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This is apart from the structural obsta-
cles caused by discriminatory practices,
social barriers, low access to education
and training, family responsibilities in-
compatible with political action, partici-
pation in public life, lack of financial re-
sources and solidarity network.

“CAWTARYAT”: you worked with Caw-
tar on a project that allowed the es-
tablishment of a poultry farm for 70
women, as well as training on financial
education, gender, development, lead-
ership change and reproductive health
... and advocacy. What is the impact of
this project on these women and their
families? To what extent has it contrib-
uted to the development and improve-
ment of the capacity of rural women?

Our impact measurement study re-
vealed positive impacts of the project
on the lives of the direct beneficiaries,
as well as on their families and the com-
munity.

In general, the project has contributed
to the realization of signs of empower-
ing women that will need to be further
strengthened and developed.

Their training allowed them to be ready
enough to start their own businesses
and assume leadership roles in the fam-
ily and society. 93% of the women who
benefited from the project confirmed
the decline of violence against them in
various forms: marital, physical, sexual,
economic, psychological, etc. They also
noted the decrease of conflicts within
their families and the establishment of
good relationships in their place and
therefore they improved their self-es-
teem.

The majority of women (86 per cent)
found that they had better control of
their reproductive health and the health
of their children and commit to regular
health monitoring for themselves and
their children.

They found they had easy access to fi-
nancial institutions, with 62% affirming
that they found it easier to obtain fund-
ing from institutions, as stated by the
high level of credibility towards them,
while 38% believe that it is difficult to
access loans because of the inappropri-
ate funding conditions and high interest
rates.

In general, the better outlook has
changed for women who benefit direct-
ly from the project within their families
and in society.

Domestic violence has declined, wom-
en’s self-confidence has increased, and
they are more responsive to their needs
and the needs of their children.

There has also been marked improve-
ment in the level of environmental man-
agement and improved performance of
auxiliary structures.

This is in addition to the improvement in
the level of job creation for women and
youth, and the ability to obtain loans
from MFIs.

CAWTARYAT: To ensure the success of
this project, your association has chosen
to mobilize civil society and media, and
to create multiple partnerships. What is
your goal? And what is the added value
of this strategic choice?

This is absolutely true. Developing a good
advocacy strategy requires strong mobi-
lization; secondly, this pilot project can
serve as a pilot project for other CSOs; and
there is need to share good experiences.

It is also important to pay tribute to the
important technical follow-up undertaken
by the partner throughout the implemen-
tation of this project, namely the CAWTAR
Center. This is a stimulating fact and allows
for rectification of shortcomings.

We have expanded our partnership with
other organizations to overcome difficul-
ties that cannot be supported by funding.

The partnership with the Ministry of Ani-
mal Resources and Livestock has enabled
technical training and technical support,
besides the support of CAWTAR and the
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Arab Bank for Economic Development
in Africa and thanks to corporate social
responsibility, oil company “TOTAL” in
Senegal provided up with solar panels to
lighten the site...

CAWTARYAT: you just talked about the
importance of sharing good experienc-
es. Can you tell us the most important
lessons learnt, the main challenges and
the success indicators of this project?

The importance of choosing this area,
and the strategy adopted by the WiLDAF
Association for the implementation of
this pilot initiative, which can be repli-
cated in other areas, has allowed us to
draw many lessons learnt: the establish-
ment of a revolving credit fund from the
sale of poultry and eggs allowed women
to diversify their initiatives and therefore
helped empower them economically.

atwowawa.ong
facehook.com/atasreqional

The purchase of two chariots and two
horses enabled to keep women'’s trans-
portation costs and develop them in
other activities. In addition, the impor-
tance of technical support and follow-
up of the project has been evident in
avoiding many mistakes throughout the
implementation period, especially the
first period.

