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Table 1: Percentage Distribution of Ever Married Women and Their Opinion about
Beating of Wife by Husband if she Did Any Behavior May be Arousing him by
Region and Behaviors During the Year 2005

Qpal b alagl gl
Wife Opinion of Being Beaten

Region and Behaviors - ld puail) g didatal)
ksl 833 jia S5

Oppose Hesitant Agree
Palestinian Territory Adatd) o) )
Talks to him in a provocative NS sl
manner. 76.7 3.8 19.5 A3 Sl Ay
Don't obey his orders. 68.6 5.0 26.4 el sV dell) aae
Behaves in an unacceptable way 8.0 56 16.4 Lty Jpfe e & il
when they are alone. ' ' ' Laaaa g
Behaves in an unacceptable way 66.8 55 277 RIS Pt PR N S g
in front of others. ' ' ' Y
Curses him or his family. 49.7 6.0 443 a2 g0 s
Says things that embarrass him in T ERE
front of others. 63.9 73 28.8 oA ol @l (3 J 8
Talks with other men in a manner " ‘ .

o il o sluly Al Ja )
that provokes him. 56.7 5.8 375 Sl by oAl Jla ) e P8
Didn’t prepare meals on time. 84.7 4.8 105 el g 8 plaball il g dlae) axe
Didn’t do housework properly. 82.9 41 13.0 A jiall claad sl Ll axe
Get out of home without asking - X
[him first] 66.2 5.9 27.9 O 53 7 5 AL
Doesn't look after the children the 71.8 6.0 222 s, 3y JULSL Al e
way he wants. : ] : o P
West Bank iy g dday
Talks to him in a provocative 4 i 4 ol
manner. 78.2 3.6 18.2 3 ) i) 43y kg
Don't obey his orders. 70.0 5.0 25.0 a5V dell) aae
Behaves in an unacceptable way 81.2 5.8 13.0 Lty Jpfe e & il
when they are alone. ' ' ' Laaaa g
Behaves in an unacceptable way 67 1 6.4 26.5 A Jsde e JSE Caal
in front of others. ’ ' ' Y
Curses him or his family. 48.0 7.0 45.0 a2 o0 s
Says things that embarrass him in T ERE
front of others. 64.8 8.5 26.7 oA el @l (3 J 8
Talks with other men in a manner : 1

o il sluly sl Jla )
that provokes him. 55.6 6.7 37.7 Sl Gslaly Al dlay e it
Didn’t prepare meals on time. 87.2 4.1 8.7 el g 8 plaball il g dlae) axe
Didn’t do housework properly. 85.8 3.3 10.9 Al 3ial) a1 AL aae
Get out of home without asking - )
[him firs]. 68.8 6.6 246 Sl 53 75 A
Doesn't look after the children the 745 6.4 19.1 sy by JULL A e

way he wants.
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Table 1 (Cont): Percentage Distribution of Ever Married Women and Their Opinion
about Beating of Wife by Husband if she Did Any Behavior May be Arousing
him by Region and Behaviors During the Year 2005

Region and Behaviors

Qpal b alagl gl

Wife Opinion of Being Beaten

b il g Adlaial

Gaza Strip

536 plhd

Talks to him in a provocative
manner.

Don’t obey his orders.

Behaves in an unacceptable
way when they are alone.
Behaves in an unacceptable
way in front of others.

Curses him or his family.

Says things that embarrass him
in front of others.

Talks with other men in a
manner that provokes him.

Didn’'t prepare meals on time.

Didn’t do housework properly.

Get out of home without asking
[him first].

Doesn't look after the children
the way he wants.

oAl 823 jia S 5
Oppose Hesitant Agree
74.0 4.1 21.9
66.0 5.1 28.9
72.5 5.2 22.3
66.3 3.8 29.9
52.9 4.1 43.0
62.3 5.3 324
58.7 4.1 37.2
80.2 6.1 13.7
77.9 55 16.6
61.9 46 33.5
66.9 5.4 27.7

40 sl 48 Hlay Bl

a5V dellf aae

Ladaa 5 Lt 5 e e JSy b puatll
A Al Jsie e ISy ol
A8V 7 gl s

AV Bl 7 el DS

o 3l by AT Jls g plsil
el o 8 pladall Glia g dlae] a2e
A0 a1 Sl aae

Xl (593 = 5,3

aiy Gy UL Ll e

106




e 0y 38 et (sl caald 1Y) Al g5 £ 000 s el €193 O G sl s ladll el gujgl 12 Jgaa
2005 aladl DA sl g paail) £ g
Table 2: Percentage Distribution of Ever Married Women and Their Opinion about

Beating of Wife by Husband if she Did Any Behavior May be Arousing him by
Type of Locality and Behaviors During the Year 2005

pall b alag gl

Type of Locality and Behaviors Wife Opinion of Being Beate.n il puail) g panil) £ g
ke 833 jia Sl 5

Oppose Hesitant Agree
Urban paa
Talks to him in a provocative N, A
manner. 78.8 45 16.7 4 i 48 lay Gaaadl
Don't obey his orders. 71.5 5.0 235 el V) Aol e
Behaves in an unacceptable way e vesa
when they are alone. 79.1 5.8 15.1 Laaaa g Lt g Joia e J iyl
Behaves in an unacceptable way T T
in front of others. 69.8 5.3 249 oA ol Jsiie e JSy Capual)
Curses him or his family. 52.4 7.0 40.6 YN o 75l s
Says things that embarrass him e .
in front of others. 67.3 75 25.2 SAY) Al 2 sl D g8
Talks with other men in a manner T .
that provokes him. 59.8 6.4 33.8 o il gluly 30 s g plll
Didn’'t prepare meals on time. 85.1 4.7 10.2 el ga 8 plaball Clin g dae) pae
Didn’t do housework properly. 84.5 43 11.2 A i) a5l ALl axe
Get out of home without asking e L .
[him first]. 69.2 5.8 25.0 S e 7z 5 Al
Doesn't look after the children the e e ML &gy s
way he wants. 74.2 5.7 201 ey dy JUlaYL Llall axe
Rural i)
Talks to him in a provocative N, A
manner. 72.8 2.7 245 4 i 48 lay Ghaadl
Don't obey his orders. 63.1 4.7 32.2 el V) Al e
Behaves in an unacceptable way e vesa
when they are alone. 75.5 6.0 18.5 Laaas s Lan y Jplla e ISy o puall
Behaves in an unacceptable way T T
in front of others. 61.3 6.4 32.3 oA ol Jsiie e JSy Gapual)
Curses him or his family. 43.1 5.1 51.8 AN i 7 5l s
Says things that embarrass him e .
in front of others. 57.3 8.9 33.8 SAY) ol 2 sl D g8
Talks with other men in a manner TR .
that prOV0keS h|m 492 55 453 b‘)ﬂ-tul‘ u)LALI d.l);‘ Jl;) & elS_J\
Didn’'t prepare meals on time. 84.0 5.0 11.0 el ga 8 plaball Clin g dae) pae
Didn’t do housework properly. 80.7 3.8 15.5 A jia) el sl ALl axe
Get out of home without asking T .
[him first]. 61.7 6.7 31.6 ) e 7z 5 Al
Doesn't look after the children the 67.0 79 25.8 it 58y JULYL Ll e

way he wants.
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Table 2 (Cont): Percentage Distribution of Ever Married Women and Their Opinion

about Beating of Wife by Husband if she Did Any Behavior May be Arousing him by
Type of Locality and Behaviors During the Year 2005

pal b alag ) gl
Type of Locality and Behaviors Wife Opinion of Being Beate.n il puail) g panil) £ g
kel 833 jia il 5
Oppose Hesitant Agree

Camp i
Talks to him in a provocative 76.2 3.0 20.8 A3 i ey raatl
manner. : : . 3 ) Sl 48, ha
Don't obey his orders. 67.9 5.4 26.7 el sV dell) aae
Behaves in an unacceptable way 788 40 17.2 Loy Jefe e S0y Gl
when they are alone. ' ’ ' Laada g
Behaves in an unacceptable way 65.9 44 29.7 A dpie e dSa Gl
in front of others. ' ' ' oAy
Curses him or his family. 51.3 4.0 44.7 JaY1 o 753l s
Says things that embarrass him in T "
front of others. 63.4 4.0 32.6 ATl el gl 28 058
Talks with other men in a manner fT .
that pl’OVOkeS h|m 586 41 373 b‘)S-\-ud t-ﬁ}L-uLI Qﬂ‘);‘ JIA‘) 6‘\ ?XS_AI
Didn’'t prepare meals on time. 83.8 5.0 11.2 el ga A plakall Clin g dlac) axe
Didn’t do housework properly. 80.7 4.0 15.3 Al jiall Slaal b LN aae
Get out o f home without asking e 1 .
[him first]. 63.7 4.9 314 Sl 553 7 5 Al
Doesn't look after the children the R

way he wants. 71.7 5.2 231 aie 5 38y JUlaYL Glall pae
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Table 3: Percentage Distribution of Ever Married Women and Their Opinion about

Beating of Wife by Husband if she Did Any Behavior May be Arousing him by
Education Attainment and Behaviors During the Year 2005

Education Attainment and

pal b alag gl

Wife Opinion of Being Beaten

il il g Apaglasll Allal)

Behaviors s 53 fia 3 5
Oppose Hesitant Agree
Elementary and Less Jld )y
Talks to him in a provocative N, A
manner. 686 34 280 ‘\ﬂ)‘)ﬁ.\u‘ Mg‘)k.: Ghaatl)
Don’t obey his orders. 60.6 3.9 35.5 el Y del) axe
Behaves in an unacceptable way Modie e I L st
when they are alone. 68.7 .8 235 Leviny La s Jole e JS sl
Behaves in an unacceptable way T T
in front of others. 57.6 6.2 36.2 oA ol Jsiie e JSy Capual)
Curses him or his family. 425 5.3 52.2 AN o 75l s
Says things that embarrass him e L
in front of others. 54.5 72 38.3 SAY) Al 2 el D g8
Talks with other men in a manner T .
that provokes him. 49.7 5.5 448 o il gluly 30 s g plll
Didn’'t prepare meals on time. 78.4 5.6 16.0 el ga 8 plaball Clin g dae) pae
Didn’t do housework properly. 76.6 4.2 19.2 A i) el sl ALl axe
Get out of home without asking T .
[him first]. 57.7 5.8 36.5 S g0z Al
Doesn't look after the children the e e MeL&gy s
way he wants. 63.9 6.4 29.7 A iy JUlaYL 4lall axe
Preparatory PR
Talks to him in a provocative N, A
manner. 77.7 4.4 17.9 4 i 48 lay Gaadl
Don't obey his orders. 68.0 5.3 26.7 el Y Al e
Behaves in an unacceptable way Modie e I L st
when they are alone. 9.7 45 15.8 Leviny La s Jolle e JS sl
Behaves in an unacceptable way T T
in front of others. 67.1 49 28.0 oA ol Jsiie e JSy Gauall)
Curses him or his family. 48.0 5.6 46.4 AN i 7 5l s
Says things that embarrass him e L
in front of others. 65.0 72 27.8 SAY) Al 2 sl D 8
Talks with other men in a manner TR .
that prOVOkeS him. 53.3 6.4 40.3 o5l sluly cp Al Js & elS_J\
Didn’'t prepare meals on time. 84.9 5.2 9.9 el sa 8 plaball Clin g dae) pae
Didn’t do housework properly. 83.9 4.2 11.9 A i) Slal sl ALl axe
Get out of home without asking T .
[him first]. 66.1 6.0 27.9 ) e 7z 5 Al
Doesn't look after the children the 723 6.3 21 4 ey 3y JULYL Ll e
. . . L 3 A &

way he wants.
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Table 3 (Cont): Percentage Distribution of Ever Married Women and Their Opinion
about Beating of Wife by Husband if she Did any Behavior May be Arousing him
by Education Attainment and Behaviors During the Year 2005

Education Attainment and

Qpal b alagl gl

Wife Opinion of Being Beaten

il il 5 dpagdatll Allal)

Behaviors s 533 e il g
Oppose Hesitant Agree
Secondary and Over Jisle 5 g5
Talks to him in a provocative N, o
manner. 84.5 3.6 11.9 43 il 48y ylay Gaaal)
Don't obey his orders. 77.9 5.8 16.3 el V) Aol e
Behaves in an unacceptable way s e n s
When they are alone. 866 41 93 LAAA;} LAA‘S d}\&.& e Js.uu UJ.A.AAS\
Behaves in an unacceptable way T T
in front of others. 76.5 52 18.3 GAY) plal Jgie pe JS5 oyl
Curses him or his family. 59.0 7.0 34.0 YN o 75l s
Says things that embarrass him e N .
in front of others. 73.0 7.6 19.4 SAY) Az sl D g8
Talks with other men in a manner R .
that pl’OVOkeS h|m 674 55 271 b‘)s.t.ul‘ u)LALI d.l);‘ J\A‘) & elS_J\
Didn’'t prepare meals on time. 91.2 3.7 5.1 el ga 8 plaball Clin g dae) pae
Didn’t do housework properly. 88.7 4.0 7.3 A 5iall a5l L) aae
Get out of home without asking e p .
[him first]. 75.5 6.0 18.5 St g0z Al
Doesn't look after the children the 80.0 5.4 146 it 55y JULYL Ll e

way he wants.
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Table 4: Percentage Distribution of Ever Married Women and Their Opinion about

Beating of Wife by Husband if she Did Any Behavior May be Arousing him by
Labour Force Status and Behaviors During the Year 2005

Qpal b alagl i)
Labour Force Status and Wife Opinion of Being Beaten byt g ZuLead) Alla)
Behaviors il 333 fia Bl g 3=
Oppose Hesitant Agree

Inside Labour Force Alalall (5 681 Jala
Talks to him in a provocative s 1 e .
manner. 86.8 23 10.9 303 3l 44y ey Ghaal)
Don't obey his orders. 79.5 5.1 15.4 a5V delh) aae
Behaves in an unacceptable way N s s s
when they are alone. 88.3 1.7 10.0 | Ledasylaas Jple e JS ol
Behaves in an unacceptable way o s ven e
in front of others. 778 50 17.2 oY) el Jyie e S sl
Curses him or his family. 60.1 5.3 346 a1 o 2 g0 s
Says things that embarrass him in T .
front of others. 75.0 9.0 16.0 A1 Al g el DS U8
Talks with other men in a manner TRe .
that provokes him. 68.2 5.9 259 o il Gy o AT s pe plSll
Didn’'t prepare meals on time. 92.0 21 59 el ga A plakall Clin g dlac) are
Didn’t do housework properly. 90.6 1.3 8.1 A0 a1 WLl aae
Get out of home without asking e .
[him first]. 76.5 5.4 18.1 Sl 553 75 AN
Doesn't look after the children the T Y,
way he wants. 82.0 4.3 13.7 dig 3y JUlYL sl aae
Outside Labour Force ALl 8l s
Talks to him in a provocative P, .
manner. 75.7 3.9 20.4 303 3l 44y ey Ghaatl)
Don’t obey his orders. 67.5 5.0 27.5 el sV delh) aae
Behaves in an unacceptable way N s s s
when they are alone. 77.0 6.0 17.0 | Ladasylaas Jple e JS ol
Behaves in an unacceptable way T T P
in front of others. 65.7 55 28.8 oY) el Jyia e S sl
Curses him or his family. 48.7 6.0 453 a1 oz o0 s
Says things that embarrass him in T .
front of others. 62.7 7.2 30.1 oAVl o sl S U8
Talks with other men in a manner foa T .
that proVOkeS h|m 555 58 387 a)ﬁ.u.u‘ L_t}LuLl L)ﬂ.);‘ JIA‘) & e&sﬂl
Didn’'t prepare meals on time. 83.9 51 11.0 el ga A plaball Clin g dlac) are
Didn’t do housework properly. 82.1 44 13.5 Al jiall Slaal ol LN aae
Get out of home without asking e .
[him first]. 65.2 6.0 28.8 Sl 553 7 5 AN
Doesn't look after the children the T Y,
way he wants. 70.8 6.2 23.0 At iy JUulYL Glall s
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Table 5: Percentage of Ever Married Women Exposed to Violence from Husband by

Seeked Institution, Taken Measures for Assistance and Satisfaction of Received
Assistance During the Year 2005

Bacluall oo La
Seeked Institutions and Satisfaztsiz?s;)afnizceived ik S Adinal) 8
Taken Measures for . . Sacbuud i e wl,hie-w o4 SHL&?-“
Assistance fanl e LE S Seeking Saclucall qathl Aagial) culld f
. Not ) o gie Too Assistance
Satisfied | Moderate | Much

Left home and went to o )
father's home or to one of 10.0 396 50.4 30.4 aal g Al cud cladlly cll 5
l;;ztt\m:erse’khomes for at most ' ' ’ ' (SY1 e g sal) 535000 oL 5531
Left home and went to a OB el Sl ) ol
relative's (uncle, aunt, etc.) 13.3 42.4 443 3.8 Lo ol o fda fac)sasine oY
home for a few days (4
Did not leave home but Sl Sle) 2 oSy el @S oaxe
spoke with parents about the 58 376 566 | 26.0 Gl Slel 5 Oyl 5 e
case b
Did not leave home but GO Del oSl el g
spoke with a relative about 52 419 529 | 13.0 Ul eEm e s T
the matter. ~oedl
Speaking with one of o) Sl saal <)
colleagues (not necessarily 0.0 88.2 11.8 11.8 ) . .:d ’ QA eM
one of your relatives). (S B e85l
Left home and went to o )
father's home or to one of aal g Al cud cladlly cll A 5
brothers' homes for few - - - - Jsed s s a5 Y
weeks or months )
Left home and went to a LY aal cud Gladlly el &
relative's (uncle, aunt, etc.) i T
home for feW Of Weeks or 88 309 603 99 (4—\L«-u L }‘ [TJEN m/;d\a m/‘;c;)
months osed ol Bae Y
Went to a center for abused ioclitedl claall g | 4l
women or Sought counseling 8.5 35.2 56.3 1.7 ? . JS)A“ ‘A. ) e
at women institution. 8 L) ol 4y s sz
A complain against husband L .
at the police station in 24.0 354 40.6 14 S8l Al e ) lad)
neighborhood or  Sought ' : : : Aaally 5 LT Al f 2530 aia
counseling and protection
Telephoned an institution for i EECH IOV (R PXRN R DR I
counseling or Talked with R S F.
your colleagues at work in 18.8 29.2 52.0 3.0 g ol Sl el e s LY
order to seek counseling Bl Caagy oS 3 5 <Dl 3l
Speaking with a religious or a . i .
social/political person whom I R ol
you thought had influence in 54 442 50.4 49 adadl e i 4 elaal S
the society and on your A
husband. @ ke
Talking with husband and dial e die Ll = < .
asking to stop violence 5.0 36.5 58.5 42.9 il e g g sl
Talking with neighbors about g ive| e - .
husband's violence 111 41.9 47.0 5.3 zsV eliel ge o gl ae duaaill
Went to the court seeking M 5 K i Ciagy AeSadll 4n il
consultation against Husband 00 298 702 | 24 o "
Violence zs M
Sought protection from the 128 52 1 35.1 14 Gleall allal o puall 4a g

neighbors
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Table 6: Decision Making Regarding Household Issues According to Wife Perspective
by Region and What to be Decided During the Year 2005

Who Make Decision JA qala
Region and What to be lea da g3l 5 o . . A
Decided £ sanad zs Wife and day ) JA & iy Al
Total Husband Husband Wife
Together
Palestinian Territory Aidanad) o) )
Purchasing a car 100 45.0 53.9 1.1 Bl ¢l
Having children 100 12.4 82.4 52 BHA RN
Number of children expected e ¢
to be have 100 134 80.8 5.8 pelad) gl JalY) e
Changing internal household LAty (opd A cDad ¢l s
structures  (renewing the . oy L .
kitchen, re-division of the 100 18.2 64.4 17.4 | bl a3 Jig) 5530
house, and similar issues) (4hd Loy el i 32le)
Purchasing a house or T
building a new house 100 31.7 65.8 25 2 el o eyl
i ' - a Jaad) @l ey S 1Y
Haw_ng the right to work 100 556 38 1 6.3 (o= o u k
outside the house or not Y o
ife paid | i cull z s dagll Jee g s
'Ih'ype of wife paid job outside 100 53.7 385 78 T 53 ‘ s
ome sal Ji.
The amount of money spent 3 ) 4 3 JL sk
by the household on 100 38.5 53.0 85|~ T T
important matters g el o
Visiting wife relatives 100 18.6 58.6 22.8 Ll i s L)
Visiting wife friends 100 20.9 52.7 26.4 Ll claal 543
Visiting husband relatives 100 25.7 63.7 10.6 5. RuE C Ry
Visiting husband friends 100 434 51.8 438 o el s L3
Choosing a school for the L% g 3 "
children 100 17.5 75.0 75 3w Y 5Y A jadll lsal
Running the economic affairs R
of the household 100 36.2 55.9 7.9 | sl Labaid¥l a5l 5
Dealing with salary wife 100 13.5 53.2 33.3 Aa sl il el
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Table 6 (Cont): Decision Making Regarding Household Issues According to Wife
Perspective by Region and What to be Decided During the Year 2005

Who Make Decision DA qala
Region and What to b talszsd
egion an at to be - " R TRR
Decided £ saaal) zs _ b i3l JAY &g ‘
Total Husband Wife and Wife
Husband
Together
West Bank Ay Al ddal)
Purchasing a car 100 51.4 47.3 1.3 Bl ¢l
Having children 100 12.6 81.4 6.0 JalaY1 s
Number  of  children - 1
expected to be have 100 13.0 80.3 6.7 pelad) ad il JukY) axe
Changing internal e ey
household structures f BRI 0spE (e el a)
(renewing the kitchen, re- 100 19.8 60.4 19.8 | et sale) imdadd) 2aat (fia) 5yl
division of the house, and (A Lo e
similar issues) T
Purchasing a house or T
building a new house 100 36.1 61.2 27 2 G el ff el
Having the right to work ol s Jaall el Gay S 13
outside the house or not 100 601 323 6 N
Type of wife paid job 100 58.1 32.4 05 Jie cll z s L Jee g
outside home ’ ’ ) N
The amount of money 3o 48 pat oA JLd e
spent by the household 100 426 47.8 g | o P o T
on important matters daga gal
Visiting wife relatives 100 19.4 51.9 28.7 Aag 3l ol 5L
Visiting wife friends 100 21.9 455 32.6 Aol el 3435
Visiting husband relatives 100 28.0 58.8 13.2 zo M bl B
Visiting husband friends 100 49.0 45.2 5.8 zo N sl s L3
Choosing a school for the . G s "
children 100 16.9 75.1 8.0 3om ¥l Y §Y Lujadl laal
Running the economic PN TN TR,
affairs of the household 100 42.3 49.2 8.5 3wl LalaiBY ) (9580 5l
Dealing with salary wife 100 11.4 40.4 48.2 Ia gl il ol

114




Alaial) o B pma) g ol Aflaial) ) ga) (e 335 A Aa g3l T (309 B uY) B ) AN bl 1(a) 6 Jsan

Table 6 (Cont) : Decision Making Regarding Household Issues According to Wife
Perspective by Region and What to be Decided During the Year 2005

Who Make Decision DA qala
Region and What to be Lea a3 o . . dape
Decided £ gaxal zs Wife and day )l JAY e g Akl
Total Husband Husband Wife
Together
Gaza Strip 356 plhad
Purchasing a car 100 341 65.2 0.7 Bl ¢l
Having children 100 12.1 84.0 3.9 Jalayl s
Number of children . &
expected to be have 100 13.9 81.7 44 el gl JalY) e
Changing internal vt e N
household structures ST ERER R
(renewing the kitchen, re- 100 15.2 71.4 134 | badl s Jie) Y1 b
division of the house, and ) .
' La Lay el apnddi 3ale)

similar issues) (A5 Los el ppusi 3l
Purchasing a house or T o
building a new house 100 24.2 37 21 e S el 5l S el
Having the right to work 100 48.1 477 4 | T deadd Al Gay s 1Y
outside the house or not ’ ) ) Y o
Type of wife paid job 100 465 48.2 5.2 Gl z s Aal Jee g
outside home : : : al Jia
The amount of money Bond) dd a3 JLd e
spent by the household on 100 31.3 62.1 6.6 > - d ‘J
important matters g Jsal o
Visiting wife relatives 100 17.2 70.3 125 Aag 3l ol 5L
Visiting wife friends 100 19.1 65.9 15.0 LW laal 55
Visiting husband relatives 100 21.5 72.3 6.2 5. RuE C Ry
Visiting husband friends 100 33.2 63.7 3.1 o sl s L3
chaosing a school for the 100 185 74.9 66 | 581 N i sl
Running the economic PN TN TR,
affairs of the household 100 256 67.5 6.9 | 5 dpaleaiiyl 58l 5y
Dealing with salary wife 100 16.3 69.5 14.2 Ao 30 il Gyl

115




Glda s gaaill £ ¢ can B ) g oty Ablaial) HoaY) (e 23 (B Aag ) o, (e 8 W) (B AN Gala 17 Jas
2005 sl DA )3l

Table 7: Decision Making Regarding Household Issues According to Wife Perspective
by Type of Locality and What to be Decided During the Year 2005

Who Make Decision JAY Qala
Type of Locality and Lea i g5 2 530 . . o e s
What to be Decided £ saaal) zs Wife and I3l JAY Gy e g 58
Total Husband Husband Wife
Together
Urban paa
Purchasing a car 100 44.0 54.8 1.2 Bl ¢l
Having children 100 11.7 82.8 55 BHA RN
Number of  children . &
expected to be have 100 12.7 81.5 5.8 pelad) sl JalY) e
Changing internal ey
household structures oot B 095 (A Bt el sal)
(renewing the kitchen, re- 100 18.6 62.5 18.9 | sile) bl yaas i) 3l
division of the house, and ) .
' Lo Leg el s
similar issues) (b5 Loy el gt
Purchasing a house or T
building a new house 100 32.1 65.5 24 2 G el f el
Having the right to work Sl z ol Jaall Al By (S 1Y
outside the house or not 100 538 39.0 72 Y
Type of wife paid job Jie ) 2 s s g5l Jee g 58
outside home 100 53.0 38.7 8.3 K
The amount of money 3oy 4dpat oA Ol laie
spent by the household 100 40.6 51.5 7.9 > e 3 ‘J
on important matters g Usal Lo
Visiting wife relatives 100 18.9 56.5 246 Aag 3l ol 5L
Visiting wife friends 100 21.4 51.0 27.6 Ll claal 543
Visiting husband relatives 100 26.6 61.7 11.7 5. RuE C Ry
Visiting husband friends 100 43.4 51.3 5.3 oM Hlanal 5 L3
g&%ﬁ;‘:g a school for the 100 18.1 72.9 9.0 581 N N sl aal
Running the economic PN T N TR,
affairs Of the household 100 37.6 54.7 7.7 b)u)d qg@’}ll u}}uﬂ“ AJ‘JJ
Dealing with salary wife 100 12.4 51.8 35.8 Aa sl il el
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Table7 (Cont): Decision Making Regarding Household Issues According to Wife
Perspective by Type of Locality and What to be Decided During the Year 2005

Who Make Decision JA qala
Type of Locality and laa Za 530l 5 g . . e
What to be Decided g sl zs Wife and sl A g gaxdl € o5
Total Husband Husband Wife
Together
Rural iy
Purchasing a car 100 53.3 458 0.9 Bl ¢l
Having children 100 14.8 80.2 5.0 Jalayl il
Number of children . &
expected to be have 100 14.2 80.0 5.8 pelad) sl JalY) e
Changing internal Sdils et b e s
household structures By 055l A Bt el a)
(renewing the kitchen, re- 100 20.5 63.3 16.2 | ball aaas Ji) su¥1 b
division of the house, and ) .

