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of Women in the Arab Media which
has exerted efforts to support and
empower Arab local communitiesin
the area of monitoring of women’s
image in the media in the context
of strengthening the principles of
democracy, civil society, sustainable
development and human rights.

This regional network has been
assigned as strategic objectives to:
establish and develop observatories
of media in various Arab countries
and build expertise and skills in
the field of gender in the media.
This is in addition to building a
strategic partnership with actors and
influencers among institutions and
individuals regarding the monitoring

of the image of women in the
media, empowering civil society
organizations and raising their

awareness about the subject of the
image of women and gender, creating
anddeveloping national observatories
and monitoring and changing the
image of women in the media.
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At the level of countries, many civil
society organizations mainly concerned
with civil rights have focused, especially
during the past three vyears, on
monitoring what was produced and
broadcast by the media about many
relevant questions and issues, including
in particular, elections, violations of
freedoms, youth, journalistic ethics...

Middle East Report

The Report of the Middle East (within
the Global Media Monitoring Project)
showed, in relation to people in
the news, that the rate of women’s
presence in the news ranged from
14 percent in 1995 to 16 % in 2010,
comparedto24percentinalltheworld.
Women are involved in only 10%
of the stories related to politics
and government. The percentage
of women’s presence as experts
reached 19% while their presence
as official spokespersons stood at
12%. This rate shows that most

of the news sources are male.

As news makers, women in the
Middle East are underrepresented
in professional groups such as
politics (12%) and law (11%). When
Arab women make the news, they
primarily belong to the categories
of students (66%), housewives
/ guardians (47%) or celebrities
(41%). While many women remain
under-represented as news subjects,
women working in the news in
the Middle East have a significant
presence since 57% of news
announcers are women compared to
43% for men. However, as reporters,
the number of women tends to
decline compared to the number
of men. Only 33 % of all reporters
in the Middle East are female.

A very few number of news not
exceeding 9% of all stories focuses
specifically on women. Stories
often reinforce gender stereotypes.
81%  of  stories reinforcing
stereotypes were documented
while 14 % do not limit or support
stereotypes. Only 4% of news
stories refute these images. Most
of the subjects of the main stories
reinforce stereotypes for both
sexes. Usually, these subjects
constitute the bulk of concerns
of the media: the economy (83%)
and politics / government (81%).

2015: A new date for
global monitoring

The Media Monitoring Project is
preparing for its fifth edition to
monitor the image of women in the
news. This will be done in the year
2015. So what will change at the level
of women’s presence and image?
Will the results be better or worst ?
Will these changes affect the editorial
strategies? Has the awareness of
media bosses and producers of media
content on women’s issues and
their constantly changing situation
increased? @



of topics dealing with gender inequality.
This was confirmed by the monitoring
of news in 2010, it was found that
news presented by female announcers
clearly challenge stereotypes more
than those delivered by male
broadcasters and less likely to
reinforce stereotypes more than news
presented by male announcers.

News that quote or refer to
relevant local, national, regional or
international legal instruments on
gender equality and/or human rights
do not exceed 10% of the overall
stories.

While the data
percentage of stories that focus
specifically on women (which is only
10 percent of the total stories as it
is rare for women to be the focus of
topics that make up the bulk of the
news), we find that 36% of the news
stories in the sample were reported
by women, compared to 64% of
stories by men.

showed a low

42% of the news stories were found
to reinforce gender stereotypes,
only 4% challenged them and the
majority 54% neither reinforced nor
challenged stereotypes.

The situation in the
Middle East:

a prominent media
presence of women
and enhanced
stereotyping

Researchersin the field of women and
media all agree that the image of Arab
women in the media is stereotyped
and that the media has abused Arab
women either by keeping them away
from public life’s scenes or conveying
a false or partial image about their
situation and the reality of their
participation in public life.

Arab monitoring reports, conducted on
a regular basis, have provided clearer
images of how Arab media, including
print, electronic, radio or television,
deal with women’s issues and status.

The most significant conclusion
reached in this context is the widening
gap between the reality and situation
of Arab women on the one hand and
what it reflected by the media in this
regard on the other hand.

Media’s  marginalization of the
participation of women in various
development areas is not limited to

7

providing a negative image of them,
but goes beyond by clearly neglecting
to cover women’s demands where
they are human rights-based, political,
social or economic with the needed
commitment and seriousness, and
deal with the changes in the status of
women, especially at the legislative
level and the continuous dynamics it is
experiencing at the Arab level and that
apart from various social contexts.

In the face of this reality, increasing
efforts have been recorded in monitoring
the image of Arab women in the media in
many Arab countries or monitoring the
media in their relationship with major
events, while paying some attention to
the issues of human rights in general
and women'’s rights on the one hand and
gender on the one hand.