The expansion of the partnership al-
lowed meeting a number of needs not
initially taken into account by the pro-
ject, not to mention the fact that the
poultry sector is considered a promising
sector. During the implementation of a
pilot project, we must always have the
ability to find promising alternative so-
lutions to overcome difficulties that may
arise at any time @.
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Today, there are still differences in formal
and informal employment because of the
socio-cultural criteria that limit women'’s
choices and their ability to truly integrate
into the country’s economic fabric.

Indeed, gender non-official norms, tradi-
tions and beliefs continue to govern gen-
der relations and affect the attitudes and
perceptions of gender roles.

There are increasing inconsistencies be-
tween the main social roles that women
play and their limited decision-making
capacity in economic governance (e.g.,
the male-dominated offices of People’s
Councils, despite the Parity Act), limited
access to resources, property and trans-
fer of property, as well as the protection
of their physical and psychological integ-
rity against all forms of violence in the
context of economic activity.

Regarding the respect for women'’s rights,
obstacles still hinder women’s enjoyment
of their rights on an equal footing with
men, despite the existence of an impor-
tant legislative arsenal and the adoption
of many laws in favor of women, such as
the Nationality and Equality Act, the Re-
productive Health Act and the Law on Vio-
lence against Women...And also despite
Senegal’s ratification of most of the inter-
national and UN conventions on women.

At present, it is necessary to refer to
some discriminatory legal provisions
against women and young girls, such as
the minimum age for marriage, which is
set at 16 years for girls and 18 for boys;
the choice of place of residence which
exclusively falls on the husband; the fa-
ther’s exercise of authority as the head
of the family and many more...
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“CAWTARYAT: Women in Law and De-
velopment in Africa is working to estab-
lish an appropriate culture for the ex-
ercise and respect of women’s rights in
Africa. Based on your experience, how
can women’s economic empowerment
lead to the empowerment of women at
all levels?

To achieve the expected changes for
women, their economic empowerment
must be at the heart of strategies to
build dynamic and confederate econo-
mies.

Substantial progress in tackling gender
inequality demonstrates the effective-
ness of sustainable policies that benefit
all, especially in our developing coun-
tries, where women make up more than
60 per cent of the illiterate. Women must
continue to overcome obstacles to access
public services, social protection, decent
jobs, markets and institutions ... This is
through vocational and technical educa-
tion and training.

| am still convinced that development
cannot be achieved if 50 per cent of the
population concerned, i.e. women, is ex-
cluded from the opportunities that can
be offered by development.

In addition, it is noted that the number
of female-headed households is grow-
ing rapidly in rural areas as a result of
male displacements due to lack of jobs
and lack of income-generating activities.
This makes 70% of agricultural produc-
tion dependent on women, but they
find it difficult to access land, property
and production factors. There is, how-
ever, room for hope thanks to the new
agrarian reform.
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As a result, even with the progress made,
challenges remain in the 12 critical areas
of concern identified in the Beijing Plat-
form for Action more than 20 years later.

Among these challenges is the creation
of an enabling environment for the over-
all and equitable economic development
of women.

The issues of women’s empowerment
appear to be a prerequisite for develop-
ment and the treatment of gender in-
equality, where sub-Saharan Africa is at
the highest level globally.

Another obstacle is banks’ reluctance to
grant loans to women because of the
lack of women'’s capital to carry out their
projects and their inability to access and
control land-based production sources,
particularly in rural areas.

In Senegal, women'’s access to land and
property remains extremely low. It is true
that in Africa, 70% of agricultural produc-
tion depends on women, but they have
only 2% of the land.

The magnitude of the paradoxes is clear if
we know that women produce between
60 and 80 per cent of food in most devel-
oping countries and are responsible for
half of the world’s food production.

The rates of representation remain very
mixed, especially with the lack of a clear
link between the economic situation
and women’s presence in the govern-
ing bodies. There is a progress resulting
from the application of the Equal Status
Act, but is offset by a society not con-
ducive to strengthening women'’s lead-
ership.



