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Tunisian female parliamentarians face multifaceted forms of political digital violence on
Facebook, ranging from ridicule, disparagement, and defamation to threats, bullying, and
gender-based hate speech. Within this context, the digital sphere—particularly social media—
has mutated from a presumed arena for free political expression and egalitarian public

participation into a fFertile ground fFor the exercise of political digital violence.

This study aims to analyze the phenomenon of digital violence targeted at Tunisian female
parliamentarians on Facebook, with a specific focus on how this violence is reproduced within
the discourse of some female deputies themselves, transforming their accounts into unsafe

communicative spaces.

The research is structured around inquiries seeking to understand how these parliamentarians
confront digital political violence. It begins by testing the possibility of a structural shift in the
patterns of violence prior to the political changes of July 25, 2021; specifically, the transition
from an ‘ideological-partisan’ nature governed by traditional political axis conflicts, to an
‘institutional and Functional’ violence that targets women's participation and their standing

within the parliament.

Furthermore, this study investigates the dialectical relationship between the physical and
digital spheres, examining whether digital violence is an extension of physical violence, or
conversely, whether the physical field produces digital violence that subsequently expands
to fuel real-world practices. However, the study does not aim to pinpoint the initial ‘spark’ of
violence or resolve the debate regarding the precedence of one over the other within the cycle

of violent practice.

Political Digital Violence - Tunisian Female Parliamentarians - Political Communication - Social

Media - Digital Populism.
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