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Diversity and the recognition of minorities are the main objectives
of building a modern society based on co-existence. However,
these goals have become a source of conflict between individuals
and groups through negative social representations, collective
imagination and some customs and traditions.

Although the Universal Declaration of Human Rights was adopted
since 1948, societies continue to reject the different gender, race,
religion, language and disability, .... Despite the multiplicity of
conventions, declarations and recommendations concerning the
need to respect human rights and diversity, their work in North
Africa and the Middle East remains Lagging behind the lack of
political will and the lack of awareness of its importance.

In South Africa, the focus is put on equality. The draft of the
Constitution has therefore made «equal opportunities» the primary
objective of protecting communities that have been rejected
throughout history.

While the European experience is based on the personal
protection of the rights of minorities, because of the increasing
ethnic, religious and racial diversity caused by the continuous
migration to the European continent that has transformed it into
multicultural societies.

While the Iragi experience is a form of defiance of the past and
a liberation from its rule because of its discriminatory heritage
against many social groups.

In Tunisia, the Government seeks to build both a modern
democratic society and a legal system of rights and freedoms
subject to renewed and evolving interpretation. Which has
enriched the system, for decades, especially regarding individual
freedoms. However, the reality reflects an image based on
exclusion and discrimination, and the lack of recognition of the
other, fearing that this minority will become a threat to the national
identity and culture of the majority.
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Hence, the difficulty lies in understanding the unity of diversity
and the culture of difference. Despite the contributions of the new
Constitution of the Republic in 2014 in respect of human rights
and individual freedoms, minorities in Tunisia seek to enjoy their
citizenship on an equal basis with those who consider themselves
a majority away from religious and racial intolerance.

Laws and legislation are inadequate if they are not accompanied
by a profound change in ideas and social consciousness for
the acceptance of the others, in order to change the culture of
society and consider diversity as an enriching element through
education that promotes shared and peaceful coexistence as well
as diversity. The right to difference is based on freedom and stems
from the idea that it is not possible for all individuals to be similar
in any human group. Therefore, it is a right that assumes respect
for the different person without causing disagreement and without
considering the difference as an anomaly or an inferior status.

In the framework of the International Symposium on the Right to
Diversity, participants addressed the many problems associated
with difference: should we be similar? How can diversity be
achieved in the light of intolerance within societies? How important
is coexistence and unity in diversity to build a modern society?
The researchers dealt with several issues going in the same
direction, namely cultural, intellectual, linguistic and religious
diversity ... to address subjects related to Tamazight in Tunisia
and Morocco, Ibadi in Africa, religious diversity, Kurdish identity,
sexual minorities, Baha’i community and the unity in diversity,
press of peace and disability in Tunisia.

The titles of the sessions were identified according to the themes
of intervention:

Session 1: Amazigh in North Africa.

Session 2: Religious minorities and manifestations of
discrimination.

Session 3: Communities and the question of citizenship in the
Arab region.

Session 4: Individual Liberties in Tunisia.

Session 5: The Living Reality of disabled people in Tunisia.
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|. The Amazighin
North Africa

—




The first session aims at defining the concept of Amazigh and
Amazigh group, while conveying a realistic picture of the living of
this group throughout history in Tunisia and Morocco.

The concept of «Amazigh» or «<Amazigh people» was pronounced
in Arabic, while <Emma Zigen» corresponds to the pronunciation
in the Amazigh language, and which refers to the first human
groups that lived and still live in Africa North. The subject of the
origins of the Amazigh has attracted the interest of many historians
and geographers among those who attribute their ancestry to the
Asian continent (East) and those who fix their origin in Africa. lbn
Khaldoun is considered as the author who best described this
group describing them as «shaved skulls, couscous eaters and
those who wear the bournous.

The researcher Hussain Bouyoukoubi, professor of Amazigh
language and culture at Ibn Zahr University in Agadir (Morocco),
first identified the Amazigh language while linking it to the right to
difference based on the language. He explains that the Amazigh
language differs from the Arabic language that was chosen by
the Moroccan government as the official language of the state
since the constitution of 1962, while no constitutional status was
conferred to the Amazigh language.