Mariame Coulibaly: President of Women in Law
and Development’s Organization in africa, Senegal

Development can't he achieved as;long

women are excluded from opportunities

Ms.
of Women

Mariame Coulibaly is the President
in Law and Development’s

Organization in Africa, Senegal, the partner
of “CAWTAR” in the implementation of the
poultry farm and egg production project.

CAWTARYAT had the following interview with

her on the project:

CAWTARYAT: Can you give us a clear
idea of the economic, political and so-
cial conditions of Senegalese women?
As well as the situation of rural women
there?

Senegal has early recognized the impor-
tance of integrating women into the pro-
cess of economic and social development.
This has led to the establishment of legal
and institutional mechanisms that take
into account the special needs of women.

From the legal point of view, the ques-
tion of the recognition of the right to
development of Senegalese women
was reflected in the provisions of the
January 2001 Constitution and some
relevant legislation.

At the institutional level, the willingness
of the authorities to establish a mecha-
nism responsible for issues relating to
the advancement of women came very
early. To this end, many of the projects
and programs implemented have had
an impact on the living conditions of
women in various areas.

On the issue of the economic empower-
ment of women, the Government and
civil society organizations were willing to
make significant progress. Initiatives for
women’s access to credit, functional lit-
eracy, family grants, grain banks and sup-
port for agriculture have already been
implemented ... Efforts have also been
made to draft laws on women’s access

to land and access to credit, especially for
women heads of family.

However, while most agricultural activi-
ties are carried out by women, the latter
have limited access to land as a result of
discriminatory practices. Women are still
seen as fragile and ineffective in develop-
ment.

In addition, women in agriculture, the
dominant source of employment and live-
lihoods, are often confined to precarious
working conditions with low productivity
and low incomes.

“CAWTARYAT”: And what is the reason in
your opinion?

For the most part, this is due to several fac-
tors, the most important of which is the high
illiteracy rate among women that reaches
60 per cent of illiterates in the overall popu-
lation and 70 per cent in rural areas.
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This is added to the lack of attention to
women’s strategic interests, the poor
evaluation of non-market work for wom-
en, poor women’s participation in public
life and their participation in decision-
making, and the persistence of renewed
credit that impoverishes women ... Today,
gender mainstreaming in policies and
programs remains inadequate; despite
the efforts of policy makers.

In some areas, women still die from child-

birth and their reproductive health is not

taken into account. It is therefore neces-

sary to improve vocational and technical
training for women and to ensure that
girls complete their studies and opt for
promising scientific fields and this issue
is still a problem.

To better explain this point, it is enough
to tell you that Senegalese women con-
tribute 80 percent to the creation of
wealth, but they very little access fac-
tors of production and enjoy and con-
trol these resources.

Gender justice policies, which are all

implemented under dominant patriar-
chal authority, still make women fragile
and vulnerable to poverty.

The Senegal Plan and the Third Decentrali-
zation Act, which have become the theo-
retical frame of reference, do not clearly
mention how to address the social and cul-
tural issues in the medium and long term
for comprehensive growth in Senegal.
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While, because of their
overall role in society,
women in general and rural
women in particular must
improve their traditional
knowledge by building
their capacity in all areas of
knowledge.

Building the capacity of
rural women will empower
them in the sense of
increasing knowledge and capacity to
participate, negotiate and influence.

Training will inevitably enable
them to access information, to
avoid marginalization through

participation, to have organizational
capacity and thus to be responsible
citizens.

For example, from our field
experience, it follows that the need
that most often appears during basic
project studies is literacy. But with
technology and mobile
phones, women want to
be able to read and write
in order to make phone
calls and read messages
so as to maintain their
privacy.

In a previous project
on the empowerment
of rural women in the
Danané Department,
good practices were
recorded following the
capacity-building of
women beneficiaries.

This included the transfer of skills
acquired in agricultural techniques
by a female trainee to her husband
and their application in their fields,
enabling better productivity.

Another example is a change in
the behavior of a man who used to
harass and beat his wife in front of
people, but by raising his awareness
of the dangers of his acts he stopped
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these practices and helped his wife in
many household chores.

