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publications: UNDP and
CAWTAR published their Manual
for media professionals on the
fair coverage of elections based
on a gender perspective
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The national official of UNDP
in  Tunisia published with the

partnership of CAWTAR their manual
for media professionals on fair media
coverage of elections based on a
gender perspective. This manual is
issued in a context where Tunisia
is expecting its first legislative and
presidential elections since the
revolution of 2011.

The manual provides references and
data that are very useful for the
journalistic production along with tips
and tools to realize media coverage
sensitive to the gender perspective,
and equitable between men and
women candidates.

Publications: Young vulnerable
women'’s participation to local
democracy in Tunisia

CAWTAR with the
Social and Human Sciences Sector of
UNESCO Maghreb initiates a published a
qualitative survey on the participation

support of the
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of young women in The Tunisian
local democracy. the study analyzed
how vulnerable young women living
disadvantaged regions of Tunisia (Tozeur,
Gafsa and Kasserine)apprehend politics,
with a focus on the election episode of
October 2011 .The study is available in

Arabic and French.

Publications: Traditional and
new forms of young women'’s
political engagement in a
transitional context: Tunisia
as example

CAWTAR  published its
“Traditional and new forms of young
women’s

research on
political engagement in a
transitional context: Tunisia as example”
as part of its project “Young Women and
Political Participation: Institutional and
Informal Mobilization Paving the Way to
Future Actions”. This project was carried
on with the support of the International
Development Research Centre, Ottawa,
Canada. The purpose of this study is to
explore the extent to which the transitional
context has reconciled youth with politics
after 23 years of authoritarianism regim.

Events: Dialogue sessions
between women heads of
electoral lists, voters, and
civil society organizations of
Tunis 2 constituency

As part of the center’s efforts to
support women political participation
and inclusion in the public sphere,

8

CAWTAR and the International Institute
for Democracy and Electoral Assistance
IDEA, launched their series of Dialogue
sessions between women heads of
electoral lists, voters, and civil society
The idea behind the

initiative is to build dynamism between

organizations.

women candidates running for legislative
elections and local civil society
organizations in order to open a debate
on Joint concerns. these sessions will
be also an opportunity for candidates to
present their electoral programs and for
voters to receive further clarifications

about these programs .

Events: CAWTAR and IDEA

hold a Training for women
candidates heads of electoral
lists on how to deal with
media

CAWTAR,
International Institute for Democracy

in partnership with the

and Electoral Assistance North Africa
and West Asia Office (International
IDEA), held a training workshop for
women heads of electoral lists running
in the legislative elections in Tunisia,
entitled «Strengthening the capacity
of candidates for legislative elections
The
workshop, which took place in Tunis
on the 28th and 29th of September,
provided media training to women

on how to deal with media».

candidates in the upcoming legislative
elections from 12 political parties.
The training provided tools on how
to maintain a balanced image on

traditional and new media. e
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The organization of this seminar by
CAWTAR, the UN Women Regional
office for Arab States, the League
of Arab States, the AGFUND and
UNDP, recognizes the need to point
out challenges in Arab constitutions
and legal texts. It also aims to
continue the initiatives towards the
establishment of equality between
men and women and identifies the
contrasts between national laws and
international declarations after their
ratification by Arab states.

Partners at the seminar therefore
asked the question, “What can be
done to enhance Arab women’s
abilities and influences?” CAWTAR
and its partners decided to unite their
efforts with the objective for women
to enjoy their legal and human
rights by contributing to women’s

empowerment and advancing the
gender equality agenda. They plan to
achieve these goals through a joint
program entitled “Strategic tools to
advance Gender Equality agenda and
women’s legal and human rights in
the Arab States Region: Enhancing
the present, preparing the future.”
The cooperative initiative will aim
to improve the situation of Arab
women by supporting targeted
countries through building technical
and institutional capacities that
can then transform social, political
and human rights dynamics. The
initiative will also aim to generate
research and analysis, facilitate the
exchange of knowledge, support
advocacy campaigns, and engage in
an open space discussion concerning
the results and analysis of the legal
systems in Arab countries.