This led to the exclusion of the Amazighs from education, from
primary to university, limited participation in the public space, and
failed to teach Amazigh history, which goes back thousands of
years, and limited the history of Morocco to 12 centuries, since the
arrival of Arab Muslims in Morocco. Under the influence of Arab-
Islamic culture, most Amazighs chose Arabic first names and, in
turn, the administration refused to register several Amazigh first
names.
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This discriminatory situation led to the emergence of a civil
movement demanding the recognition of the Amazigh language
and culture, the acceptance of diversity and difference. This
movement succeeded in convincing the state that recognized the
Amazigh language as an official language in addition to the Arabic
language in the 2011 Constitution, and took certain measures in
its favor, such as the creation of the Royal Institute of Amazigh
culture in 2001 and the beginning of the integration of the Amazigh
language into education since 2003, as well as the creation of the
Amazigh television channel in 2010, and finally giving families the
right to name newborns with Amazigh first names. However, since
2011, regulatory laws aimed at activating the official character
of Amazigh culture have still not come out, preventing the
achievement of equality between Amazigh and Arabic.

While the president of the Tunisian Association for Amazigh
Culture gave a speech entitled <Amazigh in Tunisia», where he
revealed that the status of Amazighs in Tunisia has gone from a
stage of marginalization and obliteration which was implemented
systematically to a legal rejection that has enshrined Islam as the
dominant religion and the Arabic language as the only language in
the constitution. However, the 15 Amazigh cultural associations,
despite their limited resources, have fought for the international
recognition of their rights.

The Tunisian Amazigh Culture Association managed to attend
the deliberations of the Tunisian State at the United Nations
Headquarters in Geneva on September 23, 2016 and that
resulted in the publication of four recommendations. The first one
concerns the census of the Amazigh, the identification of their
places of residence, the recognition of their history, their language,
their architecture, their customs and their traditions. This must
be achieved without taking the constitutional texts that deal with
the Islamic religion and the Arabic language as an excuse for the
violation of their rights.
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The Tunisian Amazigh Culture Association managed to attend
the deliberations of the Tunisian State at the United Nations
Headquarters in Geneva on September 23, 2016 and that
resulted in the publication of four recommendations. The first one
concerns the census of the Amazigh, the identification of their
places of residence, the recognition of their history, their language,
their architecture, their customs and their traditions. This must
be achieved without taking the constitutional texts that deal with
the Islamic religion and the Arabic language as an excuse for the
violation of their rights.

In addition, the Tunisian state has not implemented the
recommendations and promulgated Law No. 69 which authorizes
the seizure of socialized lands of Amazigh villages.

The status of Amazighs in Tunisia is not very different from
their status in Morocco: although the legal dimension exists,
its implementation remains weak because of the existence of
ideologies that reject the culture of acceptance of the other.
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Religious minorities are groups of people who adopt a religion
different from that of the majority in the same country. In some
countries, there may be persecution, such as that practiced
against the Baha’is. Baha’is live in more than two hundred and
thirty-five countries of every race, religion, nation and social
class where souls unite to see that humanity is one nation and
that the country is a common homeland for all. The efforts of the
Baha’i International University are based on the idea that every
nation, society and individual have its own role to play in building
a prosperous and peaceful world, convinced that humanity is
created to carry human civilization characterized by constant and
lasting progress.

In this context, the researcher Mohamed Mansouri presented an
intervention entitled «Unity in diversity for a prosperous Morocco:
the point of view of the Baha’is in Morocco».