Another woman obtained her right to
inheritance of the land, thanks to the
community’s awareness of the rights
of women.

Another woman was able to serve as
village leader following awareness-
raising activities on leadership and
participation in public and political
life...

These examples show that training
makes women an indispensable
human capital.

Ultimately,  training not  only
contributes to building the capacity
of rural women and improving their
living conditions and well-being, but
also to the development of society as
a whole.

CAWTARYAT: How do you evaluate
the partnership with CAWTAR and
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how do you plan in your
organization to build on this
partnership to serve rural
women in Cote d’lvoire?

Although the project started
a short time ago, we believe
that the approach by CAWTAR
is very interesting. This is
illustrated by the following
points: before starting the
project, we benefited from
our participation in events
organized by CAWTAR Center in Tunis,
enabling us to meet with a number
of associations that have already
implemented similar projects.

This exchange allowed us to review
our implementation strategy,
especially at the level of income-
generating activities.

In addition, | received a visit from
the project coordinator of CAWTAR
and held a workshop with the group
to ensure a good start. He answered
our questions and explained
many points and issues. He
also visited the village and
met with the women who
benefited from the project
and listened to their needs
and aspirations directly.

The proximity policy
adopted by CAWTAR with
its implementing partners
allows for expecting the
potential  difficulties  that
may arise during the project
implementation and therefore
better preparing for them.

In addition, the project coordinator
can be contacted directly by phone,
allowing for real-time consultation
on developments in  project
implementation.

We are sure that this partnership
will certainly contribute to achieving
the project results and will lead to
better living conditions for women
in Saliblu @



socially, culturally, economically
and politically.

At the moment, the main
achievement of the project since
its actual launch in April 2018 is
the mobilization of the women’s
community and other members
of the Saliblu community
around the project following
its official launch in the village
by CAWTAR Center, besides
the better organization of the
women’s community, through
the establishment of a follow-up
committee for local activities.

In addition, women and girls
in Saliblu have improved their
knowledge of farming and
poultry production techniques
through training.

The local community has become
more aware of the rights of women
and children and the risks and
consequences of gender-based
violence, thanks to continued
education on these issues.

“CAWTARYAT: based on your
experience, how can women’s
economic empowerment lead to
the empowerment of women at all
levels?”

Gender inequalities are based on
the differentiation between the
roles of men and women. Indeed,
in Cote d’lvoire, as in many other
societies around the world,
women play a reproductive role,
which is less valuable, while men
have a productive role and thus
have economic power through his
ownership of production factors
and means. As a result, men
assume more responsibility than
women in society and those rely on
the father or husband.

This may be one of the reasons why
boys are more educated than girls
in many African societies where
school is a social and economic
success factor.

For the same reasons, in most African
societies, only men have the right to
inherit and run family inheritance.

However, field experience in this area
shows that women with economic
power, both in rural and urban areas,
have an impact on decision-making
in their environment.

For example, as illustrated by
some rural women’s economic
empowerment projects at the
family level, women’s participation
in children’s education, health care
and family needs helps improve the
nature of the relationship between
men and women.

Women have shown greater interest
than husbands in involving them in
decision-making because of their
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financial contributionto household
expenses.

Women with economic
independence can acquire many
properties, including factors and
means of production through
procurement or other forms,
because property rights are
guaranteed to all. Economic
empowerment  gives women
access to basic social services.

Indeed, women’s economic em-
powerment can develop relations
between men and women by
moving from women’s subordina-
tion to gender equality, with the
support of the political will to en-
force laws and legislation.

CAWTARYAT: One of the main
components of the project
is the training of women
beneficiaries not only technically,
but also in terms of human
rights, reproductive health and
financial literacy. In your opinion,
how much does the training
contribute to the development
of rural women’s capacities and
the improvement of their living
conditions and their well-being?

