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Energy production, in turn, requires
water. “Energy resources affect food

prices through the manufacture
of fertilizers, ftillage, harvesting,
transportation, irrigation and water
treatment. Environmental pressures,
climate change, and the growth
of economies and  populations

further intensify the already existing
interdependence of these systems.”

Several international conferences have
pointed out that a new interconnected
approach is needed to address current
levels of insecurity in access to basic
services, and that this approach
should better take into account the
interconnection of the food, water and
energy sectors as well as the impact of
trade, investment and climate policies.

The relationship between water, food
and energy resources and ecosystems
is facing a global risk that significantly
threatens human, social and political
security. Unintended consequences
often occur when decision-makers
attempt to resolve one part of this
interconnectedness, leading to negative
impacts on the other. This calls for a
holistic framework that clearly defines
the interconnectedness of these
systems and the extent to which they
affect each other.

Feeding people, achieving water
and energy security, and promoting
conservation, restoration and
sustainable use of nature are closely
interconnected and complementary
goals. Achieving them requires food
systems that cooperate with nature,

2023 - yoill ygils /pmonys - 87 32_c CIL_uyigS

minimize waste, are adaptable to
change, and are resilient to shocks.
This enables smallholder farmers,
especially women farmers, to play a
pivotal role in the challenge of food
and food security.

Thereis no doubt that clean water, food
and energy are essential resources for
survival, and the absence of any of
them can affect people’s health, food
security and livelihoods around the
world, as well as the health and lives
of future generations. The globe is
facing continuous depletion of various
environmental resources in order to
meet needs, which calls for action to
rationalize the use of these resources
without damaging the ecosystem,
especially since the world will witness a
population of 10 billion people in 2050,
according to international estimates.

Women'’s contributions
are essential to huilding
sustainahle economies
and resilient societies

The Mediterranean region is home to
more than 480 million people living on
3 continents with 46,000 kilometers of
coastline and a rich wealth of human
and natural diversity. Spanning more
than 2 million square kilometers, the
Mediterranean basin is one of the
busiest shipping routes in the world and
the second largest biodiversity hotspot,
and therefore for many risks targeting
the environment, population and the
future of future generations, especially
as wars and conflicts intensify.

17

The negativeimpacts of climate change-
related crises disproportionately affect
women more than men, compounding
the threats they face, especially those
associated with forced migration,
gender-based violence, health risks
and the consequences of natural
disasters.

If sustained, climate change can destroy
or alter the lives of many ecosystems
and populations. These changes are
directly and rapidly affecting the lives
of small-scale farmers, forcing women
farmers to change their farming
methods and the seeds and products
they use, even though they are not
responsible for global warming or air
pollution. They will have to learn new
farming methods, or find themselves
forced to change their areas of
residence, especially if they are in
countries suffering from occupation,
conflicts and wars.

“Rural Women and the Challenges
of: Water, Energy, Food, Ecosystems”
workshop proposed a set of conclusions
and  recommendations  centered
around four main themes: Valuing
local knowledge and recognizing the
role of local women as knowledge
keepers, and scaling up WEFE solutions
implemented by local communities.
Strengthening networking and capacity
building, especially in developing
strategies to support women’s roles
at the local level, and monitoring,
evaluation and learning through
monitoring the impacts of WEFE
projects.