The researcher traces the presence of the Baha’i religion in
Morocco to the 1950s. Since 1952-1953, some Baha’i families
migrating from different regions such as Egypt, Syria, Iran and
the United States of America began to settle in the Kingdom of
Morocco (the first destination was the city of Nador: first place of
persecution of the Baha’is in Morocco). Baha’is began to spread
in most of the Kingdom’s major cities, as well as in some villages
and rural areas. Thus, they have become representatives of the
clear majority of Moroccan ethnic groups they have integrated,
just as they belong to different social classes and they have their
own specificities. Baha’i marriage, for example, depends on the
civil contract and the Baha’i contract which organize the local
spiritual celebration for the community. The provisions relating
to inheritance in this religion are based on the concept of a fair
distribution of wealth, such as equality between the sexes ... The
Baha’is bury their dead in graves they call «gardens of ‘eternal
children’.

42



In the Baha’i religion, the rituals are mostly individual and do
not require a public place. Places of prayer are called «Mashkar
al-Azkar» and are open to all, and there are no specific rituals.
Anyone of any religion can recite his prayers and incantations in
silence and respect.

Despite the informal normalization of relations with Baha’is today,
at different levels, they do not currently have an organization
structured by a regulatory framework knowing that every year they
elect spiritual forums that manage their religious and social affairs
at the local and central levels. The Family Code and certain laws
governing public life still do not take into account the diversity of
society and its various ideological and intellectual components.
This situation presents challenges in terms of personal status such
as marriage, inheritance and burial, on the one hand, and everything
related to the life of the Baha’i University, whose existence goes
back more than 60 years, and represents an element of Moroccan
society playing an active role in the construction and development
of the community.

However, laws and legislation will not be enough if they are not
accompanied by a profound change in the culture of society in a
way that ensures coexistence and unity in diversity. The researcher
focused on the overall concept of citizenship and its importance
in achieving real change.

The transformation of the state framework from a national or
religious framework to a citizenship framework will move this type
of society from a qualitative union to an integral union in which
different races, religions and cultures will be brought together.
The professor, «Abdel-Karim, El-Tunisi» delivered a speech
entitled «Djerba: the island of the ultimate difference», stating that
its area is estimated at 514 square kilometer and its population to
163 767 inhabitants in 2014.
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He classifies aspects of difference into three main factors: the
difference because of the Berber origin of the population (who
lives in Gallala, Sadaqgish, Agim and some of the villages that are
inside the island) and the Arabs and Europeans who are retired
Europeans and, mainly French, have chosen to settle and live in
Djerba and are today considered as a part of its inhabitants.
And the difference based onreligion. We find the Jewish population
of Djerba consisting of 1200 residents settled in the large district
on the outskirts of Houmt El Souk and the small neighborhood
integrated in the village of Riyadh where lives a Muslim majority.
We also find Christian inhabitants. Then, a difference based on
the difference in skin color between black and white.

This difference explains the degree of interaction between the
inhabitants of Djerba and their ability to coexist in a tolerant way
for the respect of the right to be different.

This also explains the economic choice of some minorities who
have voluntarily limited their work to the liberal professions,
which has connected interests as well as the acceptance of
these minorities of coexistence for fear of having conflict with the
majority either ethnic or religious.

They have also developed a sense of belonging to the island of
Djerba that overcomes religious and ethnic affiliation. But the
reality reveals that manifestations of discrimination exist and
are rooted in the unconsciousness of some populations which
manifests itself by behaviors that remind us of discrimination.
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The third intervention was titled «Ibadi Marriage and Malikism in
Africa at the End of the State of Sanjahi: An Essay of Comparison»
by Professor Hussein Al-Khulaifi. In this intervention the researcher
mentioned points of convergence and differences between the
Ibadi and Maliki marriages. Maalikis and Ibadis share the fact that
marriage is governed by the law of Sharia, and that it represents
a spiritual residence for the purpose of building a family. Marriage
is part of the Sunnah of the prophets and guarantees greater
integration into religion (half of the religion). Among its pillars are
the fidelity, the withesses and the dowry. It is recommended to get
married as young as possible.

In general, monogamous marriage is the dominant marriage in
ibadi and Malikian societies. The celebration of this marriage
goes through several stages, starting with the sermon, then the
marriage certificate and the donation. Polygamy is an exceptional
and limited situation.