It is a very important question. |
would like to add here: How can
women adopt a project that will lead
them to change their attitudes and
ideas without training? How can they
ensure their sustainability without
training? How can they innovate in
their environment without training?
And how can they realize their rights
and get out of the cycle of ignorance
and exclusion without training?

Rural women usually find themselves
in the circle of all challenges: health,
hygiene, child-rearing, day-to-day
home management, community life,
etc.

However, most women are illiterate
and their knowledge does not
exceed the limits of experimentation
or observation.
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The living conditions of rural
women here are not interesting.
From urban to rural areas, women’s
living conditions are worsening. In
fact, gender inequalities are more
pronounced inrural areas, preventing
women from enjoying good living
conditions. In Cote d’lvoire, rural
people account for 59 percent of the
total population. The rural poverty
rate is 62.5 percent, 63.6 percent
of whom are women, due to many
different reasons.

In fact, the main income-generating
activity in rural areas is agriculture in
two forms: the first is the exploitation
of crops destined for export (coffee,
cocoa, rubber, palm oil, etc.) and the
second is the production of food.

This activity accounts for 85 percent
of the agricultural population and is
dominated by women by 90 percent.
But these women work in difficult
circumstances, because production
techniques have not developed
sufficiently and remain primitive.

Women are also unable to own
land in most Ivorian communities,
especially in areas where the
patriarchal system is practiced in
the west of the country, where
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succession is granted to men. Rural
women therefore remain in a state
of financial and economic instability,
coupled with ignorance of rights and
lack of training and awareness due
to the high rate of illiteracy among
women.

Therefore, the lack of information,
training and financial resources make
women’s access to social services very
low.

In addition, field data indicate that
gender-based violence in all its forms
is still rampant in local communities.

“CAWTARYAT”: in partnership with
Cawtar, you are implementing
a project on the economic
empowerment of women and girls
through income-generating activities
for the processing and marketing of
agricultural products. Can you give us
an idea of the project, its objectives,
its key achievements so far, and the
major challenges it may face?

The Economic Empowerment Project
for Women and Girls in Saliblu in
Danané, the western Department
of Cote d’lvoire, is based on income-
generating activities on two fronts:
on the one hand, increasing women’s
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income, and on the other, behavioral
change of society towards respecting
the rights of women and children and
combating gender-based violence in
the village.

The strategy to increase women’s
income is to help women by providing
plant and animal production
equipment for income-generating
activities: chicken production, palm
oil production, vegetable production
and food production.

In order to change societal attitudes
and practices towards the promotion
of women’s rights, the strategy
adopted is to educate rural society
as a whole so that they will be not
only aware of the rights of women
and children, but also respect them
and struggle against various forms of
gender-based violence.

Consequently, this society will evolve
towards acceptance of the principle of
gender equality. The aim of this project
is to bring about a significant change
within the “Saliblu” community by:
creating wealth for women to improve
their living conditions and supporting
a new perspective for women that
will allow them to participate fully
in the development of the village



Roland Adja

Executive Director, National Organization for Children,
Women and Family (ONEF) in Cote d’lvoire

We work for the behavioral change of
society towards respect women’s rights

36 per cent, as well as the denial of
women’s rights, including the right
to inherit and excluding them from
running family assets, denying their
participation in public and political
life and access to basic social services
(education, health, justice, etc.) as
well as factors of production.

The National Organization for Children, Women and Family in Cote
d’lvoire is an important structure in the promotion and development
of women'’s position.

It has considerable experience and knowledge of women’s situation
in Cote d’lvoire and the local specificities of the Ilvorian community.
Since its launch in 1994, the organization has been able to develop
numerous initiatives to promote gender equality and to defend and
respect women and children’s rights.

One of these initiatives is a project for the economic empowerment
of rural women, implemented by the organization on an initiative of
«CAWTAR» Center in the area of «Processing and Marketing of Local
Agricultural Products and Poultry Breeding in the village of Saliblu.»

