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The stories are categorized according to which media the
women are based in:

Government radio and television: Maha Awwad from the
Voice of Palestine, and Hiba Akilah, who worked nine years
with Palestine TV before moving to al-Jazeera.

Arab media: Shireen Abu Agleh from al-Jazeera Satellite
Station, and Riham Abdul-Kareem from al-Arabiyah.

Local newspapers: Naela Khalil from al-Ayyam.

International agencies: Wafa’ Amro from Reuters, and
Majida al-Batsh from the French News Agency.

Local radio: Maysoun Manasrah from Ajyal Radio.

Ma’an Agency and local television stations: Nahed Abu-
Ta'miyeh.

International TV stations: Nidhad Rafe’ from CNN.

International radio stations: Ulfat Haddad from Sawa
Radio.

Independent journalists: Dunya al-Amal Isamil.

The researchers of this study prepared a comprehensive list
of most female Palestinian journalists for this study. The
selection of the media workers to be included was based on the
definition of a journalist as “a writer who directly or indirectly
produces media reports”. Thus, columnists, monitors and
news producers were considered as journalists.



Summary

The subject of this book is the freedom of opinion and
expression in Palestine, and particularly the challenges
facing Palestinian female media workers in their profession.
As a reader of the following pages, you will find detailed
descriptions of the experiences of i1 female Palestinian
media workers, collected through a series of interviews in
i--a. Here the journalists talk about the obstacles they face
in achieving a realization of the freedom of opinion and
expression, and how this struggle has influenced their work
and life. The women’s courage and their explicit criticism of
socio-political concerns are evident in their stories, and as
a reader, you will be able to gain insight into current events
from their perspective.

The journalists share their stories and views on a wide range
of topics, including:

Career and profession: how they started a career in
media; their concerns of how they best could achieve their
goals; threats to the freedom of opinion and expression;
censorship and publishing; and female chief editors, editors
and column writers.

Society and politics: Palestinian society and the importance
of freedom of opinion and expression; the role of religion
and clerics; men in leadership positions; their relations with
political figures; political parties; social life; and the role
of the Palestinian Journalist Syndicate and the Ministry of
information.
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