' La Leg el andi 3ale)
similar issues) (b Loy el gy sl
Purchasing a house or T
building & new house 100 35.8 61.8 24 s Gy el o el
Having the right to work Sl 7 s Jaal) Al Gy (S 1Y
outside the house or not 100 651 295 5.4 Y

. . . ‘:\:\:\“ - & aé . ‘ J&\Q .
Type of wife paid job 100 61.4 31.3 7.3 T Sl de g
outside home al Jia
The amount of money 3o bt A Jll jlaie
spent by the household on 100 39.8 50.3 99| T T e
important matters g el o
Visiting wife relatives 100 201 55.7 242 Aag 3l ol 5L
Visiting wife friends 100 21.8 49.5 28.7 gl claal 343
Visiting husband relatives 100 26.3 62.5 11.2 3. RuE C Ry
Visiting husband friends 100 47.7 47.7 4.6 oM Hlanal 5 L3
g?“c;?::g a school for the 100 15.6 79.4 5.0 581 Y N el s
Running the economic P T TN TR,
affairs of the household 100 37.3 54.3 8.4 3wl LalaiBY ) (9580 5l
Dealing with salary wife 100 13.5 46.2 40.3 Ao 30 il Gyl
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Table 7 (Cont): Decision Making Regarding Household Issues According to Wife
Perspective by Type of Locality and What to be Decided During the Year 2005

Who Make Decision DA qala
Type of Locality and What bee Za 05 2530 . . P
to be Decided g saxad zs Wife and day ) JAY gl el g 55
Total Husband Husband Wife
Together
Camp i
Purchasing a car 100 34.6 64.4 1.0 Bl ¢l
Having children 100 10.9 84.4 4.7 BHA RN
Number of children . &

expected to be have 100 13.8 80.0 6.2 pelad) sl JalY) e
Ospd A Dbt gl
Changing internal household e .‘*J ] "m. i 7
structures  (renewing the 100 12.0 226 145 | == SO RSN
kitchen, re-division of the ' : T Ly el i s3le) ekl
house, and similar issues) )
(s
Purchasing a house or 100 232 739 29 S e ol d ol
building a new house ' ' : A A
Having the right to work g daall el Gay S 1Y
outside the house or not 100 451 49.8 51 Y o
. . . . L.I:!..In - & aé .‘ JAL .
Type of wife paid job outside 100 429 498 73 T 53 : s
home sal dilia
The amount of money spent 4 ol QW e

by the household on 100 29.2 62.6 8.1 T . e
important matters dage gl (o 5 Y]
Visiting wife relatives 100 14.9 70.9 14.2 Aag 3l ol 5L
Visiting wife friends 100 171 64.8 18.1 sl el 345
Visiting husband relatives 100 211 72.6 6.3 5. RuE CEE Ty
Visiting husband friends 100 36.0 60.7 3.3 oM sl s L3
g:‘ilc(’j‘;j:g a school for the 100 18.8 74.6 6.6 | 5u31 VY dndl )
i i LY sl sl
Running  the  economic 100 9.4 626 g1 | O3l J‘é
affairs of the household 5ol

)ul
Dealing with salary wife 100 16.6 63.4 20.0 Aa 30 il Gyl
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Table 8: Percentage of Never Married Women Aged (18 Years and over ) on Palestinian

with Household and Exposed to Violence by A Member of Household by Types
and Actions of Violence for Selected Years Territory Who Lived

upset

S 3 s A aladl A
2005 alal) i 2005
. . i During " )
Types and Actions of Viol Period cainl) Jladl g £ o
P lolence Preceding, the Year Jadls g
2005 2005
Percentage Agudl)
Physical Abuse Gl Caial)
Threw something toward that could e
have hurt 1.1 7.9 @35 o S eladl e
Twisted arm or pulling hair 13.9 10.5 I - RN (R
Attacking which resulted in bruises, (al 5 e m e s Ale T aml
scratches, light wounds, injuries, or 3.8 3.7 OO O e ) Chue*‘
joints pain dualidll 3 2V
Pushed strongly 13.9 115 3 5% adall
Attacking with a knife, hatchet, shovel, 16 20 @l o Rkl delall oSl PE
or similarly sharp and dangerous objects ’ ’ 3 5hall 5 3aall L) adliia AT s
Beat on head resulted in coma 24 2.6 elat] aie iy W U e ol
Beat with a belt, stick, or similarly sharp Mty _—. )
ObjeCtS 60 49 EIR MLu L 5‘ Lac }\ Ge‘ﬁ <_|)...4l|
Strangled or tried to strangle 1.7 2.1 Giall Aglaa o 31l
hitting you continuously (for several O B . .
minutes or more)' 41 37 ()AS\ 5‘ sac d.MJ) )|).4.u.u\..\ «,1)...4!\
)C/-)Orﬁbbed you strongly, which annoyed 13.3 1.9 Bl da ) 5 s eyl
Slapping the face 12.2 8.4 el e giall
Breaking one of the bones 1.2 2.1 alaall (gaa) S
Singed or scorched you on purpose 0.8 1.7 aad e S 5 al
Psychological Abuse il Ciinl)
Cursing or insulting 29.6 26.0 alayl o
Saying thing as fat or ugly 9.9 10.0 Aoy (Avan 1Jie JI 5l
Destroyed or spoiled own property 12.3 11.2 Lals cilSliee () ardass
Yelled or shouting 41.0 40.1 Flomall 2Ll
Said things in order to provoke and 208 206 il 5 5 ALY g syl J 3
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Table 9: Percentage of Never Married Women Aged (18 Years and over) Who Lived

with Household and Exposed to Any Violence by A member of Household at Least
Once by Background Characteristics and Type of Violence During the Year 2005

Type of ciial) £ g8
Violence
Background Characteristics ol it il u_‘_d‘ ALaY Lalladl)

Physical Abuse Psyiﬂ;&gglcal
Labour Force Status doleal) AdlaY)
Inside Labour Force 220 51.3 Al 55 Jala
Outside Labour force 255 52.7 Al 55l 2 s
Age »d
18-20 32.8 62.9 20-18
21-24 215 51.8 24-21
25-29 27.2 46.1 29-25
30-34 18.8 52.2 34-30
35-39 15.0 47.4 39-35
44+ 11.0 239 +44

sl Jd (e Ciinll £) gl aaY ua ja g B ml) aa S (31l 5 (S Db 18) il g ) e g ludl) A 110 Jgda
2005 alad) i Y 5 il Cilal) £ o1 ALY Gatbadll a3l 31 A
Table 10: Percentage of Never Married Women Aged (18 Years and over) Who Lived

with Household and Exposed to Any Violence by A member of Household by
Background Characteristics and Type of Violence for the Period Preceding 2005

Type of Violence Ciial) £ g8
Background Characteristics amall i il u»d‘ Al Lailadl)
Physical Abuse Psy;hbodgglcal
Labour Force Status Aglaal) ABaY)
Inside Labour Force 26.3 49.1 alall 55l Jala
Outside Labour force 31.0 53.4 Al 55l 2 s
Age sl
20-18 421 64.5 20-18
24-21 23.5 49.8 24-21
29-25 271 48.8 29-25
34-30 31.9 54.3 34-30
39-35 17.7 45.0 39-35
+44 9.8 23.1 +44
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Table 11: Percentage of Men Exposed to Any Violence by the Wife by Background
Characteristics of Husband and Type of Violence During the year 2005

Husband’s Background Type of Violence S s e .
Characteristics Gamall Caial) (il Ciiall Tal A pailas)
Physical Abuse Psychological Abuse
Educational Qualifications dadadt) Al
Elementary and Less 4.8 24.0 Jils sl
Preparatory 4.6 279 sl
Secondary and over 3.5 253 sl g5
Labour Force Status Aglaal) A
Inside Labour Force 42 26.1 AL s gl Jala
Outside Labour force 27 18.0 bl 5l 2 s
Refugee Status ¢ oalll Al
Refugee 4.2 22.0 Y
Non Refugee 4.2 28.1 s G
Age >
15-24 4.3 25.3 24-15
25-34 5.0 29.6 34-25
35-44 4.7 26.7 44-35
45-54 3.6 235 54-45
55-64 1.6 16.5 64-55
65+ 3.3 14.5 +65
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Table 12: Percentage of Men Exposed to Any Violence by the Wife by Background
Characteristics of Husband and Type of Violence During Period Preceding 2005

Husband’s Background
Characteristics

Type of Violence

i) ¢ 5

&A.ua.“ Caiall
Physical Abuse

el Cial

Psychological Abuse

z.ol ALY (ailadl

Educational Qualifications Agagtast) s
Elementary and Less 9.6 28.9 Jil sl
Preparatory 9.7 32.2 s3]
Secondary and over 9.3 29.2 sl g g
Labour Force Status Aglaal) ABAY
Inside Labour Force 9.5 30.6 el 558l Jala
Outside Labour force 8.1 19.5 Al 558 2 s
Refugee Status ¢ oalll Alla
Refugee 9.7 270 Y
Non Refugee 9.3 32.0 LaY Ll
Age >l
18-24 35.4 49.0 24-18
25-34 1.1 34.6 34-25
35-44 7.2 28.6 44-35
45-54 8.1 27.8 54-45
55-64 5.7 215 64-55
65+ 6.0 13.5 +65
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Table 13: Percentage of Men Exposed to Any Violence by Wife at Least Once, by
Background Characteristics of Wife and Type of Violence During the Year 2005

Wife’s Background Type of Violence S s ol iy Yy .
Characteristics saall il il il 2ol A8 pailad)
Physical Abuse Psychological Abuse
Educational Qualifications Agaitast) AdaY
Elementary and Less 4.2 22.8 Jila sl
Preparatory 4.7 28.0 s
Secondary and over 3.6 25.3 isla 8
Labour Force Status Aglaal) AlaY
Inside Labour Force 4.3 32.3 Al 55l Jala
Outside Labour force 4.1 246 Al 5l 2 s
Refugee Status ¢ oalll Alla
Refugee 4.0 21.2 Y
Non Refugee 4.2 28.1 LaY Ll
Age >l
15-24 51 26.4 24-15
25-34 4.5 29.4 34-25
35-44 4.6 24.6 44-35
45-54 26 22.0 54-45
55-64 1.3 10.1 64-55

123




5l DA ciiall £ g3y Aa g3l AlAl) Gailadl) cuua Aa g3l g (e chinll | gl Jla )l Ape 114 Jg2a
2005 alall g Al

Table 14: Percentage of Men Exposed to Any Violence by the Wife by Background
Characteristics of Wife and Type of Violence During Period Preceding 2005

Wife’s Background
Characteristics

Type of Violence

ciia) g g5

&A.ua.“ Caiall
Physical Abuse

il Caial

Psychological Abuse

da g3l 4410 Gailas)

Educational Qualifications dadadt) Al
Elementary and Less 7.4 25.4 Jils sl
Preparatory 101 32.4 sl
Secondary and over 10.5 311 sl g5
Labour Force Status Aglaal) A
Inside Labour Force 10.9 36.0 Al 55l Jala
Outside Labour force 9.2 289 Llall 58l 2 s
Refugee Status ¢ oalll Al
Refugee 8.6 25.6 Y
Non Refugee 9.9 322 UaY G
Age >
18-24 21.0 39.3 24-18
25-34 7.6 31.6 34-25
35-44 7.5 27.7 44-35
45-54 5.0 233 54-45
55-64 4.3 13.7 64-55
65+ 7.4 254 +65
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Table 15: Percentage of Ever Married Women Who Agree on Violence Against

Their Children When They Behave in Unacceptable Way According to Family
Perspective by Gender of Child, Range of Approving and Region During the Year 2005

Region Aghaial
Gender of Child and Range =Y s
of Approving Lphuldl 858 gl Ll daal Al s ag Jil i
Palestinian Gaza Strip West Bank
Territory
Both Sexes Cpdad) SIS
Many of women supported 6.7 9.2 5.1 sy U a2 Ll e | S
violence against children ’ ’ ’ Jakall 4
To a mid extent of women G Caiall oLl 2y Ada wgie sy
supported violence against 18.1 17.0 18.8 - ’ ] e
children ikl 4 om
Few women  supported 14.1 14.1 14.1 A a3 iall 355 eLadll (e DL
violence against children ’ ’ ' Jadal)
Rarely women supported 13.0 13.8 125 G iall 5 L sl ) e s
violence against children ' ’ ' Jakall 4l iy
Don’t supported violence . e A Sl e
against children 48.1 458 496 Qi 4 ooy il el up Y
Male 953
Many of women supported 25 101 5.9 sy U a2 Ll G | S
violence against children ’ ’ ' Jalall
To a mid extent of women A Caiall Ll a5 Adaigia da
supported violence against 19.8 18.2 20.8 - i ] T
children ikl 4l s
Few women  supported 14.6 15.0 143 A g a3 el 355 eluadll e DB
violence against children ’ ’ ’ Jakal)
S il g L el W) s
R.alre'y women h.|§'“pp°”ed 13.3 14.2 127 |7 > o
violence against children Jaball 4} (a yay
Don’t supported violence . e e
aoainst children 448 426 46.3 il 41 ety 53 il 235 Y
Female &)
Many of women supported 5.8 8.4 42 o s iall 5 oLl e 1S
violence against children ’ ’ ' Jakl)
To a mid extent of women A Caiall Ll g Aaigia da
supported violence against 16.3 15.8 16.6 - i ] T
children R A sy
Few women  supported 13.6 13.3 13.8 A g a3 iall 355 eLadll (e DL
violence against children ’ ’ ’ Jakal)
G i) a5 L el il oy |yl s
R.alre'y women h.|§”pp°”ed 12.8 135 124 | ¢ > o
violence against children Jabal 4} (m yay
Don't  supported violence 515 49.1 53.0 Jaall 4l (s 53 il i Y

against children
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Table 16: Percentage for Ever Married Women and Their Opinion About Child
Upbringing Issues on Palestinian Territory During the Year 2005

Region and Child Upbringing

A Jsa sludl) ¢ )
Opinion Women About

by JEBYN Ay 5 L  Aalaial

Issues Upbringing Jalua®y)

i s 533 yia 43d) 40 ’

Oppose | Hesitant Agree
Household children upbringing is the OO S U B I SR
responsibility and the business of their , LN el s :
parents; no external party may ever [ 12 913 | da gl ¥y dasll Dsm Vs o u‘:\é’
intervene. Jsal¥l e
Children force parents to hit them TR RO R
sometimes 10.0 4.4 85.6 Ulal 4y pual o ylaiaa cpall gl Jasy Jadall
Beating a child is allowed in certain Giagr Caglall i Jiall Gy s
circumstances in order to teach him/ 13.4 3.6 83.0 Ptk F”M
her iy 5l
Parents may use physical power Jibal e Lpneeal 550 Jlasiad call N1 (3
against a child if such child does not | 74.6 6.0 19.4 e e

follow their instructions

4y ey o 3 o113

s Lk Jas Lgod Juadli 3 5 Y 9 o8 pie Ahalil) Gy b el Jas sy (o s g A 117 g
2005 el.ﬂ‘ 3N &A.&m &y\g PR
Table 17: Percentage of Mothers Who Agree on Their Children Work Before

( Age 18 Years) and the Preferred Time of Child Work by Region and Type
of Locality During the Year 2005
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Table 18: Risk Circumstances Children Exposed to During the Year 2005 According
to Mother Perspective by Region and Sex
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Table 19: Percentage Distribution of Children by Spend Leisure Time, Degree of
Staying at their Household and Region During the Year 2005
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Table 20: Percentage of Elderly Exposed to Any Violence from Members of
Household by Region and Sex During the Year 2005
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Table 21: Percentage of Elderly Exposed to Any Violence from Members of
Household by Type of Locality and Sex During the Year 2005
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Table 22: Percentage of Elderly by Exposed to Violence from Members of Household
and Education Attainment During the Year 2005
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and Labour Force Status During the Year 2005
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Preface

Planning processes and policy-making mainly rely, in the various social, economic, and
political aspects, on accurate and reliable statistical data and information. In gender statistics,
statistical data are the cornerstone of making plans and policies within the frame of
empowering the woman and supporting her to achieve her entire rights.

Despite the worldwide widespread phenomenon of violence, it has only recently received
sufficient attention when women movements all over the world began to affirm connecting
woman right issues with human rights and considering violence against the woman as blatant
violation of the woman's basic rights. The Domestic Violence Survey is a significant start for
gender statistics in Palestine. It will provide a window of opportunity for the different
institutions to support and empower the woman, enable her to achieve her entire rights, have
a decent life, and enjoy equal participation with the man in the different areas of life.

Violence is a social problem that is practiced at different levels. It is not limited to specific
category or class. The Palestinian society, like other societies, suffers form the problem of
violence against women and girls. Oftentimes, the violence leads to family break up, divorce,
and killing women under different pretexts and excuses. The Palestinian situation of
deteriorated political conditions, barbaric occupation practices of killing, siege, starving, and
the state of security chaos have taken a toll on the psychological and social stability of the
household in general and on women, who constitute the foundation of the household in
specific.

This study is the first of its kind on the Palestinian level. It is also an important start because
the nature of the information and knowledge presented by the Palestinian Central Bureau of
Statistics in cooperation with the Institute for Woman Studies are basic for reviewing the
situation of the Palestinian households and their inner relations. The information and
knowledge point out the social relations in the entire Palestinian society. The information has
provided a window of opportunity for an in depth and specialized study for other analytical
studies in this issue.

We at the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics hope that this report will contribute to
enabling planners and decision-makers to carry out their responsibilities in monitoring and
improving the situation of the Palestinian woman and empower the woman socially,
politically, and economically in achieving the entirety of her rights in the Palestinian
Territory. We also hope that this report will assists the decision and policy makers in the
process of the comprehensive national development of this country.

December, 2006 Luay Shabaneh.
President
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Executive Summary

Introduction

The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics conducted the Domestic Survey during December
18, 2005 and January 18, 2006 on a sample of 4,212 households including 2,772 in the West
Bank and 1,440 in Gaza Strip. The survey was the first of its kind on the Palestinian level.

The survey is a significant start since the nature of the information and knowledge presented
by PCBS are basic for reviewing the situation of the Palestinian households and their inner
relations, as well as the social relations in the entire Palestinian society. The information has
provided a window of opportunity for researchers, specialist, and people concerned with
women issues to have an in depth and specialized examination of such issues. This would
consequently assist the understanding of the domestic violence phenomenon and set up
mechanisms for dealing with it. The information also constitutes an important step towards
penetrating the private scope and assert its political linkage with the society in general.

The report includes six different chapters. Chapter one is a general and theoretical
introduction. It deals with the international and feminist views on dealing with violence
against women. Chapters two and three analyze the findings of the survey on marries and
unmarried women. Chapter four discusses wives’ violence against their husbands. Chapter
five analyzes the domestic violence against children. Chapter six is an analysis of the survey
findings concerning abuse of elderly people. The report also includes future methodological
and theoretical recommendations as well as political recommendations for relevant
institutions that develop policies of empowering Palestinian women for decent life.

Main findings

* Violence Against Ever-Married Women

The type of violence that ever-married women are mostly subjected to by the husband even
for one time is psychological violence. It is followed by physical violence, and sexual
violence. According to ever-married women in the Palestinian Territory, psychological
violence is the most frequently used type of violence; followed by the physical and sexual
types of violence. (61.7%) of ever-married women in the Palestinian Territory have
experienced psychological violence, (76.4%) of which experienced such violence more than
three times. According to results, (23.3%) of ever-married women in the Palestinian Territory
have been subjected to physical violence, (40.7%) of which experienced physical violence
more than three times. Moreover, (10.9%) of ever-married women in the Palestinian Territory
have been subjected to sexual violence, (3.9%) of which experienced this type of violence
more than three times.

Previous results show that the rates of being subjected to violence, especially physical and
sexually violence reflect an exaggerated picture of the real size of the domestic violence
phenomenon. Being subjected to any type of violence more than three times cannot be
stereotyped. According to ever-married women, they had been subjected to higher degrees of
psychological, physical, and sexual violence in pre-2005 period compared with post-2005
period. The rate of women subjected to the three types of violence in the West Bank is higher
than that of Gaza Strip. Also, the rates of violence at rural and urban areas of the West Bank
are higher than those of the refugee camps. Violence against educated women is relatively
lower than the violence women of preparatory education and less are subjected to, which
means that education has little impact on the drop in the phenomenon of violence against



women. Working women are also subjected to lesser violence than those who are outside the
labor force; however, the subjection to psychological violence has similar rates among
working women and the women outside the labor force. According to results, the rates of
ever-married women in the West Bank who are subjected to Israeli occupation political
violence (political violence against humans, society, property, and economy) with their
households are higher than those of Gaza Strip.

One half to three fifths of Palestinian Territory ever-married women oppose husbands' beating
their wives regardless of the wives' attitude. On the other hand, the rate of Gaza Strip women
agreeing to husbands' beating of their wives for committing specific conducts is higher than
that of the West Bank. Previous results show that women agreeing to husbands' beating of
their wives if the wives carry out specific conducts does not come with higher rates about
being subjected to violence by the husband. A high rate of ever-married women, who were
subjected to a type of violence, stated that the mostly used methods of seeking help were
talking to the husband and leaving for the parents or a brother's home. A very small
percentage of such women went to women centers dealing with women subjected to violence
or women institutions or filed a complaint with the police.

* Violence Against Unmarried Women

Almost one half or (52.7%) of unmarried women in the Palestinian Territory stated that they
had been subjected to psychological violence and one fourth (25.0%) of the revealed that they
had been subjected to physical violence even for one time by a household member during
2005. The rates of unmarried women subjected to psychological and physical violence in the
West Bank are higher than the rates of the same category of women in Gaza Strip. The rates
of unmarried women who have BA degrees and higher and have been subjected to
psychological and physical violence are higher than those with less education. According to
unmarried women of the age group of (18-20), they had been subjected to higher rates of
violence compared to unmarried women of the higher age groups.

* Violence Against Husbands

Almost one fifth of wives of (25.6%) of them stated that they practiced psychological
violence against their husbands; (4.2%) stated that they had practiced physical violence
against their husbands even for one time during 2005. The rates for the pre-2005 period are
higher and arrive to (29.9%) and (9.5%) respectively. Additionally, the rates of ever-married
women who stated that they had practiced psychological and physical violence against their
husbands in the West Bank are higher than those of Gaza Strip. The rates of ever-married
women who stated that they had practiced violence against their husbands are higher among
working husbands than those of husbands outside the labor force. Also, ever-married working
women have higher rates of practicing violence against their husbands compared with women
outside the labor force.

* Violence Against Children

Violence against children takes place within the family. (93.3%) of the violence children
experience, according to mothers, is carried out by a household member. The difference
between the West Bank and Gaza Strip in this regard is minimal. The younger the child is the
more he/she is subjected to violence. Children aged (5-9) are the most subjected to violence in
the Palestinian Territory; their percentage stands at (57.1%) among children subjected to
violence up to 17 years of age. (34.6%) of the violence children are subjected to come from
teachers. School rates at (45.2%) as a place for violence, which make it come in the second



place after the house. (91.3%) of female respondents consider bringing up and beating as in
the core of the parents' right to raising and disciplining children.

* Violence Against Elderly People

According to survey findings, one fourth of elderly people in the Palestinian Territory are
subjected to one form of abuse including emotional abuse, physical abuse, economic abuse,
and medical negligence by a household member. The percentage is compared with similar
world countries. (25.7%) of elderly Gaza Strip people suffer abuse in comparison with
(24.2%) of the West Bank senior citizens. Emotional abuse is the most common abuse form
used against the elderly and stands at (17.5%). Elderly people in Gaza Strip suffer more
physical abuse when compared to those of the West Bank, who suffer more economic abuse
than those of Gaza Strip. Postgraduate educational attainment provides some kind of
protection for elderly people against abuse. Less educated elderly people fall victims to abuse
at higher rates than the more educated at (25.6%) for those with preparatory education and
below. On the other hand, (9.8%) of the elderly who completed secondary education and
above were subjected to abuse. Working elderly people are less subjected to abuse; their rate
stands at (15.9%), when compared to those outside the labor force whose abuse rate stands at
(25.6%). Economic independence does not ensure permanent and stable protection against
abuse for the elderly. Elderly females are more subjected to abuse by a household member
than elderly males at (26.1%) and (22.6%) respectively. Moreover, Elderly females are more
subjected to abuse in the West Bank than in Gaza Strip. Elderly sick people are subjected to
two times the abuse of the healthy ones. (27.6%) of disabled elderly people stated that they
had been subjected to abuse by a household member compared to (23.1%) of those who were
not disabled.






