013, with attendance
of a delegation of representatives of the
associations members of the alliance.

“CAWTAR” was also keen to secure the
documentation of its activities and those
of its partner associations in this area,
through the publication of a leaflet about the
«Alliance» and a special issue of its newsletter
«CAWTARYAT” devoted to the Program of
Action of the International Conference on
Population and Development, 20 years after
it was launched, in terms of its relevant
concepts and its basic issues and challenges
that are still faced by the Arab region.

These challenges need to be addressed with
a more modern and effective vision from all
official and community actors, especially
those concerning women’s rights and their
empowerment, to which the Center of
Arab Women for Training and Research has
devoted a prominent position in its strategy
and work program for the coming years.

The issue of women’s empowerment and
achieving justice and equality between the

two sexes is among the most important areas
that require a lot of mobilization efforts and
allocation of resources and attention from
policy makers, governments and civil society
alike. This is true not only because this goal
itself is of crucial importance but also as
a way to achieve sustainable development
goals in a region which is still influenced
by cultural legacies and intellectual
interactions that often push it outside
the circle of serious handling of women’s
issues and their fundamental rights and the
sustained endeavor to integrate those rights
in all the components of population policies
and development strategies.

Given the experience gained by several
components of the civil society in almost
all Arab countries in dealing with issues
of population and development from the
perspective of human rights , and based
on the gender approach and in the light
of the persistence of challenges affecting
negatively the situation of population in
general and women’s status and rights in
particular, and in line with the political,
social and intellectual movement now
experienced by all Arab societies, there
is a great need for the contribution of all
the forces of communities, particularly
organizations and associations and other
non-governmental structures to assess
what has been achieved of the Program
of Action of the Cairo Conference and its
quality and quantity objectives, determine
the strengths, flaws and failures, and
continue to work beyond 2014 to ensure
the sustainable development for all and the
exercise by everyone of their various rights
without distinction or exclusion.

Out of its position as a regional
organization working in advocacy for the
human rights of women in the Arab region,
in cooperation with several national,
regional and international organizations,
in the framework of its cooperation with
the Regional Office of the United Nations
Population Fund in the field of networking
and advocacy for issues related to gender
equality, the Center of Arab Women for
Training and Research “CAWTAR” adopted
a regional path aimed to promote the
participation of civil society cells and private
associations working on women'’s issues and
human rights. This has been done through
raising the level of awareness among those
responsible for them and their members,
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Since 1994, the civil society has played an important role, varying from one country to another, in the embodiment of the
decisions of the International Conference on Population and Development. This has been made through focusing on burning
issues and contributing to directing national policies or modifying them, in different executive paths on many levels such
as the media, education, mobilization of human resources, field work, mentoring, advocacy, support and others.

The issue of women’s empowerment
and achieving justice and equality
between the two sexes is among the
most important areas that require a lot
of mobilization efforts and allocation
of resources and attention from policy
makers, governments and civil society
alike. This is true not only because this
goal itself is of crucial importance but
also as a way to achieve sustainable
development goals in a region which
is still influenced by cultural legacies
and intellectual interactions that often
push it outside the circle of serious
handling of women’s issues and their
fundamental rights and the sustained
endeavor to integrate those rights in all
the components of population policies
and development strategies.

Given the experience gained by several
components of the civil society in almost
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all Arab countries in dealing with issues
of population and development from the
perspective of human rights , and based
on the gender approach and in the light
of the persistence of challenges affecting
negatively the situation of population in
general and women’s status and rights in
particular, and in line with the political,
social and intellectual movement now
experienced by all Arab societies, there
is a great need for the contribution of all
the forces of communities, particularly
organizations and associations and other
non-governmental structures to assess
what has been achieved of the Program
of Action of the Cairo Conference and its
quality and quantity objectives, determine
the strengths, flaws and failures , and
continue to work beyond 2014 to ensure
the sustainable development for all and
the exercise by everyone of their various
rights without distinction or exclusion.

Out of its position as a regional
organization working in advocacy for the
human rights of women in the Arab region,
in cooperation with several national,
regional and international organizations,
in the framework of its cooperation with
the Regional Office of the United Nations
Population Fund in the field of networking
and advocacy for issues related to gender
equality, the Center of Arab Women for
Training and Research “CAWTAR” adopted
a regional path aimed to promote the
participation of civil society cells and
private associations working on women’s
issues and human rights. This has been
done through raising the level of awareness
among those responsible for them and
their members, about the vision of the
conference and the objectives of its
action program and the quantitative and
qualitative development of the forms
of their engagement in materializing
its orientations and evaluating the
implementation and participation in the
conception and execution of strategies
and programs beyond 2014 to meet
the challenges and support the rights
of everyone , especially women, in the
exercise of their rights.

