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the streets to demand “democracy

and dignity”. As a matter of

facts, according to the survey’s
results, both of Tunisia and Egypt
accumulated a majority of answers
saying that is preferable for women
to fully cover their hair in public (see
schema). The results highlight that
only 15 % of the sample population
in Tunisia believes that women
should not wear head covering of

any type, against 4 % in Egypt.

Going further than the superficial
aspect, a question might be raised
about whether society’s preferences
and hidden regulations regarding
women’s dress-code does reflect also
other types of indirect limitations,
such as women participation in the
public sphere.

this
hypothesis wrong, such as Saudi

Some facts might prove
Arabia’s efforts to promote women,
the

for women to vote and even run

for example accreditation

in  municipal elections
2015, or
election’s parity law before 2011’s
and the

starting

Tunisia’s promulgated

constitutional elections,

promulgation of Quota in parliaments

in several Arab countries.

Although based on the general
results, the conclusion is that the
impact remains limited. since that
“Era of change” didn’t fulfill yet
women'’s aspirations.

According to the United Nations’
Report of March 2nd, 2012 -
produced by the Commission on
the Status of Women, less than
30 percent of the seats of all Arab
countries” parliaments are occupied
by Women, in addition to the fact that
women’s average representation

stagnates at 10.7 % since 2011.

the
positive

For example, despite
implementation of
procedures to support women’s
political participation and promote
their role in national-level decision-
making, Arab women recorded in
2011 a humble percentage of 9.5%
of presence in parliaments, which is
the lowest ratio in the world.
Furthermore, Tunisian elections

of October 2011 results were 59

elected women (27.18%) among
217 members of the Constituent
Egypt's
different, as in 2012’s parliamentary
2%

Assembly. case is no

elections, only of Egypt's
elected Parliament were women,
which means 8 seats out of 498
.The situation In Libya is very
similar, since the elections of July
2012 resulted only 8 %

parliamentarians, which mean 16

women

seats out of 200 members in the

National Assembly.

Likewise, it is important to point out
that the political participation isn’t
the only domain in which women are
partially passive.

and

Economic participation

empowerment is also a main
challenge for women. For example
Referring to the statistics of Tunisian
institute  of  statistics
2013), the

Tunisian unemployed women is 22.5

national

(November rates of
% compared to 13.1 % for Tunisian
The Egyptian CAPMAS report
of 2012 on population highlights

men.

that the number of employed men
in Egypt is 20.87 million versus 6.15

million for women.

Itis a rough reflection that translates
a challenging reality for women
in the Arab region. But to not only
focus on the empty half of the glass,
Arab women are also living a “golden
age” today and that
the efforts that they had been

spending to “demand more”. This

"

regarding

fact is particularly tangible through
women’s growing presence in civil
society specifically in Arab countries

living democratic transitions e
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Arab revolutions:

Is it an era of change

for
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women?
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Since early 2011, Arab region was promised a glorious entrance to new phase ruled

by equality, equity and justice. The promise included an induction to a bright

reality for citizens both male and female. Although the realization of this fantasy

proved itself to be complicated once translate into actions, particularly regarding

the part that involves women. So did recent changes marking Arab women? And

what type of change are we perceiving?

It is without a doubt that the Arab
world, is currently witnessing massive
transformations, and that since late
2010, when social rebellions stroke
the streets of some Arab countries
and led into the fall down of regimes,

2013 - Uolll ygil_S/)—ranys - 51 32_c Gl _y)59S

redraft of constitutions and the
induction of a new reality for the so-
called “Arab spring” countries, and
the Arab region broadly speaking.

The “era of revolutions” generated
subsequently various interrogations

4

CAWTAR

By Imene Trabelsi -

regarding women status, especially
in Arab countries currently living
democratic transitions as Tunisia,
Egypt and Libya. Doubts began
to emerge about the possibilities of
the alteration of social models and
its hypothetical consequences on

women status, rights, image and

roles in public life.

Inspired by the hypothesis of growing
change striking women in Muslim-
majority countries, the University
of Michigan’s, Institute for Social
Research, conducted a survey in
late 2013 on how people in Muslim-
majority countries prefer women to
dress in public. The survey targeted
seven Muslim-majority countries
Egypt,

Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and Turkey)

(Tunisia, Iraq, Lebanon,
with the intention of disclosing the
question of women’s dress as a

visual preference in the targeted

countries.

What is striking about the
survey’s results is that that most
interrogated people prefer that

women completely cover their hair
in public. This conclusion also applies
to the first two Arab countries that
witnessed revolutions, and which

citizens invaded just few years ago



ARAB REPORTERS FOR INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISM (ARI)) SUMMIT

TIPS ON HOW TO ENHANCE MEDIA
COVERAGE OF WOMEN CAUSES

The 6th annual summit of Arab Reporters for In-
vestigative Journalism (ARIJ), that took place on
December 2013 in Amman-Jordan, was an oppor-
tunity to reveal good practices achieved by Arab
female journalists who decided to dedicate their
work for women causes.

Among the success stories exposed during the
summit, is the Jordanian journalist, Taghrdi Edo-
ghmi’s , article that criticized “ rape marriage
law” in Jordan, which allows rapists to avoid
charges if they marry their victims. Taghrid ini-
tiative is particularly important, and that regar-
ding the controversial aspect of this form of laws
in the Arab countries.

As for the good practices presented during the
summit, speakers journalists/media professio-
nals, strongly recommended to constantly asso-
ciate and compare facts to local legislations and
international conventions, in the direction of
highlighting the gaps.

