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Crowdedness Rate Per Room and Average Number of Persons
Per Bedroom, 1994 and 2004 Censuses

;lij‘n"::;“;;; BUSY) Jina
Governorate Average No. of Person Crowdedness Rate Adadlaalf
Per Bedroom
2004 1994 2004 1994

Amman 2.3 2.8 1.4 1.7 Laalall
Balga 2.8 3.4 1.6 2.0 £al
Zarqa 2.8 3.4 1.6 1.9 £ld )3l
Madaba 2.7 3.4 1.6 1.9 Lol
Irbid 2.7 35 1.6 2.0 )l
Mafraq 3.3 3.6 1.8 2.1 Gad
Jarash 2.9 3.4 1.8 2.0 S
Ajlun 3.3 3.9 1.8 2.0 Oslas
Karak 2.8 35 1.5 1.9 SENI
Tafeila 32 3.7 1.7 2.0 VA
Ma’an 32 4.0 1.7 2.0 Olae
Aqaba 2.7 3.5 1.8 2.0 Al
Total 2.6 3.2 1.5 1.8 £ gaxall

Source: Department of Statistics

2004 Aidlaall g eiad) can Clagall Guia ) GlSall 4 gial) dpdl
Percentage of Health Insured Jordanian Population

Laolel/ ALI/GLAAA}// 5‘).7/.] _'J.La.a.//

by Sex and Governorate, 2004

Sex  iadl
Governorate gsad o ) Adlaal)
Total Female Male
Amman 49.4 50.1 48.6 FPRR]
Balga 63.7 64.4 63.0 ]
Zarga 53.0 54.0 52.0 REPEY
Madaba 713 . 07 o
trbid 71.0 73.0 68.9 )
R 76.2 76.5 75.9 Gl
Jarash 20.0 — o2 N
Ajlun 88.7 90.5 87.0 Oslae
Karak 82.4 83.4 81.3 B3]
Tafeila 86.2 - 054 PN
Ma'an 79.4 80.3 78.6 Gl
Aqaba 76.4 77.3 75.5 EVER]
Total 61.7 62.8 60.7 £

Source: Department of Statistics

Lalel) Colelan Y] 5 410 - jradl




2005 3 ¥ Gl eadail) (5 giaal) Coon ASlaall B 5 8A JudU sl a5 gl
Percentage Distribution of Poor Households by Educational Level
of the Head of Household, 2005

Educational Level % (aladll (g ghucall
Illiterate 30.6 !
Basic & Less 50.9 Jils ol
Vocational Apprenticeship 2.3 Aiga 3AalS
Secondary 82 ok
Intermediate Diploma 5.4 dau gia o sl
B.A. 2.1 oS
Higher Studies 0.4 Ule il s
Total 100 £ sanall
Source: Department of Statistics Laled) Clelan YI 5 4l - jradl

2005 5 Q}M\M%M\JSM\ ﬂm‘_,ud\ s
Percentage Distribution of Poor Households by Age Group
of the Head of Household, 2005

Age Group % and) A3
24 and Less 0.7 Jili 24
25-29 5.8 29-25
30-34 13.7 34-30
35-39 19.2 39-35
40-44 16.3 44-40
45-49 11.1 49-45
50-54 10.3 54-50
55-59 8.0 59-55
60+ 14.9 +60

Total 100 & saaall
Source: Department of Statistics Lalell Celian ¥/ 54l - jradll

2005 ) ana syl Alaa) (e B ddl Hud) A
Percentage of Poor Households of Total Households
by Size of the Household, 2005

Size of the Household % 3l aaa

1-2 1.0 2-1
3-4 5.0 4-3
5-6 9.8 6-5
7-8 14.2 8-7

9-10 21.9 10-9

11-12 39.5 12-11
13+ 41.6 +13

Total 11.0 £ saxal)