7

The seminar created an open-
dialogue platform for over 50
stakeholders  representing  Arab
governments, international mecha-
nisms, ministerial delegates, and
national, regional and international
organizations focusing on legal and
human rights as well as women’s
economic and social empowerment.
The anticipated outcomes, including
a list of legal reforms and a collection

of agreed common priorities
among partners, will support the
improvement of the status of

women in Arab nations. Thanks to
the seminar, partners were able to
review and discuss the legal and
legislative status of women in the
Arab region, a focus that CAWTAR has
been dedicated to since its creation
in 1993 @
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The First Arab Regional Seminar on
Women's Legal and Human Rights
for Economic Empowerment in the
Arah States Region

The seminar entitled “women’s legal and human rights for economic empowerment in the
Arab states region” was organized by the Center Of Arab Women for Training and Research
(CAWTAR), the UN Women regional office for Arab states, the league of Arab states, the
Arab Gulf Program for Development (AGFUND) and the UNDP, held in Cairo from 2nd to 5th
of September 2014. It was an outstanding event that demonstrated a need for an objective
assessment of the legal gaps and challenges in the Arab states that obstruct the processes
of women’s empowerment.

With the uprising of challenges and changes striking the
Arab region, economic participation remains, without
a doubt, one of the top concerns of the Arab states.
Paradoxically, women’s economic participation is a sub-
subject that is creating much less “buzz”, sweeping under
the rug the fact that women are, in many cases, the most
affected category when it comes to economic deficiency.

The new Arab reality is also affecting the legislative
spheres in many countries in the region. By consequence,
this phase could be either the era of women’s legal
promotion or of limitation of Women’s Legal and
Human Rights. Consequently, the level of focus of
national legislations’ promotion of Women’s Economic
Empowerment will be assessed.
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Although the percentage of the worldwide labor force
tends to be generally lower for women than men, it is
particularly low in the Arab states region. Some factors
that may explain the weaker economic participation
of Arab women include low literacy rates, increases in
fertility and birth rates, culture and traditions, and an
inability for women to enter stereotypically masculine
fields. There exist also many legal and institutional
limitations that women face, such as an absence of equal
access to training and capacity building. Furthermore,
although a country’s constitution may stipulate equality
between men and women, there is often evidence to
show otherwise in practice, such as a woman’s lack of
property and inheritance rights as well as the prevailing
stigma of women’s domestic roles.



CAWTAR publishes

Gender and Decentralization in
Jordan, Libya, Tunisia, and Yemen

By Lara Heskestad- CAWTAR

The Center of Arab Women Training and Research (CAWTAR) published a comprehensive report on the
topic of gender and decentralization, conducted in collaboration with the Forum of Federations and
with the support of the Government of Canada.

The report compares the decentralization
policies and outcomes in Jordan, Libya,
Tunisia, and Yemen, with data collected
from a series of national reports from
experts on each of the four countries.
These reports are comprised of literature
reviews, of existing
decentralization policies and strategies,
results of focus group sessions, and a
series of individual interviews.

documentation

“Gender and Decentralization” delivers a
unique overview of the decentralization
actions, difficulties, and outcomes of each
of the four countries, with each nation’s
path varying due to political, economic,
and societal differences. The publication
uses women’s political participation as an
indicator of the level of decentralization.
It also examines several models that
have had positive gender mainstreaming
outcomes, such as Germany’s successful
use of cooperative federal structures
comprised of units specifically devoted to
gender equality issues.

“Gender and Decentralization” provides
a coherent background on politics
and women’s participation in each
country, along with essential historical,
demographic, and social data.

It begins by giving its readers an
understanding of the meanings of gender,
defined as the social construction of sexual
difference, and of decentralization, defined
as the creation of public institutions that
are separate from the central government
and have their own legal personality.

The publication challenges the assumption
that gender and decentralization go hand
in hand, paving the road for increases
in women’s political participation. Yet
this participation often takes place at
the local level, and a lack of women’s
participation in higher political spheres is
perpetuated. Although local participation
may provide a good basis for a high level
politics, there are still significant barriers
preventing women from reaching the
same political positions as men. The
publication affirms that decentralization
alone does not always improve the status
of women, as it can often perpetuate
their limited political involvement, and
it must therefore be combined with other
genuine efforts and strategies.

The report concluded that Tunisia as being
the most advanced out of the group, is
expected to continue its progress after
the addition of several clauses designed
to further increase women’s participation
in its new constitution of 2014.it also
stated that Yemen remains weak in
regards to women’s representation and
lacks the strong political will necessary
to integrate gender mainstreaming
initiatives on government
for Jordan, the report mentioned that
the country has experienced positive
impacts from decentralization, where
the development of its legal
administrative processes has increased
the status of women. For Libya’s case,

levels. As

and

the report indicates a lack of available
data made measuring gender indicators
more difficult, yet the revolution of

5

February 2011 changed the political
system and it is hoped that the new local
council will prioritize women’s political
participation.