The Maliki marriage differs from the Ibadi one in terms of «sexual
pleasure» because it is considered the greatest pleasure landed
from paradise on earth by the Malikis. While Ibadi jurists reject this
conception for the dogmatic reason that the attributes in paradise
differ from the attributes of this world.

In addition, scholars of the ibadi doctrine considered that failure
to fulfill the woman’s consent requirement invalidate the marriage
and dissolve her contract, unlike some Maliki scholars who
considered that the virgin woman’s permission was voluntary
expressed according to the will of her male legal representative,
reflecting the status of Ibadi women in the social hierarchy.
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We can’t talk about minorities independently of citizenship under
the rule of the state of law, nor talk about citizenship in the context
of human rights violations and the fragility of individual freedoms.
In this context, Vanessa Basil made a presentation entitled «Peace
journalism: the role of the media in promoting human rights and
peacebuilding».

She started by presenting this organization founded in 2013,
the MAP is the first organization in Lebanon, the Middle East
and North Africa, to promote the concept of peace journalism
based on a set of principles: news selection, words, language,
expression, image, angle, choice of the timing of the publication
..., framing the connection at a specific place and time with a
particular background, the implications of selection and coaching
for the public’s understanding of the subject and how it would
interact. this was intended to shed light on the causes and context
of conflict while presenting solutions and successful stories. It
has also shown that the peace press serves human rights and the
right to be different through the awareness and dissemination of
the concept of diversity, and difference and rejection of violence

She also addressed the main issues discussed at the 2017-2018
Arab Regional Conference on Media, Peace and Human Rights,
which can be summed up in seven points:

* Freedom of opinion and expression.

* Minority rights.

» Gender equality.

* Freedom of the press and access to information.
* Digital rights.

* The rights of people with disabilities.

* The rights of homosexuals.
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The researcher Bahar Ali responded with a speech entitled «The
right to difference and the difficulty of managing the Kurdish
National ldentity».

She began by presenting the term of national identity of Kurdistan
as a fabricated identity, but an identity with a historical dimension,
identity of Kurdistan and not the Kurdish identity. The identity of
Kurdistan follows a process of construction and integration and
includes sub-identities, including the identity of the Kurds ...
Regarding this concept, she has lined up the historical aspect
in dealing with the problem of this identity was treated by the
“Sevres Treaty” of 1920, in which it was agreed to establish three
Arab states in Hijaz, Syria, Irag, and an Armenian state and state
of Kurdistan within the state of Turkey. With the condition that the
Mosul region can integrate this state freely. Except that the 1922
Treaty of Lausanne between the Allies and Turkey did not mention
the State of Armenia and the State of Kurdistan.

The common thread of the state crisis is that the Iraqi state and
its constitutions, starting with the fundamental Law of 1925 and
the 2005 Constitution, are experiencing a structural crisis that
is reflected in the problem of State, and that is exacerbated by
successive political regimes that have not yet succeeded in
putting in place internal policies guaranteeing social peace and
coexistence between the components of the Iragi people.

The result of the persistence of this situation in Iraq and the policy
of successive governments can be seen in the outbreak of internal
and external wars and the loss of security and the possibility of
achieving coexistence.
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The guarantee of a practical and flexible management of the
Kurdish identity requires a serious critical examination of the
political process in Iraq, a serious reflection and a constructive
dialogue between all the parties. This can be achieved by
submitting a project that aims to solve the State’s problems in Iraq
and thus solve the problem of the difference by dealing the with
Kurdish identity, which guarantees the conditions of a common
life and a lasting social peace. Without omitting to protect the civil
liberties and to give a key role to the civil society as a factor of
success of the dialogues.

Mohammed Moussa’s speech entitled «Citizenship and the right
to be different at the crossroads of recognition» has focused
on the profound meaning of the word that refers to exclusion in
Tunisian society, « contempt». He explains that what has led to
the disruption and disintegration of society is our educational
program that has built the walls of intolerance and widened the
gap that separates all members of society and even those who
belong to the same family.