Chapter One

Conceptual Framework of Violence and International Interpretations

1.1 Violence Against Women as an International Issue

There is a distinct feature in international literature, including that of the discourse of the
universal human rights, in dealing with violence against women in the Third World. Such
feature is inherent in their negligence of the structural economic factors as well as the political
and social factors that enforce the relations of dominance over women and using violence
against them. Moreover, colonialism is overlooked as a key factor affecting the
aforementioned structural factors and consequently the situations of the women of the Third
World. The discourse of the international organizations on violence against women in the
Third World societies focuses on the overlapping between culture and politics as factors that
work together on oppressing women and justifying use of violence against them'. The focus

of a research and the analysis would then be on the beliefs, social values, and patriarchal
control structures that support and justify oppressing women and using violence against
them®. The failure to enact constitutional, legislative, and legal measures to eliminate

discriminating against women is explained by being the outcome of the obstacles that are
inherent in the values, traditions, and cultural "traditional" practices that empower inequality
between both sexes; hence, justify violence against women.

The discourse of the international organizations focuses on the issues of discrimination
against the woman, democratic transformation, and human rights as indicators of modernism
and liberal transformation in Third World societies. These indicators are set up by the
international community to judge how “civilized” a country is, hence, define its policy
towards such country’. The reports on these issues become evidences about the need of the

countries for (colonial) intervention on behalf of the international community. The
intervention would be exactly within the classic colonial agenda when the Western colonial
intervention was justified by the civilized mission of colonialism. The issue that is taking
place is linking violence against women with democratic governance and humanitarian
treatment of citizens.

Modernism methods are used to build up knowledge about the abovementioned issues, which
are considered as key standards of civilization among societies (subjugation to international
standards). Survey research is one of these methods that are based on the concepts and
standards of modernism. They assume existence of a sovereign state that sets up policies and
uses knowledge accumulated about the society in accordance with definitions, standards,
indicators, and means of assessment that, assumingly, provide accurate knowledge of the
society and its different aspects. The knowledge is accumulated through specialized
institutions. The specialty of these institutions gives them the mandate to define the “facts”
and set up policies accordingly. The art of governance in modern (Western) states does not
stop at the political procedures of the state. It also includes running all aspects of social life
and arrive to the ideal method of managing individuals and households through many
practices such as managing health, welfare, social care, poverty, and utilizing statistics and
numerical calculation of individuals. Demography is linked to statistical information. It shows

! Norsworthy, Kathryn, “Feminist Interventions for Southeast Asian Women Trauma Survivors: Deconstructing gender-
based violence and developing structures of peace” (PHD Rollins college), NY
2 .

Ibid
3 Norsworthy, Kathryn, “Feminist Interventions for Southeast Asian Women Trauma Survivors: Deconstructing gender-
based violence and developing structures of peace”
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statistics as the “science” of the social facts of the country and shows institutions as a type of
calculation and “political census” where the numerical logic understands citizens with respect

to the governance system’. Hence, statistics becomes a tool of formulating the bureaucracy of

the governance and others and part of the “power technology of a modern state™.

We cannot speak of a sovereign state in the Palestinian case; therefore, the talk of modernism
project in Palestine is problematic. However, there is a number of institutions that mainly
constitute of the Palestinian Authority (PA) and international organizations and bodies that
utilize accumulated Palestinian societal knowledge and facts to make policies and impose
control over groups and individuals in the society and bring about the desired transformations
in the society. This utilization of knowledge in a colonized society is not limited to the PA; it
is joined by international and human rights organizations as well as financing institutions such
as the World Bank and IMF. The modernism project could use international military forces in
specific cases such as Iraq (for democracy) and Afghanistan (for women).

The intervention of the international community in the issue of discrimination against the
woman, like its intervention in other issues, comes in the form of monitoring based on
periodic reports provided by the governments to the monitoring committees. The international
community would then be able to try to impose adherence to international agreements through
critical reports and exerting pressure by other countries and non-governmental organizations®,

The claim would be that the “benefits” the state that passes the test of “being civilized” would
gain such as aid, relations, and external investment’ would be defined in accordance with the

aforementioned indicators (democracy, human rights, and woman rights). In fact, this
inclination ignores the situations of the women —such situations are originally defined by
factors that are not restricted to their societies- in Third World countries. These situations are
not the actual indicators that define the relationship between the states and the “benefits”
specific Third World countries gain from the Western states. The actual standards are based
on political and economic interests between the state with the monitoring mandate and the
weaker state, which may be, or not, subjected to pressure to change women situations as
required by the political and economic interests. Therefore, the reports on violence and
discrimination against the woman are among the weapons used by the international
community against the Third World countries, which mostly used to be, or still are, colonies.
However, the fighting of the international community against these countries is not for the
sake of women, it is based on other foundations that are linked to other interests.

As for women themselves, the international community focuses on the reports that are
submitted to it on violence and discrimination against women in theses societies.
Conferences, researches, and workshops on human and civil rights, the democracy of the
authority, and human rights violations are considered the most appropriate methods of dealing
with these issues. The maximum achievement of such methods is the amendment of the laws
of the countries in question (such amendments would be among other bargains and political
interests beyond those of organizing conferences and workshops). In short, the way the
international community deals with the issues of violence and discrimination against the

*Pasquino Pasquale, The Foucault Effect: Studies in Govermentality with Two Lectures by and an Interview with Michel
Foucault, Graham Burchell, Colin Gordon and Peter Miller (eds.) Chicago: U of Chicago Press, 1991

> Hacking Ian, The Foucault Effect: Studies in Govermentality with Two Lectures by and an Interview with Michel Foucault,
Graham Burchell, Colin Gordon and Peter Miller (eds.) Chicago: U of Chicago Press, 1991

*Merry, Sally, E “Constructing a Global Law against Women and the Human Rights System” American Bar Foundation,
2003 (accessed 9N\11\2006)
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woman is based on an inclination for reform and modernism that demands from countries to
replace culture and traditional practices with laws8. Nonetheless, the international community

is incapable of dealing with the fact that few of the cases concerning discriminating against
the woman are filed at courts9. The international human rights discourse has been unable to

deal with the fact that the material, political, social, and economic situations that lead to
subjugating women, discriminating against them, and using violence against them stems from
being part of a universal capitalist system based on dominating and exploiting marginalized
and vulnerable categories including women. In fact, many feminist groups reveal that the
modernism societies of the West, which are based on the concepts of the law and the rule of
the law, are based on a patriarchy that is inherent in modernisms, which laid the foundations
of this system. Therefore, discriminating against the woman is institutionalized in the social
system of modernism and its various institutions10. The high rate of violence against women

in Western countries especially in the United States shows that there is discrimination against
the woman. For instance, one-third of American women have been subjected to physical and
sexual violence by close people including husbands and partners though the effective laws
criminalize violence against womenti1.

1.2 Feminist Approaches in Dealing with Violence Against Women

There is an argumentation among feminists and feminists' institutions on the appropriateness
of the discourse of the universal human rights and its sub-conventions. The argumentation is
concerning dealing with discrimination and violence against women and the reform approach
of such discourse and the way it deals with the basic issues that lead to oppressing women and
using violence against them, which makes its capacity and seriousness of dealing with women
subjugation questionable. Many feminists criticize the universal human rights discourse of
general impartiality that fails to address gender, ethnical, and cultural differences. The
discourse is also criticized for failure to address the power relations that cause not only
subjugating women but also subjugating many groups of people on class, national, and ethnic
basis. The discourse tries to impose the dominant culture of the Western male liberal
culture12. The universal human rights discourse claims impartiality and objectivity while

overlooking the fact that it empowers the existing privileges of certain groups and excludes
other groups, mainly women, from such privileges13.

Despite Western feminists' criticisms of the universal human rights discourse, the discourse of
the liberal Western feminists concerning violence against women in the Third World remains
close to the universal human rights discourse. Many of such feminists believe that subjugating
women in the Third World, discriminating, and using violence against them stem from their
culture and religion; therefore, the liberal Western feminists considerer international standards
as the most appropriate for saving Third World women from discrimination and violence.
These feminists consider that abolishing the laws and institutional practices that treat women
discriminately will achieve equality of both sexes and reduce women subjugation and the use

of violence against them'*.

8 Merry 2003

° Tbid

19 Merry 2001

' “Domestic Violence is a Serious, Widespread Social Problem in America: The Facts” [December 2006]
http://www.endabuse.org/resources/facts/

2 Bunting, Annie, “Theorizing Women’s Cultural Diversity in Feminist International Human Rights Strategies,” Journal of
Law and Society 20 (1) 6-22, 1993
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Some Third World countries have laws protecting women from violence and discrimination
(such as Guinea). The governments of such countries carry out awareness campaigns on
issues related to violence against women; however, the use of violence against women in
these countries continues especially at rural areas. This continuation of violence is explained
by liberal feminists by culture and family patriarchy15 without noticing the economic and

social structural problems resulting from engaging these countries in the universal capitalist
system where rural areas in southern countries remain the weakest before the changes that
happen in order to serve universal capitalism and the population of these countries pay the
price. The populations lose their economic activities and have to adapt to the economic
pressure and destructive effects of globalization on sufficient economy as well as the violence
of the capitalist country against them without paying attention to the crisis caused by
introducing specific forms of modernism into these societies.

In the Palestinian case, the literature on domestic violence in the Palestinian society perceives
such violence as deeply rooted in the society as a method of patriarchal domination and that
the Palestinian society is patriarchal. The discrimination between men and women is the basic
element of men violence against women. Dealing with the occupation as an indirect source of
violence against women is represented in speaking of lack of independent judicial system and
lack of police force due to obstacles placed by the occupationi6. Other views say that the

violence of the occupation against Palestinians makes men take out their anger and frustration
on womenl7. Western researchers such as Holt and Peteet argue that violence against

Palestinian women is based on the fact that when a husband, a brother, or a father are unable
to contain the anger, humiliation, and frustration resulting from the occupation, they take it
out on womenl8. Though this argument is repeated in literature about violence against

women, such literature does not refer to in depth study that links between the occupation and
violence. However, the focus is on the individuals' psychology to explain and understand
violence in Palestine. Moreover, violence against women is explained through abstracts such
as culture and patriarchy in a manner that assumes one general definition for each concept
regardless of the historic and social context where they exist and obtain their main features.

Holt established her assumption on the views of Palestinian psychologists while Peteet arrived
to such analysis through interviews with Palestinian women through her research on the
effects of detention and violence that Palestinian men are subject to by the occupation.
Peteet's theory is based on the practice of violence as passage into manhood from the way the
society looks at men. Peteet failed to address the impact of such violence on men themselves
where she justifies it by saying that culture allows it. Therefore, the theories of men projecting
the violence of the occupation on women are not based on studies that take into consideration
the special context of the Palestinian society. To adopt internationally established definitions
and methods of assessment to deal with the subject of violence, as shown by these
assumptions, does not help us understand this phenomenon in the Palestinian society. They
only tell us that violence is produced by either religion or culture without establishing a clear
relationship between the two. Or from men under psychological pressure who take out such
pressure on women without having detailed studies proving this relationship. Additionally,
this approach, which is based on Western pattern to obtain knowledge on a colonized society,

15 1pas
Ibid
1 Holt, Maria, “Palestinian Women, Violence, and the Peace Process,” Development in Practice, 13 (2&3), 223-238, 2003
17 11a:
Ibid
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does not enable us to deal with this phenomenon in the right way since these assumptions led
to internationally specified work programs to deal with violence against women regardless of
the different contexts. These studies are mostly established on awareness campaigns and
psychological treatment sessions of men who cannot control their anger without dealing with
the structural factors that cause such states of anger. And without analyzing the different
structures of dominance that lead to specific forms of violence and oppression under which
men and women live in the Palestinian society19.

The criticism of the generality and impartiality of the human rights discourse; and the
discourse of the liberal feminists on violence against women in Palestine or any other Third
World country and demanding taking the differences between women and their contexts and
concerns into consideration does not mean ignoring the violence women are subjected to in
their societies. It means; however, that defining such violence, the method of research,
determining its causes, the factors that assumingly lead to it, women experiencing it, and the
way it is dealt with must stem from the experiments of these women within their societies
with their special circumstances. These must be linked to other oppressions Third World
women are subjected to20 but are not considered by the human rights discourse either by

blaming culture and religion of the societies for discrimination and violence against the
woman.

The main problem with the women human rights discourse is that it assumes similarity among
women and the methods of violence they are subjected to. The women human rights discourse
also overlooks women class, nationality, or both. It also overlooks the colonial conditions
they undergo. If we want to understand the violence against women, we must understand its
ethnical, class, and historic dimensions21. Upon studying domestic violence, we need to

research how gender inequality overlaps with other forms of inequality and power relations
that produce dominant and subordinate groups where the last is more susceptible to violence.
We cannot impose similar definition for violence on different groups of people and different
women. The context where violence occurs has key impact on its definition and determining
how to assess it and deal with it. We must allow women or any other group subjected to
oppression the opportunity to express their views on how they define violence, experience it,
and lives with it. When the survey determines and sets up indicators beforehand for defining
violence against Palestinian women based on international standards that do not take into
consideration the Palestinian context22, it limits its ability to provide accurate information on

the extent of the spread of this phenomenon, its causes, the overlapping factors leading to it,
and how to deal with it.

1.3 Researching Domestic Violence in Palestine: Problematic Use of Violence Concept

PCBS conducted the domestic violence survey hoping that its findings would contribute to
“Enabling planners and decision-makers to carry out their responsibilities in monitoring and
improving the situation of the Palestinian woman and empower the woman socially,
politically, and economically in achieving the entirety of her rights in the Palestinian

Merry, Sally, “Rights, Religion, and Community: Approaches to Violence against Women in the Context of Globalization,”
Law & society review 35 (1) 39-88, 2001
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Territory. We also hope that this report will assist the decision and policy makers in the
process of the comprehensive national development of this country.”

In order to assess the possibility of realizing this ambitious objective, we must address a
number of theoretical and methodical issues that would contribute to understanding and
assessing the extent of the capacity of the survey to converge the Palestinian situation and the
dynamism of the domestic violence in such situation. Therefore, it was important to refer to
statistics and its relationship with the Western modernist thought and assuming sovereign
state in colonized societies in sections 1.1 and 1.2. This section will deal with statistical data
compilation aspects and the degree of their impact on the survey findings.

Domestic violence is a problematic subject for studying. It is also problematic for
interviewers, respondents, and concerned people. The problematic situation begins with
defining violence. Violence, as any other concept, is formed and its features are specified
through its definition; therefore, the used definition of violence becomes the available
material to be dealt with. Adopting specific definition and variables to assess violence against
women on according to modernist (international) basis led to inability to understand the
special Palestinian context where domestic violence occurs, hence, inability to deal with such
phenomenon. Survey research reliance on internationally specified variables to assess the rate
of women who are subjected to violence may mean that specific behaviors are considered
violent regardless of the recipient’s opinion whether such behaviors are violence or not. The
reliance also excludes the cases of violence where the variables do not apply. The attention
must be drawn to the issue that the respondents may understand violence in a way different
from that, which is used to formulate violence within the survey framework.

In order to define violence, PCBS categorized violence through three patterns: Physical
violence, psychological violence, and sexual violence. PCBS also defined specific behaviors
for each pattern. The main problem here is that the survey reduces physical, psychological,
and sexual violence to specific previously determined behaviors by those in charge of the
survey. Consequently, the survey is unable to assess the women who are subjected to patterns
of physical, psychological, and sexual violence other than those reflected into the behaviors
stated in the survey questionnaire. The other problem of defining violence through specific
physical, psychological, or sexual conducts is in the fact that the determined definition does
not reflect the dynamism of violence as it occurs. Violence has dynamisms and contexts that
are not within the framework of the determined definition. In this context we point out some
feminists' literature that is critical of the surveys that are based on isolating violent actions
from the surrounding environment because such surveys fail to understand the mystery,

complexities, and contradictions that make out a violent action®*.

Moreover, the definition of domestic violence includes certain aspects while at the same time
distances others. This is obvious in the definition provided by the people who prepared the
survey. The report of the main findings of the domestic violence survey defines domestic
violence as follows “The study divides different types of a man's psychological, physical, and
sexual violence against the wife. ...the study divides psychological and physical violence of a
household member against an adult unmarried woman who still lives in the household. The

2 From Preface by Luay Shabaneh, President of PCBS, in: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, Domestic Violence
Survey, December 2005-January 2006, Main Findings, Ramallah, Palestine, 2006

2 See for example Dobash R. E. & Dobash R. P., Women, Violence and Social Change, London and New York: Routledge,
1992
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study also divides different types of household violence against children...”25 Noticeably, the

definition specifies three types of potential violence against married women including
psychological, physical, and sexual violence. The definition also specifies only two potential
types of violence against adult unmarried women or children by a household member
including psychological and physical violence. Failure to address sexual violence in the
context of the dynamism of the relationship with unmarried women, children, or the elderly
makes absent an important widespread phenomenon and indicates that sexual violence does
not exist in such relations; consequently, an important side of the phenomenon of violence in
the Palestinian society is made absent.

The other issue with the problematic definition of the concept of violence is related to how its
quality and quantity aspects are perceived by the respondents. Violence is a highly complex
phenomenon; the violent action often occurs within a more comprehensive context than the
action itself. Therefore, it is difficult to specify the factors of how an individual perceives
violence. A person may perceive a specific behavior as violent whereas another person may
not. There are several factors that influence the way women identify violent behavior. These
factors could include the woman’s personal structure, psychological makeup, and social
background. They could also include the economic, cultural, and political context of the
woman’s life. The factors may also include the woman’s social relations network and the
dynamisms of such relations, in addition to other factors that are difficult to define within the
survey framework; however, they have important impact on our capacity to perceive the
dynamics of violence.

Finally, it is important to address the size of un-statistical errors in domestic violence surveys;
specifically, the inaccurate answers of the respondents, which has serious impact on the
accuracy and findings of the survey. The main problem is in the ability and willingness of the
respondents to speak about the violence they are subjected to since it constitutes a difficult
psychological experience, which makes talking about it in front of interviewers (strangers)
hard, embarrassing, weakening, and insulting. This makes it problematic to obtain accurate
information about the real size of the violence against specific vulnerable groups such as
women, children, and the elderly. There are also reasons of another type including
misunderstanding a question, forgetting a long gone violent action, and failure to address
more recent violent occurrences for having emotional impact on the subject.

Feminist literature indicates that a wider definition of violence increases the level of the
statement about being subjected to violence. The literature proposes that respondents should
be asked about being subjected to violence more than once and in different ways throughout
different stages of the meeting or in the questionnaire. Feminist literature also explains that
the type of question (open or closed) affects the level of the statement. Open questions allow
respondents more free expression of there perception of the different meanings of violence;
they also establish a relationship of confidence between the respondents and the interviewers,
which affects largely the extent of cooperation and willingness to speak about violence before

the interviewer (the stranger)*®.

As a result, the assessment of the PCBS’ domestic violence survey questionnaire faces some
problems. The questionnaire has only closed questions that make women answer sensitive
questions at early stages of the interview such as “Your husband cursed or insulted you;”

BPalestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, Domestic Violence Survey, December 2005-January 2006, Main Findings,
Ramallah, Palestine, 2006
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“Your husband threw something at you that could have hurt you;” “Your husband twisted
your arm or pulled your hair”. Answering this type of questions in front of an interviewer,
who is a stranger to the respondent, will definitely embarrass the respondent and affect the
survey findings. Moreover, the surrounding environment —having children, husband, or
mother-in-law around- on completing the questionnaire influences the answers of the
respondent; this cannot be underestimated. Assessing the extent of subjecting the husband to
wife’s violence or children to household’s violence is through questions to wives or mothers.
For instance, the questionnaire has questions to the wife such as “You cursed or insulted your
husband;” “Your husband passed out because you hit him on the head;” “You singed or
scorched your husband on purpose.” The accuracy of the wife’s answers to these questions
cannot be predicted.

These factors and the extent of their impact on the survey must be taken into consideration

before the research findings are analyzed or treated as reflection of the violence phenomenon
in the Palestinian society.
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Chapter Two

Ever-Married Women

2.1 Introduction

Before going deep into the details of the findings of the ever-married women survey, we
would like to point out to the Amnesty International report It’s in our hand: Stop violence
against women. The reports states that according to a study of the findings of 50 worldwide
field surveys, one woman at least in every three women has been subjected in her lifetime to
beating, coerced into sex, or other violations. The perpetrators are usually a household
member or a person she knows?’. However, it is necessary to combine the tools assessing the

concept of violence and its dimensions in order to benefit from the international comparison.

The research deals with three dimensions/types of violence against ever-married women:
Psychological, physical, and sexual violence. Each type has indicators assessing its
dimensions. For instance, psychological violence is assessed through five indicators, four of
which assess verbal abuse such as cursing or insulting as well as using phrases like “Your
husband told you that you were fat or ugly.” The verbal abuse indicators also include
assessing yelling, shouting, and provocative expressions. The remaining indicator assesses
physical violence such as breaking or ruining woman’s property. Physical violence is assessed
through fourteen indicators assessing attacking the woman’s person. The indicators range
between the extent of harm including: Grabbing, face slapping, arm twisting, hair pulling,
bruising, using a knife, a hatchet, a shovel, or a similarly sharp or dangerous object. They also
include beating with a less sharp object such as a belt or a stick, beating on the head that leads
to passing out, strangling or strangling attempt, breaking bones, and intentional singing or
scorching. The third assessed dimension of violence is sexual violence. Five indicators are
used to assess sexual violence, four of which assess rape including threatening, using physical
power to coerce the wife into copulation, or coercing the wife into copulation in different
ways that she was not happy with. The fifth indicator assesses husband’s refusal to use
contraceptives during copulation despite the wife’s request.

2.2 Types of Violence Against Ever-Married Women in the Palestinian Territory in and
Before 2005

Table 2.1: Percentage of Ever Married Women on Palestinian Territory, Exposed to
Any Violence by Husband, at Least Once by Period and Type of Violence

Type of violence
Period
Psychological violence Physical violence Sexual violence
During the Year 2005 61.7 23.3 10.9
During the Period
Preceding 2005 66.1 339 15.5

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics 2006, Domestic Violence Survey, December 2005-January 2006, Main
Findings, Ramallah, Palestine,

The survey findings about types of husband’s violence in 2005 (Table 2.1) show a spread of
different types of violence against women, mainly, psychological violence (61.7%) followed
by physical violence (23.3%) and sexual violence (10.9%).

27 Amnesty International, It’s in our hand: Stop violence against women, 2004
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According to the results of the period preceding 2005, Result shows in the table above that
higher rates of ever-married women were subjected to the different types of violence in
comparison with 2005. However, the pattern of dimensions rates within the two time
reference periods is similar since women are mostly subjected to psychological violence,
followed by physical violence, and sexual violence.

Dealing with each dimension of violence individually and showing the rates of subjecting
women to violence for each indicator will take us to drawing a less sharp picture. This is
because the total rates above show the total of women being subjected to each indicator of
each dimension. Therefore, the dimension is a total assessment to the rate of women who are
subjected to at least one indicator one time. To put it in a simpler way, the total values
combine women who are subjected to one indicator one time and those who are subjected to
more than one indicator more than one time. They will not expose the rates of the women who
are subjected to each dimension of violence if the woman was subjected to more than one
indicator of the dimension; however, they present a picture of the extent of the spread of each
type of violence.

Starting with the conducts of what is defined as psychological violence; the survey findings
show that the rate that represents the extent of the spread of the phenomenon of psychological
violence among ever-married women is very high and stands at (61.7%). The picture that
depicts the indicators of this dimension individually in a gradual manner from the most
difficult violence to that, which is less difficult, show that the most widespread conduct that
ever-married women in the Palestinian Territory are subjected to at least once is yelling or
shouting; it stands at (56.4%). The rate of those who are subjected to cursing and insulting
totals (32.1%); the rate of those who are subjected to provocative talk is (27.9%); the rate of
ever-married women being subjected to talks like you are fat and ugly is (8.2%); and whose
property is subjected to ruining and/or damaging is (5.6%). The results show that women
suffer more from less painful violent actions (such as yelling, cursing, and insulting). They
suffer less from the more painful conducts (such as called ugly, fat, or property damage). The
same pattern of the rates of each indicator is repeated in the period prior to 2005 but at higher
values (Table 2.2).
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Table 2.2: Percentage of Ever Married Women Exposed to Violence of Husband on
Palestinian Territory by Types and Actions of Violence for Selected Years

During the Year Period
Types and Actions of Violence 2005 Preceding, 2005
Percentage
Physical Abuse
Threw something toward that could have hurt 7.6 13.8
Twisted arm or pulling hair 7.2 14.6
Attacking which resulted in bruises, scratches, light wounds, 43 8.1
injuries, or joints pain ’ ’
Pushed strongly 11.5 18.2
Attacking with a knife, hatchet, shovel, or similarly sharp and 15 19
dangerous objects ’ ’
Beat on head resulted in coma 2.0 3.3
husband hit you is less sharp than the aforementioned objects
; - ; 4.2 8.4
such as (a belt, stick, or similarly sharp objects)
Strangling or tried to strangle 1.8 2.0
Grabbing strongly 10.7 14.9
Slapping the face 9.7 18.8
Breaking one of the bones 1.7 23
Singed or scorched on purpose 1.2 1.3
Psychological Abuse
Cursing or insulting 321 453
Saying thing as fat or ugly 8.2 9.7
Destroyed or spoiled own property 5.6 101
Yelled or shouting 56.4 60.0
Saying things in order to provoke and upset 27.9 30.2
Sexual Abuse
Husband refused that his wife to use contraceptives during
. ; 6.2 9.3
copulation despite her request.
Using physical power to enforce copulate 3.9 6.2
Using force against wife in different ways (such as beating and
using sharp objects) to enforce her into copulation in ways that 20 24
she not happy with.
Threatening to enforce wife into copulation in different ways
; 2.4 27
that you are not happy with.
Threatening to enforce wife copulation. 3.8 5.1

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics 2006, Domestic Violence Survey, December 2005-January 2006, Main
Findings, Ramallah, Palestine.