Research institutions and many NGOs
in the Arab region have monitored the
changes in the image of women in the
media, by developing reports on the
subject, except for studies that looked
at this issue from various angles.

Efforts to monitor women’s image
in the media were enhanced by
the establishment of the Arab
Network for Monitoring the Image



even see that only 17 percent of news
subjects are female.»

A world where women are
almost absent

The Global Media Monitoring’s
reports concluded that the presence
of women in the media around the
world ranges between «women
victims» and «ordinary women» to
varying degrees. Hence, women are
portrayed as victims twice more than
men, and in this context the 2010
Report showed that 16% of online
female news subjects were depicted
as victims in contrast to 5% of the
male news subjects.

Moreover, the media tend to identify
female news subjects by their family
status 4 times more than men news
subjects.

According to the same report, women
remain lodged in the “ordinary”
people categories in contrast to men
who continue to predominate in
the “expert” categories. This is not
different from what was presented in
the 2005 report when it noted that
women decision-makers or experts
rarely occupy lead stories in news
reporting. When women become
the element that makes the news,
this is done through focusing on
celebrities and or the general public.

The various monitoring reports also
confirmed the continued low level of
representation of women across the
news remarkably.

Indeed, women represent according
to the latest report only 24 percent
of all people heard or read about
in print, radio and television news
compared to 76 percent for men.

Hence, the various media promote
the absence of women across the
News, keeping their voices sufficiently
unheard across news subjects.

Still about the presence of female
subjects in the news, we found that
the age factor is an important factor
for women determining the extent to
which they appear in the news or not.
Female television presenters usually
stop appearing on the screen as soon
as they grow old.

Women appear more than men in

photographs and the percentage
is 23 for women compared
to only 16 percent for men.

At the level of female reporters, the
percentage of stories reported by
women compared to those reported
by men has increased since the
year 2000 in all major topics except
“science/health.” Nonetheless, stories
by male reporters continue to exceed
those by female reporters in all topics.

While the percentage of stories
by female reporters increased
significantly from 28% in 1995 to
37 % in 2005, the 2010 report has
demonstrated that the percentage of
stories by female reporters compared
to stories by male reporters in all
major topics except science and
health contain more female news
subjects than stories by male
reporters.

However, the percentage of male
reporters has kept increasing
compared to the percentage of
women reporters in all topics.

In general, the percentage of
women increases among weather
forecast presenters and readers
of news stories related to poverty,
housing and welfare, compared to
men who cover in general the so-
called “hard” or “serious” news
such as political and governmental
news.

The percentage of female news
subjects covered by female reporters
has also increased to reach 25 % more
than topics covered by male reporters.

With regard to breaking stereotypes
and promoting gender equality,
news stories covered by female
reporters on gender equality have
increased since 2005 more than
those covered by male reporters.

News reports usually lack analyses
of issues in a way that differentiate
between men and women. Stories
tend to reinforce gender stereotypes
by 6 % more than they challenge such
stereotypes, in addition to the absence



Lights on experience of Glohal
Media Monitoring Project

the Global Media Monitoring Project was launched in 1995 as a response to the continous
marginalization of women in media and the consolidation of many stereotypes for them, not only
regionally but also internationally. This initiative, the first of its kind, examines the presence of
women and men in the news and their portrayal in the media.

This project was initiated fifteen
years ago by the World Association
for  Christian
with the launch of a process of

Communication

monitoring print and broadcast
media in more than 70 countries
around the world on January
18, 1995 and five years later on
February 1st, then on February
16th, followed on November
10th, 2009 by the fourth periodic
monitoring of women’s and
men’s representation in the news,
which covered 108 countries.
The picture emerging from all these
reports shows that women are less
prominent and present in news
coverage than men, and therefore
since 1995, a scarcity of women’s voices
in the content of news media was

recorded compared with the voices

of men. There was also a tendency to
promote an imbalanced image for the
different areas of life where women
were often largely absent.

Results of the Global
Monitoring 1995-2010:
«Women have not made
the news yet.»

What has changed in the portrayal of
the image of women and men in news
broadcast by media from the year 1995
date of the first process of monitoring
the global presence of women in the
news until 2010, the date of the fourth
report of this initiative? At a time when
news are seen as a reflective mirror
to a given society with all its mobility,
dynamism and change in real and
continuous time, the four reports of
the Global Media Monitoring Project

Whe

MAKES THE

NEWS?

showed that women remain largely
marginalized in media’s news, with the
latter giving women very little room of
their realm. They therefore pointed
out the failure to achieve the level of
change expected in the way global
news deal with women and men.