The quick pace of occurrence of the events of the past decade
has contributed to the strengthening of attitudes and approaches
that directly threaten social peace, certain aspects of traditional
customs and traditions. This directly or indirectly threatens
peaceful coexistence and reinforces fear of the other because of
its difference. Religious, racial, national and political intolerance
represents the barrier that threatens to make the social structure
explode.
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The question of the recognition of minorities and all components
of society remains in our country as an integral part of the social
fabric and the prohibited issues. We try to convince ourselves
of the non-existence of this class of citizens. According to the
researcher, this is the difficulty of «understanding the unity of
diversity and the diversity of unity». The identity of each person
results from the accumulation of many identities that do not
have the same value and that confer an exception that makes it
incompatible with the others.

This controversy hides a limited understanding of the meaning
of citizenship and therefore the meaning of justice. Well-being,
peace and security of societies must take into account their unity.
Consequently, a vision of «living together» requires a collective
understanding of our own human origin and our common identity.
Lazar Al-Juwaili presented a lecture entitled «Right to Diversity
and Diversity Policies in the Arab Region». He mentioned the
real problems of the Arab region and especially the Maghreb
countries. The right to be different can only be recognized in a
culturally diverse space that embraces equality and diversity as a
means of enrichment.

Is every difference allowed or should it be limited?

At first, he examined the concept of difference and its forms,
considering that every man has the right to be different in faith,
language, customs and traditions, thought ... This right is related to
individual and collective rights and the right to live in a democratic
state and a state based on the rules of law and on institutions.
In a second step, he spoke about the importance of cultural
diversity, mainly linked to the diversity of human civilizations
stressing the importance of ratification by Tunisia and other Arab
countries of the Convention on the Promotion of Cultural Diversity.
The various speakers agreed on the need to build a vision of a
shared life based primarily on cultural diversity and on the citizen
with his differences as the active element (actor) of society.
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IV Individual
freedoms In
Tunisia between
the existing and
the desired

—




Throughout its history, the human rights system has gone through
a long and difficult process, until it takes on its universal, global
and interdependent dimension. But individual freedoms are
always the subject of caution and refusal and this in many cultural
and civilizational contexts in the name of religion and cultural
specificities. which echoes, in fact an intellectual and doctrinal
system rooted in the ancient times and which recognizes neither
the individual nor his rights. In this regard, Jinan Imam gave a
presentation on «Individual freedoms in Tunisia between the
existing and the desired».

She interacted with individual liberties in Tunisia and defined it
as the sum of the physical and intellectual rights and freedoms
specific to the individual, or which does not require a collective
framework to practice itself... It requires nothing more than
recognition by states and its organization through the laws that
govern it and refraining from anything that might restrict or prevent
its realization.

The issue of freedom of belief has been raised in Tunisia since the
era of «fundamental pact 1857». While individual freedoms have
been introduced into the public debate in the context of transition
that began in 2011 and continues to the present day.

In the 2014 Constitution, she found many chapters, including
chapters 6 and 21, which recognize the right to be different, but
there is no interpretation of individual liberties or their meaning in
this constitution.

On the ground, Tunisia has a legal system implemented since
the twentieth century, as well as a penal code, a code of legal
obligations and contracts and many several circular, which are
administrative texts of governance, but which impede individual
liberties.
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The researcher pointed out that equality is a natural human
right, and that it represents a fundamental principle and a value
of citizenship, in the sense that a person can’t benefit from
citizenship if we do not recognize her equality with the others, or if
that individual was discriminated or excluded. The recognition of
the equality of all people and the rejection of their discrimination,
whatever their form or cause, constitutes the recognition of the
second fundamental value of citizenship, namely the right to be
different.

Omar Fastawi presented an intervention entitled «International
Mechanisms to Protect the Right to diversity and the Tunisian
Reality».