As for physical violence, the results show that the total rate of women who are subjected to
physical violence is (23.3%). However, the rates vary in accordance with each indicator of
this dimension. For instance, the most common behaviors that ever-married women in the
Palestinian Territory are subjected to at least once, according to them, are strong pushing,
powerful grabbing, and slapping on the face. The rates of being subjected to these behaviors
in 2005 are (11.5%, 10.7% and 9.7%) respectively. The rates of women who were subjected
to sharp behaviors such as being hit with a stick or a belt is (4.2%); attacked with a knife or
sharp objects is (1.5%); breaking bones is (1.7%); and being singed or scorched on purpose is
(1.2%).
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Pre-2005 results show that the most common violent practices ever-married women in the
Palestinian Territory were subjected to at least once, according to them, was face slapping at
(18.8%), strong pushing at (18.2%), and powerful grabbing at (14.9%).

Such presentation is different from the reality presented by the total rate of violence. Clearly,
sharp violent practices are a lot less carried out than the lesser sharp ones. This depicted
picture, though negative and inhumane and that all forms of violence must be eliminated,
shows a lesser radical situation than that depicted by the picture of random presentation of
results, or the picture that combines all of the indicators and presents a very high rate (such as
(23.3%) of ever-married women are subjected to physical violence). Moreover, we must warn
that this high rate is not a great deal different from the rates of other rich and industrial
countries such as North America where (22.0%) of women are subjected to physical violence.
This has many positive indicators. For instance, the Palestinian society is subjected to an
oppressive military occupation. Such occupation uses violent means against the people of the
society all the time and at different levels. The occupation impoverishes the Palestinian
society and robs its materialistic and humanistic resources. The Palestinian society is under
continuous military aggression and imprisonment of every society member. There is a large
percentage of Palestinian people in prisons. However, such society practices violence against
women in a rate that is similar to that of a society that is among the richest on the face of
earth. Shouldn’t we lend a hand to American women?

Sexual violence practices, according to the survey findings, stands at (10.9%), according
ever-married women in the Palestinian Territory who have been subjected to such violence.
However, the 2005 rates of those who have been subjected to each indicator of this dimension
of violence show that the most common practice, according ever-married women in the
Palestinian Territory who have been subjected to such violence at least once, is the husband’s
refusal to use contraceptive during sexual intercourse despite wife’s request at (6.2%). This
rate is followed by being coerced into sexual intercourse using physical power by the husband
at (3.9%), using threat to force the wife into sexual practices she is not happy with at (2.4%),
and using force to make the wife carry out different types for sexual intercourse that she is not
happy with at (2.0%).

Pre-2005 rates show that husband’s refusal to use contraceptives during sexual intercourse
despite wife’s request stands at (9.3%). Being coerced into sexual intercourse using physical
power by the husband stands at (6.2%). Using threat to force the wife into sexual intercourse
at (5.1%); using threats to force the wife into different types of sexual intercourse she is not
happy with stands at (2.7%); and using force to make the wife carry out different types for
sexual intercourse that she is not happy with reaches (2.4%).

The final results of sexual violence show that the most practices that ever-married women are
subjected to at least once, according to them, is husband’s refusal to use contraceptives during
copulation despite wife’s request. Husband’s refusal to use contraceptives despite wife’s
request is a violation of the woman’s reproduction rights. It is also a violation of her free
decision to have children. However, combining this indicator into sexual violence exaggerates
the sexual violence phenomenon through an indicator that does not necessarily express sexual
violence. The husband’s refusal to use contraceptives during sexual intercourse despite wife’s
request is another type of violence that infringes on the woman’s rights of reproduction.
Besides, the absence of other conducts from sexual violence such as husband’s resort to
physical moves and hidden phrases that coerce the woman into an unwanted sexual
intercourse, reduce the size of the phenomenon.
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Therefore, it is necessary to distinguish between two types of sexual violence used in the
study:

1. Materialistic or physical sexual violence including the different degrees of sexual rape such
as threatening and use of physical power to coerce the wife into copulation or force her to
do different kinds of sexual intercourse she is unhappy with.

2. The violence that infringes upon the woman’s reproduction rights and freed decision to
have children. The husband who refuses to abide by his wife’s wish to use contraceptives
during sex (notice that the question does not say which one is requested to use the
contraceptive; is it the wife or the husband?) does not sexually rape her; he rather
oppresses her freedom to decide upon reproduction and burdens her with what she is not
ready to be burdened with. This type of violence against women is equally difficult for
women like other types; however, it should not be placed with the violent cases that
include being coerced into sex or rape.

Clearly, the attempt to recognize the extent of the spread of each type of assessed violence
women are subjected to in the research is directly influenced by the specific definition of the
various dimensions of the violence and the type of indicators used to assess each specific
dimension in the study. For instance, psychological violence in this study includes indicators
that are related to verbal abuse such as shouting, cursing, and insulting. Other indicators are
related to materialistic violence including breaking and ruining private property. These types
of violence would naturally have psychological effects as is the case of physical and sexual
violence; however, they do not directly express psychological violence.

In addition to the extent of the indicator’s representation of the dimensions of violence, there
is the possibility of occurrence of the event the indicator represents. For instance, there are
indicators of rare occurrence including beating on the head that leads to passing out.
Therefore, this indicator decreases the actual spread of the physical violence as a whole. On
the other hand, there are indicators of frequent occurrence; they would magnify the extent of
the spread of one violence dimension or another. The phenomenon of beating on the head that
leads to passing out may rarely occur not because beating on the head is of rare occurrence
but because the beating on the head that leads to passing out rarely occurs. Hence, this
indicator reflects a very powerful harm of rare occurrence. Thus, it reduces the extent of the
phenomenon occurrence as a whole; consequently, reduces the strength of the phenomenon in
reality.

Moreover, there are non-statistical errors that affect collection of information from
respondents and the accuracy of the findings. For instance, the rates of the different types of
violence are influenced by the women's willingness to frankly answer the questions or the
surrounding conditions at the time of completing the questionnaire. According to literature of
this context28, the most problematic issue of the surveys on violence against women is the

reduction of the size of the phenomenon due to women failure to reveal the real size of
violence against them for a number of reasons.

28 Smith M., Enhancing the Quality of Survey Data on Violence against Women: A Feminist Approach, Gender and Society,
Vol. 8, No. 1 P. 109-127, 1994
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The reasons include women considering that being subjected to violence is a personal issue
that cannot be easily discussed; embarrassment and being ashamed of inviting others into such
issue; and women's fear from husbands' revenge if they were to find out. There are other types
of reasons including failure to understand the question in the way it is put in the questionnaire,
forgetting the event because it happened long time ago, talking about past events of violence
and ignoring recent ones because they still have emotional impact on the women. It is
impossible to confine the causes that would make women be secretive about revealing the
violence they were subjected to; however, feminist literature asserts that this is a serious issue
especially when the perpetrator is a close person like the husband. Besides, the social,
economic, and cultural backgrounds of women affect their statements of being subjected to
violence. Their awareness of the violent event also influences their statements; it is unclear
whether respondents are aware of some of the conducts included in the survey as determinants
of a type of violence.

Therefore, we find the high rates of women in the Palestinian Territory stating that they were
subjected to the practices that were described as psychological, physical, and sexual violence
worrying. Despite the above remarks, which raise questions about the accuracy and credibility
of the rates of being subjected to violence, as shown in survey findings, the statements of
ever-married women of the Palestinian Territory about being subjected to conducts defined in
the survey as physical, psychological, and sexual violence, especially frequent subjection to
such conducts, is a worrying phenomenon. It reflects an unhealthy household environment.
This may affect women and their feeling of psychological and physical safety; their self-
esteem; and their realization of the husband as an intimate partner. It also affects children and
their ability to acquire nonviolent forms of relationship with themselves and with others.

As for the time factor of the violent event, feminist literature indicates that women subjected
to violence tend to reveal past events of violence at higher rates than revealing recent violent
events because past events have relatively lesser emotional impact than recent events2o.
Therefore, it is possible to explain the lower rates of statements on domestic violence against
women in 2005 by the fact that the emotional impact of the violent events is still sharp, which
makes it hard for women to speak about it; in addition to the fact that long time reference is
often accompanied by higher statement rates.

2.3 The Impact of the Political Situation and Guided Occupation Violence
Table 2.3: Impact of Political and Economic Pressure on Exposure of Palestinian

Society to Political Violence According to Wife Perspective by Period and Type of
Political Violence

Type of political violence
Period Political Abuse Against Political Abuse Against Pollgcal Abusz Ag:lnst
Human Society ossessed an
Economic
During the Year 2005 30.1 15.7 53.6
During  the Period
Preceding 2005 77.1 76.9 66.8

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics 2006, Domestic Violence Survey, December 2005-January 2006, Main
Findings, Ramallah, Palestine.

According to table above, the rates of the occupation political violence including violence
against people, society, property and economy as indicated by ever-married women who were

? Russell D. E. H., Rape in Marriage, New York: Macmillan, 1982
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subjected to such types of violence with their households before 2005 are higher than those of
the pre-2005 rates. They stand at (77.1%, 76.9%, and 66.8%) respectively compared with
(30.1%, 15.7%, and 53.6%) respectively for the 2005 period. The higher rates of women
being subjected to political violence before 2005 are expected for a number of reasons,
including long time reference period. Therefore, the possibility of being subjected to
occupation and/or settlers' violence is higher; in addition, the aforesaid period includes Israeli
occupation army incursions into Palestinian Territory and more directly violent acts.

It is also possible to link between the highest rates of statements on political violence in
pre-2005 period and the highest rates of being subjected to all types of violence by the
husband during the same time reference period; however, the nature of the relationship
between political and domestic violence would be unclear unless other factors are brought
under control.

2.4 Practiced Violence in the Palestinian Territory and its Relation with Region and
Type of locality in 2005 and the Period Preceding Such Date

Table: 2.4: Percentage of Ever Married Women Exposed to Any Violence by Husband,
at Least Once by Region, Type of Locality and Type of Violence for Selected Years

Type of Violence

Region and Type of Locality
Psychological Abuse Physical Abuse Sexual Abuse
During the Year 2005

Region

Palestinian Territory 61.7 233 10.9
West Bank 68.8 237 11.5
Gaza Strip 49.7 22.6 9.7
Type of Locality

Urban 62.8 23.2 11.2
Rural 64.9 23.0 10.9
Camps 52.3 241 9.8

During the Period Preceding 2005

Region

Palestinian Territory 66.1 33.9 15.5
West Bank 73.5 351 16.8
Gaza Strip 53.4 317 13.1
Type of Locality

Urban 68.0 34.4 16.7
Rural 70.0 342 14.8
Camps 53.2 315 121

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics 2006, Domestic Violence Survey, December 2005-January 2006, Main
Findings, Ramallah, Palestine.

The survey findings in (Table 2.4) indicate that the rate of ever-married women in the West
Bank who stated that they had been subjected to the different types of violence is higher than
that of Gaza Strip during the two time references (in and before 2005). In 2005, ever-married
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women in the West Bank stated that they had been subjected to psychological, physical, and
sexual violence by the husband at (68.8%, 23.7%, and 11.5%) respectively. On the other hand
and during the same period, Gaza Strip ever-married women stated that they had been
subjected to psychological, physical, and sexual violence at (49.7%, 22.6%, and 9.7%)
respectively.

However, before 2005, the rates of ever-married women who stated that the had been
subjected to psychological, physical, and sexual violence were (73.5%, 35.1%, and 16.8%)
respectively in the West Bank and (53.4%, 31.7%, and 13.1%) respectively in Gaza Strip.

According to survey findings about types of violence by type of locality, ever-married women
of the urban and rural areas as well as refugee camps stated that they had been subjected more
to psychological violence than physical and sexual violence during the two time reference
periods.

The most prominent finding is that ever-married women at refugee camps had a lower rate of
being subjected to psychological violence than urban and rural ever-married women. The
findings reveal that the rates of ever-married women who stated that they had been subjected
to psychological violence at urban, rural areas, and refugee camps are (62.8%, 64.9%, and
52.3%) respectively in 2005. Alternatively, the pre-2005 rates were (68.0%, 70.0%, and
53.2%) respectively.

The rates of being subjected to physical and sexual violence are close among the three
localities despite the differences. It is important for the attempt to understand the difference in
the rates of statements about psychological violence between rural, urban, and refugee camps,
and the fact that the rates are the lowest at refugee camps, to understand the different patterns
of marital relationships in the three localities. This issue requires qualitative research about
the surrounding environment (political, economic, social, and cultural). Also, understand the
impact of such environment on the marital relationships patterns in the different localities and
examine the theory that says bad political situations influencing household relationships at the
refugee camp (in Gaza Strip, too) may lead to more cooperative relationships in the household
in order to adapt to the burdens of life.

Table 2.5: Percentage of Ever Married Women Exposed to Any Violence by
Husband, by Type of Violence and Region of West Bank During the Year 2005

West Bank
Type of violence
Northern Central Southern
Physical violence 19.8 21.5 31.4
Psychological violence 58.8 71.8 78.7
Sexual violence 8.9 11.6 15.0

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics 2006, Domestic Violence Survey, December 2005-January 2006, Main
Findings, Ramallah, Palestine.

The detailing of the types of domestic violence in the West Bank by north, central, and
southern regions shows that the percentage of ever-married women and live in the southern
region of the West Bank have been subjected to higher rates of psychological, physical, and
sexual violence compared with ever-married women in central and northern regions of the
West Bank.
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Results show that the challenge facing the location where the Palestinian family lives in the
West Bank (northern, central, or southern) affects clearly the percentage of subjecting women
to the different types of violence. This asserts that the dynamisms of violence are affected by
several factors related to the context where it happens

Table 2.6: Impact of Political and Economic Pressure on Exposure of Palestinian
Society to Political Violence According to Wife Perspective by Region and Type of
Political Violence for Selected Years

Type of Political Violence

Reglof;cna?ig,ype o Poltical Abuse Agains Political Abuse AgF;‘i’r']igfg'o';‘*s’é’::e ]
uman Against Society and Economic
During the Year 2005

Region

Palestinian Territory 30.1 15.7 53.6
West Bank 37.3 22.0 58.6
Gaza Strip 17.5 4.6 449
Type of Locality

Urban 27.3 13.9 52.7
Rural 36.9 20.2 60.2
Camps 28.0 14.2 457

During the Period Preceding 2005

Region

Palestinian Territory 771 76.9 66.8
West Bank 80.1 83.5 711
Gaza Strip 71.9 65.4 59.3
Type of Locality

Urban 76.2 73.0 66.7
Rural 79.8 90.5 70.1
Camps 75.8 67.5 61.4

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics 2006, Domestic Violence Survey, December 2005-January 2006,
Main Findings, Ramallah, Palestine,

Data shows that the rates of ever-married women who stated that they and/or members of
their household had been subjected to political violence against human beings, political
violence against the society, and political violence against property and economy are (37.3%,
22.0%, and 58.6%) respectively in the West Bank. In Gaza Strip, the rates are (17.5%, 4.6%,
and 44.9%) in respectively in 2005.

Pre-2005 results show that the rates of ever-married women’s statements about being
subjected to political violence against human beings, political violence against the society,
and political violence against property and economy are (80.1%, 83.5%, and 71.1%)
respectively in the West Bank. In Gaza Strip, the rates are (71.9%, 65.4%, and 59.3%) in
respectively.

The rates of ever-married women in the West Bank who had been subjected to the different
types of political and domestic violence are higher than those of Gaza Strip. These higher
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rates could reflect the household or political situation in both of the West Bank and Gaza Strip
and a relationship between political violence and domestic violence. Alternatively, the rates
could reflect a difference in realizing political and domestic violence by women regardless of
the actual practices.

Therefore, it is possible that West Bank women realize and report violence in a manner that is
different from that of Gaza Strip women. This would be for different reasons including the
spread of anti violence culture and resisting violence by women and human rights institutions.
Such institutions are more influential in the West Bank than Gaza Strip.

2.5 Violence Against Women in the Palestinian Territory and its Relation to Some
Background Characteristics of the Wife and Husband in 2005 and the Period
Preceding 2005

2.5.1 Educational Status

Table 2.7: Percentage of Ever Married Women Exposed to Any Violence by Husband,
at Least Once by Background Characteristics of Wife and Type of Violence During the

Year 2005
Wife’s Background Type of Violence
Characteristics Psychological Abuse Physical Abuse Sexual Abuse
Education Attainment
Elementary and Less 62.5 25.8 12.0
Preparatory 64.3 251 12.2
Secondary and over 58.4 191 8.5
Labour Force Status
Inside Labour Force 62.8 16.8 7.2
Outside Labour force 61.5 23.9 11.2
Household Size
4 and less 541 19.7 10.8
5 and More 64.2 245 10.9
Age
15-24 62.1 249 14.0
25-34 66.7 26.4 12.3
35-44 61.2 21.9 10.2
45-54 57.1 20.5 8.0
55-64 47.6 14.9 3.1

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics 2006, Domestic Violence Survey, December 2005-January 2006, Main
Findings, Ramallah, Palestine.

According to the findings of (Table 2.7), education has an impact on subjecting women to all
types of violence assessed by the study (psychological, physical, and sexual) because ever-
married women of secondary education and more gave lower rates of subjection to all types
of violence than ever-married women of preparatory and less education during the two
timeframe periods.
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Table: 2.8: Percentage of Ever Married Women Exposed to Any Violence by Husband,
by Background Characteristics of Wife and Type of Violence During the Period
Preceding 2005

Wife’s Background Type of Violence
Characteristics Psychological Abuse Physical Abuse Sexual Abuse

Education Attainment
Elementary and Less 68.1 39.3 17.9
Preparatory 68.6 33.4 14.6
Secondary and over 61.6 28.2 13.4
Labour Force Status
Inside Labour Force 66.5 31.4 15.1
Outside Labour force 66.1 341 15.5
Household Size
4 and less 59.2 299 13.4
5 and More 68.4 356.2 16.1
Age
15-24 65.3 27.8 14.5
25-34 69.5 37.6 16.2
35-44 66.6 32.9 16.0
45-54 65.7 348 15.9
55-64 55.2 32.6 12.3

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics 2006, Domestic Violence Survey, December 2005-January 2006, Main
Findings, Ramallah, Palestine.

Despite the limited impact of education on reducing subjecting women to violence, women
with secondary and more education clearly have high rates of the three types of violence
assessed in the survey though such rates are lower than those of women with preparatory and
less education are. Therefore, there must be other factors influencing subjecting women to
violence than education. It is important to understand these factors and their relationship with
the education factor. Theoretically, the most important factor that could embody the reason is
the bad economic situation of educated women. Education alone cannot lead to what it should
logically lead to without a comfortable economic situation in the household for educated
people. There is also the political suffering caused by the Zionist occupation as well as social
consequences and patriarchal and cultural factors that prevent educated women from living a
violence-free life.

Hence, it is important to examine the relationship between couples’ education and subjecting
wives to violence, i.e. whether education reduces the chances of being subjected to the types
of violence regardless of the economic, social, and cultural situation of the household. For
instance, if we discover that the rate of women with secondary and above education and are
well to do is lower than those of the same education but rather have a bad economic situation
then we will realize that education alone does not prevent violence; it needs a good economic
situation to achieve its impact. However, the method of assessing the economic situation of
this study through the “being in or out of the labor force” indicator does not allow the
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examination of this three-way relationship. The economic factor should have been assessed
with an indicator of higher credibility.

Besides, the rates of statements of women with secondary and above education could be the
lowest because such women concealed being subjected to violence since it may be considered
a blemish for them before an interviewer to reveal violent practices against them.

Table: 2.9: Percentage of Ever Married Women Exposed to Any Violence by Husband,
at Least Once by Background Characteristics of Husband and Type of Violence During

the Year 2005
Husband’s Background Type of Violence
Characteristics Psy;hbodzgical Physical Abuse Sexual Abuse
Education Attainment
Elementary and Less 64.5 29.3 13.5
Preparatory 64.8 226 10.9
Secondary and over 57.9 18.0 8.1
Labour Force Status
Inside Labour Force 62.6 229 10.5
Outside Labour force 52.6 239 12.4
Age
15-24 59.4 30.6 171
25-34 66.7 26.0 13.6
35-44 63.0 233 9.6
45-54 59.3 21.0 8.9
55-64 54.6 14.6 6.9
65+ 46.0 18.7 6.4

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics 2006, Domestic Violence Survey, December 2005-January 2006, Main
Findings, Ramallah, Palestine.

As for husband’s education, results (Tables 2.9 and 2.10) show same pattern of the
relationship between education and subjecting the wife to violence. Ever-married women
whose husbands have secondary education and higher stated that they had been subjected to
lower rates of psychological, physical, and sexual violence than ever-married women whose
husbands have preparatory education and lower during the two time reference periods (pre-
and post-2005). However, violent conducts do not disappear completely when the husband
has secondary and higher education

Then again, education alone (for wife’s and husbands) is not a sufficient factor to exclude
violent conducts within the frame of marriage. Other factors must be put to the test such as the
curricula and the way they challenge the patriarchal structure of the society.

Also, their contribution to establishing a relationship based on ruling out of violent conducts;
in addition to other factors including the economic and political situation and its relationship
with the education factor in influencing the couples’ structure and marital relationship.
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Table: 2.10: Percentage of Ever Married Women Exposed to Any Violence by Husband,
by Background Characteristics of Husband and Type of Violence During the Period
Preceding 2005

Husband’s Background Type of Violence
Characteristics Psychological Abuse Physical Abuse Sexual Abuse

Education Attainment
Elementary and Less 70.4 40.2 16.7
Preparatory 69.2 32.7 13.2
Secondary and over 60.8 27.0 12.0
Labour Force Status
Inside Labour Force 66.5 32.8 13.7
Outside Labour force 60.8 34.9 15.9
Age
15-24 65.2 35.2 11.0
25-34 68.4 33.5 141
35-44 67.1 33.1 13.4
45-54 65.1 33.4 15.9
55-64 63.1 29.8 11.9
65+ 53.9 31.5 14.0

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics 2006, Domestic Violence Survey, December 2005-January 2006, Main
Findings, Ramallah, Palestine.

2.5.2 Employment Status

Table 2.7 shows that the employment status or whether the women is inside or outside the
labor force does not affect the rates of subjecting ever-married women to psychological
violence (62.8% of women in the labor force are subjected to psychological violence
compared to 61.5% of those outside the labor force). In any case, employment status has
modest impact on subjecting women to physical and sexual violence since women inside the
labor force stated that they had been subjected to physical and psychological violence at
(16.8% and 7.2%) respectively compared to subjecting women outside the labor force to
physical and psychological violence at (23.9% and 11.2%) respectively in 2005.

Despite the low rates of subjection to violence especially physical and sexual violence,

according to the statements of women within the labor force, the rates of subjecting these
women to violence is still somehow high.

[43]



These results are controversial especially if take into consideration the dominant thought
among many parties and trend, including liberal, Marxist, international development
institutions, governments, and women organizations that low status of women is due to lack
of job opportunities; creating job opportunities will end this low status3o.

This may be due to nature of work the woman does and its contribution to empowering her
within the household. There is a high percentage of women involved in the low paid jobs of
the labor market. Hence, to identify whether the nature of the woman’s work has an impact on
the extent of spread of violence against her by the husband, it is necessary to ask the woman
about the nature of the work she does.

Besides, it is important to point to the wide concept of labor force used in the survey. It does
not define the nature and wage women earn. It does not define the extent of its contribution to
the household economy; therefore, it is difficult to analyze the effect of women’s being in the
labor force on their status in the household in general especially their subjection to domestic
violence by the husband. For instance, it is important to divide between women’s work at the
official sector and their work in the unofficial sector, which is sometimes considered
widening of the women’s traditional roles. Women’s work at the official sector may liberate
them from the unpaid housework 31 and create a bigger opportunity to empower women in
comparison with working in the unofficial sector32.

Moreover, the employment status intersects with many factors to formulate the particularity
of the spousal relationship and the particularity of the phenomenon of violence in such
relationship. The results of the survey with respect to education and employment in general

assert in part the findings of Liza Traki*® who is skeptical about the contribution of education

of the Palestinian woman and her work outside home to the relations within the household
especially when the husband remains the breadwinner of the household. However, it is
necessary to compile data on the household income, type of couples’ work, women’s
assessment of the economic situation of the households, and other indicators that assess/
represent the household’s economic status in order to know more accurately the link between
the economic situation of the woman and household and using different types of violence
against women by their husbands.

Survey results in (Tables 2.9 and 2.10) show that when husbands are outside the labor force,
wives are less subjected to psychological violence but slightly more subjected to physical and
sexual violence. On the other hand, women are subjected to lower rates of violence when the
husbands are inside the labor force during both time reference periods of 2005 and before
2005. Husbands outside the labor force take out their frustration on their wives through
physical and sexual conducts rather than psychological conducts. This explains the lower
rates of subjecting women to psychological violence by husbands outside the labor force
compared to husbands in the labor force.