Source: Department of Statistics Lalell Dlelas Y1 5,00 pruadll




2006 <ia g &y pard) A8 cosn S ddui 15 Cpmaa) i S a2 5 5
Percentage Distribution of Illiterate Jordanians 15+ years

by Age Group and Sex, 2006

iall
£ sanal = Sex (i = Ay et Al
Total Female Male Age Group
2.1 1.0 5.3 19-15
2.5 1.8 4.5 24-20
3.0 2.4 4.7 29-25
3.6 3.4 4.2 34-30
4.3 4.3 4.5 39-35
5.8 6.2 4.5 44-40
6.7 8.0 3.4 49-45
8.7 9.7 5.8 54-50
11.4 12.9 7.2 59-55
14.2 15.7 10.5 64-60
37.5 34.6 45.4 +65
100 100 100 Total g saxl)

Source: Department of Statistics

Lalel L‘J/;Laafy/ 5 pild J.LAA.//

2006 <Az g3l Adadl g Ay pead) Al uens JSE8 A 15 Gaia ) Gpadld o) 5530
Percentage Distribution of Illiterate Jordanians 15 + years
by Age Group and Marital Status, 2006

£ sanal ‘ Marital Status 4293 ) ‘ Ay yand) Al
Total A Tore = Age Group.
Other Married Never Married
100 - 39 96.1 19-15
100 0.3 23.6 76.1 24-20
100 0.3 45.8 53.9 29-25
100 35 62.4 34.2 34-30
100 3.6 70.6 25.8 39-35
100 9.5 77.1 13.3 44-40
100 14.8 79.7 5.6 49-45
100 19.5 76.7 3.8 54-50
100 22.2 76.0 1.8 59-55
100 28.2 69.7 2.0 64-60
100 431 55.5 1.4 +65
100 26.2 63.3 10.4 gsaal
Total

Source: Department of Statistics

Loledl Slelean Y1 5 il -yl

2006 ¢ uial g ) G A Gaeen SIS L 15 Ciia ) Gpsadld (anadll 5530
Percentage Distribution of Illiterate Jordanians 15 + years
by Relationship to the Head of Household and Sex, 2006

il G

Relationship to the B i g 4.91>w\

Head of Household Female L3 Male 3 8w
Household Head 25.7 79.7 mYl )
Husband/Wife 54.9 0.1 Blesd
Son/Daughter 6.2 15.8 Glfod
Father/Mother 10.0 2.3 2/l
Grandson/Granddaughter - 0.1 el
Brother/Sister 1.7 1.6 L”—ti\/tf
Other Relative 1.4 0.4 O AT
Maid 0.1 - dadla/aala
Others 0.1 0.1 O A
Total 100 100 goaall

Source: Department of Statistics

Lol e L Y1 5 il - ytacaal]




20045 1994 (4l A ABeY) £ 55 cuun dualil) claliia¥) (g 93 U i) g3 530
Percentage Distribution of Persons with Special Needs
by Kind of Handicap in 1994 and 2004

Kind of Handicap 2004 1994 Liey) g 4
Deaf or Dump 16.4 15.8 ki ) dpman
Physical 28.6 27.9 S s sl daa
Cerebral Palsy 8.4 8.4 e Jli
Mental 16.0 12.0 Al
Visual 9.3 12.1 D
Other 7.6 15.5 B
Multiple Handicaps 13.4 8.2 Badxia Slile)
Unspecified 0.3 0.1 Oie e
Total 100 100 £ saall

Source. Department of Statistics

Laled) L‘J/;Laafy/ 5 il ’J_LAAJ/

Laldl) clalia¥) s 3 3080 Alad) Jana g peial) dyaba®y) AS jLiial) Jana
20045 1994 <l 2 Gainl) cuun JiSUE i 15 aa jlas ()
Refined Economic Participation Rate and Unemployment Rate for Persons
With Special Needs 15 + years of Age by Sex in 1994 and 2004

il g Adad)
Year and Sex
Rate 2004 1994 Junal)
| <5 = <5
Female | Male | Female | Male

Refined Economic A< L) Jaxa
Participation Rate 77 270 - A2 ziiall Lalaiy|
Unemployment Rate 56.0 57.5 60.4 43.0 Adad) Jaza