Mr. Roland Adja, Executive Director of the Organization tells
us about the project, the conditions of women in Cote d’lvoire
and the most important challenges and opportunities under the
tripartite partnership FAO, CAWTAR and the Arab Bank for Economic
Development in Africa.

CAWTARYAT: We do not know much
about the situation and conditions of
women in African countries. Can you
give us a clear idea of the economic,
political and social conditions of
women in Cote d’lvoire? As well as
the situation of rural women there?

Women in Coéte d’lvoire are not
fully appreciated and their role and
contribution to development is even
ignored.Ingeneral,genderinequalities
profoundly affect the situation of
women in the country. If we look at
the economic situation, more than
48 percent of the Ivorian population
is poor, about one in two, i.e. half of
the population. Of these, the poorest
are women. This is explained by the

underrepresentation of women
in the modern labor sector,
where their presence does
not exceed 12 per cent.

At the social level,
gender inequalities
and increased poverty
expose women to
many situations that
are harmful to their
lives and violate
their dignity, such as
the persistence of
sexual violence in
all its forms and the
prevalence of female
genital mutilation
(FGM) at the rate of



the effects of the ten-year armed conflict affecting land
ownership.

Women find themselves on the margins of the agricultural
economy, although they work in land conservation and
farm maintenance.

If we look at the presence of women at the governmental
level, the current Ivorian government includes 7 women
out of 41 ministers, and the share of women in the
National Assembly does not exceed 11 per cent.

At the social level, many phenomena, such as early and
forced marriage, as well as female genital mutilation and
non-participation in decision-making, are still common in
rural areas.

Health services in remote areas are almost unknown in
many villages in Coéte d’lvoire, especially in the north,
center and west from the time of the armed conflict.

“CAWTARYAT”: In partnership with Cawtar, you have
launched a project for the benefit of rural women,
what are its main components and added value?

With the support of CAWTAR, the Federation of
Development Non-Governmental Organizations has
received funding from the African Bank to train widows
and divorced women heads of family so as to achieve
their economic and financial independence.

We have chosen the areas of sewing and hairdressing after
research and study because they are less burdensome
and easier to implement compared with some projects
related to the land and its ownership.

The project will make women truly financiallyindependent
thanks to their knowledge of sewing or hairdressing.

Challenges rest in the success of the project, especially
during the first months. A large number of women have
expressed their desire to benefit from the project that will
actually target only 40 women. It is therefore both a source
of hope and fear. The hope is that there would be subsequent
stages of integrating these women into the project and the
fear that they would not be able to benefit from it.

These reactions are linked to the importance of economic
empowerment as the first step towards all other forms of
empowerment.

The current beneficiaries of the project have great
confidenceintheirability to shoulder their responsibilities
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and cover their food and housing needs. As long as these
basic living issues are resolved, women will consider
enrolling their daughter in school, seek to participate in
the decision-making process, will be appreciated thanks
to their financial strength and will be treated as active
and influential players in their economic environment.

We are therefore firmly convinced that every
empowerment process that begins with the economic
dimension will be successful.

“CAWTARYAT”: You made local authorities and the
media from among the parties involved in the project.
What role do you expect from both?

We have involved local authorities to promote the
project in the environment of women beneficiaries
and their native local communities. This has pushed
the administration to back the project and boosted the
support for families, who in turn encourage beneficiaries
to follow all the stages of the project.

As for the participation of the media, they have
contributed to the project’s broad definition, beyond
small communities and had a national dimension.

They have also created a wave of support for women
beneficiaries. The media also contributed to introducing
“CAWTAR” Center and its work areas and strengthened
the position of the Arab Bank for Economic Development
in Africa as a bank that also intervenes for social
empowerment.

“CAWTARYAT”: at which level did you benefit from
the partnership with the Center of Arab Women for
Training and Research (CAWTAR) and the Arab Bank for
Economic Development in Africa?