Benera, L. & Sen, G., “Accumulation, Reproduction and Women’s Role in Economic Development: Boserup Revised”, in

The Women, Gender and Development Reader, Eds Visvanathan et al, Zed Books, 1997
3! Kusterer, K., “The Imminent Demise of Patriarchy,” pp 239-255 in Tinker, I. Eds. Persistent Inequalities. New York:

Oxford University Press, 1989
32 Ward, K., “Introduction and Overview” pp 1-22 in Ward, K. Eds. Women Workers and Global Restructuring, Ithaca: ILR

Press
33 Traki, Liza, The Palestinian Society, Woman Studies Unit, Birzeit University, 1997
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It also explains the higher rates of subjecting women to physical and sexual violence by
husbands outside the labor force compared to husbands in the labor force. However, this
theory needs to be examined through comparative studies on violent husbands’ conducts in
the different periods of being in and out of the labor force.

2.5.3 Household Size

Survey results (Table 2.7) show that a household size of four is accompanied by lower rates
of subjecting women, according to women, to violence mainly psychological and physical
violence for both time reference periods of pre and after 2005. The rates of ever-women with
household size of four and below who stated that they had been subjected to psychological,
physical, and sexual husband violence were( 54.1%, 19.7%, and 10.8%) respectively. On the
other hand, the rates of ever-women with household size of five and more who stated that
they had been subjected to psychological, physical, and sexual husband violence were
(64.2%, 24.5%, and 10.9%) respectively in 2005.

As for the pre-2005 period (Table 2.8), the rates of ever-women with household size of four
and below who stated that they had been subjected to psychological, physical, and sexual
husband violence were (59.2%, 29.9%, and 13.4%) respectively. Alternatively, the rates of
ever-women with household size of five and more who stated that they had been subjected to
psychological, physical, and sexual husband violence were (68.4%, 35.2%, and 16.1%)
respectively.

The results pinpoint the type of relation between household size and women's statements
about being subjected to two dimensions of husbands' violence including psychological and
physical violence. However, there is no effect of the household size on sexual violence.
Naturally, there are other factors affecting the decision on household size and the
phenomenon of husband's violence. However, it is logical in expect that small household size
leads to reducing the economic burdens and providing calmer family atmosphere and
establishing relationships of less violent conducts.

2.5.4 Age

The findings of the survey (Table 2.7 and Table 2.8) show that the percentage of the ever-
married women; now in the age group of (25-34) years, who stated that they had been
subjected to psychological and sexual violence, is somehow higher than the percentage of
those subjected to these types of violence in the other older and younger age groups. Sexual
violence; however, have a higher percentage among the younger age group of (15-24). This
age group, alternatively, suffers less from psychological and physical violence when
compared to older age groups. Findings reflect a weak but clear relation between the women’s
age and subjecting them to the different types of violence in 2005. In any case, the power of
this relation seems to be unnoticed in pre-2005 period.

The difficult situation; however, that the results of the survey show is the large percentage of
women aged (55-64) who are subjected to psychological violence. In 2005, this percentage
reached less than (19.0%) of the highest value of women in the age group of (25-34). In any
case, the percentage remains high since (47.6%) of people in this age group are subjected to
psychological violence.

Before 2005, the percentage of women of this age group who were subjected to psychological

violence by the husband totaled (55.2%). The percentage of the women of the same age group
who are subjected to physical violence is also high since (14.9%) are subjected to a type of
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beating. This means that old age and expected respect do not actually protect elderly women
from violence. Their situation concerning being subjected to psychological and physical
violence by the husbands remains difficult. The results of the survey assert that ever-married
women state that they had been subjected to different types of violence during long years of
age, which pinpoints that the dynamisms of violence continue all over the life cycle of the
woman though their levels drop as age advances.

2.6 Frequency of Different Types of Violence

When ever-married women were asked about being subjected to violent conducts by the
husband, they were asked to specify the number of times they were subjected to violent
conducts by the husband in 2005

Table 2.11: Percentage Distribution of Ever Married Women Exposed to Any Violence
by Husband by Region, Type of Locality, Frequency of Violence and Type of Violence

During the Year 2005

Region and Type of Locality/ Frequency Type of Violence

of Violence Peyehological Physical Abuse Sexual Abuse
Region
Palestinian Territory
Less Than Three Times 236 59.3 96.1
Three Times and More 76.4 40.7 3.9
West Bank
Less Than Three Times 25.0 62.3 95.9
Three Times and More 75.0 37.3 41
Gaza Strip
Less Than Three Times 20.4 54.0 96.3
Three Times and More 79.6 46.0 3.7
Type of Locality
Urban
Less Than Three Times 23.4 61.0 96.3
Three Times and More 76.6 39.0 3.7
Rural
Less Than Three Times 25.0 59.0 95.5
Three Times and More 75.0 41.0 45
Camps
Less Than Three Times 216 54.2 96.4
Three Times and More 78.4 45.8 3.6

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics 2006, Domestic Violence Survey, December 2005-January 2006, Main
Findings, Ramallah, Palestine.

According to (Table 2.11) psychological violence is the most frequently used violence since
(76.4%) of women who were subjected to psychological violence stated that they had been
subjected to such violence more than three times. This is followed by physical violence where
(40.7%) of women who were subjected to physical violence stated that they had been
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subjected to this type of violence more than three times. It seems that sexual violence is the
least frequented since (3.9%) of women who were subjected to sexual violence stated that
they had been subjected to such violence more than three times. The contexts and dynamisms
that lead to the more or less frequent use of violence are not clear. This requires qualitative
study to understand the development and sustainability of violent husband's conducts and the
factors that end such conducts. The actual results; however, show that high rates of women
stated that they had been subjected to violence especially sexual and physical violence for less
than three times. Therefore, it would be an exaggeration to realize the marital relationship in
this cases as violent relationship.

Final results point to the fact that Palestinian women who are subjected to psychological,
physical, and sexual violence, according to the survey results, are exaggerated to a certain
degree. More than half of the women who stated that they had been subjected to physical
violence stated that that was for less than three times and more than (90.0%) of women who
stated that they had been subjected to sexual violence stated that that was for less than three
times.

2.7 Women’s Opinion Concerning Husbands’ Beating of Their Wives

The survey questionnaire included a section containing questions to ever-married women
about their opinion with respect to husbands’ beating their wives if the wives commit specific
acts such as provocative talk or refusing to respond to his orders...etc. The significance of this
section of the questionnaire and the findings it led to are in the fact that the findings shed light
on an important side of violence dynamisms and reflect women’s views concerning “the
legitimacy” of wife beating by the husband. When analyzing the findings, we must pay
attention to fact that the questions were put in a manner that asks about husbands’ beating of
their wives in general. They were not asked if they agree to be beaten by their husbands for
committing the aforementioned acts. It is possible that the women’s response would differ if
the question were put differently because many women would assume that they do not
commit the acts listed in the questionnaire. Therefore, they do not deal with agreeing to wife
beating by the husband the way they would deal with agreeing to be beaten by their husbands.
The responses would have differed had women been directly asked about being beaten by
their husbands. Besides, the questions about women’s opinion about husbands’ beating their
wives is guided; it inquires bout women’s opinion in husbands’ beating their wives if they
commit specific act, not in general. Women should have been asked first about their opinion
in husbands’ beating of their wives in general without pointing out provocative acts
committed by the wife.

Despite the nature of the questions aiming at identifying the women's view about husband
beating of his wife, results show (Table 1) that most of the women in the Palestinian Territory
are against this regardless of the wife's negative conducts. The rates are (82.9%) against less
negative conducts and (49.7%) against more negative conducts. Consequently, approximately
half of the women of the Palestinian Territory are against husbands beating up their wives
regardless of the difficulty of the wife's conduct.

Obviously, women’s agreeing to husbands’ beating their wives in the Palestinian Territory
increases as the conduct increases in toughness and negativity. The rates of women’s agreeing
to husbands’ beating rise as follows: Cursing the husband or the family (44.3%), talking to
other men in a provocative way (37.5%), say embarrassing things in front of other people
(28.8%), going out without asking first (27.9%), and behaving unacceptably before others
(27.7%).
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If we compare women's views in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, we will find out that Gaza
Strip women provided higher rates of consenting to husbands' beating their wives for carrying
out specific conducts that the West Bank. The only two exceptions (Gaza Strip women have
lower rates than the West Bank) include the following conducts: The wife curses the husband
and the family and the wife talks with other men in a manner that provoked the husband. Final
results show a disparity in women's understanding of the conducts that provoke husbands'
beating of their wives in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. The interesting result is that the
higher rates of Gaza Strip women's agreeing to husbands beating their wives for committing
specific conducts do not directly reflect on higher rates concerning subjecting women to the
various types of violence. Survey results (Table 2.5) show that West Bank rates of subjecting
women to the different types of violence are higher than those of Gaza Strip, according to
women's statements. The findings pinpoint an important issue; the conservative women's
views concerning the husbands' right to beat up their wives does not necessarily lead to an
increase in subjecting women to violence or their statements about being subjected to it.

Comparing results according to localities (Table 2) show that the percentage of ever-married
women and agree to husbands' beating up their wives is lower at urban areas compared to
refugee camps and rural areas. The highest rate concerning women's agreeing to husbands'
beating up their wives is in rural areas. For example, results show that the rates of ever-
married urban areas women who agree to husbands' beating up their wives if they curse the
husband and family, talk provocatively with other men, say embarrassing things before other
people, and going out without asking first are (40.6%, 33.8%, 25.2%, and 25.0%)
respectively. The rates climb to (44.7%, 37.3%, 32.6%, and 31.4%) respectively among
refugee camp women, and climb even higher among rural areas women to reach (51.8%,
45.3%, 33.8%, and 31.6%) respectively.

Interestingly, though urban women rates are lower than those of refugee camps concerning
agreeing to husbands' beating up their wives, the survey results (Table 2.4) show that the
women's statements about being subjected to violence before marriage in 2005 were higher at
urban areas than refugee camps especially psychological and sexual violence. This means that
women's view of agreeing to husbands' beating up their wives does not reflect directly on the
possibility of subjecting them to the different types of violence within the frame of the
wedlock.

According to results (Table 3 and Table 4), women's level of education and position in the
labor market do not affect their views concerning husbands' beating of their wives. The rates
of women agreeing to husbands' beating of their wives drop in the case of women with
secondary education and above or when they are inside the labor force. However, these rates
remain relatively high. The rates of women who have secondary education and above and
agree to husbands' beating of their wives in the event that they commit the acts above are
(34.0%, 27.1%, 19.4%, and 18.5%) respectively. On the other hand, the rates of working
women who agree to husbands' beating of their wives in the event that they commit the acts
above are (34.6%, 25.9%, 16.0%, and 18.1%) respectively.

The survey results about women's view with respect to husbands' beating up their wives give
rise to a number of issues, most prominently, women's understanding that beating, which is
usually classified as physical violence, as acceptable conduct in specific cases. Clearly, this
has to do with the prevalent culture and those concerned in domestic violence issues must
take these results seriously. Hence, it is important to conduct a study that reflects the
relationship between women's awareness and their views and the cultural and religious views
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concerning the phenomenon of husbands' beating up their wives; also, the relationship
between women's awareness of what is acceptable and unacceptable and their views on
husbands' beating up their wives in general or as a result of specific negative conducts that
provoke the husbands.

2.8 Where Women Subjected to Violence go for Help and the Methods Used for Seeking
Help and the Extent of Satisfaction About Help

The results of the survey (Table 5) show that the different methods ever-married women who
stated that they had been subjected to violence seek the assistance of are: Talking with the
husband and asking him to end the violence at (42.9%), leaving home and going to the father
or brother’s home or a number of days (a week or so) at (30.4%), and not leaving home but
telling the parents about the issue at (26.0%).

The results also show that (1.7%) of women go to centers for women who suffer from
violence or women institutions for counseling; (3.0%) of women telephone an institution or a
colleague for an advice over the phone; and (1.7%) go to a police station to a file a complaint
against the husband or to ask for advice and protection.

Hence, it is possible to conclude that the vast majority of the cases of violence are dealt with
within the framework of marriage or wife’s family. The cases that arrive to the women centers
that deal with violence or the police constitute a tiny percentage of the cases of violence
against the women.

More than (50.0%) of women who talk to the husband in order to end violence or go to the
father or brother’s home express satisfaction with the help. Also, more than (50.0%) of
women who go to centers for women who suffer from violence or women institutions for
counseling or telephone an institution or a colleague for an advice over the phone express
satisfaction with the help.

Consequently, we cannot conclude that the low rates of women who go to women institutions
are due to dissatisfaction of the assistance provided. However, the low rates of women who
stated that they had been subjected to violence and went women institutions or the police
point out to a number of possibilities including the fact that the household remains the first
refuge for individuals in the event of facing problems rather than government institutions,
NGOs, or women centers. The other possibility is that women do not know about these
institutions and centers and the nature of their work or in the event that such places are not
available in the area. Therefore, these factors constitute important future research materials as
well as the mechanisms of function of women centers dealing with abused women. This
would be for contributing to limiting the phenomenon of violence against women and arrive
to larger rates of abused women for assistance.

2.9 Decision-Taking in the Household

Decision-taking is a key issue among those concerned with spousal relations within the
household. The issue of decision-taking mechanism has been dealt with by literature through
the negotiation concept. A number of patterns were developed to analyze household relations
and the factors affecting women's capacity to negotiate within the household. Some patterns
argue that possessing material sources contributes to their capacity to negotiate within the
household; however, these sources do not necessarily translate into direct power inside the
household. This is in part due to ideological factors that equalize the impact of material
factors. For instance, some feminists argue that many factors affect the position of the woman
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inside the household and their capacity to negotiate. The factors include directly linked
household factors, market linked factors, and state linked factors. The factors affecting
women's capacity to negotiate also include paid outside work and giving value to women's
work by household members, marriage and divorce laws, property laws, social support
institutions, and so on34.

The survey questionnaire included 15 questions on the way decisions are taken between
couples on a number of issues including buying a car, visiting the wife’s relatives, or running
the economic affairs of the household. The questions were directed to ever-married women;
hence, the results rely on women’s answers.

Survey results (Tables 6 and 7) show that more than (50.0%) of couples take decisions
together in most issues concerning the house and the family, according to ever-married
women in the Palestinian Territory. However, two issues are excluded from this, the are: Does
the wife have the right to work outside home or not? And the issue of the type of wife’s paid
work. (50.0%) of women stated that it was the husband who decided on these issues.
Moreover, (82.4%) of couples decide together on having children, (80.8%) decide together on
the number of children to have, and (75.0%) decide together on choosing a school for the
children, according to women.

In the event that the decision is not a joint one, it is usually the husband’s, especially with
respect to economic issues, according to most women. For example, the rates for the issues
like buying a car, the amount of money to be spent by the household on important issues,
running the economic affairs of the household, and buying a house or building a new house
where the decisions is the husband’s are (45.0%, 38.5%, 36.2%, and 31.7%) respectively.
High rates of women stated that they decide on issues related to them (except for the two-
abovementioned issues including working outside the house and the type of work of the wife).
Such issues include spending the wife’s salary, visiting the wife’s friends, and visiting the
wife’s relatives at (33.3%, 26.4%, and 22.8%) respectively. Women also stated that it was the
husband alone who decided on the following issues: Visiting the husband’s friends at (43.4%)
and visiting the husband’s relatives at (25.7%).

It is possible to conclude that the results of the survey concerning decision-taking within the
household in the Palestinian Territory, according to ever-married women, show that there is
a high rate of couples who decide together on issues related to the house and the household
especially children issues. In the event that the decision is not a joint one, it is usually the
husband's decision especially in relation to economic issues. It is interesting that there is
a relatively high rate of wives who decide on matters concerning them such as visiting friends
and family or spending their salaries; whereas, more than half of the respondents stated that it
was their husbands who decided on their work outside the house and the nature of the work.

These findings show that dividing between the general and the specific; linking the man to the
general and the decisions relating to general areas including economic decisions, and linking
the woman to the specific (house and children), is still influential in the Palestinian household.
There is still a kind of dividing roles between men and women within the household.

3% Beneria, L. & Sen, G., Accumulation, Reproduction and Women's Role in Economic Development: Boserup Revised”, in
The Women, Gender and Development Reader, Eds Visvanathan et al, Zed Books, 1997
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The aforementioned results concerning taking decisions within the household deal with the
Palestinian Territory as a whole. The picture; however, is different when we come to detailing
results by region or locality. Clearly, Gaza Strip and refugee camps women are in a better
position in comparison with West Bank, urban, and rural women when it comes to deciding
on different issues. In general, the pattern of decisions taking is similar for the Palestinian
Territory. In any case, (56.0% and 54.0%) of women in the Palestinian Territory stated that it
was the husband who decided on the wife’s work outside the house and the type of such work,
respectively. In comparison, (60.0% and 58.0%) in the West Bank; (48.0% and 47.0%) in
Gaza Strip; (54.0%) and (53.0%) in urban areas; (65.0%) and (61.0%) in rural areas; and
(45.0%) and (43.0%) in refugee camps.

One positive but less common issue is the fact that women’s position with respect to deciding
on household issues and husband’s violence enjoys a better state at the most vulnerable area
for occupation inflected catastrophes and the economic and psychological consequences of
such catastrophes compared to other arecas with relatively better political and economic
situations. This requires scientific study to identify the households’ situations in Gaza Strip
and refugee camps concerning the different life aspects in order to identify the mechanisms
used by households to cope with the external challenges.

2.10 Recommendations

2.10.1 Recommendations for Future Researches

1. Conducting an in depth qualitative research on Palestinian women to arrive to a definition
for violence so that the definition would be the result of the special context of Palestinian
women and the way they see violence in its different types. This would allow defining the
different dimensions of violence and the indicators assessing these dimensions. Also,
comparing the local definition with the theoretical definitions used in international
surveys and studies in order to formulate comprehensive and more credible assessment
tools.

2. Conducting a qualitative research to understand the dynamisms and determinants of
domestic violence i.e. the factors that affect the frequent happening of violent actions or
ending them form the point of view of the perpetrator of violence and the person
subjected to violence. The aim would be to arrive to a more comprehensive
understanding of the context of violent action and its complexities from the respondents'
viewpoint.

3. Use different indicators to express demographic, social, and economic indicators
commonly used in surveys. For example, to assess the education factor, it is important to
assess the area of education, the degree, the educational institution, and the effect of
education, in woman's view, on empowering her and enabling her to protect herself from
violent conducts of her husband. It is also important to assess the impact of education on
her view concerning husbands' beating up their wives, opposing dominant traditions if
such traditions empower husbands' beating up their wives, the level of education of the
man and the woman...etc. The use of the work factor as an indicator of the economic
situation is insufficient. It is important to define the nature of work, the sector, the salary,
the contribution of the salary to the economic situation of the household, and the
economic situation of the household, according to the respondent's viewpoint and so on.
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4. It is important to assess the cultural and religious factors that are relevant to using
violence as a disciplinary method. Then study the relationship of these views concerning
the customs and traditions and the phenomenon of violence.

5. Future surveys should examine the economic situation of the household and its relation
with domestic violence. The economic situation could be an effective factor in domestic
violence. It is necessary to examine the intersection between the factors of education,
work, and economy.

6. It is also important to examine the occupation factor and its impact on domestic violence
through controlling violence through controlling other economic, social, cultural, and
other factors.

2.10.2 Recommendations on Policies and Legislations

1. Since enacting legislations in any given society without changing the
economic, political, social, and cultural structures of the society is not
sufficient to cause real change, this confirms that enacting laws to limit
violence against women and punishing the perpetrators of violence is just an
initial step that may lose its significance unless the laws are implemented. This
requires reforming the judicial system and its executive branch. However, the
important thing is to enact legislations and approve policies relevant to dealing
with structural causes of violence such as political, economic, and cultural
pressures, which require the following:

2. Social and health welfare policies that ensure minimum feeling of security
among households, which reduces the size of pressures Palestinian households
suffer especially those with limited income.

3. Implement the compulsory education law until secondary school stage and
ensure financial support for the most impoverished categories (males and
females) through developing the educational system and providing
scholarships for university education.

4. Include issues about violence in school curriculum in a manner that reduces the
phenomenon of violence; also, school staff must be a good example of non-
violent means of communication.

5. Provide safety homes for women subjected to violence and provide
information and access to such homes especially in places that are far away
from town centers.

2.10.3 Recommendations Regarding Women Institutions
1. According to results, a tiny percentage of women who are subjected to violence go
to women institutions for help. Therefore, it is important that women institutions,
especially those who deal with cases of violence, understand the reasons for this
and examine the extent of their outreach to women and whether their services are
practically open for women or not.

2. Work with other institutions such as the police and social work to raise awareness
and train on methods of dealing with cases of violence that reach them and
cooperate with relevant institutions.
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Chapter Three

Unmarried Women (18 years and above)

Before analyzing the findings of the survey, it is necessary to point to the problematic
inclusion of questions on subjecting this category of women to sexual violence. To ignore the
sexual violence this category of women is subjected to contributes to distancing this
phenomenon from public discussion and abolishes any possibility to realize the extent of its
spread and dealing with its causes. We understand the difficulty to obtain such information
because there is no alternative in this society for an unmarried woman but to live in her
household. This may prevent her from giving true statements about the sexual violence she
may be subjected to by a household member. This leads to inaccurate information/data about
this issue. However, we recommend that this issue be discussed seriously in an in depth
qualitative study with some cases where unmarried women are subjected to sexual violence
on the hands of a household member. This would be to identify an appropriate mechanism for
credible assessment of this dimension of subjecting unmarried women to sexual violence.

3.1 Types of Violence Against Unmarried Women (18+) in the Palestinian Territory in
Pre and Post 2005 Periods

Table 3.1: Percentage of Never Married Women Aged (18 Years and over) on
Palestinian Territory Who Lived with Household and Exposed to Any Violence by
A member of Household at Least Once by Period and Type of Violence

Type of violence
Period
Psychological violence Physical violence
During the Year 2005 52.7 25.0
During the Period Preceding 2005 52.6 29.9

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics 2006, Domestic Violence Survey, December 2005-January 2006, Main
Findings, Ramallah, Palestine.

The survey results in (Table 3.1) show the types of violence practiced by a household
member against unmarried women living in the household in 2005. Approximately half
(52.7%) of the women included in the survey stated that they had been subjected to
psychological violence on the hands of a household member. Results also show that one
quarter (25.0%) of women covered in the survey stated that they had been subjected to
physical violence at least once by a household member.

Results show that in the pre-2005 period, higher rates of unmarried women stated that they
had been subjected to physical violence compared to the 2005 period. The rates of subjecting
unmarried women to psychological violence in both time reference periods are close. Results
show that (52.6%) and (29.9%) of unmarried women were subjected to psychological and
physical violence respectively in the period before 2005.

The extent of subjecting unmarried women to psychological and physical violence by a
household member is unclear. It is also unclear to what extent does being subjected to
psychological violence increase the chances of being subjected to physical violence.
Therefore, it is not possible to define the mechanisms of violence and their details in the
households of the Palestinian Territory. It is also unclear whether unmarried women
themselves stated that they had been subjected to violence during the two reference periods of
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2005 and before such date. Consequently, we cannot identify the extent of continuity of
subjecting unmarried women to psychological and physical violence and the frequency of the
use of such violence.

To understand and analyze the rates of subjection to violence, it is important to remind
ourselves again that the two types of violence; psychological and physical, are defined
through specific conducts; the rates are calculated in accordance with women’s answers.
Hence, it is important to realize that a number of factors, which involve the way
psychological and physical violence are defined and reduced to specific conducts affect the
results of the survey on the rates of psychological and physical violence. For example, had the
survey questionnaire contained additional questions about conducts labeled as psychological
violence ( such as neglecting unmarried woman by a household member, looking down on the
unmarried woman by a household member, or insulting the unmarried women for remaining
single), the rates of statements on psychological violence would have been expected to
increase. This also applies to physical violence. Failure to ask unmarried women about being
subjected to conducts that fall within the definition of sexual violence keeps this phenomenon
undercover. Additionally, the rates of the different types of violence can be affected by the
women’s readiness to answer the questions frankly and the surrounding environment at the
time of completing the questionnaire especially in a household where a member uses violence
against the respondent.

In any case, the rates of the statements of unmarried women in the Palestinian Territory about
being subjected to the conducts labeled as psychological or physical violence are high.
(Table 8) shows that (40.1%) of unmarried women are yelled or shouted at; (29.6%) of them
are subjected to words that provoke anger and upset; and (29.6%) are cursed and insulted. The
survey results also show that (11.9%) of unmarried women are grabbed strongly, (11.5%) are
pushed strongly; (10.5%) have their arms twisted or hair pulled by a household member in
2005.

Before 2005, results show that (13.9%) have their arms twisted or hair pulled; (13.9%) are
pushed strongly; and (13.3%) are grabbed strongly by a household. The results are worrisome
since the conducts unmarried women are subjected to may affect their feeling of
psychological and physical security, their self-esteem, their realization of the household as a
warm place, and the expectations of what marital life would be like.

The survey does not deal with which household member perpetrates the violent action against
unmarried women. Hence, it is difficult to understand the mechanisms of domestic violence in
depth since it is unclear who perpetrates the violent action; is it the parents, the brothers, the
sisters, the brothers, or others. It is important to have more detailed surveys and qualitative
researches to understand the context of household relations and the dynamisms of violence
inside of them.
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3.2 Violence Against Unmarried Women (18+) in the Palestinian Territory in Relation to
Region and Type of Locality in Pre and Post 2005 Periods

Table 3.2: Percentage of Never Married Women Aged (18 Years and over) Who Lived
with Household and Exposed to Any Violence by A member of Household at Least
Once by Region, Type of Locality and Type of Violence for Selected Years

Type of Violence

Region and Type of Locality
Psychological Abuse Physical Abuse
During the Year 2005

Region
Palestinian Territory 52.7 25.0
West Bank 55.6 254
Gaza Strip 46.9 241
Type of Locality
Urban 55.0 24.0
Rural 48.9 26.6
Camps 50.3 25.5

During the Period Preceding 2005
Region
Palestinian Territory 52.6 29.9
West Bank 57.2 31.0
Gaza Strip 42.8 27.7
Type of Locality
Urban 54.6 31.3
Rural 51.5 27.6
Camps 46.4 28.8

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics 2006, Domestic Violence Survey, December 2005-January 2006, Main
Findings, Ramallah, Palestine.