Climate change issues have upended the What do we mean hy the Nexus nl Watel',

paradigm of women’s role in climate change,
recognizing their transformative role. Women Enel'gy, Fﬂﬂd alld EcosystemS?
are no longer seen as victims to be rescued.
Rather, they have become centerpiece and The 2030 Agenda includes 17 goals and 169 targets, many of which are
active actor in desinging and implementing centered around an interconnected packedge of globally limited and
strategies to combat global warming and a key  sometimes locally scarce natural resources, particularly targets related
player in mitigating climate change. to water and sanitation (Goal 6), food security (Goal 2), sustainable
energy (Goal 7) and environmental protection (Goal 15). This means
CAWTAR is  constantly interested in thatachieving all the SDGs simultaneously requires understanding and
strengthening the role of women in taking into account the interconnection between water, energy, food
preserving natural resources and positively and ecosystems when developing policies and measures for these
adapting to climate change, and is one of 11  sectors, and reconciling their different interests.
Mediterranean partners in a project that aims
to promote an approach WEFE Nexux that Therefore, adopting a WEFE Nexus approach will undoubtedly
links water, energy, food and ecosystems in the  contribute to more efficient use of these systems and enhance their
Mediterranean region by addressing climate complementarities. It also contributes to better management and
and environmental challenges that threaten harmonization of policies adopted in the sectors and areas concerned.
communities and agro-ecosystems.
The world is facing numerous challenges that are directly related
Project  activities  include  knowledge to the way natural resources are managed and climate challenges.
sharing and capacity building through the Understanding the interconnectedness of natural resources can
dissemination of best practices, policies, help in positively adapting to environmental risks and developing
innovative solutions and sharing experiences sustainable solutions to overcome the
of integrated natural resource management growing challenges.
for sustainable development and climate
change resilience in the Mediterranean region.  According to a study on this
interconnectedness, water
In connection with this approach, on security, energy security
November 28, 2023 in Tunis, CAWTAR, the and food security are
Partnership for Research and Innovation in inextricably linked. Food
the Mediterranean (PRIMA), the Union for the  production requires
Mediterranean (UFM) and the Foundation for the use of water.
Euro-Mediterranean Women (FFEM) held the  Extracting, treating
workshop “Rural Women and the Challenges  and redistributing
of Water, Energy, Food, Ecosystems”: Water, water requires
Energy, Food, Ecosystems”, in the presence energy
of participants from Spain, France, Algeria, resources.
Tunisia, Lebanon and Spain.

The workshop aimed to deepen the
understanding of the NEXUS WEFE approach,
which refers to the importance of the
interconnectedness of water, energy, food
. - e
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Financial education for women and youth

innovative pedagogical tools for
safe networks, the development
of a training package in financial
education by incorporating top-
ics on digital financial education,
and strengthening networking
with national stakeholders such

as the Central Bank of Tunisia, the

CAWTAR'’s efforts to promote financial inclusion focus on

large populations of low-income and vulnerable people, in-
cluding women, who are unbanked or underbanked and ex-
cluded from the formal financial system. CAWTAR offers two
platforms to promote financial literacy for free: “ATIF”, cre-
ated in 2023, is the first free platform specialized in digital
financial services in Tunisia. The second platform, “AMWAL-
NA”, is a regional free platform that aims to promote finan-
cial inclusion for low-income people, especially women and
youth, by providing online training modules in the field of
financial education

A project on financial education on digital financial servic-
es in Tunisia has enabled more than 9,000 people, 83% of
whom are women, to be trained on the main concepts and
uses of digital financial services through the regional financial
education platform. A total of 387 face-to-face training ses-
sions were organized, increasing the knowledge level of ben-
eficiaries by 38%. This is in addition to the development of

Ministry of Finance, and financial
and non-financial institutions.

One of the main outputs of the
project is the creation of a na-
tional network of 25 financial lit-
eracy ambassadors, responsible
for ensuring the dissemination of
knowledge and good implemen-
tation at the national level. The
network of Financial Literacy Am-
bassadors was able to conduct
184 in-person training sessions
attended by 2,656 people (84%
women) who increased their
knowledge about digital financial
services by 3.54 points out of 10.

In partnership with AGFUND, the
Women’s Committee for Com-
munity Development in the Emir-
ate of Riyadh, and the Arab Open
University, Kawthar Center implemented a TOT on financial
education for 13 female and 4 male trainers. This training
course is a first preparatory stage for a training program for
Saudi Arabia that will be implemented at 2024. CAWTAR is
mainly interested in responding to the training needs of part-
ners and actors in the field, relying on the tools and mecha-
nisms it has accumulated and reinforced by its experience in
the field of financial inclusion in the Arab region and beyond.

Through its various women’s economic empowerment pro-
jects, CAWTAR aspires to provide models of good practices
and distinguished experiences in the field of enhancing
women'’s resilience, not only at the level of their economic
integration and their response to the requirements of the
labor market, but also their social integration and positive
adaptation to various economic and environmental changes,
as they are the most resilient element in achieving food se-
curity and preserving the right of future generations to the
sustainability of natural resources.
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Strengthening the entrepreneurship
environment for women

CAWTAR implements three regional projects aimed at
strengthening the entrepreneurship environment to be more
supportive of women’s participation. In 2023, the center
completed their implementation, contributing to supporting
partnership and cooperation between key players in the field
to further advance the status of women in the private sector.
Through the project Activating the Private Sector for Wom-
en’s Economic Rights in Egypt, Morocco and Tunisia, and
in cooperation with civil society organizations from Egypt
and Morocco, work was done to promote women’s status
and rights in private sector companies in Tunisia, Morocco
and Egypt. CAWTAR adopted a participatory approach that
brought together diverse actors: Micro, small, medium and
large enterprises, civil society organizations, media, to pro-
mote networking and exchange of expertise and experiences
in order to promote women’s economic empowerment.