Source: Department of Statistics

Ll Lo Y1 5 50 sl

i) Ga JiE Ao 15 ab jlesf cpdl) Aalild) clalia¥) 5 93 318U sl a5 30
20045 1994 4le & adaill (5 giall g
Percentage Distribution of Persons with Special Needs
15+ Years of Age by Educational Level & Sex in 1994 and 2004

adall g Al
Educational Year and Sex aladll g ghucal)
level 2004 1994
L;\ji BN L;u\ S
Female Male Female Male
Tliterate 53.0 35.2 54.3 34.5 =
Less than Secondary 34.4 48.3 34.8 50.9 65 (e Al
Secondary 8.1 9.9 4.4 7.5 gl
Intermediate Diploma 2.6 2.9 4.5 3.1 Lo sl o sl
B.A & above 2.0 3.4 1.5 3.2 el sy IS,
Unspecified 0.1 0.2 0.5 0.7 Ui e
Total 100 100 100 100 £ saxal)

Source: Department of Statistics
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i) Ga JilE Ao 15 a8 jleef cpdl) Aalidd) clalia¥) o 53 318U aeadl) a5 30
20045 1994 <le & dual g3l Al g

Percentage Distribution of Persons with Special Needs
15+ Years of Age by Marital Status& Sex in 1994 and 2004

owiad) g L)

Year and Sex

Marital Status 2004 1994 Al g3 Al
ol 83 ol 83
Female | Male | Female | Male
Never Married 64.4 54.2 62.0 49.7 el
Married 20.6 42.6 22.7 46.5 T
Other 15.0 3.2 15.3 3.8 s A
Total 100 100 100 100 £ saxall

Source: Department of Statistics

Lalell Clelaan Y/ 5 400 - jaanal)

S A 15 pa les | Gl Laldl) cilalial) (g 93 313 ) a6l

200451994 (ale B Aoy £ 5l paind) s
Percentage Distribution of Persons with Special Needs

15+ Years of Age by Kind of Handicap& Sex in 1994 and 2004

i) g Al
Year and Sex ..
Kind of Handicap 2004 1994 ey g o
o] S | <
Female | Male | Female | Male
Deaf/Dumb 18.0 15.2 17.2 15.0 Aglai/Ainan
Physical 27.1 30.0 27.0 28.7 EEPEVLICNEN
Cerebral Palsy 9.2 7.7 9.2 7.7 el JLs
Mental 15.1 16.6 12.1 12.0 Alic
Visual 9.0 9.4 12.2 12.0 ZEPIY
Multiple Handicap 8.0 13.1 8.1 8.2 Baxxie dile )
Other 7.9 8.0 14.2 16.4 Al
Total 100 100 100 100 £ saxall

Source: Department of Statistics
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2005 -2002 Ad2dlaal) cona dalad) adl ol
General Crimes by Governorate, 2002-2005

Governorate 2005 2004 2003 2002 ALadlaal)
Amman. 13993 13867 13731 14059 Laalall
Balga 1552 1348 1222 1452 <3l
Zarqa 3935 4175 3964 4241 s,
Madaba 445 531 538 645 Lake
Irbid 4172 4502 4739 4558 )
Mafraq 1439 1473 1453 1678 Gkl
Jarash 605 708 829 699 S
Ajlun 352 413 432 553 Oslae
Karak 769 709 813 842 <l
Tafiela 292 340 272 331 ALakal)
Ma’An 487 407 407 494 Olae
Aqaba 1472 1454 1356 1306 Asal)
Total 29513 29927 29756 30858 € saxall

Source: Public Security Directorate

2005 — 2002 Aar ) £ 5 cua clilind)
Grave Crimes by Kind of Crime 2002-2005

pledl ¥ Dy e jradl

Kind of Grave Crime 2005 2004 2003 2002 %LM! l‘:‘ﬂ\ &J-l
Attempted Murder 233 236 248 275 Jll g 5l
Intended Murder 67 99 100 124 Ll 5 daall Jdl)
Criminal Robbery 2295 2199 2205 2809 Ailial) 48 Hul)
Rape 78 112 121 100 laiey)
Kidnapping 28 47 35 44 —abadll
Ravishes” 705 664 642 641 o all clia
Criminal Falsification 276 273 312 313 Sl sl
Money Falsification 68 56 70 98 al) Cay 35
Heavy Injury 536 573 568 741 & ey
Bribery 80| 78] 63 66 ]
Narcotics 354 339 297 | 1283 sl
Criminal Agreement 23 15 13 29 Slall gy
Other 154 | 166 | 225 29 Al
Total 4897 4857 4899 6552 £ saxall