The publication raises awareness on
the numerous challenges related to
both decentralization and gender in
Arab simultaneously
acknowledging that decentralization
is not the sole solution to improving
women’s political participation. The
publication supports the notion that a
combination of key elements, including
legal requirements, bold political will
and social actors, a strong relationship
between media and civil society,
and social, cultural, and economic
advancements, can only contribute to
the outcomes of decentralization and
lead to greater representation and
participation of women in Arab states.
Additionally, it offers a progressive
strategy for the implementation
of gender-based decentralization,
prioritizing development issues that aim
to improve all citizens’ living conditions,
regardless of gender. The integration
of a gender dimension is therefore
recommended to come at a later phase,
where it can be most effective.

nations while

Although “Gender and Decentralization”
looks specifically at Jordan, Libya,
Tunisia, and Yemen, the results provide
cause for an enhanced awareness
and concern regarding the status and
political involvement of women in Arab

nations @
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accompanied the process of drafting the
constitution, as there were fears that this
high document would drive Tunisia into
regression and threaten women’s rights,
the constitution proved itself to be in favor
of women’s rights, with both articles 40 and
46 supporting gender equality. These two
articles are a clear demonstration of the
importance that the Tunisia highest state
document places on women’s rights and
gender equality.

International efforts are still being
implemented to support women’s empower-
ment, gender equality and the respect of
human rights as stated in international
conventions, during the upcoming phase
that Tunisia is about to enter. For instance
Amnesty International launched an initiative
titled “Tunisia: 10 Steps For Human Rights:
Amnesty International’s Human Rights
Manifesto For Tunisia”.

The idea behind the initiative is to
ensure that all presidential and legislative
candidates sign the “Human Rights Mani-
festo for Tunisians” to guarantee their
commitment to end repressive human rights
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The Article 40 states:

“Work is a right for every citizen,
women and men. The state shall
take the necessary measures to
ensure employment on the basis
of competences and fairness. All
citizens, men and women have
the right to work in convenient
conditions with fair wage.”

The Article 46 states:

“The State commits to protect
women’s achieved rights and seeks
to support and develop them.
The State shall guarantee equal
opportunities between men and
women in the bearing of all the
various responsibilities in all fields.
The State shall seek to achieve
equal representation for women
and men in elected councils. The
State shall take the necessary
measures to eliminate violence
against women.”

4

practices. The Manifesto, comprised of 10
points, supports that each Tunisian should
enjoy civil, political, economic, social,
and cultural rights without any form of
discrimination. The very first step that the
Manifesto declares is to “End Discrimination
and Violence against Women”. The step
pushes for the adoption of a comprehensive
law to specifically address violence against
women. The Manifesto also insists on the
reform of Laws, policies, customs, and
practices that includes a discrimination
against women and girls.

As a reminder 2011’s constitutional
assembly’s elections resulted in women
make only 27% the assembly, back then this
percentage was considered as relatively
low despite the procedures implemented
to guarantee women fair representation,
such as the equality law. Today the
current figures predict a result as weak
as the previous election. But there is no
affirmations when it comes to elections,
as the voters could transform the Game’s
standards and prove themselves to be
Supportive of improving women’s presence
the political sphere ®



Assessing women's
participation in Tunisia’s

2014 elections

By Lara Chantal and Imene Trabelsi

As Tunisian legislative and presidential elections are just around the cornet, and for
the first time since the revolution, one of the biggest questions currently being asked
IS in regards to how significant women's participation will be.

2014 will be, without a doubt, a historical
year that Tunisians will remember for

a long time. The first parliamentarian
and presidential elections will be held
since Tunisia’s revolution in 2011. It was
a revolution that shook the country, the
region and the world.

The parliamentary election is expected to
take place on the 26th of October and the
presidential election is scheduled for the
23rd of November. These elections are a
major event for Tunisia, as they have the
potential to drive the country’s transition
into a full democracy or a regression.