The Federation of Development Non-Governmental
Organizations has already selected the best practices of
the “CAWTAR” Center in terms of project management.
We believe that the presence of partners such as the
Arab Bank for Economic Development in Africa and the
CAWTAR Center are imposing significant results and
experiences on us.

| believe that we can make the beneficiaries of the
project models for economic empowerment. Moreover,
the Federation of Development Non-Governmental
Organizations can help identify associations on which
CAWTAR can rely to implement projects for women, girls
and mothers in other parts of the country where women’s
expectations and needs are already high @
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with the economic
dimension will have a
chance of success.

The Federation of Development Non-governmental
Organizations in Cote d’lvoire, partner of “CAWTAR”, in
the project “Empowerment of women heads of family
and girls in the region of Dabou through sewing and
hairdressing activities,” is a federation bringing together
non-governmental organizations, cooperative companies,
associations and development cooperatives in Cote d’lvoire.

It works to promote agricultural development,
modernize handicrafts and protect the environment
and sustainable development.

Italsotrainsandrehabilitates women and girlsto achieve
their economic empowerment, the consolidation of
human rights and freedoms, as well as the promotion
of the values of solidarity and social solidarity.

President of the Federation, Mr. Satigui Kone, gave us
this interview to talk about the empowerment of women
and girls in the region of Dabou through sewing and
hairdressing activities that started in 2018. It supports
the economic empowerment of rural women.
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“CAWTARYAT”: What are the most important
difficulties and obstacles facing women in Coéte
d’lvoire today?

Coéte d’lvoire has a population of 22 million, 49 per
cent of whom are women. Unfortunately, illiteracy
among women is 67% throughout the country and
rises to 78% in rural areas.

To this day, women cannot access arable land, which
is usually the property of their families. Despite the
promulgation of the Land Law, traditions and social
practices have had a significant impact, compounded by
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Dr. Soukeina Bouraoui
Executive Director

he situation of rural women in many African countries is very different from that of most Arab

countries, where levels of community participation and economic independence are limited, as are

the exercise of rights, access to resources and opportunities, and the development of the needed
skills to engage in various dimensions of development.

It is well known that women in many African countries suffer from poverty, illiteracy and low participation
in the economic cycle.

Women, especially the rural, find it difficult to access the means of production, land ownership, access
to social services, and access to loans. This is added to the effects of political instability, the impact of
conflict and war, the continuing repercussions of economic crises, and other problems and obstacles
affecting the environment in which women live.

The experience of economic empowerment of women in Senegal and Céte d’lvoire, launched by
“CAWTAR” center since 2016, adds quality to the Center’s accumulated experiences. It is also a new
challenge, in which “CAWTAR?” built its expertise in women’s economic empowerment.

This was thanks to the support of the Arab Bank for Economic Development in Africa (BADEA) and the
Islamic Development Bank (ISDB) and local partners in the two countries benefiting from this initiative.

The income-generating projects launched by the Center deep into the Senegalese countryside and which
it completed during two consecutive years, as well as the projects being implemented in the rural areas
of Coéte d’lvoire, contribute to provide opportunities for women to participate economically and therefore
to improve their living conditions and their families. They equally contribute to value local agricultural
products and the ability to transform them locally by women and especially raising their awareness and
their local community’s about their rights and ways to enjoy and exercise, as well as openness to the
principles of human rights and citizenship.

CAWTAR believes that economic empowerment projects will not achieve their objectives if they do not
promote women’s rights awareness, or work for the local community, or respect the components of
sustainable development.

The experience of opening up to African countries has led to learning many lessons, the most important
of which are the opportunities and possibilities available to change the reality of marginalized women,
based on their needs and the local resources available in their small communities, despite many obstacles
and challenges impeding their active participation in the development of their societies.

The experience has also demonstrated the importance of economic empowerment as the main route
to change in its various dimensions: changing women’s capacities and their perceptions of themselves,
changing their reality and the reality of their families, as well as enhancing their participation in decision-

making at various levels ®
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Mariame Coulibaly, Senegal

Development can’t be achieved as long women
are excluded from opportunities
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