Source: Public Security Directorate
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Social Trends in Jordan

Trends in Crimes

Crime is defined as any act that causes damages
or injuries to persons or public or private property.
The definition covers grave crimes, felonies and
simple offences. Crimes differ in terms of definition:
Grave crimes are defined as those whose
perpetrators are convicted to death or imprisonment
for a minimum term of three years. Felonies are
those offences in which the convicts are placed in a
detention and rehabilitation center to spend their
terms for periods ranging from one week to three
years. Simple offences do not pose any threat to the
society and most of them end with conciliation
between the litigating parties.

The prevalence of crime in Jordan is still
within reasonable and controllable rates. The crimes
perpetrated in Jordan are still limited in terms of
range and type. The majority of perpetrators act
individually .Crime-related data show a drop in the
number of general crimes during 2005, in
comparison with the 2002 (from 30858 crimes in
2002 to 29513 crimes in 2005).

The prevalence of crime is measured by the
number of crimes per 10,000 or 100,000 population.
The higher this rate, the more prevalent crime is in
the society and vice versa. According to this
measure, it is observed that crime rates receded
between 2002 and 2005 — from 605 crimes per
100,000 population in 2002 to 539 crimes per
100,000 population in 2005. The highest rates
observed according to governorates is for Agaba
followed by Amman. Agaba recorded 1219 and
1279 crimes per 100,000 population in 2002 and
2005 respectively, with a relative increase of about
5%. With the exception of Aqgaba, it is observed that
the crime rates have dropped significantly in all
other governorates between 2002 and 2005.

In 2002, a total of 6,552 grave crimes - i.e.,
21.2% of the total number of crimes for that year -
were reported. This figure dropped to 4,897 (i.e.,
16.6 % of the total) in 2005. Felonies, on the other
hand, were more prevalent, rising from 24,306 (79
% of the total) offences in 2002 to 24,616 (83 % of
the total) offences in 2005.

The data reveal that, during these two years, the
prevalence rate was the highest for criminal
robberies (42.9 % of the total in 2002 and 46.9 % of
the total in 2005) and the lowest was for attempted
murders (4.2 % in 2002 and 4.8 in 2005).

Youth (1827 years) committed the highest
number of intended murders, accounting for around
two fifths of this type of crime. By contrast, younger
persons (aged less than 18 years) committed the least
number (6.6 %) of such crimes. Taking the status of
economic activity of perpetrators of homicides into
consideration, it is evident that workers in the free
professions account for the highest share of this type
of crime - more than half (56.6 %) of the
perpetrators. Unemployed persons and students
come in second place with 13.2 %,while housewives
come last, with only 2.6 % of the total number of
homicides.

Main Grave Crimes Committed During 2002 and 2005

Kind of Grave Crime ELE s
No. % No. %

Criminal Robberies 2809 42.9 2295 46.9
Heavy Injury 741 11.3 536 10.9
Ravishes 641 9.8 705 14.4
Criminal Falsification 313 4.8 276 5.6
Attempted Murders 275 4.2 233 4.8
Other Crimes 1773 27.1 852 17.4
Total 6552 4897

Source: Department of Statistics

General Crimes by Governorate, 2005
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Social Trends in Jordan

Persons with Special Needs

The 1994 and 2004 censuses reveal that
the rates of persons with special needs in
Jordan have not changed during the period
between the two censuses and it was 1.2 %. Of
the total number of persons aged 15+ years
with special needs, women account for 37.5 %
and 39.4 % in 1994 and 2004 respectively,
indicating only a slight rise in these rates
between these two years. On the other hand,
men account for 62.5% and 60.6 % of all
persons with special needs in 1994 and 2004
respectively.