Among the most important outputs of the project were the
development and adoption of a charter for equal opportu-
nities between women and men in work places, which was
adopted by 4 small business campagnies, the formulation and
implementation of an action plan for gender mainstreaming
in the work of 03 agricultural development groups, and the
implementation of awareness-raising and training activities
on women’s human rights, labor equality, and leadership
skills... CAWTAR also trained representatives of some institu-
tions and women business owners on transformative leader-
ship from a gender perspective, an online training that in-
volved 6 private sector organizations, in addition to contrib-
uting to promoting a safer environment for women working
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in the private sector through the adoption and widespread
promotion of the free mobile application “SAIFNESS” by two
banking institutions.

Through the Social Innovation in the Agri-Food Sector to Em-
power Women in the Mediterranean Basin project, CAWTAR
accompanied 35 women entrepreneurs and workers in the
agri-food sector in Tunisia, of whom 16 were able to start
individual or group projects and 12 were able to join private
companies as workers or employees.

The project enabled the creation of 34 new agri-food busi-
nesses in Palestine, Tunisia, Italy and Spain, and the integra-
tion of more than 100 women from Tunisia and Palestine into
the labor market. This was done through a training program
that included more than 600 hours of training in each part-
ner country, internships in specialized companies, and grant
funding that enabled them to start their own agri-food busi-
nesses. The beneficiaries also received networking and mar-
keting opportunities and participated in more than 10 spe-
cialized exhibitions at the national and local levels.

As part of the EBSOMED project, one of the main outputs of
the project was the network created to continue working to-
wards the sustainability of high value-added business sectors
and the dissemination of best practices in several areas in-
cluding digitalization, green transformation, business invest-
ment promotion and the role of digital in strengthening the
business ecosystem in the Mediterranean region.



income-generating projects through
the acquisition of tools for transpor-
tation of products, the installation
of a cassava grinding machine and
the creation of three workplaces for
women in Cote d’lvoire, consisting of
three cassava fields.

As part of the Economic Empower-
ment Project in Jordan, an aquacul-
ture project was launched in Al-Jadida
and Karak, the transformation and
commercialization of local agricultur-

al products in Mafraq, and the trans-
formation of marine products under
the Department of Environmental
Protection and Blue Economy. As part
of the project, productive kitchens
were set up for a number of women
beneficiaries in Karak in their homes,
whose products are sold to shops.

In Tunisia, three women’s artisanal
and agricultural groups from Gafsa
(south) and Nabeul (north) governo-
rates were supported and their ca-
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pacities strengthened to help them
publicize their products and find new
prospects for their promotion at the
national and international level. CAW-
TAR ‘s training and accompaniment
activities enabled the beneficiaries
to receive important orders as well
as invitations to participate in exhibi-
tions outside Tunisia, and to establish
strategic partnerships with support-
ive structures, including the Ministry
of Agriculture, which provided them
with a shop to sell their products.

Launching community development projects for
better participation of women

——

AR

UTAIM

Through a partnership project with the German
Agency for Technical Cooperation (GTZ), the CAW-
TAR Center, in cooperation with municipalities and
civil society organizations in 06 interior regions
of Tunisia, is accompanying about 100 women in
vulnerable situations to launch 8 community de-
velopment projects (07 economic projects and 1
social project).

These projects aimed at strengthening the capaci-
ties and knowledge of women about the green
economy and ecological transition, promoting the
integration of autistic children in social life and
educational institutions, and strengthening the ca-
pacities of interveners on mechanisms to accom-
pany future entrepreneurs.

The project has attracted the attention of a num-
ber of stakeholders, such as employment offices,
which have joined this local dynamic in order to
promote the sustainability of the projects under-
way.
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Women's economic empowerment a central
pillar of CGAWTAR's orientation strategy

The center works on implementing projects related to financial inclusion, encouraging the investment
environment and launching income-generating economic initiatives, given their importance in
addressing the challenges of women’s unemployment, eradicating poverty and achieving sustainable
development. The implementation of these projects has been characterized by strengthening local
dynamism, directly involving women beneficiaries, civil society organizations, local authorities, and
the media. CAWTAR’s efforts in these areas have led to significant results on more than one level.