Table 3.2 shows that the rates of unmarried women in the West Bank who stated that they
had been subjected to the two types of violence specially psychological violence are higher
than those of Gaza Strip during both time reference period of 2005 and before such date. West
Bank women concerning unmarried women being subjected to psychological and physical
violence are (55.6% and 25.4%) respectively. Unmarried women of Gaza Strip stated that
they had been subjected to psychological and physical violence at the following rates (46.9%
and 24.1%) respectively in 2005. In the period before 2005, the rates of subjecting unmarried
women to psychological and physical violence according to the results of women statements
are (57.2% and 31.0%) respectively compared to (42.8% and 27.7%) respectively for the
West Bank.

The results are consistent with the results of the survey on ever-married women. The rates of
ever-married women of the West Bank who stated that they had been subjected to the
different types of violence are higher than those of Gaza Strip. It is difficult to analyze the
higher rates of the West Bank in comparison with Gaza Strip without defining the rates of
women’s statements at the actual locations where the survey was conducted in the West Bank
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and Gaza Strip. The survey results on subjecting ever-married women in the West Bank to
different types of violence show that the rates of being subjected to violence are largely
affected by the specific location in the West Bank. Results of the survey (Chapter Two,
Table 2.5) show that the rates of ever-married women’s statements in southern West Bank are
a lot higher than the northern West Bank. The results of unmarried women are expected to be
similar; therefore, it will not be correct to assume that West Bank women in general are
subjected to higher rates of violence.

We also find that unmarried women in urban, rural, and refugee camps in both time reference
periods (in 2005 and before 2005) state that they had been subjected to higher rates of
psychological violence in comparison with physical violence. Results show that the rates of
statements of unmarried women about being subjected to psychological violence are the
highest for urban areas in 2005 and before such date at (55.0% and 54.6%) respectively. On
the other hand, the rates of statements of unmarried women about being subjected to physical
violence are the highest for rural areas in 2005 and stood at (26.6%). Before 2005, the rates of
physical violence were the highest at urban areas at (31.3%).

It is difficult to arrive to conclusions about the results of the rates of violence against
unmarried women and the factors influencing such rates in urban, rural, and refugee camps
without controlling other factors such as the economic, education, employment, and cultural
factors of the respondent households in the localities. A concrete comparison between the
rates of unmarried women statements in urban areas with the rates of unmarried women in
refugee camps will show that the rates of statements in 2005 point to subjecting women to
psychological violence at lower rates in refugee camps than in urban areas. However, there
are more rates of physical violence at refugee camps in comparison with urban areas. The
results are similar for the pre-2005 period for psychological violence where the rates of
statements of unmarried women about psychological violence are lower at refugee camps.
The results are opposite to those of 2005 with respect to physical violence. The trend of lower
rates of psychological violence at refugee camps compared to urban areas is constant in both
time reference periods. The trend of the rates of statements about physical violence, on the
other hand, is inconstant. Therefore, it is not possible to conclude that lower rates of
statements on being subjected to psychological violence are accompanied by lower rates of
statements on being subjected to physical violence. This requires an in depth study about the
dynamisms of violence at Palestinian households and the relationship between physical and
psychological violence.
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3.3 Violence Against Unmarried Women in the Palestinian Territory in Relation to
Specific Background Characteristics of Women in Pre and Post 2005 Periods

3.3.1 Education Attainment
Table 3.3: Percentage of Never Married Women Aged (18 Years and over) Who Lived

with Household and Exposed to Any Violence by A member of Household at Least
Once by Type of Violence and Education Attainment During the Year 2005

Education Attainment
Type of violence
Less than secondary Secondary Diploma BA and higher
During the Year 2005
Physical violence 242 281 19.8 15.4
Psychological violence 46.4 59.9 51.6 43.7
During the Period Preceding 2005
Physical violence 28.7 33.4 26.5 21.4
Psychological violence 50.5 57.6 54.7 36.5

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics 2006, Domestic Violence Survey Database, (unpublished data),
Ramallah, Palestine.

Results show that education does not have a linear effect on psychological violence, i.e.
women with less than secondary education are subjected to less psychological and physical
violence than women wit secondary education. However, the rates drop among women with
BA degrees and diplomas since result show that in 2005, the rates of unmarried women with
less than secondary education, secondary education, middle diploma, BA and higher who
stated that they had been subjected to psychological violence are (46.4%, 59.9%, 51.6%, and
43.7%) respectively. Alternatively, the rates among unmarried women with less than
secondary education, secondary education, middle diploma, BA and higher who stated that
they had been subjected to physical violence are (24.2%, 28.1%, 19.8%, and 15.4%)
respectively. The results of the pre-2005 period are similar since the rates of the statements of
unmarried women with secondary education about being subjected to psychological and
physical violence are the highest in comparison with unmarried women with other levels of
education.

The results pinpoint two important issues that require analysis: First, despite the fact that
unmarried women with an undergraduate degree and higher are subjected to less
psychological and physical violence, the educational attainment does not reflect directly on
ending subjecting women to these types of violence. In any case, results show that unmarried
women stated that they had been subjected to psychological and physical violence at the
following rates: (43.7% and 15.4%) respectively in 2005 and at (36.5% and 21.4%)
respectively before 2005.

The results indicate that attainment of high level of education among women is accompanied
by lower statements of being subjected to violence compared to lower level of education.
However, the high rates of statements about subjecting women with undergraduate and higher
education show that education alone, despite its positive effect, is not sufficient as a factor to
end the phenomenon of violence completely. This points out to the fact despite the
importance of education, it must be overlapping with other factors in the extent of influencing
the possibility of subjecting women to violence.
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We said in the previous chapter that education alone is insufficient as a factor without
knowing its type, the curricula used, and the extent to which such curricula challenge the
traditional structure that allows violence against women. Also, it is important to understand
the overlapping between the education factor and other factors such as the economy and the
culture and the impact of such factors on the phenomenon of violence.

The other important issue that requires analysis is in the fact that the rates of statement of
unmarried women with secondary education about being subjected to the two types of
violence were higher than unmarried women with less than secondary education. The rates
seem shocking first especially if compared with the results of ever-married women, which
show that women in this category with secondary and above education and were subjected to
violence are higher than the rates of ever-married women with less than preparatory
education.

In the attempt to interpret the disparity of the effect of the education factor on being subjected
to violence among unmarried and ever-married women, a number of explanations come to
mind. One of them is that the dynamism of the household relationship of unmarried women
with the household members is different form the dynamism of the relationship between
married women and their husbands. Therefore, the effect of factors such as education and
employment interweave with other factors in these two different contexts. Also, the attempt to
understand the reasons for not having a linear relationship between the level of education and
subjecting unmarried women to violence by a household member may lead to the fact that
education makes women challenge the power relations of the household or the traditional
patterns and roles in the household. However, women with secondary education are less
successful in deterring violent reaction of a household member due to the challenge than
women with more than secondary education. Moreover, women with less than secondary
education are more submissive to the traditional relationships. The last assumption relies on
the theory that education in general empowers women but it is insufficient alone. It seems that
a limited amount of education (secondary education) may enable the woman to challenge
traditional roles; however, it is insufficient to empower them to the extent that prevents
violence against them by a household member. Attainment of higher levels of education (BA
and higher) empowers women to a larger extent to challenge the traditional roles without
being subjected to higher rates of violence. Besides, we can assume that the education factor
intersects with the age factor because unmarried women with secondary education in the age
group of 18-20 are subjected to higher rates of psychological and physical violence by a
household member, according to survey results. The results of the survey do not show the
educational status of the household members who perpetrate violence against unmarried
women, which may affect our capacity to understand the education factor and its relationship
with domestic violence.

3.3.2 Employment Status

Table 9 and Table 10 show that the employment status or whether women are inside or
outside the labor force does not largely affect the rates of subjecting unmarried women to
psychological violence. However, employment status has a relatively larger impact on
subjecting women to physical violence in 2005. Women inside the labor force stated that they
had been subjected to psychological violence at (51.3%) compared to subjecting unmarried
women outside the labor force to psychological violence at (52.7%).
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Moreover, (22.0%) of women inside the labor force in 2005 stated that they had been
subjected to physical violence compared to subjecting unmarried women outside the labor
force to the same type of violence at (25.5%).

On the other hand, (49.1% and 26.3%) of women inside the labor force before 2005 stated
that they had been subjected to physical and psychological violence respectively compared to
subjecting unmarried women outside the labor force to the same types of violence at (53.4%
and 31.0%) respectively during the same period.

The analysis of the results and the relationship between the employment status and violence
against unmarried women on the hands of a household member finds the data of the survey
insufficient. Moreover, it is important to point to the wide meaning of the concept of labor
force used in the survey. The concept does not differentiate between the types of work
unmarried women do as defined as being part of the labor force.

Literature point out that the effect of the woman's work on her position within the household
is related to a number of factors including whether the women is involved in the official or
unofficial sectors35, the income she earns, and the contribution of such income in the

household economy. Contribution here is not limited to actual material contribution but the
realized contribution of the woman's income i.e. viewing such contribution as valuable by the
household members36. It is possible that having the unmarried woman inside the labor force

is a factor with negative impact on her position in the household especially if the work is
imposed on her and her income is under the control of a household member.

3.3.3 Age

The findings of the survey (Tables 9 and 10) show that the percentage of the unmarried
women in the age group of (18-20), who stated that they had been subjected to psychological
and physical violence, is higher than the percentage of those subjected to these types of
violence in the other age groups during both periods of the time reference. Findings show that
in 2005, the rates of subjecting unmarried women aged (18-24) to psychological and physical
violence arrive to (62.9% and 32.8%) respectively. Pre-2005 findings show that the rates of
subjecting unmarried women of the same age group to psychological and physical violence
arrive to (64.5% and 42.1%) respectively. Findings also show that the lowest rates of
subjecting unmarried women to psychological and physical violence were among women
aged 44+ at (23.9% and 11.0%) respectively in 2005 and (23.1% and 9.8%) respectively
before 2005.

Results do not point to a specific trend in the increase of decrease of statements on subjection
to violence when the age group is higher between (21-39) years. The highest reported rate of
psychological violence after the age group of (18-20) was that of the age group of (30-34). On
the other hand, the highest reported rate of physical violence after the age group of (18-20)
was that of the age group of (30-34).

Though it is possible to define the age group (18-20) as the category most subjected to
violence, according to unmarried women statements, and define the age group (30-40) as

35 Kusterer, K., “The Imminent Demise of Patriarchy” pp 239-255 in Tinker, I. Eds. Persistent Inequalities, New York:
Oxford University Press, 1989
3¢ Agarwal, B., “Bargaining and Gender Relations Within and Beyond the Household” Feminist Economics, 3 (1), 1997
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another category that is subjected to high rates of violence, it is important to realize that the
rates of statements on being subjected to psychological and physical violence are relatively
high especially in the age group (18-39), which pinpoints that the dynamisms of violence
continue all over the life cycle of the woman.

The statements of unmarried women in the age group (18-20) about being subjected to the
highest rates of psychological and physical violence may indicate that the household members
who practice violence are aware that young unmarried women are a vulnerable category,
which points to the importance of having relevant institutions working on violence issues
targeting this group in particular.

3.4 Recommendations

3.4.1 Recommendations for Future Researches
1. Conducting a survey on the extent of subjecting unmarried women (18+) to conducts
that embodied are within the definition of sexual violence in order to know the extent
of the spread of the phenomenon, the context of its occurrence, and finding means to
limit it.

2. Identify the member of the household who practices violence against unmarried
women (father, mother, brothers, sisters, or other members of an extended family) for
deeper understanding of the dynamisms of violence.

3. Conduct qualitative researches using in depth interviews to understand the dynamisms
of violence, its context, the way unmarried women see it, and the ways to deal with it
for an in depth understanding of the phenomenon so as to be able to limit it.

3.4.2 Recommendations on Policies and Legislations
1. According to results, university education (BA and higher) of unmarried women is
consistent with lower rates of psychological and physical abuse directed against them.
On the other hand, unmarried women with secondary education are consistent with
higher rates of violence compared with lower levels of education. Therefore, it is
important to provide proper environment and opportunities (materialistic and societal)
for unmarried women to obtain university education.

2. Implement compulsory education and provide conducive financial conditions and
opportunities to facilitate its implementation on males and females.

3. Survey results show that unmarried women aged 18-20 are subjected to high rates of
psychological and physical violence by a household member. Therefore, it is
important that institutions concerned with violence issues to target this age group
through programs treating cases of violence.

4. Discussing the issue of domestic violence as part of the curriculum; dealing with the
methods of treating it; and providing information about the institutions that provide
services in this area.
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Chapter Four

Violence against husbands, according to wives' statements

4.1 Types of Violence Against the Husbands in the Palestinian Territory, According to
Wives' Statements in and Before 2005

Table 4.1: Percentage of Men Exposed to Any Violence by the Wife on Palestinian
Territory at Least Once by Period and Type of Violence

Type of violence
Period
Psychological violence Physical violence
During the Year 2005 25.6 4.2
During the Period Preceding 2005 29.9 9.5

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics 2006, Domestic Violence Survey, December 2005-January 2006, Main
Findings, Ramallah, Palestine.

Results in (Table 4.1) show the types of violence used by the wife against the husband in
2005. Approximately one quarter (25.6%) of women in included in the survey stated that they
had used psychological violence against their husbands at least once. Also, (4.2%) of women
stated that they had used physical violence against their husbands at least once. The pre-2005
rates are higher since women stated that they had used psychological and physical violence
against their husbands at (29.9% and 9.5%) respectively.

We must point out to the problem of having the wife giving a statement on subjecting her
husband to conducts labeled within the survey framework as psychological and physical
violence. The logical expectation is that such statements would be inaccurate. Therefore, the
results of the survey may not reflect the real size of subjecting husbands to wives' violence. It
is important to target husbands in future surveys in order to determine the extent of the spread
of the wives' violence against the husbands and whether to consider this a phenomenon in the
first place or not. Moreover, ever-married women are asked about specific conducts labeled
psychological and physical violence at least once. It is possible that the statements are about
actions that were not repeated, which may have exaggerated the phenomenon in the survey
results.

Upon comparison of ever-married women's violence against the husbands and husbands'
violence against ever-married women, we find that the rate of wives subjected to violence is a
lot higher than husbands subjected to violence. Clearly, the findings of the survey rebuff the
claims that focusing on the Palestinian woman's rights and the issue of subjecting her to
violence are exaggerated especially the claims that the Palestinian woman is empowered in
her household, or that it is time to demand husband's rights. The findings of the survey,
despite the problem with the approach and concepts pointed out previously, show high rates
of subjecting women to violence. Such rates cannot are in no way near the rates of subjecting
husbands to wives' violence. However, the comparison cannot be serious because it is the wife
who provides the statement on subjecting the husband to violence. It is possible that the wife
could have failed in practicing violence against the husband or she does not realize that some
of her conducts against the husband were violent, whereas such conducts were realized by the
husband as violent.
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4.2 Violence Against the Husbands in the Palestinian Territory and its Relation to
Region and Type of locality in Pre and Post 2005 Periods

Table 4.2: Percentage of Men Exposed to Any Violence by the Wife at Least Once by
Region, Type of Locality and Type of Violence During the Year 2005

Region and type of violence Type of violence
Psychological violence Physical violence

Region

Palestinian Territory 25.6 4.2

West Bank 30.3 4.3

Gaza Strip 17.0 4.0

Type of locality

Urban 28.2 5.1

Rural 245 2.8
Refugee camp 17.8 3.6

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics 2006, Domestic Violence Survey, December 2005-January 2006, Main
Findings, Ramallah, Palestine.

Results (Table 4.2) show that the rates of ever-married women in the West Bank who stated
that they had practiced violent conducts against the husband are higher than those of Gaza
Strip during both time reference periods (2005 and before 2005). The rates of ever-women in
the West Bank who stated that they had practiced psychological and physical violence against
the husband are (30.3% and 4.3%) respectively. On the other hand, the rates of ever-women
in the Gaza Strip who stated that they had practiced psychological and physical violence
against the husband are (17.0% and 4.0%) respectively in 2005.

Table 4.3: Percentage of Men Exposed to Any Violence by the Wife at Least Once by
Region, Type of Locality and Type of Violence During the Period Preceding 2005

Region and type of violence Type of violence
Psychological violence Physical violence

Region
Palestinian Territory 29.9 9.5
West Bank 35.1 10.4
Gaza Strip 20.6 7.9
Type of locality
Urban 32.4 10.6
Rural 28.8 7.5
Refugee camp 23.0 9.0

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics 2006, Domestic Violence Survey, December 2005-January 2006, Main
Findings, Ramallah, Palestine.

Before 2005, the rates of ever-married women in the West Bank who stated that they had
practiced psychological and physical violence against the husband are (35.1% and 10.4%)
respectively. On the other hand, the rates of ever-women in the Gaza Strip who stated that
they had practiced psychological and physical violence against the husband are (20.6% and
7.9%) respectively.
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There is a consistency in the lower rates of statements about the violence practiced against the
husband by the wife in Gaza Strip in comparison with the West Bank with the lower rates of
statements on subjecting wives to violence by the husbands in Gaza Strip compared to the
West Bank. There is also consistency in the lower rates of statements about the violence
practiced against the husband and wives by ever-married women in Gaza Strip in comparison
with the West Bank. It is not easy to conclude that there is a relationship between domestic
violence and political violence since there are several interpretations to the lower rates of
statements about being subjected to domestic violence in Gaza Strip compared to the West
Bank. The interpretations include the difference in realizing violence and giving a statement
about it among ever-married women in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

According to survey findings about types of violence by type of locality (Tables 4.2 and 4.3),
ever-married women of the urban and rural areas as well as refugee camps stated that they had
practiced more psychological violence than physical violence during the two time reference
periods. The most prominent finding is that ever-married women at refugee camps had a
lower rate of subjecting their husbands to psychological violence than urban and rural ever-
married women. The findings reveal that the rates of ever-married women who stated that
they had subjected their husbands to psychological violence at urban, rural areas, and refugee
camps are (28.2%, 24.5%, and 17.8%) respectively in 2005. Alternatively, the pre-2005 rates
were (32.4%, 28.8%, and 23.0%) respectively.

The results are consistent with the results of the survey on unmarried women's subjection to
psychological violence on the hands of the husband. The results (Chapter Two, Table 2.4)
show that ever-married women who live at refugee camps stated that they had been subjected
to less psychological violence by the husband compared to rural and urban women. Since
psychological violence is the most widespread among Palestinian households and since
refugee camps enjoy the lowest rates in subjecting wives and husbands to such violence, then
the dynamism of marital relation in the refugee camps is the quietest in comparison with the
dynamisms of such relationship at urban and rural areas. This could be explained in the fact of
the difficult situations at refugee camps, which require more cooperation to cope with the
burdens of life.

According to results, the rates of statements about subjecting the husband to physical violence
are the highest at urban areas followed by refugee camps and rural areas. Results also show
that the rates of statements about subjecting the husband to psychological and physical
violence are the highest at urban areas during both time reference periods. It is not possible to
assume that these results point to more empowerment of women at urban areas compared to
rural areas and refugee camps since practicing violence against the husband does not reflect
women's empowerment but rather an unhealthy household environment especially if violence
is used by all household members against each other. It is important to remember that the
results of the survey (Chapter 2, Table 2.4) show that ever-married women at urban areas
have higher rates of statements on sexual violence in 2005 and higher rates of statements on
physical and sexual violence in the pre-2005 period compared to the rates of statements of
ever-married women at rural areas and refugee camps.
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4.3 Violence Aainst Hsbands in the Palestinian Territory and its Relation to Specific
Background Characteristics of the Wife and Husband in and Before 2005

4.3.1 Education Attainment

Survey results show (Tables, 11, 12, 13, and 14) that the effect of husbands and wives’
education level, those included in the study, on subjecting husbands to psychological and
physical violence is unclear. The percentage of husbands with preparatory education is the
highest among those subjected to wives’ psychological violence, according to the wives’
statements during the two time reference periods (in and before 2005) in comparison with
husbands with elementary and less education and husbands with secondary and above
education. The rates of women with preparatory education who stated that they subjected their
husbands to psychological violence are higher than those with preparatory education and less
or secondary education and more. There is something in preparatory education; however, the
variations are small and we cannot explain this slight difference among the educational
categories. Results show that men with secondary education and above are the less subjected
to physical violence, according to wives. The rates of women with secondary education and
above stated that they had practiced less physical violence than those with lesser and more
education in 2005. As for the period before 2005, we find the rates are close with respect to
wives’ statements about physical abuse against the husbands who have elementary education
and below, preparatory, and secondary and above. On the other hand, we find women with
elementary education and less stated that they used physical violence against their husbands at
lower rates than women with preparatory and above education.

We can conclude that there is no clear and defined trend with respect to the relationship
between couple’s education and subjecting the husband to psychological and physical
violence or wife’s use of such violence, according to wife’s statement. Though the 2005
results show that ever-married women stated that they practiced lesser rates of physical
violence against their husbands who have secondary education and above and that women
with secondary education and above stated that they practiced lesser rates of physical violence
against their husbands, the results do not apply to the pre-2005 period.

4.3.2 Employment Status

The relationship between the couples’ position in the labor market and the subjection of the
husband to violence, according to the wife, is unexpected. The rate of husbands outside the
labor market who are subjected to violence is less than those in the labor market. The same
applies to wives outside the labor force who subject their husbands to lesser violence than
those in the labor force. The survey results show that husbands outside the labor force are
subjected to lesser psychological and physical violence than men in the labor force, according
to wives, during both time reference periods of 2005 and before 2005. For instance, 2005
results show that the rates of women’s statements about using psychological and physical
violence against their husbands who are outside the labor force were (18.0% and 2.7%)
respectively compared with husbands inside the labor force whose rates stood at (26.1% and
4.2%) respectively. This could indicate that there is no relation between husband’s conducting
his traditional role as the breadwinner and the possibility of being subjected to wife’s violence
(Table 11).

According to survey findings, women inside the labor force practice psychological and
physical violence against their husbands at higher rates than women outside the labor force
during both time reference periods of 2005 and before that year. For instance, women inside
the labor force practice psychological and physical violence against their husbands at (32.3%
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and 4.3%) respectively while women outside the labor force practice psychological and
physical violence against their husbands at (24.6% and 4.1%) respectively in 2005 (Table
13). In the pre-2005 period, women inside the labor force stated that they had practiced
psychological and physical violence against their husbands at (36.0% and 10.9%) respectively
compared to women outside the labor force who stated that they had practice psychological
and physical violence against their husbands at (28.9% and 9.2%) respectively (Table 14).

The rates are higher with respect to psychological violence but relatively close with respect to
physical violence against husbands. Therefore, being inside the labor force is accompanied by
more psychological violence against the husbands. This could mean that having ever-married
women inside the labor force affects their violent practices against their husbands in
comparison with women outside the labor force. However, we need more information to
understand the relationship between employment status and domestic violence against
husbands since it is not clear, for example, the nature of the employment status of the
husbands of the wives inside the labor force who stated that they had used violence against
their husbands.

4.3.3 Age

There is an opposite relationship between age and subjecting husbands to physical and
psychological violence on the hands of the wives if we exclude the youngest age group where
subjecting the husbands to physical and psychological violence is lesser than the other two
age groups. This means that the rates of subjecting men aged (15-24) to physical and
psychological violence are lower than those in the age groups of (25-34) and (35-44).
Therefore, the relationship between age and subjecting husbands to physical and
psychological violence on the hands of the wives is opposite relationship since the older the
husband is the less violence he is subjected to; the same pattern applies to the relationship
between age and subjecting women to physical and psychological violence on the hands of
the husbands (Tables 11, 12, 13, and 14).

4.4 Recommendations

4.4.1 Recommendations for Future Researches
1. Conducting a research that targets husbands to know the extent of their subjection to
wives’ violence, according to the husbands themselves; and the factors that affect
subjecting husbands to violence.

2. Conducting a survey that targets husbands and wives of the same households to see
how close are the statement on practicing violent conducts and being subjected to
violent conducts.

4.4.2 Recommendations Regarding Institutions Concerned About Violence
e Though women are often the victims of the violent household relations, men are
the victims in some cases of wives' violence. Hence, it is important that institutions
concerned with cases of violence pay attention to these cases and provide services
to those men.
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Chapter Five

Violence Against Children

5.1 Introduction

Many theories agree that violence is any behavior that inflects harm on others. The harm may
be physical or psychological. Mocking people, imposing one’s opinion by force,
badmouthing, are all different forms of the same phenomenon37.

The interest in studying the domestic violence phenomenon grew in the second half of the
past century38. This was linked to basic variables, most importantly, the increasing worldwide

concern with the rights’ dimensions of the different categories including children. Moreover,
this was due to inclusion of different struggles of social categories and nations in general in
rights’ dimensions presented in the series of international conventions and legislations
concerning rights including the child protection agreement.

The changes that took place after World War II including the increase in third world peoples’
struggle against the old and new forms of the colonial system, had their impact on
empowering the struggle for the interests of specific categories such as the children. In any
case, the development of liberal political and societal consciousness in the aftermath of World
War II can be referred to the effect of the aforementioned struggles, which added additional
importance to providing incentive for dealing with the actual dimension of the children rights.

Article 32 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child demands protection of children from
all types of abuse, violence, and exploitation. Article 19 stipulates “States Parties shall take all
appropriate legislative, administrative, social and educational measures to protect the child
from all forms of physical or mental violence, injury or abuse, neglect or negligent treatment,

maltreatment or exploitation, including sexual abuse, while in the care of parent(s), legal

guardian(s) or any other person who has the care of the child”®.