EGYPTIAN ZAID AL-ALI GIVES A CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF EGYPT’S
NEW DRAFT CONSTITUTION IN HIS FEATURE ARTICLE

“EGYPT’S THIRD CONSTITUTION IN THREE YEARS: A CRITICAL ANALYSIS”

In the first section of the article Al-Ali argues that the text
includes a number of important improvements. Firstly, socio-
economic rights has been enumerated and are more detailed
than past constitutions as well as it grants rights and protec-
tion to children and disabled; secondly, it contains more ex-
plicit calls on the issue of discrimination and violence against
women, thirdly; the Shoura Council (Upper House) has been
abolished and all legislative responsibility will lie with the
House of Representatives, as a result simplifying the legisla-
tive process and; finally, a number of articles with reference
to religion of the 2012 charter are removed.

On the other hand, Al-Ali argues that the new draft’s content
maintains a number of the negative characteristics of past
constitutions. Firstly, as state institutions are granted inde-
pendence and privileges decreasing the potential for demo-
cratic accountability and pressure for improvement; secon-
dly, civic and political rights are not improved; thirdly, as the
judicial sector remains unreformed there is a big possibility
that the rights that are provided for will remain unprotec-
ted; finally, the presidential power has increased.

Al-Ali argues that constitutions are a crucial tool for achie-
ving national reconciliation in post-conflict or transitional
societies as well as they can provide social and economic

rights in societies that experiences social injustice and po-
verty. He points out that a constitution should not serve
as a weapon in political conflict, which he argues was
the case when drafting both the 2012 and 2013 constitu-
tions. The Muslim Brotherhood and its allies increased the
powers of parliament when drafted the 2012 constitution
on the assumption that they would continue to dominate
also in the future whereas the 50-member constituent
assembly of 2013 increased the power of the president on
the assumption that the Muslim Brotherhood were unli-
kely to win the presidency in the near future. In addition,
the 2013 charter enshrines significant authority and inde-
pendence to the anti-Brotherhood authorities that is the
military, the police and the judiciary.

This approach, Al-Ali argues, has left unattended the revolu-
tion’s core demands on social justice with almost no atten-
tion to the enforcement mechanisms of social and economic
rights and as a result, there is nothing new in the constitu-
tion that will give hope for a better future to the tens of
millions poor.

With regard to fundamental rights such as freedom of expres-
sion and freedom of association and of assembly, the 2013
constitution doesn’t differ much to the 2012 constitution
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SMS CAMPAIGN
FOR LIBYAN
WOMEN’S
RIGHTS

HUMAN

RIGHTS

WATCH HUMAN
RIGHTS
WATCH
2014 REPORT

TUNISIA’S

NEW CONSTITUTION
GUARANTEES WOMEN
RIGHTS ...BUT

The Gender Concerns International and
Women for Democratic Transformation
Platform, with the support of the German
government (represented by the German
ambassador Christian Much) announced
the launch of the 50 000 SMS messages for
Libyan women’ rights .The campaign was
officially launched on February 17th 2014
under the slogan «It was our Revolution. It
is our election and it will be our constitu-
tion», as it aimed at increasing Libyan wo-
men’s awareness, participation and role in
local politics.

The campaign is taking place in a context
where women’s political participation
remains limited. And that despite Libyan
women’s important participation in 2012’s
Libyan General National Congress elec-
tions, As 558 women were candidates for
elections, and only one among them was
elected.

2013 - Yol (jeil_S/p—somys - 51 32_c LIl )¢S

In its world report of 2014, human rights watch
accorded attention to women rights aspect in
the recently adopted constitution in Tunisia.

according to the report, the constitution de-
clare explicitly that «the state shall protect
and promote women’s rights», and work toward
the abolishment off all types of violence against
women, and also guarantee equality regarding
opportunities between men and women. This
disclosed paragraphs, were referred to in the
report as “ an amelioration” and that compared
to the previous constitution’s drafts in which
women were considered as “complementary”.

Although, and despite the positive reviews, the
report also highlighted some weaknesses. For
instance the constitution didn’t develop the
nuances of opportunities, by stating that men
and women have equal opportunities in the
economic, political Spheres...



Executive Director

Womeninjthelheartofict

The late Tunisian leader Habib Bourguiba opened up a unique phase in
an Arab context during which priority was given at that time to political,
economic and social construction, rather than to the establishment of a
rights system based on non-discrimination between women and men.

For the first time in our Arab history, a legal arsenal on the rights of women
and the family was put in a legal document that sets the age of marriage,
prohibits polygamy, allows abortion and considers that women need a
legislation to ensure their active participation in building a modern state.
That was more than fifty years ago.

At a time when everyone thought that Tunisia has assimilated these rights
and gained full practice of them, and after nearly half a century, women’s
rights are put again on the table of parliamentary discussions in countries in
political transition, not to protect them and make more strides in keeping
with the logic of not looking back, but to resist this natural progress in
history in some cases.

Therefore, there is certainly, more than ever, a need to stand on what was
produced by constitutions of the transitional period and what they provide
of possibilities to explore the development of women’s rights on the one
hand, and the implications that constitutions could have on ordinances and
even tribal laws.

A critical reading of modern constitutions of these countries can give way
to comparisons between them and the old ones, and understand the extent
to which their articles or paragraphs are consistent with each others.

Therefore, this edition of «CAWTARYAT” focused on reviewing the various
paths of drafting articles on equality and anti-discrimination based on
gender, in an attempt to provide critical reading in this regard, and why not
documenting these paths due to their importance in overcoming pitfalls,
at least in the laws expected to emerge from the spirit of the Constitution
itself.

litionalidehate

We focused on modern constitutions
of countries now experiencing
transitions, as these constitutions
were supposed to push equality to the
utmost limit, or at least bring about
a formula through which they go
beyond the contents of constitutions

these countries had in earlier stages.
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