What distinguishes these projects is the synergies that CAWTAR is keen to create between them
in order to achieve greater efficiency in the results achieved. It is also related to the fact that the
implementation of these projects has evolved according to a path chosen by CAWTAR, which is to focus
first on accumulating knowledge on various issues related to women’s economic participation, and
then to design other projects aimed at building capacities and enhancing women’s access to decent
work opportunities and economic initiatives and projects, until the implementation of economic
projects that are more responsive to the requirements of social inclusion and climate change and
more oriented towards the green and circular economy in order to enhance women’s resilience to
various economic, social and environmental challenges.

Improving the

conditions of women

in vuinerahle
situations and
promoting their

economic inclusion

During 2023, CAWTAR implemented five
projects, all aimed at improving the con-
ditions of women in vulnerable situations
through initiatives
and activities and community develop-
ment projects for more than 450 wom-
en in Jordan, Tunisia, Senegal and Cote
d’lvoire. These projects were implement-
ed with the support of international and

regional organizations active in the field

income-generating
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of economic empowerment and
in partnership with highly experi-
enced development actors.

These projects relied on strength-
ening women’s capacities in tech-
nical fields such as hairdressing,
cosmetology, sewing and the trans-
formation of agricultural products.
Within the framework of women’s

6

economic empowerment projects

in Cote d’lvoire, 70 women were
provided with a complete set of
sewing, hairdressing and beauty
machines, tools and supplies to
start producing, marketing and
providing services individually or in
small groups of beneficiaries. In ad-
dition, 100 women were provided

with an agricultural environment for



CAWTAR and the Islamic
Development Bank

Under the auspices of AGFUND, the Islamic
DevelopmentBank (IDB)and CAWTAR discussed
ways to strengthen strategic partnership and
collaboration to support women’s issues at the
local level in the Arab region and beyond. Food
security and climate change were among the
topics of common interest that were the focus
of the discussions.

Five new partnership agreements within the Arab Network
for Gender and Development (ANGED)

To ensure the durability of its Arab Network for Gender
and Development (ANGED), CAWTAR promotes the
involvement of its members in the various projects
and programs it implements. Whether it is research,
training, awareness-raising, or advocacy, members
have a variety of contributions that support Cawtar’s
efforts.

Thisyear, more than 200 of the more than 600 members
(institutions and individuals) actively participated in
the Center’s various activities and programs.

As part of the network, in 2023, CAWTAR signed five
partnership agreements with “Hand bu Hand” for
Economic Empowerment and Entrepreneurship, the
“Center for Women'’s Programs in Palestinian Camps
and Settlement Areas” in Jordan, “Stop SIDA” from
Mauritania, “Media for Children” from Sudan, and
“Al-Manassa Media” from Irag. members of these
organizations benefited from online trainings through
CAWTAR’s online e-learning platform.
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Strategic partnerships to promote the
inclusive empowerment of women and girls

CAWTAR believes that there is a growing need for innovative approaches and lasting
partnerships to scale up efforts to empower women economically, socially and politically.

Strategic partnerships between different actors in the field of women’s
empowerment,gender equality and sustainable development allow them to leverage
the best of different actors’ knowledge, skills, expertise and resources to achieve better
efficiency in programs and accelerate the achievement of planned results.

In accordance with this vision, no program or project of CAWTAR without one or more
partners in design, implementation, funding, and follow-up. The year 2023 witnessed
the conclusion of partnership agreements as well as several discussions with strategic
partners in order to strengthen joint development work.

CAWTAR and Tunisian’s Ministry of Family,
Women, Children and the Elderly

Strengthening bilateral cooperation was the focus of a meeting & L i 1
between the Minister of Family, Women, Children and the Elderly o 1&

and the Executive Director of the CAWTAR Center on January 09, ERR R
2023 at the Ministry’s headquarters.

The meeting was an opportunity to review existing cooperation
and highlight future joint programs. The meeting emphasized the
importance of strengthening cooperation in the fields of economic
and social empowerment of women and girls and combating all
forms of discrimination and violence against women.

CAWTAR and the League of Arab States

On September 30, 2023 in Tunis, CAWTAR and the Social Affairs
sector of the League of Arab States signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) to deepen cooperation and coordination to
empower women and girls in the Arab region. The MoU’s action
plan includes activities targeting economic empowerment and
financial literacy for women and girls in the Arab region.

Under the MoU, the Women’s Department of the Social Affairs
Sector of the League of Arab States and CAWTAR will work to
achieve their common goals in the fields of research, training and
advocacy to promote gender equality at all levels.
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good governance. In this context, CAWTAR targets
women in vulnerable situations, especially in light of
the frequency of wars and conflicts and the risks of
climate change and their heavier repercussions on
women.