Persons with physical/motion disabilities,
irrespective of sex, account for the largest part
of persons with special needs. In 1994 and
2004, this rate among women remains
unchanged at 27 %, but rises among men from
28.7 % in 1994 to 30 % in 2004. This rise may
be attributed to the fact that men are more
susceptible than women to work and other
accidents.

The educational level of persons with
special needs aged 15 + years vary
significantly between men and women. Of the
total number of male and female persons with
special needs, the ratio of persons with
secondary school education in 1994 was three
percentage points higher than the same ratio in
2004. The ratio of men with bachelor’s
degrees remained unchanged in the two years,
while the ratio of women with bachelor’s
degrees has risen from 1.3 % in 1994 to 1.8 %
in 2004.

This indicates higher levels of awareness
of the importance of educating persons with
special needs as a prerequisite for
mainstreaming them into the society to which
they belong, where they can lead a normal
living and break the disability wall that
restricts their life.

The data also reveal evident disparities
between men and women in the refined
economic participation rates for persons with
special needs. These rates have dropped
significantly from 43.2 % in 1994 to 27 % in
2004 for men and from 9.2 % in 1994 to 7.7 %

in 2004 for women. This decline may be attributed to the
withdrawal of persons with special needs, particularly
men, from the labor market because they want to continue
their higher education and because of the lack of job
opportunities that are being made available to them.
Unemployment rates among persons with special needs
have risen among men from 43 % in 1994 to 57.5 % in
2004, but have declined among women from 60.4 % in
1994 to 56.0 % in 2004.

The relative distribution of persons with special
needs varies with their marital status. The findings during
1994 and 2004 showed that the percentage of married
men is approximately twice of that for married women
during the two years (about 46.5 % for men and 22.7 %
for women in 1994 against 42.6 % for men and 20.6 % for
woman in 2004). The data indicate that the percentage of
health-insured persons with special needs has risen
between 1994 and 2004 by 7 % for men and 13 % for
women.

Persons with Special Needs Aged 15 + Years by Sex and
Health Insurance Status in 1994 and 2004

Health Insurance Status Total

Year & Sex Insured | NotInsured | Unspecified | =100
1994

Male 47.6 52.2 0.2 30520

Female 46.1 53.9 - 18330
2004

Male 54.6 45.1 0.3 38154

female 59.1 40.6 0.3 24832

Source: Department of Statistics

Persons with Special Needs in 1994 and 2004 by Kind
of Handicap
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Social Trends in Jordan

Illiteracy Among Jordanians

Jordan has made a significant progress in the field of
education which resulted in a substantial decrease in
illiteracy rate among population. This rate has declined
sharply between 1961 and 1979 (68.2 % to 355 %),
reaching 14.8 % in 1994 and 10.0 % in 2004.

The main report on the Employment and Un-
employment Survey 2006 indicates that the illiteracy rate
among Jordanians aged 15 + years stands at 9.3 %. The rate
varies substantially between males and females and is
higher among females than males (5.1 % for males and
13.7 % for females). Furthermore, male and female
illiteracy rates vary substantially by governorate. The
highest male illiteracy rate was reported for Mafraq
Governorate (10.4 %), followed by Ma’an Governorate
with 8.5 %. By contrast, the lowest male illiteracy rate is
reported for Amman Governorate, where it stands at 3.8 %.

Percentage of Illiterate Jordanian Population
Aged 15 + Years by Governorate And Sex, 2006

Governorate Male Female Total
Amman 3.8 10.0 6.8
Balga 5.9 16.9 114
Zarga 5.0 125 8.6
Madaba 5.2 15.6 10.4
Irbid 4.8 14.9 9.8
Mafraq 10.4 24.8 175
Jarash 5.1 14.5 9.8
Ajlun 7.2 15.6 114
Karak 7.4 20.5 14.0
Tafeila 6.6 18.9 12.8
Ma’an 8.5 24.1 16.1
Agaba 6.0 15.1 10.5
Total 5.1 13.7 9.3

Source: Department of Statistics

Female illiteracy rates also vary substantially according
to governorate. Female illiteracy rates are higher in Mafraq,
Ma’an, Karak and Tafeila than other governorates. The
female illiteracy rates for these governorates are 24.8 %,
24.1 %, 20.5% and 18.9 % respectively. By contrast, the
female illiteracy rate is the lowest (10.0 %) in Amman
Governorate, followed by Zarga Governorate with a female
illiteracy rate of 12.5 %. The high female illiteracy rates
may be attributed to many factors, including household
poverty, early marriage and early withdrawal from the
education system to tend to household affairs.