During the months of October and November
2012, “CAWTAR « held a series of national
meetings in 10 countries, bringing together
a number of associations working in the
areas of development, the empowerment
of women and population issues in order to



and Development was held in 1994 in

Cairo, with the participation of 197
countries and about 11 thousand government
representatives, civil society, experts and
others.

The International Conference on Population

The conference contributed to the development
of a new vision on the relationships between
population and development and welfare of the
individual, and to emphasizing the close link
between population and development issues.

It culminated in a program of action whose
implementation extends over twenty years.

Emphasis was placed in this program on the needs
and rights of individuals necessary for progress
and achievement of balanced development. It
stressed that every human being (individual)
is important and that population cannot be
summed up in figures and indicators. They are
rather human beings with all the sense of the
word and with all their capabilities, aspirations
and rights and that their living conditions and
health, cultural and environmental status should
be at the top of the priorities of development
plans. All this must be addressed from a human
rights perspective that breaks with all forms of
discrimination, exclusion and inequality.

The consensus that emerged in the conference
on a set of universal principles was a milestone
that reflected a collective commitment to
develop the living conditions of all peoples
of the world through the promotion of the
exercise of human rights, ensuring dignity
for all, the recognition of the right to family
planning and the right to reproductive health,
the establishment of gender equality and full
equality in education between males and
females, and addressing violence against
women and the elimination of poverty and
stabilizing population growth. Stress was also
put on the relationship between population
in their quantity and quality sides and the
preservation of the environment.

Successive assessments and revisions to
program of action of the Conference were
conducted in the years 1999, 2004 and 2009
and most recently in 2013 in order to assess the
progress and push towards full implementation.

Today, two decades after the Cairo Conference,
the international community, including the
Arab region, have begun assessing the level
of states’ implementation of the Program of
Action and the achievement of its goals and
its related purposes emanating from other
international conferences, particularly the
Women’s Summit in Beijing and the Millennium
Development Goals.

The Center of Arab Women for Training and
Research was keen to engage in this dual-goal
path, because, in addition to the assessment of
the achievements and diagnosis of the reality
of population and development issues and the
exercise of rights, it paves the way for the
post- 2014 and identifies priority areas that
are supposed to be adopted by future global
development plans.

Despite the important role played by non-
governmental associations within this path,
either through supporting the efforts of
governments, or monitoring them, especially
in relation to the commitments arising from
international instruments, in pressuring them
especially through alliances, it is generally noted
that the contributions of these associations
were varied and unstable. Therefore, “CAWTAR”
focused its interventions and contributions
on this side, by working to raise the level of
knowledge and awareness about population
and development issues in general and women’s
issues, in particular, among associations and the
media. It worked hard to accompany them to
devise better methods and mechanisms that
promote the interventions of associations and
their impact on the desired change.

In this context, it has launched the «Regional
alliance of associations working on women’s
issues to advocate for the Program of Action
of the International Conference on Population
and Development +20» to be an associative
framework to gain support for population and
development issues and promote women’s rights
during the coming period and to impact national
policies in order to integrate the principles of
the programs of action of the Cairo Conference
and relevant international conferences.

The events experienced by the Arab region
today enhance the importance of the roles of
non-governmental associations. Indeed, the
Arab revolutions, their ensuing changes and
their political, economic, social, cultural and
legislative implications on the one hand, and
the regional and international situation on the
other hand, contributed to the development
of a climate of trust between NGOs and the
various segments of society and thus vested
them with greater responsibilities.

The importance of the role of non-governmental
associations has increased, especially if we
know that various monitoring and evaluation
reports confirm the existence of significant
challenges still facing the Arab countries,
without exception, in their quest to achieve the
objectives of national policies and strategies
and their responsiveness with the objectives of
the Program of Action of the Cairo Conference

1994. These challenges are centered essentially

around all issues in relation to women’s
empowerment and achieving justice and
equality between sexes.

While the Conference on Population and
Development represented an historic moment
and an important milestone in the history of
women’s rights, particularly in perpetuating
the role of NGOs in advocating for these rights,
defending, protecting and even strengthening
them, 20 years after the conference, the
situation is still fraught with sensitive issues and
unsatisfied rights that require concerted efforts
of all and devising more effective and influential
formulas and methods in dealing with them.
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