Tunisia has ratified several international agreements aimed
at protecting the right to diversity since the ratification of the
Convention on the elimination of all forms of racial discrimination
in 1967 and has continued in this direction since its democratic
transition. But it seems that the reality for people who are different
from the majority on the basis of religion, or disability, or ethnicity,
or sexual orientation is full of discrimination in facts and in law.
Indeed, the examination of Tunisian laws reveals many forms of
discrimination in law texts that add to the discrimination in the
daily life of these people. The solution seems to lie in the will
of the Tunisian government to harmonize its legislation with its
international obligations by complying with the recommendations
of the United Nations during periodic rounds of the executive
commissions.

The harmonization of Tunisian laws seems necessary for more than
one reason: first, because many Tunisian legal journals and laws
are not compatible with the realities of the country, and secondly,
because the harmonization of the law with the law conventions is
likely to improve the situation of discriminated groups.

However, it seems that harmonization may face a major obstacle,
which is the 2014 Constitution, which recognizes or protects some
rights of some discriminated groups such as women and people
with disabilities, while clearly distinguishing other categories which
leads to the creation of several social categories of Tunisians.
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While the conventions aim to eliminate current forms of
discrimination, the 2014 Constitution grants Tunisian Muslim
citizens privileges over the others, allowing them to enjoy some
rights that others can’t enjoy. Like the presidency of the republic,
which is the monopoly of Muslims. The same process applies
to Arabism and other components of society, especially blacks
and Amazighs. The Arab-Islamic identity is mentioned many
times in the Constitution and the State is under a constitutional
obligation to anchor this identity (article 39). The Constitution also
distinguishes the political rights between naturalized Tunisians
and Tunisians by birth. The constitution also contains vague
and unspecified concepts such as public order, public morality
or sanctuaries, which, although Tunisia is a civil state, may hide
religious legitimacy that could represent a threat to some specific
groups, including sexual minorities.

Bader Baabou’s intervention on «sexual minorities» dealt with
two main points: the legal framework and social discrimination.
He identified homosexuality (LGBT) (lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender and assimilated, Intersex).

He stressed the fragility of the legal framework and the criminal
justice system that allowed the perpetuation of injustice, hatred
and torture, in contradiction with the 2014 Constitution based on
individual freedoms, equality between citizens and citizenship
and the sanctity of the body, especially in the articles 21, 23
and 24. While members of this group are exposed to brutal anal
examinations when they are arrested, and they suffer persecution
and torture.
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More than 110 people were arrested and went to court, in violation
of their privacy and the inviolability of their homes, as well as their
personal data. More than 150 people were mistreated.

The researcher also spoke of the problem of social discrimination
and the rejection of the family and society of this LGBT group. In
addition, the media spread a negative idea of this category based
on cynicism and mockery.

The abolition of the article 230 and the prevention of anal
examinations are among the recommendations made in the
international report on human rights. The Tunisian government has
accepted the first recommendation: to prevent anal examinations,
but it will only develop appropriate mechanisms after four years.
Baabou said that the gay movement will continue its activity to
resist all manifestations of discrimination and violence against
sexual minorities.
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V. The living
conditions of
disabled people
In Tunisia




In Tunisia, social policy in the field of disability has worked on five
fundamental priorities since the 1980s: social rights, prevention of
disability, special prevention procedures within the environment
of the disabled person, social protection and social inclusion.
Tunisia has ratified several conventions and laws in the field of
disability: article 48 of the Constitution, the law of orientation
No. 83 of 2005 and the international conventions of 2006 ratified
in 2008 guarantee a set of rights allowing the disabled to live in
dignity. Except that these texts did not specify the mechanisms
of their application, control, and sanctions against the offenders,
which explains why they remained ineffective. In this context,
speakers presented an image of the daily reality of disabled
people in Tunisia.