Despite the evolution that media
witnessed during the period of
completion  of
particularly at the level of Internet
penetration on the one hand and
the multiplicity of
the entire world, especially news
channels, on the other hand, the

these  reports,

channels in

media monitoring project, ten years

ago, «resulted in an important
observation, namely, wherever you
look around in any part of news of
the world, you see that the man is

the one who makes the news. We



Since the early 2000’s, and in
parallel with the Arabic satellites’
channels boom, «Aljazeera»
made its revolutionary move,
and produced the first Arab TV
show for women. The show, aired
in 2003, was named «for women
only». At that time Aljazeera saw
in that program a step forward to
achieve women’s empowerment,
as it offered a space to discuss
social, political, scientific and
environmental topics from a
“feminine point of view”.

“For women only” opened the
ball for new generation of female-
oriented media content. From TV
channels for women, towomen talk
shows for and by women, to even
cartoons for girls. Ever since, Arab
media have not only deepened the
gender-based segregation even in
media spaces, but also extended
the consecration of women
stereotypes by offering a media
content that focuses on traditional
roles of women such as cooking,
beauty and family tasks...

When studying women and media in
the Middle East, Naomi Sakr, Professor
of Media Policy, underlined that
Lebanon was without doubt a pioneer
in employing women anchors, adding
“since 1996 they used women anchors
in low-cut attire in a bid to woo Gulf
audiences, who were unaccustomed to
seeing women on their own television
screens.”

Model photo by Aaron Goodman for AP

In his book “women and the Arab media
in a decade of change, in Social Research
online( 2002)” the same author quoted
a Lebanese female TV presenter ‘I
remember a Lebanese director telling
female presenters that viewers wanted
to see them, not listen to them.”

So, in some occasions are women there,
on TV sets, “just for the show”? Of course
we must not generalize, especially that
nowadays women in media institutions
have not win the job because they are
pageant winners, but in most of the
cases because they are academically
and intellectually able to do the job,
and do it well. Some Arab women media
professionals are trying hard to make the
mentioned bellow example of 1996, out
of date, as they are hosting, directing
and producing media content that was
considered a few years ago as “men
stuff,” such as politics and economy.

t is with no doubt, a point that draws a

line of optimism about Arab women’s

future in media. But it is just one battle
and the war is still on. As a matter of
fact, women have failed to fully access
decision making positions inside Arab
media institutions, and are still a minority
in professional bodies such as syndicates.
For instance the Egyptian journalists’
syndicate has only one female member in
its elected Executive Board out of twelve
members. And we may say that the
situation is similar in other Arab countries.

Though the reality is currently very
challenging because of the changes
taking place in the Arab region, the
future of women'’s situation is not very
predictable. However, Arab women
media professionals have certainly taken
positive steps that bring them closer to
winning the battle of equality. Moreover,
considerable efforts are being made to
adjust the image of women in media
content. by either professional bodies
(syndicates, journalism schools) or Arab
civil society @
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Media explosion is at its highest point ever. Access to media is no longer problematic, as TVs and radios
exist where there’s not even running water. Correspondingly, and across the Arab region, women seem
to gain from the situation, you switch your TV on, and here they are! The so-called “soft gender” has
allegedly invaded Arab media landscapes, and conquered TV sets, news rooms and studios. So when we
raise the question “have women media professionals won the battle yet?” we might be answered “of
course they have! They are everywhere!” At a first view, the answer may seems fair to the situation,
“they” are everywhere. But, is that enough?

Let’s start with one cultural
fact. Working in media for
women is still somehow
unacceptable, since for
most of the Arab societies
the job requirements do not
suit the traditional “duties”
imposed for women to
follow and apply. According
to the International Women
Media Association, “the
main obstacle for Arab
women is to match family
requirements with their time
schedule in case of media
covering.”

This is not to mention that in

some Arab countries, being a

female journalist can make one of the
most dangerous jobs on earth, even
more dangerous. For example, in
Egypt sexual harassment is a risk that
women journalists have to face on a
daily basis during field coverage since
many cases of harassment, sexual
intimidation, rape and collective
rape have been reported by women
journalists assaulted while reporting.

Tunisian female reporter corering
the unrest in Libya in 2011. REUTERS

However, it is important to
highlight that sexual harassment
of women journalists is not limited
to Arab countries, but is actually
an international phenomenon. In
a Slate magazine’s article titled
“Most Female Journalists Have Been
Threatened, Assaulted, or Harassed
at Work. Here’s Why We Don’t Talk
About It” Written by the American
journalist Amanda Hess, the author

articulates “If you're
i a female journalist,
these numbers are
unsurprising. Pervasive
sexual harassment and
violence against female
reporters, editors, and
writers is rarely aired
publicly, but it is an
open secret in the field.”

But let’s also admit that
despite the fact that this
happens everywhere
around the globe, the
Arab region still has the
highest rates in this area.

For instance, In Iraq and According
to the results of a questionnaire
conducted by the Iragi Media Women
Forum, 68% of 200 women journalists
surveyed have been subject to sexual
harassment, be it verbal or physical.
Only 42% of those journalists
continued working in the same office
after harassment, while 45% of them
left their jobs, and 13% were fired
after the harassment episode.