On the one hand, for the presidential
the Higher
Instance for Elections

elections, Tunisian
Independent
(ISIE) received the application of over
70 candidates including 4 women. Amna
Mansour Karoui, Kalthoum Kennou,
Leila Hammami and Moufida Amdouni
all put in their applications, although
only there was only one candidacy that
was accepted and deemed as valid.
It was that of Mrs. Khalthoum Kanou,
a judge and political militant, who
will be the only woman running for
presidential elections against 26 male

candidates.

The legislative elections, on the other
hand, have proved themselves to be more
positive for women’s participation. 47%
12%
are female are head of lists. A number

of the candidates on lists, however,

that reflects how limited women’s access
to decision making positing still is . a
point that was highlighted by Mrs Naila
Chaaben, the current state secretary for
women’s affairs, as she stated “ women’s
participation in the elections is still weak
and undistinguished” adding that serious
measures must be adopted to guarantee
equal opportunities between men and
women.

Kalthoum Kannou

Tunisia’s new constitution adopted in
January 2014, drafted by the Constituent
Assembly elected after January 2011’s
revolution. Despite the controversy that
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of the next parliament
are Women

By Imene Trabelsi - CAWTAR

While national, regional and international media gave all the attention to how “secularist vanquished islamists”
during these late historical legislative elections that Tunisia witnessed in October 2014, less interest was
dedicated to monitor how women candidates did in the results.

The results of these elections were particularly interesting. While the world was expecting the Islamist party
“Enahdha” to win the first place, results came to demolish all expectations and declared The Secular party
“Nidaa Tounes” as the leader in Tunisia’s legislative elections

after winning 85 seats, followed by the Islamist rival “Enahdha” that came second with 69 seats.

The results also gave a preview of the composition of the next parliament. 67 women were elected out of 217
members. Which means that 30.87 % of the members of the new Tunisian parliament will be women. This figure
is a small victory for Tunisian women, and an indicator of a slow but persistent growth for women political
participation, as the elections of October 2011 results were 59 elected women (27.18%) among 217 members
of the Constituent Assembly.

Observers estimate that this was achieved thanks to the electoral law ( article 27 ) which impose gender parity
on electoral lists, specifying that lists should be established in such a way as to alternate between men and
women .

It’s important to highlight that the compositions of the next parliament includes a representation of at least

one women parliamentarian in each of the 30 out of 33 constituencies. The exceptions are the constituencies
of Tozeur, Tunisian living in Arab Countries and Tunisian living in Germany
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Dr. Soukeina Bouraoui

Executive Director

I Editorial

reedom of  expression

and press has been with

no doubt one of the most
prominent gains of the Revolution
in Tunisia since January 14, 2011.
despite the controversy around
it, and the reservations that have
accompanied each political,
constitutional, economic  and
security event underwent by Tunisia

ever since.

As Tunisia is on its track to hold
elections under which it will determine
the societal project and what is
means in terms of enshrinement of a
Constitution that was progressive in
its entirety and promotion of the values
of full citizenship and participation of
all members of the society, women
and men, youth and adults in all parts
of Tunisia and without discrimination,
we have decided to focus on the
experience of media professionals
during the National Constituent
Assembly election in relation to
female candidates in that election.

Traditionally, there  was a
general tendency to evaluate the
performance of media professionals,
blame them, criticize and even
demonize them without seeking
to know their opinions or their
assessment of political actors in
after they contacted them on the

ground, including women.

Therefore, in “CAWTAR,” we
have this time reversed the image
and included in this some of the
experiments of media professionals
during the Constituental Assembly
election through many types of
journalism including interview and
analytical article which mostly
contained testimonies that

faithfully reported.

are

In fact, they are testimonies which
we have gathered as part of the
preparation of the media guide: fair
press coverage of elections from
a gender perspective, prepared by
the UNDP in cooperation with the
Center of Arab Women for Training
and Research “CAWTAR.”

The analyses of the testimonies
were adopted in the guide so that
it would be based on a real practice
and CAWTAR undertook to include
them in a special issue on the
parliamentary election to be part of
the lesson learnt.

We would like to thank media
professionals for trusting us and
giving us some of their to convey their
voices in an endeavour that none was
familiar with.

You willfind in their voices and in their
exercise much information, critical
sense, challenge, commitment and

ability to actually understand and
analyze facts.

Pens, faces and voices common
to you and others among unknown
figures in Tunisia and outside it who
are highly interested in the national
issue, even if they are far away from
the country, physically but not morally.
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