The data indicate that more than half the
illiterates (51.7 %) are concentrated in the
advanced age groups (60 + years). It is also
observed that the illiteracy rate in the youngest
age group (15-19 years) is low and stands at
2.1% of the total number of illiterates,
indicating the efficiency of the educational
system, especially in the basic education cycle.

Female illiterates in the older age groups
(60 + years) constitute around 50.3 % of all
illiterate females aged 15+ years, while female
illiteracy rates are lower for the younger age
groups of 15-19 years, 20-24 years and 25-29
years, where the rates stand at 1.0 %, 1.8 % and
2.4 % respectively. Illiterate males in the older
age groups (60 + years) constitute around 56%
of all male illiterates, while the illiteracy rates
for the afore-mentioned three youngest age
groups are similar, but slightly higher than the
pattern observed among females. Generally
speaking, it may be said that both male and
female Jordanian illiterates are concentrated in
the older age groups (60 + years), while the
illiteracy rate is the least among the youngest
age groups.

Percentage of Illiterate Population by Sex
in Selected Years
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Social Trends in Jordan

Health Insurance

Health insurance is designed to protect
individuals against losses incurred as a result of
sickness by compensating them for medical
expenses. The various health insurance schemes in
cover include the governmental and military
sectors, as well as workers in universities and the
private sector. As can be seen from the statistics
below, the public sector is the main insurer while
the private sector's share in health insurance does
not commensurate with its role in the economy. In
addition to the long term budgetary implications
such imbalance contributes to rendering public
employment more attractive than private
employment.

Findings of the 2004 Census indicate that
around 2.9 million Jordanians are entitled to health
insurance. This constitutes almost 62% of all
Jordanians (around 61% for males and 63 % for
females). The findings also indicate that 55,000
non-Jordanians enjoy health insurance,
constituting around 14 % of all non-Jordanians
(around 11 % for males and 19 % for females).

The rates of health insurance coverage of
Jordanians vary by governorate. While almost half
the Jordanians in Amman Governorate enjoy
health insurance, around 9 out of every 10
Jordanians in Ajlun are insured. The ratio of
insured Jordanians is also high in Jarash, Karak,
Tafeila and Ma’an Governorates, where it stands at
around eight out of every 10 persons.

Some health-insured Jordanians are covered
by one insurer, while others are covered by more
than one insurer. The findings reveal that 1.6
million persons (around 56 %) are insured by the
public sector and 1.2 million persons (around
40%) are insured by the Royal Medical Services,
whereas those insured by the official universities
are around 101,000 (almost 3.5 %). Around
307,000 (10.6 % of all insured Jordanians) are
insured by the private sector.

There is a high health insurance coverage rate
for Jordanians aged less than 15 years. Around
75% of this age group are insured, while 61 % of
Jordanians aged 60+ years are insured.

Almost two thirds of all Jordanians aged 15+ years,
who also hold a bachelor’s degree, are insured, against
around 8 of every 10 holders of a higher diploma degree,
while only about half Jordanian holders of secondary
education certificates and less, illiterates and literate
persons are health-insured.

Percentage of Insured Persons, by Sex
and Nationality, 2004

Sex
Nationality Total
Male Female
Jordanians 60.7 62.8 61.7
Non-Jordanians 10.8 18.5 13.9
Total 56.3 59.9 58.1

Source: Department of Statistics

Persons Covered by Health Insurance by Nationality and
Insurer, 2004

. Non-
Insurer AR Jordanian Lgtz
No. % No. % No. %
Civil 1640082 | 56.4 | 11821 | 21.6 | 1651903 | 55.7
Military 1161859 | 39.9 2169 40 | 1164028 | 39.3
Off. Univ. 101199 | 35 6682 | 12.2 | 107881 36
Private 306904 | 10.6 | 34420 | 62.9 | 341324 | 115
Total 2909071 54705 2963776