Mohamed Mansouri revealed the status of disabled people
before and after 2011 and the reality of social and cultural
behavior towards them. After independence, the Tunisian State
encouraged the presence of national organizations that deal with
persons with disabilities, each according to its skills, including the
National Union of the Blind, the Tunisian Union of the Deaf and the
Tunisian Union of physically handicapped. These organizations
are described as social charities and are referred to as «tikiyeh»:
people with disabilities lived there, were professionally trained
and studied without scientific, professional or legal supervision.
disabled people lived there, were professionally trained and
studied without scientific, professional or legal supervision.
These organizations were part of the ruling party and often used
people with disabilities to give a better picture of the state policy
to international organizations. It is a social policy based on well-
being governed by charity and which has nothing to do with
human rights.
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After 2011, despite the creation of several human rights
associations and sports associations ... and the constitutionality
of the rights of persons with disabilities, set out in article 48 of
the Constitution of January 2014, as well as the increasing of
the percentage for employment of persons with disabilities from
1% to 2%, officially released on May 16, 2016, the situation of
persons with disabilities has not changed. There was no theatrical
or cinematographic work that considered the specificity of the
visually impaired people, and there was no political or partisan
program that was translated into sign language or Braille.

Rania Al-Ghwail presented an image of the reality of people
with disabilities, based on social stigmatization and verbal and
moral violence that crystallized through oral and daily practices.
This is due to our representations of disability that have cultural
dimensions mainly related to the collective imagination and the
collective memory.

As a result, this image can affect the degree of integration of
people with disabilities into society. The disabled person feels
inferior and excluded, which reflects the degree of their integration
into society and has consequences on the construction of their
own identity. The disabled person experiences a conflict between
the image of the reference and the image of the real situation,
between what one wants to see and the reality.

The researcher presented several social images related to the
disabled person and resulting from social stigmatization:

The image of surrender, the image of acceptance or the
«stereotype» of the disabled person, in which he maintains his
position that he considers the best without changing for better or
for worse (the image of the conservative person unable to come
out of the image of traditional spirals or spirals reflecting a kind of
social promotion and therefore he keeps the image he considers
the best).
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The second is the image of the resistance associated with the
«parameters of success». It is the resistance of the disabled to
social reality and to the sick body to improve his situation by sport,
education, work and art ... It is an image linked to the adoption of
new mechanisms for success in acting in an environment that may
be appropriate or inappropriate, but the image aims for positive
change.

The third image is the rebel image associated with the «parameters
of failure» of people with disabilities. This image makes it possible
to reintroduce the marginality in the form of a beggar, or a deviant
person ... The image of the rebellion is a model of behavior that
is not in conformity with the practice but nevertheless remains in
conformity with the formality. This is the cause of what sometimes
accentuates the excessive pursuit of identification. In all cases,
deviants find ways to manipulate this inferior identity by exploiting
their situation to their advantage to impose their model of
interaction, such as beggars. The disabled person needs to be
accomplished and to find a place in society within the framework
of the right to be different.

The defense of individual freedoms is a real test of the democratic
experience and the state of rights in Tunisia. It is necessary
to activate legislation that protects minorities, to strengthen
pluralism by modifying school curricula, to devise a strategy for a
pluralism of identities and to guarantee the balance between the
rights of individuals and groups in a democratic state. based on a
balanced relationship between majority and minority. In addition,
there is a need to make structural changes to community culture
by making society more aware of its diversity and more accepting
of the diversity of different people, be it because of their ethnicity,
color, beliefs, ideas, sexual orientation or gender identity.
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After making progress on collective rights and freedoms, it is time
to strengthen the guardianship of the individual, to respect his
dignity and to allow him to choose freely.

Individual freedoms can contribute to build a civil democratic
republic in which genuine citizenship is established.