This is especially important in order to achieve an
impact towards improving the living conditions of
the most vulnerable social groups, especially in light
of the slow implementation of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development and the slow realization
of the expected results as the evaluation deadlines
approach, as well as the accelerated deterioration
of economic, social and environmental conditions in
the world in general and the Arab region in particular,
the consequences of dangerous climate change, the
continuation and renewal of wars and conflicts, and
the increase in the number of victims of conflict,
forms of violence, migration and asylum, especially
among women and girls..

Believing in the importance of achieving a better
positioning at the Arab, regional and international
levels, the Center is keen to enhance its strategic
outreach through its institutional mechanisms,
especially its Arab Network for Gender and
Development (ANGED). In this regard, 2023 marked
the Center’s presence at major UN, international and
regional events dealing with women and development
issues. It participated in the annual meeting of the
United Nations Commission on the Status of Women,
lectured at climate change forums (with the League
of Arab States, the Arab Gulf Fund for Development,
and the Arab Network of NGOs) it attended various
international and regional meetings, notably those
organized by the Islamic Development Bank, the
Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia,
the Arab Administrative Development Organization,
the Francophone Network for Equality between
Men and Women, the Organization for International
Cooperation and Development, and the Union for the
Mediterranean.

This year also witnessed the implementation of
research programs and activities in partnership
and cooperation with a number of universities and
academies in the Arab region and beyond, such as
the University of Jordan, Leopold Senghor University
in Alexandria (Egypt), universities belonging to the
Francophone University Agency (AUF), and Columbia
University.

Thanks to these partnerships and the efforts of
CAWTAR staff and members of its Arab Network for
Gender and Development (ANGED), many projects
were successfully completed, others were initiated
and continued, and funding was sought for new
projects that are at the core of the Center’s strategic
plan and respond to the constant changes that
directly affect the conditions of women and girls.
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Dr. Soukeina Bouraoui

Executive Director

he year 2023 marked the first year of the five-

year strategic plan 2023-2027, which was

designed by the Center for Arab Women for
Training and Research (CAWTAR) using a participatory
approach and based on the vision of the sustainable
development agenda and the priorities of international
conferences and climate change conferences. It is
also based on the constant change of the status and
rights of women and girls in the Arab region.

The year 2023 was filled with many important events
and activities, perhaps the most distinguished of
which was the visit of the President of CAWTAR’s
Board of Trustees and the launch of the Center
of Excellence for Financial Literacy. The visit of
Prince Abdulaziz bin Talal, President of AGFUND and
President of the Board of Trustees of CAWTAR to the
Center’s headquarters was a landmark event for the
entire team, as His Royal Highness was briefed on the
progress of the Center’s programs and projects in the
Arab region and beyond.

During this visit, the official launch of the Center
of Excellence for Financial Education was also
announced. It is the result of many years of continuous
work during which CAWTAR accumulated its training
and knowledge in the field, and strengthened its
position as a service provider to the most important
actors in financial education, such as the Central
Bank of Tunisia.

CAWTAR continued to focus on the most important
areas of his expertise, namely the production of
specialized scientific knowledge that is in line with
the priorities related to women’s issues and their
situation. For example, a study on violence against
women and girls with audiovisual disabilities was
completed, the first of its kind in the Arab region in
terms of the subject matter studied. There are very
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few studies related to women with disabilities
in general, and there are still no studies related
to women with hearing and visual disabilities in
particular. The preparation of CAWTAR’s eighth
Arab Women Development Report AWDR is also
witnessing significant progress, which is centered
on the topic of women and the challenges of
digitization after the coronavirus pandemic.

The topic of digitization has not only been the focus
of the center’s researches and studies, but CAWTAR
is working to make digitization a mechanism to
reduce the vulnerability of women and to reduce
the gaps that still exists, which have multiplied as a
result of the health pandemic. In line with this vision,
CAWTAR continues to enrich and update its digital
platform for e-learning with content in line with
the requirements of digitization and in providing its
expertise in the field to regional and national partner
institutions.

CAWTAR is increasingly strengthening its
interventions at the local level in order to ensure
the sustainability of the results achieved from
its various programs and projects. It is keen on
documenting experiences and good practices and
drawing lessons from the field. CAWTAR attaches
importance to disseminating and replicating these
practices so that they become models of political,
social and economic empowerment, and help sustain
the progress achieved for women’s status. This
has allowed CAWTAR to accumulate considerable
experience in the field.

We have become convinced that the only way to
confront international challenges is to turn more
and more to the local level and seek to create a local
dynamic that is supportive and inclusive of women’s
participation in leadership, decision-making and
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