This study uncovers the extent of the spread of the violence phenomenon against children
through questions asked to mothers of children in the age group of (5-17). The questions are
about the extent of subjecting children to verbal abuse and physical abuse in one compound
question and not through different indicators for each dimension of violence a child maybe
subjected to including verbal, physical, incorporeal, intentional and unintentional negligence,
and sexual violence. Therefore, the outcomes remain limited in features and incomprehensive
of all violence dimensions against a child. Moreover, mothers are asked about the perpetrator
of the two types of violence and their location. Mothers are also asked about their reaction or
that of their husbands to unacceptable child’s behavior. The question defines the different
methods used for disciplining children and the frequency of using verbal, corporeal, and
physical abuse in comparison with modern methods such depriving children from activities
they like or talking to them and explaining the problem.

The study also deals with what women think about verbal and physical abuse against children
in one compound question that joins both types of abuse in general. Hence, the neither define

3"Hijazi, Yahya, Jawad Dwaik, School Violence, Palestinian Center for Counseling, Jerusalem, 2000

*1bid

*Convention on the Rights of the Child, Adopted and opened for signature, ratification and accession by General Assembly
resolution 44/25 of 20 November 1989, United Nations
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the perpetrator of the abuse nor the purpose of the abuse. This means that the question deals
with mothers’ agreeing to cursing and beating their children not for disciplining them or by
the parents but in general. This is a good indicator but insufficient among other indicators,
which need to be considered in studying parents’ views about violence against their children.

It is important to point to the problematic use of one compound question to the two
dimensions of verbal and physical abuse together. It is important to use two questions to
separate the dimensions of verbal abuse from physical abuse because a child maybe subjected
to one of them or a parent may support one of them only. Joining them may reduce or
exaggerate their impact. Mothers who support verbal abuse and oppose physical abuse or
those whose children are subjected to verbal abuse but not physical abuse would answer
positively to this compound question, which would exaggerate the findings of the extent of
the spread or support of physical violence against children. If they answer negatively because
they do not support physical abuse of children, this will reduce the extent of the spread of
verbal abuse or supporting it. The findings of this research on the extent of the spread of
subjecting children to abuse or the extent of mothers’ support to abusing children remains
unclear; they reflect either the extent of spread or support to subjecting children to either
verbal abuse or physical abuse or both of the.

5.2 Extent of Spread of Violence Against Children (5-17) According to Mothers
Table 5.1: Percentage of Mothers Who’s Children Age (5-17) Years Exposed to

Violence According to Mother Perspective by Region, Type of Locality and Child Age
During the Year 2005

Region and type of Child’s age

locality 5-9 10-14 15-17 Total
Region
Palestinian Territory 57.1 51.6 38.2 51.4
West Bank 58.0 53.7 41.9 53.3
Gaza Strip 55.7 48.3 32.2 48.5
Type of locality
Urban 56.6 491 38.1 50.1
Rural 60.2 59.2 431 56.4
Camp 53.6 475 27.8 47.3

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics 2006, Domestic Violence Survey, December 2005-January 2006, Main
Findings, Ramallah, Palestine.

According to the survey of violence against children, (51.4%) of mothers in the Palestinian
Territory stated that their children had either been subjected to cursing, insulting, beating, or
all of these types of violence. The rates vary between the West Bank and Gaza Strip; they are
(53.3% and 48.5%) respectively. The rates also vary in accordance with locality and stand at
(50.1%, 56.4%, and 47.3%) for urban, rural, and refugee camps localities respectively. As is
the case for violence against women, violence against children is more spread in the West
Bank than Gaza Strip and in urban and rural areas than in refugee camps. This could be due to
the same reasons as in the case of violence against the woman; the political, economic, and
social conditions of harsher in Gaza Strip and among refugee camps; hence, strong household
relations help tolerate the bitter situations.
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Looking at the results of another question in the survey on whether the respondents’ children
were beaten by household adults, we find that the rate is close to the rates above (47.0%).
This shows consistency among the two questions and credibility of assessing subjecting the
children of the respondent to at least physical violence. However, we also conclude that most
of the cases of violence uncovered by the first question, which joins verbal and physical
abuse, are physical abuse. Therefore, approximately half of the children (5-17) of the
Palestinian Territory are subjected to beating by household adults. This is an unhealthy
situation; it requires more comprehensive study from the point of view of the methods and
means of compiling information about this phenomenon, its effects, and consequences.

According to mothers, (93.3%) of the perpetrators of violence against children are household
members and the violence is committed at home; this is followed by schools as places for
subjecting children to violence at (45.2%). The rate for teachers’ violence against children is
(34.6%); street violence against children stands at (41.1%); violence at the hands of friends
(32.4%); violence at the hands of relatives at (24.7%); by a neighbor (20.0%); at friends’
homes (7.7%); and by occupation forces (2.5%). The patterns are similar with respect to
distribution of place of attack and perpetrator between the West Bank and Gaza Strip and
between males and females in all places except home.

It is obvious that most cases of violence against children take place at home by a household
member, at school, and in the street. Half of the children in Palestine are subject to verbal
and/or physical abuse in most places. This requires serious thinking from the decision-makers
in Palestine. However, this picture remains limited because the data do not separate between
physical and verbal abuse, negligence, and other types of violence against children.

Table 5.2: Percentage of Mothers Who’s Children Age (5-17) Years Exposed Violence
According to Mother Perspective by Person Practiced Assault and Child Sex During

the Year 2005
Perpetrator of the act of violence Males Females Total

A household member 92.1 94.6 93.3
A relative (uncle, aunt, grandmother,

grandfather) 27.0 221 24.7
A neighbor 21.7 17.9 20.0
Occupation troops 34 1.3 25
A teacher 37.1 31.6 34.6
A friend 35.7 28.6 324
Kids in the street 451 32.7 394

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics 2006, Domestic Violence Survey Database, Ramallah, Palestine
(unpublished data),

3.5 The Relationship Between Child's age and Being Subjected to Violence

According to results, the younger the children are, the more subjected to violence they are.
(Table 5.1) shows that children aged (5-9) are the most subjected to violence in the
Palestinian Territory at (57.1%). The difference between the West Bank and Gaza Strip is
minimal since the rates for both regions stand at (58.0% and 55.7%) respectively.

Rural areas occupy the first rank in violence against children aged (5-9) among the three
localities at (60.2%) compared to the lowest rate of (53.6%) for refugee camps. The rate of
violence against children aged (15-17) in the Palestinian Territory drops to (38.2%); however,
it is lower in Gaza Strip at (32.2%) than the West Bank at (41.9%). The lowest rate of
violence against children in this age group is registered at refugee camps at (27.8%) compared
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to highest rate of (43.1%) at rural areas. Researchers believe that children in younger age
groups are more subjected to violence because they rely psychologically and physically on the
adults for protection and support; therefore, they cannot replace their parents or respond to
acts of violence against them. Most of such acts take place at home40.

5.4 Mothers' Opinion Concerning the Violence Their Children are Subjected to, Child
Upbringing, and Child Discipline

It is important first to point out that the question about mothers' opinion about subjecting their
children to violence in the questionnaire does not explain the case that requires subjecting
children to violence. It does not say if the violence is in response to household's unacceptable
conducts on behalf of the children as stated in the findings report. Moreover, there is a
problem with expressing the degrees of mothers' support in the findings report. For instance,
instead of saying "The rate of women who support to a large extent the violence the children
are subjected to...etc. the report says "Many women support the violence children are
subjected to." This is inaccurate because small percentage of women supports subjecting
children to violence as we will see later.

According to results, half of the women of the Palestinian Territory do not support subjecting
their children to verbal abuse and/or physical abuse and/or both of them; (27.1%) of them
support rare subjection of children to these types of violence; (18.1%) support subjection of
children to these types of violence to a medium extent; and only (6.7%) support subjection of
children to these types of violence to a large extent. The pattern applies to male and female
children. However, the rates of women who do not support subjecting children to violence are
higher for female children than male children at (51.5% and 44.8%) respectively. Also, the
rates of women who support subjecting children to violence to a large extent is a little lower
for female children than male children at (5.8% and 7.5%) respectively (Table 15).

recognize the decisive method of upbringing that aims at creating obedient personalities that
go with the system; also, to carry out the required tasks effectively in the modern industrialist
societies. The decisive method of upbringing is not common at rural societies; therefore, there
is no need to largely use violence to discipline children. This could be examined when data
are compiled on the extent to which parents were opened to Western culture and linking them
to data on their support to using decisive upbringing methods. The women of the Palestinian
society could have enjoyed the humanistic pattern of upbringing, which emerged in post-
modernism. Such pattern does not believe in using decisiveness and violence but rather using
discussion and logic to discipline children. However, women's opinions about children
upbringing are full of contradictions that are difficult to explain. For instance, it is difficult to
explain why (85.6%) of women support expressions like "Children make parents beat them up
sometimes" and (83.0%) support expressions like "It is allowed to beat children up sometimes
for disciplining them" while only (19.4%) support this expression "Parents have the right to
use physical power with children if they do not abide by their instructions." To put another
way, the results of the three indicators assessing women's opinion about using physical
violence against children are contradictory; hence, they are not accurate or consistent. Also,
the results contradict the results of the first indicator on the extent of women's support to
beating, assaulting, cursing, or calling their children names. It seems that there is a need to
assess the nature of the indicators used in the study to examine their credible assessment of
the concepts that claim to assess and the problems regarding women's realizing them
(Table 16).

40 Yahya, Mohammad al-Hajj, and others, Education Counselors Directions on Child Abuse-Field Study of PNA
Schools, Defense for Children International - Palestine Section
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The indicator that assesses whether children upbringing is the responsibility of the parents
only and no one may intervene at all, as is the case at the nuclear families of the modern
industrialist societies, is among the indicators that may show whether women are close or far
from the traditional principle of upbringing that is used at extended families in comparison
with the modern upbringing principle.

The rate of (91.3%), which reflects women agreement with the total role of the family in
children upbringing shows that they support the nuclear structure of the family and distance
themselves from the collective method of upbringing. The collective method of upbringing
children allows all adult relatives, even neighbors, a role in children upbringing. Therefore, it
is possible to conclude that women use the modern pattern of child upbringing.

5.5 The Relationship Between Women's Opinion Towards Subjecting Children to
Violence and Actual Subjection of Children to Violence According to Women's
Statements

Table 5.3: Percentage Distribution of Mothers Who Support the Violence that Children
Exposed to During the Year 2005

Do you support Toalarge | Toamedium | Toasmall
Violence? extent extent extent Rarely Never total
Yes 71.0 63.8 59.8 426 51.4 51.4
No 29.0 36.2 40.2 57.4 48.6 48.6

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics 2006, Domestic Violence Survey Database, Ramallah, Palestine
(unpublished data),

Table 5.3 shows that there is a direct relation between women's support for subjecting
children to violence and actual subjection of children to violence. (71.0%) of children in the
mothers' pro-violence category were subjected to violence compared to (51.4%) among
mothers' anti-violence category, which is interesting since the rate is high despite rejection of
violence. This issue is worthy of studying since it may reveal the incapacity of women to
protect their children from being subjected to violence. It would be interesting to know
whether the woman who does not supports violence does actually use violence against her
children because she cannot control her practices of violence against her children though she
does not believe in them. This study; however, does not allow us to identify this because it is
not clear which party practices violence against children in the household: Is it the mother, the
father, the older brothers, or is it all of them?

5.6 Women's Opinion Concerning Child labor

Child labor is among the violations of the rights of the child. Article 32 of the Convention on
the Rights of the Child affirms the importance of protecting children from economic
exploitation. According to a survey by PCBS41, (6.6%) of children aged (10-17) work

including (68.1%) working with their families and (24.6%) who are paid workers for other
parties.

The Domestic Violence Survey does not say anything about the widespread of child labor.
But it deals with the extent of support of child labor among ever-married women and their
preferred period. (Table 17) shows that the rate of mothers in the Palestinian Territory who
support their children working before turning 18 years does not exceed (9.9%). It is peculiar

4 PCBS, previously mentioned source
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that the rate of mothers who support their children's work in Gaza Strip is a lot less and stands
at (7.7%) and at refugee camps at (5.8%) compared with the support of mothers in the West
Bank at (11.3%) and urban areas at (11.4%) and rural areas at (9.6%) though Gaza Strip and
refugee camps are the hardest hit by the difficult economic conditions. This contradicts the
general perspectives among the urban population especially the middle and high classes who
wrongly affirm that child laborers are from refugee camps.

According to results, (66.4%) of mothers who support child labor stated that their children
had been subjected to violence compared to (49.8%) of the mothers who oppose child labor.
This shows a link, though small, between mothers' support for child labor and subjecting
children to violence.

Table 5.4: Percentage Distribution of Mothers Who Support the Violence that Children
Exposed to and Relation of Children Work During the Year 2005

Subjected to violence Pro-child labor Anti-child labor
Yes 66.4 49.8
No 33.6 50.2

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics 2006, Domestic Violence Survey Database, Ramallah, Palestine
(unpublished data),

The preferred period for children work for the majority of women who support child labor is
the summer vacation at (81.5%) compared to only (18.5%) who prefer that their children
work all around the year. The variations in this regard between the West Bank and Gaza Strip
are not big, so is the case with the support of child labor since (83.1%) of West Bank mothers
compared to (77.8%) of Gaza Strip mothers support work during summer vacation.

5.7 Mothers' Opinion About Specific Children Conducts and Conditions Children are
Subjected to

Research in this part attempt to identify specific negative conducts of children such as
unjustified and disallowed absenteeism from school, being dismissed from institutions like
schools, disappearing for long hours, spending the night outside home without parents'
consent, not listening to parents, beating up other children, parents, or teachers, cheating and
lying, and destroying and ruining properties at school, neighborhood, or at home. The
conditions that children are subjected to are also assessed including being beaten by an adult
member of the household (this assessment is similar to the previous one), and suffering from
cases of depression, worrying, fear, sadness, and isolation (all in one question).

Table 18 shows the rates of women who stated that their children carried out the various
conducts and were subjected to the two above mentioned situations. Clearly, the most
widespread negative conduct among male and female children in the Palestinian Territory is
beating other children (40.3%) followed by lying and deceit (26.8%), disobeying teachers
(21.6%), absenteeism from school and ruining school and neighborhood property (11.6% for
both), beating up a parent (9.5%), disappearing from home for long hours (7.5%), beating up
a teacher (4.7%), and spending the night outside home without parents' consent (3.1%). The
results did not reflect these conducts: Dismissal from school, disobeying parents, and ruining
properties at home. This behavioral pattern applies to both male and female children;
however, female children enjoy lower rates for all conducts. The pattern also applies to the
two regions, the West Bank and Gaza Strip, but lower rates for Gaza Strip except for beating
up parents, property destruction at home, school, and neighborhood, and school absenteeism,
which are more frequent among Gaza Strip children in comparison with West Bank children.
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It is difficult to speculate about the causes of such variations between the two regions without
an ethnographic and qualitative field research to identify the different characteristics of each
region that affect the variations.

According to the Table, (47.3%) of mother in the Palestinian Territory stated that their
children had been beaten by a household member including (47.6%) for the West Bank and
(51.8%) for Gaza Strip and (51.8%) for male children and (43.3%) for female children.

It is logical to conclude that subjecting children to beating up by a household adult is one of
the most important reasons affecting children's behavior and their beating up of other
children.

According to respondents, (7.5%) of their children stated that their children suffered cases of
isolation due to sadness and depression. The figure includes Gaza Strip and the West Bank at
(6.6% and 8.1%) respectively. It also includes (4.3%) for female children and (10.7%) for
male children. The fact that male children suffer more than female children from this
dangerous situation is a dangerous sign that requires further specialized studies to expose the
determinants of the case of isolation and depression.

5.8 Places Where Children Spend their Free Time and the Extent of Their Stay
According to results, the majority of children of the Palestinian Territory spend their free time
at home. (61.3%) of women stated that their children spent their free time at home to a very

large extent, and (26.4%) said their children spent their free time at home to a large extent
(Table 19).

Other places where children spend their free time include relatives' homes at (74.2%) (to
a very large extent and now and then), neighborhood at (47.5%) (to a very large extent and
now and then), at work and friends' homes at (33.6%) and (31.7%) respectively (to a very
large extent and now and then). A minority of children spend free time at clubs and
associations and activities at these associations and school at (12.1% and 16.3%) respectively.
The patterns are largely similar between the West Bank and Gaza Strip as well as the
localities. Clearly, the children of Palestine do not have special qualified places for
developing children talents and interests where they can spend their time.

5.9 Recommendations

5.9.1 Recommendations for Other Research Institutions
1. There is a need for an in depth study about violence and its various definitions by adding
information about the surrounding (internal) environment of the child (household,
relatives, neighbors, friends...etc.) and the external environment (the occupation
measures, impoverishment, restriction of freedoms, oppression, killing, detention, house
demolition, displacing families...etc.

2. There is a necessity for linking the demographic information of the mother with the child
so as to analyze the relationship between the real mother (the biological mother mostly)
and the child who suffers violence.

3. There is a need to add more assessment standards concerning the type of practiced
violence and specifying its different forms as is the case with wives and find results for
each type of violence separately.
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4.Though child labor rate is 6.6%, it is necessary to conduct more surveys on it especially

the non-official or unpaid labor, which is mostly family business. The relationship
between child labor and violence against children must be examined as well as the
working conditions of children to see if they agree with the standards of the Convention
of the Rights of the Child including age, work hours, and complete care of the working
child (Article 32 of the Convention of the Rights of the Child of 1989).

5.There is a shortage in the care provided for children but not as sufferers of violence but the

conditions that may lead to violence. It seems that there is shortcoming in awareness and
direction towards community activities such centers and societies. On the other hand,
there is a need to survey the children cultural and social centers including the provided
activities, their size, quality, and target group especially at marginalized areas such as
rural areas and refugee camps.

5.9.2 Recommendations for the Legislators and Decision-Makers

1.

Speed up the process of enacting laws protecting children who suffer from household
violence, and find appropriate penalties for each case.

Provide care and protection centers for children who suffer from household violence.

. Set up labor laws that prohibit child exploitation at work..

Establish information bank and national monitoring of children who suffer from
household and relatives violence with special attention paid to occupation violence.

. Incorporate topics on violence against children and their rights in school curricula.

The number of psychological counselors at schools must be increased to include one at
every school.

Spread awareness programs in the official audio, visual, and written media on violence
against children. The programs would be aimed at parents and their children. The violent
children programs must be censored.

5.9.3 Recommendations for Civil Society Organizations

1.

Monitor the laws concerning children in order to alter them or develop them in
accordance with each case.

. Form a lobby to exert pressure on the decision makers in order to speed up amending and

enacting children laws and child labor.

. Follow up and document the violations of Palestinian children's rights by the occupation.

. File lawsuits at international courts concerning detained children and children who suffer

from violence at checkpoints, the wall, and detention.

. Activate the programs of care and protection of the children who suffer from violence.

. Establish a network of governmental and non-governmental cooperation in order to find

an active national instrument that contributes to limiting violence against children.
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Chapter Six

Abuse of the Elderly People

6.1 Introduction

A number of researchers and academics asserted that international researches and studies
focused on studying the phenomenon of domestic violence against specific sectors and
categories of the society such as women and children. The category of elderly people
(individuals aged 65 and above); however, had not been given serious attention to study the
abuse against the elderly due to old age. They confirmed that the concern of the researchers

and academics in studying the elderly abuse phenomenon in the West went back to the 1970s*%.

We discovered throughout our research and preparation of this study that studies and
researches in this area were scarce in the Arab world. On the Palestinian level, we found a
study by Shalaby on specific sides of the situation of elderly people in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip at old people homes43. We also found an MA thesis that was recently discussed at

Birzeit University on the phenomenon of violence against the elderly in East Jerusalem
according to the elderly themselves44. We could not find any published scientific material on

the phenomenon of violence against the elderly in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. The
aforementioned MA thesis points to two Hebrew studies by Sameer Zo'aby; the studies deal
with violence against the elderly in the Palestinian Territory in 1948.

In the 1980s, the growth of the number of elderly people in the world in comparison to total
population urged international and local organizations to take notice of the elderly and their
rights. The elderly reached a level of constituting (7.0%) of the total world population in
2006. In Japan, for instance, elderly people constituted (20.0%) of the total population.45

Advanced Western countries considered the increasing number of the elderly a challenge and
a pressure to their social care sources. Also, international and local concern for the elderly
increased due to the pressures caused by the deteriorating economic and social situations of
wide sectors of the society. In addition to the increase of social polarization, the widening of
the poverty gap within the society and between the developed industrial countries and the
backward and their subordinate countries as a result of the policies of globalization.

The first international conference on ageing was held in 1982. The conference adopted the
Vienna International Plan of Action on Ageing. The conference was followed by a number of
meetings 46 including most importantly the Second World Assembly on Ageing in Spain in

2002. The Assembly showed that negligence, maltreatment, and violence against the elderly

2 Brownell, Patricia and Elizabeth Podnieks, Long- Overdue Recognition for Critical Issue of Elder Abuse and Neglect: A

Global Policy and Practice Perspective, Oxford University Press, 2005
Erlingsson, Christen L. & Britt — Inger Saveman and Agneta C . Berg. 2005. Perceptions of Elder Abuse in Sweden: Voices

o Elder Persons. Oxford University Press. Pp 213.

4 Shalabi, Fahoom, Old People Homes in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, Forum for Political, Social, and Economic,
Research in Palestine, Palestine, 1999

*Al-Qaisi Idkaidik, Manal, Violence against the Elderly in East Jerusalem, Description and Interpretation of some Violence
Manifestations according to Elderly People's Views, Faculty of Graduate Studies, Birzeit University, Palestine, 2006

45 Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, Press Release on the Situation of the Elderly in the Palestinian Territory,
Ramallah, Palestine, 2006

4 For more information see Tang & Lee, 2005, p 7 and Brownell, 2005, p 188
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come in different forms including physical, psychological, and financial. They take place in
all social, economic, moral, and geographic areas (Brownell, 2005, 188).

Despite all conferences and plans, the negligence and marginalization of the elderly still a
general feature in most countries of the world. The number of elderly people who are
subjected to several forms of violence and abuse is on the rise while many of them suffer
insecure economic situations, poor health, social abandonment, and long and continuous
dependence on others, and becoming poor in the final years of life47. In fact, elderly people

are more susceptible to sickness and disability than other people. They also need someone to
look after them and provide them with personal care services for all their needs in the event
they are sick and physically disabled.

6.2 The Problematic Definition and Assessment of the Concept of Elderly Abuse
As stated before, it is difficult to formulate one definition for the concept of violence or abuse.
The concepts are usually biased to the specific thought of those who devise them; their
consciousness, culture, affiliation, and society. Therefore, we see difference in defining the
abuse of the elderly and specifying its forms and assessment indicators. A recently published
study by the World Health Organization and the International Network for the Prevention of
Elder Abuse on the conditions of elderly people in eight countries defines three broad types of
elder abuse including:

1. Negligence: Isolation, abandonment and social isolation

2. Violation of legal and medical human rights

3. Deprivation of the right to freedom of choice, decision making, prestige,

financing, and dignity48

PCBS has defined four types of abuse of elderly people by a household member. The four
types are indicated in the survey and include emotional abuse, physical abuse, economic
abuse, and medical abuse. The four types are less inclusive in parts in comparison with the
aforementioned study. However, both studies do not deal with sexual abuse of the elderly
people; not even to know whether such phenomenon exists or not. PCBS reduced the concept
of negligence as a type of abuse to medical negligence. Sameer Zo'aby, for instance, expands
the negligence concept to include food and medicine prevention from the elderly, paying no
attention to their personal hygiene and cleaning their homes, and paying no attention to

providing them with safe living conditions .

Others believe that negligence occurs when attention is not paid to providing for the basic
needs of the elderly people whether the intention is to harm them, punish them, or such
negligence occurs unintentionally because those who look after them cannot afford their
needs. Or when those who look after the elderly do not know how to care for them especially

if the health of the elderly deteriorates (become paralyzed)so .

47 Crown, 2001; Walker, 1993 in Tang, Kwong-leung & Jik-Joen Lee, "Global Social Justice for Older People: The Case for
an International Convention on the Rights of Older People," British Journal of Social Work, Oxford University Press, 2005

a8 Bennett, Gerry, editorial: elder abuse, Age and Ageing 2002: 31: 329. British Geriatrics Society

p 329, 2002

4 Al-Zo’aby, Sameer, Violence against the Elderly, in www.sawt-alhag.com

% Landau, Ruth, Ethical Dilemmas in Treating Cases of Abuse of Older People in the Family, International Journal of Law,

Policy and the Family 12, (1998), 345 — 355, Oxford University Press,
p 346, 1998
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Moreover, the definition and accuracy of assessment of abuse vary in accordance with
expectations and views of those involved in the abuse. For instance, the elderly expect their
households to provide for their needs and stay next to them. Hence, when the children go out
to work to earn a living, elderly people would consider that some kind of negligence. Other
elderly people and children may consider such situation normal and a life obligation.
Therefore, the framework of the economic, social, political, and cultural environment defines
the expectations and views of the elderly people. The expectations of the sick and disabled
elderly people who live in poor conditions vary from those who live in comfortable
conditions.

In addition to the disparity in defining the concept of elderly abuse among the interviewers
and respondents, another problem of formulating appropriate and accurate assessment
indicators for elderly abuse emerges. In the questionnaire of the domestic violence survey,
PCBS defines a number of indicators for assessing each type of abuse of the elderly. The
questionnaire has relatively wide variation of indicators of some types of abuse, so is the case

with emotional abuse of the elderly®’, though such variations do not reflect the different sides

of emotional abuse. The indicators for assessing medical negligence are limited to one
question about: Has a household member “Taken some of the medications, which you need,
but cannot take them alone?”” Naturally, it is difficult to assume that this kind of question is
sufficient to explain the suffering elderly people could be experiencing as a result of medical
negligence. For instance, we do not know if the elderly person is capable of arriving and
obtaining health services or whether the prescribed medicine was bought in the first place.