Civil society remains the main organizer and the main transmitter
of social pressure in Tunisia. It contributes to the orientation of the
social debate and the formation of public opinion by working for
an individual and collective transformation based on the principles
of unity and coexistence. With the need for the government to
respect individual choices and to show that will.
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Final declaration at the end of the
international symposium on
‘The inventory of the right to be different in
Tunisia’: between acceptance and rejection
of social diversity
January 18 and 19, 2019 in Tunis

As participants and representatives of the international symposium
on ‘The inventory of the right to be different in Tunisia’ hosted by
The Observatory for the defense of the right to be different, in
Tunis, Tunisia between 18- 19 January, noted with satisfaction,
throughout our exchanges, the multiplicity of our approaches and
ideas.

Therefore, we express in the first place our firm belief in the
diversity and richness of the communities to which we belong, as
well as that of the whole humanity, so that this diversity must be
a reason to consolidate our unity and not a cause of conflict or
opposition.

And noting that we discussed at this symposium, individually
(researchers) and collectively (associations), many topics and
issues related to the right to be different in relation to the rights
of individuals and groups who are victims of discrimination and
violation of their fundamental rights,

And taking into account that the various interventions dealt with
the laws and policies of the different countries of the region, as well
as cultural, media and social treatment of the rights of individuals
and groups and the violations they have witnessed.

And relying on the numerous comparative studies among the
countries of the region with their successes and challenges and
the struggles of women and men of different positions, identities,
cultures to achieve the recognition of rights for all and to ensure
their protection and make these rights effective,



We hereby declare and make the following recommendations to:
e The political leaders of our countries

1 - To fulfill their international obligations by effectively protecting
and ensuring the rights. As well as to clean up the fault laws that
allow discrimination. But also to adopt policies and mechanisms
that guarantee the right to difference and diversity

2 - Support the researches and monitoring initiatives both inside
the countries and throughout the region to denounce violations
and to open an in-depth dialogue on the situation of the different
majority and minority groups with a view to achieving equality as
well as non-discrimination

3 - Work on educational curricula at various stages and in different
cultural fields to celebrate diversity and difference of what
constitutes wealth for communities and not a cause of conflict
4. To strengthen opportunities access for representatives of
diversity groups to various decision-making positions

e Regional and international structures

Especially the League of Arab States, the African Union and
United Nations agencies

1- To conduct an in-depth dialogues on the right to diversity and
differences with the official representations of States

2. Todemand that States fulfill their international and constitutional
obligations to guarantee, protect and preserve the right to
difference

3. To encourage international cooperation to promote the right to
diversity as a source of human wealth



e Media and media organizing institutions

1 - To adopt a professional ethics in dealing with issues related
to diversity and difference and denounce discrimination and
violations far from complacency and compromises

2 — To organize training sessions in the field of human rights,
especially the rights of individuals and groups that are most
vulnerable to marginalization and discrimination

3 - To provide media space to convey the views of individuals
and groups in their diversity

e Universities, research institutes and associations

1 - To diagnose situations of individuals and groups through
in-depth qualitative studies and monitoring of violations in
integrated academic curriculums and research methodologies
2 — To build bridges between alliances, networks and coalitions
defending the right to be different in the countries of the region
3. To use regional and international mechanisms to present

the views of diverse individuals and groups, and especially

the alternative reports on the conventions and mechanisms of
the UN Special Rapporteurs as well as the Universal Periodic
Review of the Human Rights Council.

4. To organize training programs about the right to be different
for the benefit of stakeholders who can influence decision-
making and public opinion on the right to difference

5. To develop effective advocacy strategies to submit project
proposals, laws, programs and mechanisms and to use
strategic methods of litigation management at both national and
international level

In conclusion, we renew our commitment to advocate for the
just causes of individuals and diverse groups and to continue
our efforts to achieve their recognition and the role they play in
achieving cultural richness within our nations and societies. We
will continue to work together so that we can have a voice and
an influence that asserts that our diversity is a source of richness
and not of discrimination and exclusion.
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www.o3dt.org

Retrouvez-nous au 68 rue Contactez-nous par
2 mars 1934- Centre Téll/fax : +216 72421692
Bouchoucha ou parmail a:

3e étage-D2 - Bizerte 7000 projeto3dt@gmail.com

Projet financé par le FNUD