Source: Department of Statistics
* Numbers in the table do not add up because some person are
covered by more than one insurance scheme

Percentage of Jordanians Covered by Health Insurance
by Governorate, 2004

100

60 1

%

40

20

Balga
Zarga
Madaba
Irbid
Mafraq
Jarash
Ajlun
Karak
Tafeila
Maan
Agaba

Amman




Social Trends in Jordan

Characteristics of Poor Families

The first stage in addressing poverty is to
identify the poor and quantify the size, depth and
severity of poverty. Equally important is to identify
the main traits of the poor in terms of their
demographic characteristics, educational levels,
housing conditions, etc., and to utilize this in
investigating the roots and causes of poverty. The
statistics below show the strong relationship
between family size and educational attainment on
the one hand and poverty on the other, underscoring
the importance of policies to increase education and
awareness campaigns to reduce birth rates in
alleviating poverty.

Household income and expenditure surveys
show that during the period 2002-2005, the per
capita annual poverty line has risen from JD 392 in
2002 to JD 504 in 2005, i.e., an increase of 28%. On
the other hand, there is no significant change in
poverty rate between 2002 and 2005, as it rises only
0.5 percentage points, from 14.2% to 14.7%.

In most cases, the household’s poverty is
linked to many variables, such as the number of
household members and their social and economic
characteristics. The findings show that the poverty
rate gradually rises with increases in household size.
The poverty rate among households of more than 10
persons is 33.5 %, and declines gradually to 1.1 %
among households with 1-2 members. Men head
the great majority of poor households - about 91 %.
Also, 91.2 % of poor households heads are married
men, while 7.9 % are widowers. Poor households
headed by widows constitute 78.3 % of the total
number of female-headed households.

The prevalence of poverty varies significantly
with the educational qualifications of the household
head. Statistics reveal that 13.1 % of households
headed by a person who holds an educational
qualification below secondary school education, are
classified as poor households, while 6.1 % of
households whose heads hold an intermediate
diploma are classified as poor households. It is also
to be observed that only 2.2 % of all households
headed by holders of Bachelor’s Degrees are
classified as poor, while only 1.8 % of all
households headed by holders of higher degrees are
classified as poor.

An important result is that poverty is
concentrated in households where the educational
level of family members is low, which indicates that
education plays a significant role in checking the
prevalence of poverty because job opportunities are
more readily available for heads of households with
higher educational qualifications.

Looking at the characteristics of housing of the
poor, the data show that 60.8 % of poor households
live in Dar (small house) while 39.2% live in
apartments. As far as ownership of houses is
concerned, the indicators reveal that 62.4 % of all
poor households own their housing units, while
22.8% rent their units. A poor housing unit has an
average area of around 96 square meters, while the
average value of annual rent stands at JD 47. A
member of a poor household occupies on average
12.8 m? of the total area of the housing unit, as
against the national average of 21.7 square meters.
The average poor household size is 7.5 persons and
the crowdedness ratio is 2.4 persons per room,
which is higher than the internationally-accepted
ratio of 2 persons per room.

About 96.2 % of poor households own a
television set, 78.9 % own a refrigerator, 91% own a
washing machine, 6.5 % own a computer, 28.1 %
own a telephone line, and 32.5 % own at least one
mobile telephone. There is an average of 1.1 mobile
telephones for each of the households that own
mobile telephones.

Percentage of Poor Households of Total Households
by Size of the Household, 2005
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Social Trends in Jordan

Crowdedness

Several factors - including population growth,
income, the cost and location of domiciles, and the
prevailing political circumstances, impact the
crowdedness ratio, measured in terms of the
number of persons to the total number of rooms or
bedrooms. In Jordan, crowdedness rates are
improving reflecting various factors including the
declining population growth rates. However, the
sharp increase in real estate prices in recent years,
if continued, may reflect negatively on
crowdedness rates in the future.