Additionally, the question suggests a very harsh meaning because it is difficult to imagine
arriving to a state of taking away medications from the elderly who need them unless the
intention is to kill them. Economic abuse; however, has two questions in the questionnaire.
The first question is “Has any of your household members taken things belong to you (money,
other properties, or similar things) without your consent?”” The second question is “Has any of
your household members break things that belonged to you?” Despite the significance of the
questions, they require fragmentation especially the first question. It is difficult to consider
the possibility of taking some money from an elderly person to be as important as forcing the
elderly to give up all property such as their homes. Also it is possible to add important
indicators and questions related to issues such as spending money on the elderly or depriving
them from money. The inaccuracy of the formulating some indicators and questions about the
types of elderly abuse contributed to limiting the variation of information on such abuse and
inability to link some variations that would have reflected the real situation of the elderly. It
would have been possible to overcome some of the gaps had there been a previous qualitative
survey study about the meaning of the phenomenon of elderly abuse, its dimensions, its
indicators, and the cause of violence in the Palestinian context. Moreover, some important
elements must be included such as whether the elderly person is a pension, has a health
insurance, has any real estate, and other issues.

>IThis is a type of abuse that elderly people (65+) are subjected to by a household member whom they reside or do not reside
with. It takes different forms including making an elderly person feel unconfident, unwanted at home, and fearful. Also,
being subjected to cursing or insulting or demeaning by individuals who do not live at the house [where elderly people live],
forcing the elderly to stay in bed and pretend to be sick, being forced to do things the elderly person is not happy with, made
them feel unwanted, isolating the elderly from people, and preventing the elderly from mixing with people.
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Additionally, it is difficult to verify the accuracy and correctness of the information given by
the respondents because individuals who are subjected to violence usually deal with the issue
with some kind of secrecy and privacy. Many examples are felt in our surroundings; there are
mothers who do not wish to disrepute their children who abuse them; fathers who are afraid of
dealing with interviewers for fear of his children. This could partially explain the real reasons
for the non-response rate among the individuals of the sample, which arrives at (7.8%) in the
Palestinian Territory, in comparison with the sample of the study on the situations of the
married women. We cannot provide clear explanation or defining of the reason for the high
non-response rate in dealing with the questionnaire in the West Bank, which arrives at (9.9%)
compared to (3.2%) in Gaza Strip. This is especially because we do not have information
about the environment where the elderly live or the environment where the interview took
place. For example, an interview with an elderly person in the presence of a household
member could make the elderly person give discrete answers to the interviewer. Hence, we
see that it is necessary to deal with the data collected from the elderly in the domestic
violence survey in a careful way.

6.3 The Elderly Abusers and the Cause of Their Conduct
Some literature states that subjecting elderly people to abuse is often comes on the hands of a

household member (spouse, son, daughter, son in law, daughter in law, or a paid employeesz).

Several factors form the environment of abuse. Some of the factors are individual and
subjective others are objective that have to do with the economic, social, and political areas.
For instance, most of developing countries, including Palestine, lack social security services
or any other services the state must provide to the elderly especially when the role of the state
drew back as a result of the restructuring policies. Other countries suffer military occupation
of their land. Conditions such as poverty, unemployment, and military and political
oppression affect the formulation of the environment surrounding the individuals who abuse
the elderly. The abuse could also be the result of the difficulty in providing a service for the
elderly especially when the spouse is an elderly person as well and their health is not much
better than the health of the abused. In other cases, the abuser could have long working hours,
does not know how to look after the elderly, or unqualified and unable to tolerate the new
conditions resulting from ageing. The behavioral problems of those who look after the elderly
such as drug and alcohol addiction could also play a role. These factors must be inspected by
the researchers in the Palestinian Territory if the survey data do not provide any information
on the reasons behind individual abusers’ conducts.

On the Palestinian level, this issue needs examining so as to identify the individual abuser in
the household and their characteristics and features; also, the motives and causes the abusers
use to justify their abuse of the elderly.

6.4 The Extent of the Spread of the Elderly Abuse Phenomenon in the Palestinian
Territory

According to the PCBS Domestic Violence Survey of December 2005-January 2006, the rate
of elderly abuse, including the four types of abuse, by a household member is high and arrives
to (24.7%) or approximately on fourth of the elderly of the Palestinian Territory. Though
many international studies affirm the continuously rising elderly abuse in the world™, this rate

is among the high rates of the world. Some studies in countries like Canada, Britain, and

52Prvzviously mentioned sources including Al-Zo’aby and Tang & Lee, 2005 McCauley, 2006; Bennett, 2002; Landau, 1998,
Brownell &Podnieks, 2005; Erlingsson, & Britt, 2005
53 Tang, & Lee. 2005; McCauley, 2006; Bennett, 2002; Landau, 1998; Brownell &Podnieks, 2005; Erlingsson, & Britt, 2005.
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Finland show that approximately (3.5%) of the elderly are abused by a household member54,
in the US; however, the rate rises to approximately (10.0%)55. This major variation could be

in part due to the nature of elderly people abuse assessment and quantity calculation.
Moreover, the bad economic situation in the Palestinian Territory as a result of the Israeli
occupation measures and policies could be another reason for the high rate of elderly abuse.

Other factors that could be important to interpreting the high rate of elderly abuse include the
unstable political, economic, and social situations of the region that come hand in hand with
lack of concern on behalf of the Palestinian Authority’s institutions in providing protection
and safety to the elderly. A local study shows a drop in social security benefits in the PA

budget from (6.3%) in 1997 to (4.9%) in 1999”° though elderly people are considered priority

by the Ministry of Social Affairs. The incapacity of the PA institutions to provide a healthcare
system or ageing benefits to elderly people, not just a pension system for retired civil
servants, puts larger groups of elderly people at risk of falling below poverty level and
dependence on relatives. This also increases the financial burdens of the households
especially the impoverished ones and their capacity to provide for the economic support and
social and healthcare of the elderly, which may lead them to elderly abuse.

The possibility of statistical number to be affected by the different understanding of abuse by
the interviewers and the respondents emerges and could influence the accuracy of the answer.
The high rate of elderly abuse makes us review some of the dominant theories about the
actual role of culture, tradition, and Arab customs as well as the religious teachings of
merciful treatment of the elderly and vulnerable, charity to relations and parents.

6.5 Emotional Abuse is the Most Prominent Type of Abuse Against Elderly Palestinians
According to (Table 6.1), emotional abuse is the most practiced abuse against elderly people
and stands at (17.5%) of the people included in the survey in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.
Such abuse is followed by medical negligence in the second place at (8.6%). The rates of
economic and physical abuse draw close at (5.8% and 5.7%) respectively.

Table 6.1: Percentage of Elderly People Who Exposed Abuse by Sex and Type of
Abuse During the Year 2005

Type of abuse
Sex
Physical Abuse Emotional Abuse Economic Abuse Medical Ignorance
Females 6.2 19.4 6.7 9.2
Males 5.0 15.0 4.5 7.8
Total 5.7 17.5 5.8 8.6

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics 2006, Domestic Violence Survey, December 2005-January 2006,
Main Findings, Ramallah, Palestine.

These findings show that the rate of elderly people who are subjected to harsh types of abuse
including physical and economic abuse is less than the rates of those subjected to the less
harsh emotional abuse. If we look into the rates of elderly people who are subjected to

> Al-Qaisi Idkaidik, Manal, Violence against the Elderly in East Jerusalem, Description and Interpretation of some Violence
Manifestations according to Elderly People's Views, Faculty of Graduate Studies, Birzeit University, Palestine, 2006

> Ibid

% Johnson, Benny, and Jameel Hilal, Gender and Poverty in Palestine, Sensitive Cases, Woman Symposium: Poverty and
Work, Managing Planning and Woman’s Participation, Ministry of Planning and International Cooperation, Palestine, 2002
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different types expressed by the different indicators of each abuse dimension, we will notice
that they are less for harsh conducts. For instance, (4.0%) stated that they had been subjected
to physical abuse by a household member who tried to hurt them; (1.9%) experienced arm
twisting or strong pushing; and (7.0%) had been beaten by a belt or a stick. This pattern also
applies to emotional abuse where (9.7%) felt that they were unwanted at home; (5.9%) stated
that a household member had made them feel unwanted; (6.4%) had been cursed and insulted;
and (1.4%) stated that they had been isolated and prevented from mixing with people. As for
medical negligence, it cannot be approved as an indicator since it is illogical for the following
reasons:

First: The indicator “Taking away some medications the elderly person needs, which he/she
cannot take by himself/herself” does not reflect medical negligence; it is an attempt to commit
murder. The indicator suggests that a household member takes away the elderly person’s
medication or hid them when such medications are needed and cannot be taken
independently. This indicator does not express medical negligence as explained in the
research findings report; it rather expresses very harsh type of medical violence.

Second: If this indicator expresses failure to give needed medications to the elderly person
because such person cannot take them independently, which is more logical, and the rate of
the elderly who are subjected to this abuse arrives to (9.0%), which is not small, then this will
require serious attention.

The credibility of the indicators/questions of some dimensions of violence is questionable;
however, we will discuss two of them because they seem like one indicator/ question of the
same content but with different respondents’ answers. (9.7%) of the elderly answered
positively to the question on the feeling of being unwanted by everyone at the house where
the elderly live; whereas, (5.9%) said yes to the question about being made feel unwanted by
a household member. If we decide that both indicators are largely similar, and they are
actually of the same content, then the credibility of the findings of the two questions is
questionable. But if we decide that they are different because the first question expresses a
general feeling or imagination by the elderly person about being unwanted by all household
members; while, the second question is about one household member attitude that made the
elderly person feel unwanted, then we can say that the highest rate of emotional abuse comes
from a feeling and imagination —not as a result of a conduct- of the elderly of being
unwanted. The first indicator expresses the perception or imagination of the elderly about
what is happening. The second indicator; however, expresses actual conduct of a household
member that made the elderly person feel unwanted. In any case and regardless of the
discrimination we are trying to point out, the indicators remain assessments of the elderly
feeling of being unwanted rather than an actual violent act against the elderly that can be
assessed.

This discussion reflects the extent of the deep complexities and problematic technicalities of
formulating the assessment indicators and other steps of field (qualitative and quantitative)
research that affect data accuracy and bringing them closer to the reality of the violence the
elderly and other categories are subjected to. Hence, it is important to think carefully about
the nature of the assessment tools and the indicators used to assess the phenomenon of
violence against any category before judging what violence does really exist against the
different categories.
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6.6 Abuse of the Elderly People in the Palestinian Territory and its Relation to Region
and Type of Locality

The rates of subjecting elderly people to abuse slightly vary between the West Bank and Gaza
Strip. The types of abuse also vary. For instance, (25.7%) of the Gaza Strip elderly suffer all
types of abuse; on the other hand, (24.2%) of the West Bank elderly fall in the same category.
The strange thing about the findings is that they are the opposite of the findings of the
violence married and unmarried women are subjected to. In this category, the percentage of
females who were subjected to all types of assessed violence at least once is higher among
West Bank women than their Gaza Strip counterparts. The domestic violence survey
questionnaire and data; however, show that ever-married women in Gaza Strip stated that
their households had been subjected to less political violence from the occupation; therefore,
we cannot blame the rates variations concerning domestic violence against the elderly
between Gaza Strip and the West Bank on this factor.

Table 6.2: Percentage Distribution of Elderly People by Potential of Exposed Violence
and Region During the Year 2005

Exposed to Violence West Bank Gaza Strip Total
Exposed to violence 242 25.7 247
Not Exposed to violence 75.8 74.3 75.3
Total 100 100 100

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics 2006, Domestic Violence Survey Database, Ramallah, Palestine
(unpublished data).

The rates of the elderly people, especially women, of Gaza Strip who suffer physical abuse
are slightly higher than those of the West Bank, which stand at (7.4% and 4.8%) respectively.
The elderly of the West Bank; however, are more abused economically. This could be due to
the fact that the elderly of the West Bank whose population are more concentrated in cities
and rural areas and have personal property at higher rates than Gaza Strip whose population
are more concentrated in refugee camps and lack the property that people would fight over or
maybe because lack of income and sources are important contributors to elderly abuse.

Physical and economic abuse of the elderly is more spread among urban populations. On the
other hand, the elderly in the rural areas suffer more medical negligence and refugee camps

elderly suffer abuse that is more emotional’’. In general, the variation between the types of

elderly abuse in the different localities could be linked to other factors that require more
examining. There is also a need to more information about the level of income of the elderly,
their living standards, their possession of property, health insurance, and pension. The
information need to be linked to the places of residence in order to understand the extent of
linkage between these factors with the place of residence and the type of abuse against the
elderly.

6.7 The Characteristics of the Abused Elderly and Type of Abuse

Some modern studies state that there are specific categories of elderly people that are more
susceptible to violence than others. These categories include women, minorities, and the
mentally il158. The Palestinian situation is generally in line with the situation of most elderly

57See the Annex for more information, Table 2

BWilson, 1994; Wolf, 1996 in Landau, Ruth. 1998, Ethical Dilemmas in Treating Cases of Abuse of Older People in the
Family. International Journal of Low, Policy and the Family 12, (1998), 345 — 355. Oxford University Press, p 348, 1998
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people in the world. According to available statistics, the women, the sick, those with special
needs, and other marginalized sectors are more susceptible to abuse than other elderly people
who enjoy stable material, social, psychological, and health situations.

6.8 Education Protects the Elderly from Abuse

It seems that there is relationship between education and the possibility of being abused.
According to the survey data, the less educated elderly people are more abused than the
educated. For example, the rate of the abused elderly people who have elementary education
and less is (25.6%) compared to (9.8%) among those who finished secondary education and
above59. This could be linked to a number of reasons including the social status the educated

people enjoy, education contribution to awareness and understanding of that phase of age,
ability to deal with others, and how to define the way others treat and respect the educated.

Table 6.3: Percentage of Elderly People who Exposed Abuse by Type of Abuse and
Education Attainment During the Year 2005

Educational Attainment
Type of abuse
Elementary and Less Preparatory Secondary and Over
Emotional abuse 171 13.0 9.8
Physical abuse 5.4 8.0 2.8
Economic abuse 5.8 8.0 1.6
Medical Ignorance 8.7 - 5.2

(-): Mean Data Not Avilable
Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics 2006, Domestic Violence Survey Database, (unpublished data),
Ramallah, Palestine.

Moreover, postgraduate educational attainment provide some economic security for the
educated people since it ensures highly paid jobs with several significant privileges including
pension and health insurance. This makes educated people economically independent and
capable of affording their materialistic needs without asking household members and
sometimes puts them in charge of their children who benefit from their support. (Table 6.3)
shows that the abused elderly are less educated. This could explain the linking between
education and independence and economic security. For instance, (6.0%) of the uneducated
abused elderly people suffer economic abuse compared to (1.6%) of educated elderly people.
Also Table shows that the abused educated and uneducated elderly suffer mostly from
emotional abuse at (9.8% and 17.1%) respectively.

Also, the link between education and the potential of being subjected to violence may
contribute to interpreting the reasons for subjection of elderly women to abuse more than
elderly men. A press report by PCBS on the international day for the elderly shows that

approximately (90.0%) of the elderly Palestinian women did not finish any educational stage

compared to (65.0%) of elderly men®.

%See the Annex for more information, Table 3

€ palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, Press Release on the Situation of the Elderly in the Palestinian Territory,
Ramallah, Palestine, October 2006
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6.9 Economically Active Elderly People are Less Susceptible to Abuse

Much of the international literature state that the most marginalized categories of elderly
people at most societies include women, the disabled, and the impoverished lack protection
from violence in comparison with other categories of elderly people61. Despite the limited
information on the income of the elderly people included in the domestic survey and their
living standards, the survey data show that the elderly people in the labor force are less
subjected to abuse at (15.9%) compared to (25.6%) of those outside the labor force62.

Table 6.4: Percentage of Elderly People who Exposed Violence by Type of Abuse and
Labour Force Status During the Year 2005

Labour Force Status
Type of Abuse
Inside Labour Force Outside Labour force
Emotional abuse 1.2 171
Physical abuse 4.3 5.4
Economic abuse 3.2 5.8
Medical Ignorance 23 8.5

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics 2006, Domestic Violence Survey Database, (unpublished data),
Ramallah, Palestine.

Table 6.4 shows that the rates of abusing the elderly in different ways are higher when the
elderly are outside the labor force compared to those participating in the labor force. Also,
there are approximately (10.0%) of the Palestinian Territory elderly people who are more the
65 years of age still participate in the labor force; more than two thirds of them are their own
bosses63.

Economic independence of the elderly could have contributed to providing them with some
protection and support in their household surrounding and ability to provide their basic needs.
On the other hand, elderly people’s poverty and dependence on their households are enforced

when the elderly leave the labor force and due to lack of a social security system that provides

for their basic needs in that phase of their lives®*.

Some literature point to that the situations of the elderly in the developing country as
becoming more dangerous due to limited rates of participating in the regular labor force thus
limited benefiting from the social security systems and the health insurance services.
According to the 2002 statistics of the International Labor Organization, there are less than
(20%) of the labor force engaged in the regular social security65.

1 Wilson, 1994; Wolf, 1996, Landau, Ruth. 1998, Ethical Dilemmas in Treating Cases of Abuse of Older People in the
Family. International Journal of Low, Policy and the Family 12, (1998), 345 — 355, Oxford University Press 1998, p 348
2 For more information, please see the Annex, Table 4

SPalestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, Press Release on the Situation of the Elderly in the Palestinian Territory, Ramallah,
Palestine, October 2006
6 According to previous source, 36.7% of the elderly of the Palestinian Territory suffered poverty in 2005. This percentage

constituted 3.3% of the total number of impoverished Palestinians in the Palestinian Territory though the percentage of the
elderly does not exceed 3.0% of the total population. There are major differences between the West Bank and Gaza Strip.
The percentage of the elderly poor in the West Bank reached 26.6% whereas the percentage of Gaza Strip reached 59.2%.

9Seifert et al. 2000, Lapata, 1996 in Tang, Kwong-leung & Jik-Joen Lee, "Global Social Justice for Older People: The Case

for an International Convention on the Rights of Older People", British Journal of Social Work, Oxford University
Press 2005
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It seems that economic independence does not constitute complete and constant protection of
the elderly against abuse. (Table 6.4) shows that (4.3%) of the abused elderly who are in the
labor force are subjected to physical abuse; whereas, (5.8%) of the abused elderly who are out
of the labor force suffer economic abuse. Moreover, (3.2%) of the abused elderly who are still
in the labor force suffer this type of abuse. Working elderly people and those outside the labor
force suffer mostly emotional abuse but the working ones suffer less; the rates are (11.2% and
17.1%) respectively.

6.10 Feminizing the Abuse of the Elderly

Women constitute (70.0%) of the victims of elderly abuse in the world, according to some
international literature66. However, the situation of the elderly in the Palestinian Territory is
not as bad as the case in the world. Though elderly women in the Palestinian Territory do
become abuse victims more than elderly men, the difference is a lot less than what is
happening worldwide. (Table 6.5) shows that (26.1%) of the elderly women were subjected
to abuse by a household member compared to (22.6%) of the elderly males. Moreover, elderly
women are more subjected to violence in the West Bank than in Gaza Strip. Therefore, the
abuse of the elderly in the Palestinian Territory is base of gender especially that women
outlive men. The average woman age in 2006 was 73.2 years; whereas it was 71.7 in 2006.

The elderly females outnumber elderly males; for every 100 elderly females, there are only
74.8 elderly males. The number of elderly females in 2006 reached 66,729. This is due to
biological factors67, which means that more care years are required for elderly women than
men as well as the state of complaining and overstrain experienced by those who look after
them.

Table 6.5: Percentage Distribution of Elderly People by Exposed Violence and Sex
During the Year 2005

Exposed to Violence Male Female Total
Exposed to violence 22.6 26.1 247
Not Exposed to violence 77.4 73.9 75.3
Total 100 100 100

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics 2006, Domestic Violence Survey Database, (unpublished data),
Ramallah, Palestine.

Besides, women are among the poorest categories of the society due to low rate of
participation in the labor market and their concentration in low-level jobs and low paid
sectors. This means that most women lack the benefits pensioners get in the official sector;
the government sector in specific. This keeps women in a fragile state and economically and
socially dependence on household members more than elderly men. Moreover, women lack
private property that provides incentive for the children to care for them so that they would
inherit such property, this could be one of the factors leading to the high rates of abuse against
elderly males. Poverty and the deteriorated economic situations in the Palestinian Territory
could also be behind elderly people falling victims to domestic abuse.

Elderly people of both sexes are similar in the sequence of emotional abuse and medical
negligence, though they are harder among elderly females. According to the data of

% Wilson, 1994; Wolf, 1996 in: Landau, Ruth 1998, Ethical Dilemmas in Treating Cases of Abuse of Older People in the
Family International Journal of Law, Policy, and the Family 12, (1998), 345 — 355. Oxford University Press 1998, p 348

7 The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, October 200
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Table 6.1, emotional abuse occupies the first place and medical negligence occupies the
second place. The Table also shows that (19.4%) of elderly females suffer emotional abuse
compared to (15.0%) among elderly males. Moreover, (9.2%) of elderly women suffered
medical negligence compared to (5.0%) of elderly males. Economic abuse occupies the third
place with (6.7%) for elderly females. It is followed by physical abuse at (6.2%). Elderly
males suffer physical and economic abuse at (5.0% and 4.5%) respectively. The difference
could be the result of the relative economic independence of elderly males; while elderly
females depend economically on male relatives most of their lives.

6.11 Sick elderly and Those with Special Needs are More Susceptible to Abuse

Elderly people are the most susceptible to diseases among the age groups especially chronic
diseases due to old age. Moreover, most of them lack the necessary healthcare in many
countries around the world as a result of the bad economic situations. According to
researchers, most active elderly people in the society do not suffer abuse. However, the

elderly people who enjoy mental and physical health and in total control of their lives have

limited risks of becoming victims to violence, oppression, or negligence.®®

Table 6.6: Percentage Distribution of Elderly People by Exposed Violence and Sick
During the Year 2005

Exposed to Violence Hads?glfnc;rs:ore Not sick Total
Exposed to violence 26.7 144 247
Not Exposed to violence 73.3 85.6 75.3
Total 100 100 100

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics 2006, Domestic Violence Survey Database, (unpublished data),
Ramallah, Palestine.

The sick elderly people are more susceptible to violence by a member of their household than
others. According to (Table 6.6), the sick elderly people are subjected to twice the violence
those without a sickness are subjected to. This could relatively be due to the fact that the sick
elderly people require more care than other elderly people. Besides, a sick old person is more
sensitive to other people's conducts, which makes such person see their conduct as a kind of
abuse.

Table 6.7: Percentage Distribution of Elderly People by Exposed Violence and
Disability During the Year 2005

Exposed to Violence Had d?::bci)lritvore Not disabled Total
Exposed to violence 27.6 23.1 247
Not Exposed to violence 72.4 76.9 75.3
Total 100 100 100

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics 2006, Domestic Violence Survey Database, (unpublished data),
Ramallah, Palestine.

It seems that household members took more care of the elderly people with special needs than
the sick. Though household members were more violent with the elderly and sick people in
comparison with the not sick ones, the difference between the elderly with special needs who

8 Landau, Ruth. 1998. Ethical Dilemmas in Treating Cases of Abuse of Older People in the Family. International Journal of
Low, Policy and the Family 12, (1998), 345 — 355, Oxford University Press 1998, p 348
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were subjected to violence is not too far from those without disability. However, (Table 6.7)
shows that the percentage of the disabled elderly who were subjected to violence at the hands
of a household member reached (27.6%). The percentage of the elderly without a disability
who were subjected to abuse reached (23.1%). It is worth noting that (9.0%) of elderly
Palestinians in the Palestinian Territory have a disability including (35.0%) with physical

disability and more than one quarter of them suffer visual disability.*

Finally, the domestic violence survey of the Palestinian Territory provides important basic
information about the abuse of the elderly phenomenon in the Palestinian Territory. It is the
first of its kind in the region. However, our analysis of the data exposed the need for including
some important information in the future surveys or studies of PCBS or other concerned
parties. Most prominent of such important information is the level of income of the elderly
people, their pension if any, health insurance, personal property, social status, if they have
children or not...etc. Also, there is a need for information on the personal characteristics of
the persons who socially and economically abuse the elderly, their relationship with the
elderly, and the impact of political violence of the Zionist occupation policies in the
Palestinian territories on the elderly people.

6.12 Recommendations

6.12.1 Recommendations for other Research Bodies
1. According to the study, there is a need for more attention by researchers and relevant
parties to identify the issues of the elderly people and the abuse they are subjected to.

2. There is also a need to carry out in depth studies based on other research approaches
that empower the surveys of PCBS;

3. Widen the study to include the elderly who live at old people homes to inspect their
living conditions and whether they are subjected to violence or not on the hands of the
workers at such homes;

6.12.2 Recommendations to Legislators and Decision Makers
1. Adopt national policies that protect the economic, social, health, and legal rights of the
elderly.

2. Review the public budget of the PNA to include the needs of the elderly for a proper
social welfare especially providing allowance for old age support.

3. Establish government centers that provide care for the elderly and their different
needs. These centers constitute care homes and centers for benefiting from old
people's experience.

4. Taking gender into consideration upon formulating the policies and needs of the
elderly.

5. Establish national culture through school curricula on caring for the elderly, their
significance to cultural and humanitarian communication of the Palestinian people and
the importance of learning from their experiences;

% The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, October 2006
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6.12.3 Recommendations to Civil Society Organizations

1.

Redistribution of resources by the society on the elderly and provide for their
economic, social, health requirements, which would reduce their abuse.

Activate the role of hospitals and medical centers in order to uncover and follow up on
the cases of violence against the elderly.

. Find psychological support and protection programs for elderly people who suffer

household violence.

Contribute to establishing care centers for the elderly with work programs to benefit
from their experience and for psychological support of their importance despite their
old age.
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