A WORD TO BEGIN WITH

Lobna Najjar

Women and the Media ... Two separate words linked by “and,” making them an over-
lapping issue affecting all matters relating to the conditions and status of women legis-
latively, socially, politically and economically ... The issue of women and / in the media
was linked with numerous opinions, attitudes and conclusions that confirm that the
media and those who made it, as well as female and male professionals have not
made the effort needed both in dealing with women’s issues, in line with the requi-
rements of reality or bearing the mind the presence of women in all fields. Therefore
there is need to give them the opportunity to express themselves on all the events,
similarly to men and stand out in all roles they actually play in life.

What is the reason for that at a time when organizations are paying more atten-
tion to this issue by designing training programs for media professionals, as well as
through monitoring how the media deal with women’s issues? This was done in order
to confront stereotypes and raise awareness about women'’s issues through mains-
treaming gender and making the most of it in the media. It seems that the institutional
culture represents an impregnable barrier standing in front of the change processes.

Many studies indicate that even within institutions that provide fair initiatives and
opportunities, the dominant culture remains steadfast and resistant. Moreover, ins-
titutions continue to pass cultural messages about the natural place for women and
reproduce the traditional division of roles within the institution where men are at the
top of the pyramid and women in its bottom. There are inevitably practices affecting
media institutions. Indeed, the high number of women in these institutions, especially
in the editorial team, was not reflected at the level of produced contents.

The issue of women and the media affects five major levels: the level of content: since
the contents provided by the media don’t respect the gender approach and are unfair
for women. The level of participation of female and male reporters in shaping the
media product in its various types starting from the idea behind it, through the various
stages of its preparation, including drawing up the media policy of the institution.
The level of the position of female and male reporters: female reporters often suffer
from more problems and difficulties than their male counterparts, both in their daily
work or in the course of their career advancement. The level of presence of men and
women in the media products; it’s linked with the presence of women and men in
a balanced manner in the media, to express themselves in different areas, different
kinds of media and different journalistic types.

Finally, the level of reception: the extent to which media managers meet the concerns
of the public, both men and women, and their expectations.

Building on the gender approach within a diversified and changing media space will not
only impact women’s and the media’s image but will also contribute into the enrich-
ment of media production and the media landscape generally through the establish-
ment of work strategies that promote the values of diversity, pluralism and fairness ®



Executive Director

or the third time in a row, the

Center of Arab Women for Training

and Research «CAWTAR” is
publishing a special issue of its periodic
newsletter “CAWTARYAT” on the theme
«Women and Media.”

The fact that 3 out of 52 numbers of
the newsletter focused on the same
subject is not arbitrary or motivated by
redundancy. It is rather driven by the
continuous changes experienced by
this issue which prompted a center that
has made of the subject of women and
media among its main areas of work to
keep pace with these changes.

This interest translates CAWTAR’s firm
belief of the need to improve media’s
intest toward women’s capacity and
roles, and their effective achievements.
and media’s role to reflect women’s
contribution equitably with men’s, and in
a varied manner commensurate with the
diversity of women’s experiences and
the contents of the media and the type of
media... This is in addition to the pivotal
role played by the media in reshaping
consciousness, alerting to critical issues
and advancing development and reform
in communities...

The subject of women and the media
has been a major work area for the
center during years of continuous
action, involving research, training and
advocacy. The path of implementation
of this integrated program has
experienced a continuous progress year
after year.

It culminated in the creation of a media
center for the training of male and
female journalists on the one hand, and
women leaders and cadres of civil society
organizations, on the other hand, toward
the creation of a fruitful correlation
between the areas of women and media.

The aim of this center is to develop the
skills of media professionals in dealing
with issues related to women on the
one hand, and to develop the capacity
of women leaders and representatives of
civil society organizations in dealing with
the media, on the other hand.

In addition to the training activities, the
image of women and men in the media
is monitored within the framework of
the Media Center for Training in order to
keep pace with changes that affect the
image and status of women and their
presence in the media and to highlight
the weaknesses and imbalances in the
media treatment of women’s issues.

While the strategic orientations of the
center highlight the need to engage in
alliances and partnerships in the areas
of its intervention in order to achieve
deeper
the center was keen to embrace the
most important UN and international
dynamics in the field of women and the
media.

results and greater gains,

The most recent of which was its
engagement later this year as founding
member in the launch of the Global
Alliance on Gender and the Media,

under the auspices of UNESCO, within
the organization’s first Global Forum on
Gender and the Media, held in Thailand
early December 2013.

The fact that the problem of women /
gender and the media is on the list
of priorities in international and UN
agendas confirms that these media
organizations and institutions have much
to do to ensure that the image of women
would reflect the reality experienced by
women @
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