The findings of the 2004 Census indicate that
the total number of rooms in conventional housing
units throughout the Kingdom stands at 3285673,
while the total number of persons in these housing
units stands at 5044456. According to the
internationally-accepted definitions, a housing unit
is crowded if the average number of persons per
room is more than 2. The data reveal that the
average number of persons per room is 1.5, which
indicates that, as a whole, there is no crowdedness
in the Kingdom. This average, however, varies
significantly at both the governorate and region
level.

There has been a slight drop in the
crowdedness ratio at the national level, were it was
1.8 persons per room in 1994. Some governorates
-e.g., Balqa, Irbid and Karak - actually witnessed a
substantial decrease in the crowdedness ratio, by
almost 0.3 persons between the two years. Mafraq,
Jarash, Ajlun and Agaba registered a crowdedness
ratio of 1.8 persons per room, followed by Tafeila
and Ma'an with 1.7 persons per room. By contrast,
Amman registered the lowest crowdedness ratio
(of 1.4 persons per room), followed by Karak with
1.5 persons per room.

At the regions’ level, the Center Region, with a
crowdedness ratio of 1.5 persons per room, is
better off, compared with the North and South
regions, where the crowdedness ratio is 1.7
persons and 1.6 persons per room respectively.

Another measure of crowdedness is the
number of persons to a bedroom. Findings of the
censuses indicate that the number of bedrooms
stands at 1,922,875 which means that the average
number of persons per bedroom stands at 2.6.

This indicates that the bedroom-crowdedness ratio
in Jordan is higher than the acceptable levels in
advanced countries (one person per bedroom).

Yet, the crowdedness ratio, according to this
measure, has improved - dropping from 3.2 persons
per bedroom in 1994. At the region and governorate
level the lowest ratio was reported for the Center
Region (2.5 persons per bedroom), while the highest
was reported for the South Region (2.9 persons).
These results show that, households in the South
Region do not enjoy the luxury of having enough
areas in their households which may be allocated as
bedrooms.

At the governorate level, Amman reports the
lowest bedroom-crowdedness ratio (2.3 persons per
room), while Mafraq and Ajlun report the highest
(3.3 persons). Bedroom-crowdedness ratios are
higher in Tafeila and Ma’an than in all other
governorates. Here, too, a moderate drop can be
observed in the number of persons per bedroom
between 1994 and 2004 for all governorates. The
drop ranges from 0.3 persons per bedroom in Mafraq
and 0.8 persons per bedroom in Irbid.

Generally speaking, the South Region suffers
the most from the rising average number of persons
per bedroom, in comparison with the other regions,
where the ratio also varies by governorate.
Undoubtedly, the high average number of persons
per bedroom doesn’t provide the required right
ventilation needed by occupants reflects negatively
on the health aspects of family members, especially
in cases where some members catch contagious
diseases.

Crowdedness Rate and Average Number of
Persons Per Bedroom in 1994 and 2004
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The DOS Vision, Mission and Values

Our Vision

To maintain standards that favorably compare with those of the
best international statistics organizations and to develop into
becoming a reliable national benchmark for high-quality statistics.

Our Mission

To produce and disseminate timely and high-quality statistical data
that meet the users' various and changing needs with a view to
contributing to the comprehensive development process in Jordan.

Our Values

e Commitment to professional and scientific methodologies;

e Impartiality and independence;

e Maintenance of the confidentiality of individualized information;
e Transparency;

e Focus on the requirements of data users;

o Commitment to internationally —accepted statistical standards;

e Promotion of team work;
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Opening Remarks Contents

The Department of Statistics (DoS) is pleased
to present the second issue of this bulletin on the Crowdedness
social trends in Jordan. The issue contains a . .
number of topics that are closely related to the Characteristics of Poor Families
daily affairs of citizens, namely crowdedness,
poverty, health insurance, illiteracy, crimes and Health Insurance
family members with special needs.

Illiteracy among Jordanians

The short articles presented in the issue are
intended to highlight important indicators and
developments in these areas. Such important social
aspects, however, deserve further investigation and
research so as to help in designing appropriate e Trends of Crimes

policy to address them.
I e Tables I

The DoS stands ready to provide upon request
more detailed statistics in these areas, in line with
its policy to enhance statistical awareness and
encourage more informed policy-making.

Persons with Special Needs
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